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Imperial  army  being  utterly  AD. 
£»  difabled  by  the  defeat  at  Rofbach  ; 

CiF  nr>  Wl  -  -  ■’  1 - 


‘"jfc  cmaDieu  uy  me  uvreav  — -  -  e 

2  T  d  and  there  being  nothing  to  fear,  p“|“ 
SLJgj  nor  to  do  in  this  quarter,  his  Prof-  n,™ 

^  fian  Maiefty  was  left  entirely  at  li  agamft  the 
berty  to  ad ‘in  perfon  againft  the  Auftrians.  Au«™~ 
They  had  opened  trenches  before  Schweidmtz,  in 
Silefia  on  the  26th  of  Odober,  but  had  made 
little  or  no  progrefs  on  the  9*  °f  November, 
having  been  perpetually  interrupted  by  the  tie 
quent  failles  of  the  befieged.  Prince  Charles 
Lorrain  had  encamped  near  Breflau,  over-againtt 
the  army  commanded  to  cover  that  city ,  undei 
the  Prince  of  Bevern,  waiting  the  r^10"  0 
Schweidnitz,  that  he  might  be  able,  by  ^e  add,- 
tion  of  the  forces  a  employed  in  that  fieg  ,  S 

a  The  troops  of  Bavaria  and  Wurtemburg. 

A  2  Bevern 
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A- D*  Bevern  battle,  or  make  him  retreat  and  leave 
1 ' 5'  ’  Breflau  to  his  mercy.  By  thefe  circumftances  Sile- 
fia  was  in  danger  of  being  forced  out  of  the  hands 
of  Pruffia.  This  was  the  principal  objedb  of  the 
war  between  him  and  the  Emprefs  Queen.  His 
Majefty,  therefore,  haftened  to  its  affiftance  with 
a  confiderable  part  of  his  victorious  army,  firmly 
believing  that  the  garrifon  would  hold  out,  with 
hopes  of  relief,  to  the  laft  extremity.  But  it  was 
too  late.  For,  though  there  was  great  encourage- 
ment  to  hold  our,  from  the  great  lofs  fuftained  by 
the  Auftrians,  in  a  general  affault,  on  the  eleventh, 
when  they  could  only  carry  two  redoubts,  without 
making  any  confiderable  breach  in  the  ramparts 
The  of  the  town,  the  generals,  who  commanded  at 
capituia-  Schweidnitz,  thought  proper  againft  the  inclination 
by’thTot  of  the  garrifon,  who1  had  before,  and  then  offered 

Schweid  t0  folCe  their  Way  throuSh  the  befiegers,  to  capitu- 
ritz.  Etc  next  day  ;  and  thereby  furrendered  themfelves 

and  a  garrifon  of  4000  brave  fellows  prifoners  of 
war,  and  that  important  fortrefs  into  the  hands  of 
the  Auftrian  auxiliaries,  together  with  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition,  provifions  and  money. 

1  he  lofs  ot  this  ftrong  town  was  certainly  a 
very  great  weakening  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s 
intereft  and  ftrength  in  Silefia  >  but  the  depriving 
him  ot  the  fervice  of  fo  many  veteran  foldiers 
would  have  been  more  feverely  felt  in  his  prefent 
The  foi-  citcumftances,  had  they  not  found  an  opportunity 
pdfoners^6  “  difcngage  themfelves  from  the  effort,  condud- 
fly  from  ing  them  into  Bohemia;  which  the  garrifon  of 
Schweidnitz  were  animated  to  do  by  the  news  of 

the 
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the  atchievements  of  their  fellow  foldiers,  under  A.  D. 
the  command  of  their  King  in  perfon,  at  Rolhach. 

So  that  not  above  200  of  thefe  prifoners  remained 
with  the  Auftrians. 

Schweidnitz  having  furrendered,  the  corps  b,  TheAu-. 
which  had  befieged  it,  rejoined  the  main  army  join  the 
near  Lifla.  Where  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the 
Prince  of  Bevern  without  delay ;  before  the  King, 
by  forced  marches,  could  arrive  to  his  affiftance. 

Their  force  was  three  times  more  than  the  Prince  s : 
and  General  Nadafti  was  polled  with  a  feparate 
body  on  the  flank  of  the  Pruffian  right  wing. 

The  attack  was  begun  at  nine  o’clock  on  the  22c!  ^rjtnaccek0'J-? 
in  the  morning.  But  notwithftanding  their  vaft  Bevern. 
luperiority  in  numbers,  and  the  advantage  of  their 
fituation,  the  Auftrian  right  wing  was  entirely 
beat  and  forced  to  retire  towards  Neumarck. 
Lieutenant  General  Ziethen,  who  commanded 
the  Pruflian  left  wing,  gave  Nadalli  fuch  a  warm 
reception,  that  his  feparate  corps  was  alfo  routed ; 
and  the  enemy  began  every  where  to  give  up  the 
battle  for  loft,  and  to  confult  how  they  might 
make  a  fafe  retreat  •,  and  left  the  Prufljans  in  pof-  Beaten, 
feflion  of  the  field  of  battle.  But  the  Prince  of 
Bevern  finding  that  fome  of  his  regiments  had 
fuffered  greatly,  did  not  think  it  proper  to  remain 
in  that  fituation.  He  firfl  withdrew  into  his  .camp  •,  prince  of 
and  next  night  he  paffed  the  Oder  near  Breflau  : 
a  retreat  equally  as  myfterious  as  the  furrender  of 
Schweidnitz  *,  for  according  to  the  bed  accounts, 
his  army  was  far  from  being  weakened  in  propor- 

b  Had  loft  8000  men  in  the  liege. 
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tion  to  the  Auftrians,  who,  it  is  faid,  amounted  to 
20,000  men  killed,  wounded  and  miffing 

O 

On  the  23d  the  army  remained  behind  Breflau  : 
and  on  the  24th,  about  four  in  the  morning,  the 


Prince  of  Bevern,  as  he  was  reconnoitring  with 


Surprized  an  efcort,  was  furprized  and  carried  off  by  a  party 
prisoner!"  of  Croats>  who  had  pafled  the  Oder,  under  the 
command  of  General  Beck.  This  misfortune  did 
not  come  alone.  Lieutenant  General  Leftwitz,  the 
chief  commander  in  Breflau,  giving  up  all  hopes 
of  fupport  from  an  army,  that  knew  not  how  to 
improve  the  advantage  of  their  late  vidory,  and 
was  now  deprived  of  their  commander,  in  a  very 
myflerious  manner,  and  thinking  his  own  ftrength 
was  very  infufticient  to  maintain  a  place  fo  exten- 
five  and  fo  badly  fortified,  capitulated,  on  condition 
that  the  garrifon  and  wounded  fhould  have  free 
leave  to  march  out,  and  not  ad  againft  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen  during  the  courfe  of  the  war. 

All  com-  Such  was  the  fituation  of  his  Pruffian  Majefly, 
tioiTbe-  communication  between  him  and  his  armies  in 

King  of'  Silefu  bein§  CLlt  off  by  the  enemy>  ^at  he  could 
Pruiiia and  have  no  advice  of  thefe  tranfadions,  till  the  29th, 

!Ts3  when  he  arrived  at  Parchwitz.  Here  he  aflembled 
cut  oft'.  his  whole  ftrength  ;  the  refolute  garrifon  of 
Schweidnitz,  that  broke  from  their  efcort,  and  the 
foices,  that  had  done  fuch  great  things  under  the 
Prince  of  Bevern,  and  Lieutenant  General  Ziethen. 
And  by  this  jundion,  his  Majefly,  on  the  firft 
of  December,  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  face 


the  enemy,  and  his  troops  full  of  ardour  to  reftore 


affairs  to  their  former  ftate. 


Thus 
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Thus  difpofed  and  animated,  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  ^ 
being  but  two  days  march  diftant  from  the  enemy,  Marches  in 
advanced  with  his  whole  army  to  Neuman*,  on  jjJofth. 
the  4th.  The  vifit  was  quite  unexpefted.  It  army, 
threw  the  huflfars  and  pandours,  many  thoufands  surprizes 
of  which  were  refting  themfelves  fecure  in  that  Neumarck. 
town,  into  great  confufion,  at  the  approach  of 
the  King’s  army.  They  endeavoured  to  efcape 
towards  Breflau,  while  they  Shut  the  gates  of  the 
town  on  the  fide  of  the  Pruffians.  But  his  Pruf¬ 
fian  Majefty  forefeeing  that  would  be  their  attempt 
to  efcape,  had  ordered  fome  fquadrons  of  dra¬ 
goons  and  huflfars  to  file  round  the  walls,  and  to 
cut  off  their  retreat.  By  this  means  the  a&ion 
became  defperate.  The  Pruffians  forced  the  gates 
and  drove  the  enemy  entirely  out  of  the  town  : 
who  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  large  body  of  ca¬ 
valry  ftationed  for  that  purpofe,  300  of  them  Loft  of  the 
were  cut  to  pieces,  and  600  threw  down  their 
arms  and  were  made  prifoners  j  with  the  lofs  of 
no  more  than  five  Pruffian  huflfars.  There  were 
found  in  this  town  all  the  enemy’s  ovens,  a  fmall 
magazine,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  belonging 

to  the  pandours.  _  . 

The  Auftrian  army,  upon  the  news  of  this  in-  Auftrim 

fult,  demolished  the  entrenchments  of  their  camp  march  to 
near  Liffa,  recalled  all  their  ftraggling  parties, 
and  all  the  garrifon  of  Breflau,  except  a  few  bat¬ 
talions,  in  order  to  feek  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and 
to  chaftife  him  for  his  prefumption  to  come  and 
beat  up  their  quarters.  But  as  foon  as  his  Ma- 

ieftv  was  informed  of  their  motions  and  defign, 

J  1  A  „  he, 
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he,  to  fave  fome  trouble  and  time,  refolved  to 
meet  the  enemy :  and  at  five  o’clock  next  morn- 
-  lng  (the  5th)  he  began  to  march  with  his  whole 
,  srmy.  At  day  break  the  Auftrian  cavalry  were 
delcryed  on  a  hill  about  half  a  league  from  Neu- 
marck  :  who  fpread  themfelves  fo  much,  that  they 
carried  the  appearance  of  the  whole  Auftrian 
army,  by  that  dawn  of  light ;  and  accordingly 
the  King  commanded  his  troops  to  march  forward 
in  two  columns. 

As  the  day  advanced,  it  was  foon  difcovered 
that  thofe  troops,  which  occupied  the  hills,  were 
only  four  regiments  of  Saxon  light  horfe,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  General  Count  Noftitz. 
The  Pruffian  hufiars  were  immediately  ordered  to 
attack  them  :  which  they  performed  fo  furioufly, 
that  they  killed  and  took  about  300  and  put  the 
reft  to  flight :  who  efcaped  under  the  protection 
of  a  thick  fog.  A  circumftance  that  alfo  greatly 
favoured  the  march  of  the  Pruflians,  as  they  pro¬ 
ceeded.  For,  they  were  upon  the  main  body  of 
the  Aufirian  army,  about  noon,  under  this  cover, 
before  they  were  apprized  of  their  intentions. 
The  Austrians  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
in  front  of  the  village  of  Leuthen,  upon  a  fine 
plain,  with  fome  adjacent  eminences  well  furnifhed 
with  artillery,  fortified  both  on  the  right  and  the 
left  by  ftrong  batteries  of  cannon,  and  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  made  difficult  of  accefs  by  trees  felled  and 
laid  crofs  the  ways,  where  the  thickets  did  not  fa¬ 
vour  their  operations  and  difpofitions.  Moreover 
their  left  wing  was  wejl  covered  behind  by  a  pretty 
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large  wood,  where  the  enemy  had  cut  down  a  A.^. 
„reat  number  of  trees,  to  prevent  then  being .  at¬ 
tacked  in  flank.  However,  after  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
iefty  bad  reconnoitred  their  fituation,  he  reiolved  Pru{rians. 
to  attack  their  left  wing,  and  made  his  difpofi- 
uons  accordingly :  and  as  General  Nadafti  was 
polled  with  the  corps  of  referve  on  the  left  wing,  m 
order  to  fall  upon  the  flank  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  Pruflians,  his  Majefty  placed  four  battalions 
behind  the  cavalry  of  this  fame  wing,  which  had 
a  very  good  effect :  for,  thefe  fame  battalions  not 
only  routed  Nadafti’s  corps,  which,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  adtion  flanked  the  Pruffian  cavalry  in 
the  right  wing,  and  had  made  them  give  way ;  but 
fupported  and  covered  the  right  wing  fo  effeaually 
that  they  afted  with  fuch  vigour  on  the  left  of 
the  enemy,  as  to  oblige  them  foon  after  to  fall 
back.  This  made  way  for  the  Pruffian  infantry  to 
advance  ;  which  they  did  in  good  order,  though 
expofed  on  all  fides  to  a  fierce  fire  of  artillery  and 
fmall  arms;  of  which  the  like  was  fcarce  ever 
fcen  But  the  Pruffian  artillery  performed  won¬ 
ders  on  this  occafion.  It  was  of  fuch  fignal  fer- 
vice  in  fupporting  the  march  of  the  infantry,  that 
the  enemy’s  cannon  were  foon  filenced. 

Nothing  could  excel  the  bravery  and  gallant  Bravery, 
refiftance  made  by  the  Aufinans  during  the  whole  both 
engagement.  But,  they  were  at  length,  though  — 
with  m-eat  difficulty,  obliged  to  give  way.  They 
rallied  all  their  forces  about  Leuthen,  which  was 
defended  on  all  fides  by  entrenchments  and  re¬ 
doubts  ;  and  maintained  the  battle  at  this  ace 
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about  an  hour  longer;  but  were  at  length  forced 
to  yield  to  fate  and  to  the  fuperior  bravery  of  the 
PrufTian  battalions,  who  repeated  their  attacks  till 
they  became  mailers  of  this  poll.  This  decided 
the  battle.  The  Aullrians  beaten  from  their  laft 
refort  fled  on  every  fide  :  and  when  the  village  of 
Leuthen  was  abandoned,  his  Prufiian  Majefty  met 
with  no  further  oppofition.  Vidlory  having  thus 
declared  in  favour  of  the  Pruffians,  the  purfuit 
begun.  The  cavalry  and  huflars  purfued  the  flying 
enemy  moll  part  of  the  night ;  killed  many,  and 
brought  in  many  thoufand  prifoners.  The  King, 
on  his  fide,  purfued  the  enemy  as  far  as  Lifla, 
where  his  army  fpent  the  night  under  arms. 

Great  generallhip  and  remarkable  bravery  were 
fhewn  on  both  fides  in  this  battle,  which  accounts 
for  the  length  of  the  conteft,  and  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  lofs  of  men.  The  battle  began  at  two  in 
the  afternoon  and  continued  till  night.  But  the 
line  formed  by  the  Aullrians  was  fo  extenfive,  that 
they  could  quickly  replace  with  frefh  troops  the 
lofs  they  fullained.  This  prevented  the  Prufiian 
right  wing’s  being  employed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  aftion  :  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  the  battle 
did  not  become  general  till  towards  four  o’clock, 
and  of  being  obliged  to  bring  up  their  fmall  rear¬ 
guard.  Befides  the  cavalry  at  firll  found  it  very 
difficult  to  engage,  being  obliged  to  advance  over 
caufeways  and  felled  trees,  with  which  the  enemy 
was  covered.  But  General  Ziethen,  their  com¬ 
mander,  delivered  them  at  length  out  of  that  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  found  them  a  way  to  come  into  a  ffiare 
oi  the  aflion ;  and  then  they  drove  all  before  them. 
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The  right  wing  of  thePruffian  army  was  com-  A;D. 
manded  by  his  Majefty  in  perfon,  and  conduced 
by  Prince  Maurice  of  Anhault-Deffau.  The  left 
was  committed  to  the  condud  of  General  Retzow. 

The  whole  difpofitions  were  made  by  his  Pruflian 
Majefty,  and  furpaffed  every  thing  he  had  yet 
done  :  and  they  were  as  happily  executed  •,  other- 
wife  the  infantry,  which  performed  wonders,  muft 
have  been  obliged  to  give  way  in  their  Sovereign’s 
prefence. 

The  confufion  of  the  Auftrians  became  fo  great  Gallant 
that,  in  the  purfuit,  a  cornet  of  Ziethen  s  regi-  corne£< 
ment,  with  a  party  of  ten  men  only,  took,  dif- 
armed,  and  brought  100  Auftrians  pnfoners  to 
the  head  quarters.  For  which  gallant  action,  the  Rewarded. 
King  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  a  captain,  and 
honoured  him  with  the  order  of  merit. 

The  Auftrian  army  was  not  only  well  officered;  strength  of 
but  it  was  vaftly  fuperior  in  numoers  and  ftrength,  an  army, 
confifting  of  80,000  men,  and  a  very  large  train 
of  artillery.  The  Pruffians  did  not  exceed  3  6,000  ofri* 
horfe  and  foot;  with  a  much  inferior  artillery. 

The  Auftrians  had  6000  and  upwards  Gain  in  bat-  Loft  of  the 
tie:  had  many  more  wounded:  21,500  were 
made  prifoners,  amongft  whom  were  two  generals. 

General  0‘Donnel  dangeroufly  wounded,  the 
Saxon  General  Count  de  Noftitz  :  befides  the  fon 
of  the  late  Marfhal  Browne:  and  291  officers, 
many  of  them  field  officers :  they  loft  4000  bag¬ 
gage  and  ammunition  waggons,  well  filled  ;  168 
cannon  %  and  51  colours  and  ftandards. 

c  Some  accounts  make  them  aoo  and  241  pieces. 

Prince 
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*]?'  Prince  de  Lichtenftein  was  alfo  dangeroufly 
wounded :  and  General  Count  Luchefi  was  left 
dead  in  the  field  of  battle. 

dZSyf  Whatexceeds  a!moft  ad  credibility  is,  the  fmall 
lofs  of  the  Pruflians  on  this  memorable  and  mod: 
fevere  occafion ;  they  had  no  more  than  500  killed, 
and  2,300  wounded ;  amongft  whom  Was  Major’ 
General  Krockow,  who  was  alfo  made  prifoner  t. 
But  the  account  from  Vienna  of  the  fame  adion, 
is  fo  flagrant  an  inftance  of  mifreprefentation,  that 
we  cannot  but  take  particular  notice  of  it :  this 
account  was  contained  in  a  difpatch  bearing  date 
the  14th  of  December,  and  directed  to  the  mini- 
fters  of  their  Imperial  Majefties  at  foreign  courts. 
The  fubftance  of  which  is  as  follows: 

Anftiian  Y°U  ^ave  ^iad’  as  yet,  Sir,  but  a  very  im- 
accomit.  perfed  account  of  the  affair  on  the  5th 

of  December,  between  the  Imperial  and  Pruffian 
army.  As  I  am  perfuaded  the  Pruflians  will  make 
gieat  boafb,  and  magnify  to  an  extreme  degree, 
their  vidory  over  the  Auftrians,  I  am  glad  I  have 
it  in  my  power  to  allure  you,  that,  except  the  ap¬ 
parent  advantage  of  having  kept  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  having  taken  eighteen  or  twenty  field 
pieces,  they  obtained  none  that  were  any  way  ef- 
fcntial.  The  confequences  of  this  adion  will 
place  the  matter  in  a  clear  light. 

“  The  effufion  of  blood  was,  indeed,  very 
great;  but,  I  believe,  the  refult  will  prove  more 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Imperial  than  thePruflian 
army,  by  reafon,  that  the  lofs  was  near  equal ; 

d  This  battle  was  fought  on  the  7th  of  December  i757. 
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and  that,  if  there  was  a  difference  with  regard  to  A  D. 
the  number  of  the  {lain  and  wounded,  it  leems  to 
me,  that  it  was  in  favour  of  the  Imperialifts.  The 
Pruflians  will  not  gain  an  inch  of  ground  by  this 
event.  They  will  be  obliged  to  fight  a-new, 
which  will  only,  in  the  end,  weaken  them;  or 
they  muft  feek  out  for  winter  quaiters. 

“  Breflau  aad  Leignitz  are  provided  with  ftrong 
o-arrifons,  and  with  provifions  and  ammunition  in 
abundance.  The  Imperial  army,  by  its  pofition 
near  Schweidnitz,  covers  that  place,  fecures  the 
communication  with  Bohemia,  and  lo  keeps  in 
awe  the  Prufiian  army,  that  it  cannot  execute 
any  thing  againft  thefe  two  places,  otherwife  than 
by  citing  them  to  furrender ;  for  to  effied  any 
thing  real,  there  would  be  a  neceffity  of  inverting 
andljefieging  them  in  form.  This  is  what  the 
King  of  Pruflia  is  not  likely  to  attempt  near  an 
army,  which,  whatever  reinforcement  this  Prince 
may  receive,  will  alfo  be  reinforced  on  its  fide, 
and  will  always  be  fuperior  in  number  to  him ; 
and  I  dare  fay,  will  not  fail  to  equal  him  in  cou¬ 
rage.  But  now  I  will  lay  before  you  a  clear  and 

diftind  idea  of  the  adion  of  the  5th. 

“  It  is  expedient  previoufly  to  oblerve,  that  it 
were  to  be  wifhed,  that  after  the  taking  of  Breflau, 
the  Imperial  army  had  been  in  a  condition  to  pui- 
fue  the  broken  remains  of  Prince  Beverns  army, 
to  beat  or  difperfe  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
march  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  came  to 
cover  a  retreat ;  but  the  necefiary  celerity  in  fuch 
a  cafe  was  not  practicable.  The  Imperial  army 

had  fuffered  much  in  the  adion  of  the  2  2d  of  No¬ 
vember, 
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A.  D.  vember.  The  infantry  wanted  ftioes  and  ftock- 

*757 *  ings,  which  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  being 
furnifbed  with,  before  they  could  fet  out  on  their 
march.  The  cavalry  extremely  fatigued,  had  oc- 
crafion  for  reft  to  recruit  their  fpirits,  and  it  was 
not  till  the  fourth  of  this  month,  that  they  were 
in  a  condition  to  march  againft  the  enemy. 

“  This  interval  of  time,  which  the  King  of 
Pruffia  gained,  a  time  always  precious  in  war, 
facilitated  the  afiembling  of  the  troops  difperfed 
by  the  action  of  the  2  2d  of  November,  together 
with  the  arrival  of  the  numerous  garrifon  of  Glo- 
gaw,  and  a  part  of  the  heavy  artillery  of  that 
place  ;  as  alio  a  confiderable  detachment,  as  it  is 
pretended,  from  Mar  foal  Lehwald’s  army :  fo  that 
by  a  moderate  computation,  this  Prince’s  troops 
might  be  fuppofed  to  amount  to  36  or  40,000 
men,  on  the  day  of  battle. 

“  The  Auftrians  had  in  all  50,000  men.  They 
might  have  iniured  the  vi&ory,  if  they  had  had 
10,000  lefs.  This  can  be  eafily  proved.  Their 
army  was  polled  very  advantageoufly  by  the  care 
and  attention  of  Marihal  Daun.  The  right,  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  village  of  Nypern,  was  covered  by 
ponds.  The  front  was  fecured  by  its  fituation 
and  a  numerous  artillery,  and  the  left  terminated 
in  a  village  called  Leuthen.  This  village  being 
fituatcd  in  a  plain,  Marfhal  Daun,  who  forefaw 
that  the  King  of  Pruflia  would  direft  his  main  at¬ 
tack  on  this  point,  had  reinforced  it,  and  covered 
the  flank  by  five  lines  difpofed  behind  each  other ; 
thus  making,  like  an  experienced  general,  the 
beft  advantage  of  the  nature  of  the  ground.  It 
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was  in  this  fituation  that  the  Auftrian  generals  ^ 
waited  the  coming  up  of  the  enemy.  The  Pruf- 
fions  advanced  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  within 
cannon-fhot.  The  Auftrian  artillery  did  fuch  exe¬ 
cution,  that  it  immediately  threw  into  confufion 
the  firft  line  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  which,  with 
great  difficulty  was  brought  again  to  the  charge. 
Towards  three  o’clock  the  fire  of  the  fmall  arms, 
began.  The  two  lines  having  clofed  each  other, 
that  of  the  Pruffians  was  every  where  *  repulfed, 
except  in  the  above-mentioned  point  of  attack, 
where  the  troops  pofted  on  the  left,  at  the  firft  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  Pruffian  infantry  gave  way,  without 
firing  a  fhot,  turned  their  backs,  and  brought  after 
them,  in  their  flight,  fome  troops,  and  even  intire  re¬ 
giments  that  flanked  them.  This  unforefeen  and 

O 

unexpected  accident  broke  the  line,  and  gave  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  Pruffian  cavalry  to  penetrate  into 
the  empty  fpace.  The  diforder  was  afterwards,  in 
fome  refpeCt,  rectified,  and  the  line  being  clofed 
by  the  corps  of  referve  that  advanced,'  reftored 
the  battle,  and  hindered  the  left  wing,  that  had 
been  taken  in  flank,  from  being  intirely  defeated. 
This  could  not  be  well  effected  without  lofing 
ground  but  it  was  obftinately  difputed,  and  as 
the  front  was  fuccefsful,  the  left  was  fupported  as 
much  as  poffible  by  the  detachments  fent  to  it. 
However,  being  greatly  weakened  by  the  firft  dif¬ 
order,  and  the  Pruffians  flill  vigoroufly  attacking 
it,  there  was  a  neceffity  at  laft  of  retreating,  which 
was  executed  in  good  order,  and  ftep  by  ftep, 
fuch  of  the  enemy  as  prefented  themfelves  being 
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continually  charged.  The  battle  lafted  from  one 
till  half  an  hour  after  four. 

“  Though  we  are  not  exadtly  informed  of  the 
lofs  of  officers  and  foldiers,  there  is  reafon  to  pre¬ 
fume,  that  the  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  comes  not 
ffiort  of  ours.  A  proof  of  the  courage  of  the 
Imperial  troops  may  be  evinced  from  their  defiring 
to  fight  again  the  next  day,  when  the  King  of 
Pruffia  prefented  himfelf  with  his  whole  army  to 
attempt  the  paflage  of  the  Schweidnitz.” 

To  which  the  Pruffians  replied  : — “  Such  is  the 
account  which  the  court  of  Vienna  thought  fit 
to  communicate  to  her  minifters  at  foreign  courts ; 
what  credit  fuch  minifters  deferve  is  now  manifefi: 
to  all  the  world,  and  what  muft  be  the  fituation 
of  a  court  which  is  driven  to  fuch  expedients  is 
equally  apparent.  The  furrender  of  Breflau,  in 
which  was  14,900  of  the  troops  of  Auftria,  befides 
altnoft  all  their  ableft  generals  and  officers,  is  the 
beft  poffible  teftimony,  that  this  battle  was  deci- 
five  in  favour  of  the  Pruffians ;  and  fo  far  was  the 
Auftrian  army  from  covering  this  capital,  as  was 
pretended,  that  all  who  efcaped,  and  could  not 
find  refuge  in  the  fortified  towns,  fled  in  the  ut- 
moft  terror  and  confufion,  not  knowing  what  to 
do,  nor  where  to  repair  for  fafety  or  protection  j 
infomuch  that  the  whole  boafted  army,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  which  was  ftill  fuperior  to  the  Pruffians 
on  the  14th,  was  fo  broken  and  difperfed  before 
the  26th  of  December,  that  it  was,  in  a  manner, 
annihilated.” 
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The  immediate  effeds  of  this  victory  was  the  ^  D. 
furrender  of  Brefiau.  His  troops,  in  the  heat  of 
their  courage,  were  eager  to  affault  and  to  attempt  fierged> 
this  ftrong  city,  garrifoned  by  14.000  men,  by 
ftorm  i  but  that  method  might  have  been  attended 
with  fatal  confequences.  Therefore  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  abated  their  ardour,  and  prevailed  with 
them  to  hearken  to  more  advifeable  meafures. 

He  ordered  the  approaches  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
ufual  form.  The  Pruffian  army  was  not  prepared 
to  form  a  fiege  ;  it  was  however  neceffary  that  they 
Ihould  not  leave  behind  them  fuch  a  ftrong  garri- 
fon  placed  by  the  Auftrians  in  that  capital  for  its 
defence.  They  at  firft  took  poffeffion  of  the 
fuburbs  called  Ohlau,  and  of  the  convent  of  the 
brothers  of  charity,  and  of  St.  Maurice’s  church¬ 
yard.  There  they  eftablifhed  two  batteries,  which 
were  foon  ready  to  be  played.  From  thence  they 
carried  a  parallel  within  400  paces  of  the  ditch  of 
the  city,  advancing  towards  Schweidnitz  gate. 

One  of  the  firft  effeds  of  their  bombs  was  the 
blowing  up  a  tower,  fituated  on  the  fhoulder  of  a 
baftion,  which  ferved  as  a  magazine  of  powder ; 
and  the  explofion  made  a  confiderable  breach  in 
the  ramparts.  This  happened  on  the  15th  at 
night,  and  greatly  facilitated  the  fuccefs  of  the 
attack.  The  greateft  part  of  the  cannon  of  the 
befieged  was  already  difmounted,  and  the  fire  of 
their  batteries  was,  on  the  16th,  almoft  entirely 
ceafed.  On  the  17th  the  Pruffians  advanced  con- 
fiderably  by  fap.  On  the  18th  they  ereded  a  new 
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they  were  advanced  within  140  paces  of  the  ditch, 
and  the  breach  was  confide rably  augmented. 
Thus  by  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  which  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  feafon  could  not  abate,  the  approaches 
were  carried  fo  far  as  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  think 
of  furrendering.  The  befieged  had  no  outwork 
that  covered  the  body  of  the  place  :  nor  any  co¬ 
vered  way.  The  befiegers  had  turned  off  the  little 
river  Ohlau,  and  by  that  means  had  left  the  ditch 
dry  ;  and  thus  there  remained  no  refource  for  the 
enemy  to  defend  themfelves  with  fuccefs.  They 
therefore  refolved  to  capitulate,  which  was  done 
on  the  20th.  The  commanders  of  the  garrifon 
would  have  ftipulated  for  advantages,  but  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  condition  of  being  made 
prifoners  of  war,  with  the  whole  garrifon. 

At  Breflau  144,000  florins  were  found  in  the 
Auftrian  military  cheft,  and  the  magazines  were 
well  flocked.  Thirty-feven  pieces  of  Pruflian 
cannon,  which  were  loft  in  the  adlion  of  the  2  2d  of 
November,  were  retaken  j  and  befides  the  artillery 
belonging  to  the  place,  forty-four  pieces  of  Auftrfan 
cannon  were  found  in  it. 

On  the  29th  the  town  of  Lignitz  furrendered, 
the  garrifon  of  which  was  buffered  to  retire,  as 
the  number  of  prifoners  was  already  fo  great  as  to 
render  the  entertainment  of  more  inconvenient* 
A  confiderable  magazine  of  meal  and  oats,  fome 
artillery,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  were 
fee  ured. 

The  vigilance  of  the  King  of  Pruffta  to  improve 
every  advantage  is  aftonifliing,  for,  notwithftand- 
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ing  the  deep  fnow  that  lay  upon  the  ground,  his  A.  D. 
Majefty  marched  on  the  24th,  at  break  of  day,  Schweid- 
with  part  of  his  army  and  a  train  or  artillery,  to  tacked. 
Schweidnitz,  garrifoned  with  7000  men.  _ 

Thus  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  in  a  month’s  time,  thePrufliaa 
beat  the  Imperialifts,  and  their  auxiliaries  the  aims. 
French  j  entirely  routed  the  Auftrians,  and  re¬ 
gained  all  Silefia,  except  the  town  of  Schweidnitz ; 
about  which  he  formed  a  blockade,  the  fame  day 
that  Breflau  capitulated.  And  at  this  time  the 
number  of  his  prifoners  exceeded  the  number  of 
his  whole  army. 

The  fiege  of  Schweidnitz  did  not  prevent  other 
operations  in  Silefta.  The  King  ordered  his  troops 
under  the  command  of  Baron  Fauque  to  purfue  F.eyberg 
the  Auftrian  fugitives,  who,  on  the  18th,  arrived 
at  Freyberg,  from  whence  the  enemy  was  inftantly 
diflodged:  nor  did  they  make  a  more  vigorous  And  oth.* 
defence  at  Fredberg,  Strigau,  Kunerfdorif,  nor 
any  of  the  open  towns  •,  but  fled  precipitately  on 
the  firft  approach  of  the  Pruflians.  On  the  19th 
four  officers  and  200  private  men  were  made  pri¬ 
foners,  and  fixty  waggons  laden  with  meal  for 
Schweidnitz  taken.  The  20th  the  Baron  purfued 
the  enemy  as  far  as  Reichenau,  and  attacked  them 
on  the  hills  near  Landffiut,  where  they  had  halted 
and  intrenched  themfelves,  having  received  in  the 
morning  of  that  day,  a  re-infcrcement  of  2000 
men  from  Liebau,  which  made  them  fuperior  in 
infantry  to  their  purfuers  *,  yet,  notwithftanding 
this  fuperiority,  they  were  driven  from  their 
trenches,  and  purfued  through  Griffau  and  Lie¬ 
bau  :  of  which  towns  the  Pruflians  took  pofieffion, 
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A.  D.  and  found  in  them  2000  tons  of  meal,  great  quan- 
*757’  titles  of  forage,  and  many  thoufand  bombs,  bul- 
Auftrians6  lets,  and  granadoes.  Thus  the  mountains  of  Si- 
lefla  were  entirely  fcoured,  and  thofe  of  the  enemy 
that  efcaped  driven  half  naked  and  ftarving  into  the 
circle  of  Konigfgratz. 

In  Upper  Silefia,  the  towns  of  JaggendorfF, 
TroppaUjTeffohen,  and  Strigau,  werelikewife  taken. 
The  love  Thefe  brave  actions,  fo  glorious  and  fo  rapid, 
Hmfor  the  endeared  him  to  the  people  of  Englahd,  who  had 
but  juft  before  given  him  up  for  loft  and  a  prey  to 
his  numerous  enemies.  They  loved  him ;  and 
they  beheld  him  with  aftoniffiment  and  admiration, 
extricating  himfelf  with  fuch  activity  and  galan- 
try,  out  of  fo  many  and  great  difficulties ;  and 
every  man,  at  that  time  faid,  “  It  was  a  pity  fo 
“  brave  a  monarch  fhould  be  unfupported,  or  per- 
“  mitted  to  be  cruffied  by  fuch  a  powerful,  yet 
«  cowardly  confederacy.”  So  warm  were  the 
whole  people  in  his  favour,  and  fo  eager  to  ffiew 
all  teftimonies  of  their  good  wiffies  to  his  caufe, 
that  they  celebrated  his  birth-day  with  marks  of 
affe&ion,  equal  to  thofe  they  give  to  their  own  So¬ 
vereign,  on  thofe  joyous  occafions. 

The  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  after  his  retreat  from 
Zell,  which  was  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  pon¬ 
toons  not  arriving  at  the  place  appointed  in  the 
well-regulated  plan",  that  General  had  ordered 

to 

*  The  pontoons  were  ordered  to  be  marched  to  Bey,  and 
two  bridges  to  belayed  there.  Lieutenant-General  Spoerke 
was  ordered  to  pafs  over  his  irregulars,  his  grenadiers,  and  his 
work-men,  to  make  dire&ly  a  tete  du  font ,  to  march  over  his 
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O  be  executed  for  a  coup  de  mam  upon  that  city,  t — 
laving  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters  at  Ultzen, 

-eceived  intelligence,  that  the  bridge,  which  the 
memy  had  broke  down  at  Zell  was  repaired,  and 
that  M.  Broglio,  with  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
had  paffed  the  Aller,  to  the  right,  and  that  othei 
bodies  had  paffed  the  fame  river  below ;  fo  that 
an  attack  might  be  inftantly  expeaed.  Therefore  Mot.ons 

Lieutenant  General  Spoerke,  and  the  Major  Ge-  mjwbout 

neral  Steplin  and  Gilfe  were  detached  the  fame  ~ 
niaht f,  with  five  battalions  and  as  many  fquadrons, 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Theie 
were  next  day  reinforced  with  four  battalions  and 
four  fquadrons.  But  no  adion  enfued  :  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  French  parties  being  no  more  than 
a  feint  to  favour  an  efcort  of  waggons,  laden 
with  baggage,  which  M.  de  Richelieu  had  de¬ 
tached  from  his  army  into  the  interior  part  of  the 
country,  for  greater  fecurity.  So  that  as  loon  as 
the  Hanoverian  parties  appeared,  Broglio  and  the 

detachment,  and  the  fecond  line  was  under  arms,  to  be  ready 
when  lent  for.  At  the  fame  time  Lieutenant-General  Gberg 
with  two  battalions  and  eight  fquadrons,  was  ordered  to  march 
to  the  right  of  Zell  and  Helen,  and  there  to  make  all  the  Ihew 
he  could  of  palling,  to  fire  away,  and  to  make  u  appear  e- 
rious.  Major-General  Ifenberg,  with  three  battalions  and 
two  fquadrons,  was  ordered  to  do  the  fame  at  Laethenfen,  on 
the  left  of  Zell,  and  Major-General  Kilmanfegge  was  to  try 
to  force  into  Zell,  with  two  battalions  under  his  command  and 
to  get  pofieffion  of  the  town,  on  the  firft  appearance  o  t  e 
enemy’s  abandoning  it ;  Prince  Ferdinand  intending  to  march 
the  army  over  the  bridges  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank, 
f  Of  thd  23d  of  December, 
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other  French  parties  returned  to  their  pofts  at 

Zell. 

Having  purfued  the  wars  in  Germany  all  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  ar¬ 
mies,  both  the  vidorious  and  thedefeated,  obliging 
them  to  retire  out  of  the  field,  to  refrefh  and  re¬ 
cruit  themfelves  in  winter  quarters ;  let  us  change 
the  fcene,  and  view  the  tranfadions  of  the  Britifh 
miniftry. 

We  have  informed  you  that  the  army  of  obfer- 
vation  was  put  again  in  motion,  and  .  that  the  re¬ 
fuming  of  their  arms  was  juftified  by  the  notorious 
infradion  of  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-Seven  by 
the  French.  This  was  approved  of  and  advifed  by 
the  Britifh  court  with  promife  of  fupport. 

The  Dutch,  under  the  profefiions  of  friendfhip 
for  Great  Britain,  contributed  greatly  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  the  French,  by  granting  them 
a  free  pafiage  through  Namur  and  Maeflricht,  for 
provifions,  ammunition  and  artillery.  A  condud 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  our  allies,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality,  under  which 
they  claimed  great  advantages  from  this  nation. 
Our  court  were  juftly  difpleafed  with  their  High 
and  Mightinefies  for  the  facility,  with  which  they 
yielded  to  this  demand  of  the  French  Monarch  ; 
and  ftrongly  remonftrated  againft  a  concefiion  to 
our  enemies,  that  was  fo  manifeftly  in  their  fa¬ 
vour.  But  where  inclination,  or  intereft  bends, 
there  never  wants  an  excufe.  Inability  to  refift  a 
powerful  neighbour,  was  pleaded  as  a  fufficienc 
reafon  for  them  to  acquiefce  in  the  peremptory  de¬ 
mand 
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rrnnd  of  a  hoftile  nation,  from  whom  they  ex¬ 
pend  to  reap  great  commercial  profits :  and  a 
plea  of  poverty  was  invented  to  cover  an  unw.l- 

lingnefs  to  put  their  republic  into  a  ftate  of  de¬ 
fence  and  refpefl.  This  was  only  a  fpeomen  of 
that  attachment  and  partiality,  which  the  Dutch 
ihewed  towards  France,  during  the  whole  war. 

They  pleaded  necefficy  or  convemency  for  every 
thing,  that  the  enemy  could  with  to  have  them  do 

°f  This  was  foon  exemplified  in  that  tamenefs  and  = 
indifference,  with  which  they  faw  France  take 
pofiefiion  of  Nieuport  and  Oftend  delivered  t 
them  by  the  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  treaties,  of  which  the  Republic  were 
guarantees,  for  their  own  fecurity,  againft  the  am¬ 
bition  of  France.  So  that  both  duty  and  intereft 
required  their  concurrence  with  Great  Britain  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  the  furrender  of 
thofe  two  fea  ports  and  barrier  towns,  into  the 

hands  of  the  common  enemy  g.  Colonel 

,  On  the  6th  of  July  Count  Colloredo  envoy -nxtraMdi- 

„aty  from  the  Empreft  Queen  of  f« ■ 

without  taking  leave :  the  letter  he  wrote  on  this  occafion  w 

as  follows : 

My  Lord,  &c. 

««  His  Britannic  Majefty  having  thought  proper  W  efpou 
the  caufe  of  the  enemies  of  my  court  and  its  allies  m 

fent  litnation  of  things,  I  have  ■>«  ^ 

and  purpofe  to  be  gone  as  icon  as  pofiible.  I  ihaU  take  M 

de  Lohzem  with  me ;  and  I  defrre  that  your  excellency  wout 
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A.  D.  Colonel  Yorke,  his  Majefty’s  plenipotentiary  at 

Remon-  the  HaSue’  on  the  28th  of  November,  endea- 
ftrance  a.  voured  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the  danger  and 
CoTonei by  injuftice  of  remaining  indifferent  on  fuch  an  event  j 
York?.  that  threatened  to  defeat  all  the  advantages  gained 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ;  and  to  fpirit  them  up  to 
a  vigorous  refolution  to  interpofe,  and  at  lead  to 
remonftrate  againft  fuch  open  violations  of  that 
tieaty.  c  Confldering,  fays  the  Colonel,  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituation,  which  Europe  has  been  in,  during 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  in  confequence  of  mea¬ 
sures  concerted  to  embroil  all  Europe,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  was  willing  to  flatter  himfelf, 
that  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles,  out  of 
regard  to  the  circumfpedt  conduct  obferved  by 
your  High  Mightineffes,  would  have  at  lead  in- 

be  pleafed  to  grant  us  the  'neceflary  paffports  for  our  baggage 
and  attendants. 

It  was  with  the  greatefl:  regret  I  beheld  the  caufes  of  my 
reca!  growing  up  ;  and  I  can  allure  your  excellency,  that  I 
leave  this  court  with  the  deeped:  fenfe  of  the  many  favours  I 
have  received.  I  am  particularly  fenfible  of  the  civilities 
which  your  excellency  hath  fhewn  me ;  I  lhall  always  retain 
a  gra^e.ul  remembrance  thereof ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
with  the  utmoft  confideration,  &c,"  * 

To  tnis  letter  it  was  anfwered.  “  That  the  King  received 
with  aftonilhment  the  news  of  the  minifler’s  recal ;  and  that 
he  looked  upon  this  ftep  as  a  confequence  of  the  alliance, 
which  his  fovereign  had  contracted  with  his  Majelty’s  natural 
enemy,  the  French  King ;  that  in  the  mean  while  he  had 
given  orders  to  Mr.  Keith,  his  Minifter  at  Vienna,  and  Mr. 

Ayrolies,  his  refident  at  Bruflels,  to  quit  thofe  courts  imme, 
distely.” 
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formed  you  of  the  changes  they  have  thought  A.  D. 
proper  to  make  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 

*  It  was  with  the  utmoft  furprize  the  King 
heard  that,  without  any  previous  confent  from 
your  High  MightinelTes,  and  almoft  without  giv¬ 
ing  you  any  notice,  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of  Oftend  and 
Nieuport  into  the  hands  of  the  French  troops,  and 
to  withdraw  her  own,  as  well  as  her  aitillery  and 
ftores,  whilft  France  continues  to  fend  thither  a 

formidable  quantity  of  both. 

<  The  conduct  of  the  court  of  Vienna  towards 
his  Majefty,  is  indeed  fo  unmerited,  and  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  words  to 
exprefs  it:  but  whatever  fallacious  pretexts  ffie 
may  have  made  ufe  of  to  palliate  her  behaviour 
towards  England,  it  doth  not  appear  that  they 
can  be  extended  fo  far  as  to  excu!e  the  infring- 
ment  in  concert  with  France,  of  the  mod  lolemn 
treaties  between  her  and  your  High  and  Mighti- 
nefifes. 

<  The  King  never  doubted  that  your  High 
MightinelTes  would  have  made  proper  reprefenta- 
tions  to  the  two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  demon- 
Urate  the  injuftice  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  and  the 
danger  that  might  afterwards  refult  from  it. 

*  Your  High  MightinelTes  will  have  perceived, 
that  your  filence  on  the  firft  flop  encouraged  the 
two  courts,  newly  allied,  to  attempt  others :  and 
who  can  fay,  where  they  will  Hop  ?  the  pretext, 
at  firft,  was,  the  need  which  the  Emprefs  Queen 

ftood  in  of  the  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in  he 
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Empire,  and  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the 
fafety  of  thofe  important  places,  and  afterwards 
of  their  imaginary  danger  from  England. 

‘  But,  high  and  mighty  Lords  !  it  is  but  too 
evident,  that  the  powers,  who  have  taken  thefe 
meafures  in  concert,  have  other  projects  in  view, 
and  have  made  new  regulations,  with  regard  to 
that  country,  which  cannot  but  alarm  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  dates. 

‘  The  late  demand  made  to  your  High  and 
Mightinefifes,  of  a  paffage  for  a  large  train  of  war¬ 
like  implements,  through  fome  of  the  barrier  towns, 
in  order  to  be  fent  to  Oftend  and  Nieuport,  could 
not  fail  to  awake  the  King’s  attention.  The  fin- 
cere  friendfhip  and  parity  of  intereds  of  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  require  that  they  fhould  no 
longer  keep  filence,  lead,  in  the  iffue,  it  fhould 
be  confidered  as  a  tacit  confent,  and  as  a  relin- 
quifhment  of  all  our  rights. 

‘  The  King  commands  me  therefore  to  recal 
to  your  High  and  Mightineffes,  the  two-fold  right 
you  have  acquired,  to  keep  the  Auflrian  Nether¬ 
lands  under  the  government  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  that  no  other  has  a  title  to  make  the 
lead  alteration  therein,  without  the  confent  of 
your  High  and  Mightineffes,  unlefs  the  new  allies 
have  refolved  to  fet  afide  all  prior  treaties,  and,  at 
pleafure,  to  difpofe  of  every  thing  that  may  fuit 
their  private  intereft. 

‘  In  the  treaty  between  your  High  and  Mighti- 
neffes  and  the  crown  of  France,  figned  at  Utrecht, 
on  the  nth  of  April  1713,  in  the  fifteenth  article, 
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are  thefe  words  :  “  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  no  A.  V. 
“  province,  fort,  town  or  city  of  the  faid  Nether- 
“  lands,  or  of  thole  which  are  given  up  by  his  Ca- 
tt  thdic  Majefty,  fhall  ever  be  ceded,  transferred, 

<c  or  given,  or  fhall  ever  devolve,  to  the  crown 
tt  0f  France,  or  any  Prince  or  Princefs,  of  the 
“  houfe  or  line  of  France,  either  by  virtue  of  any 
««  gift,  exchange,  marriage  contract,  lucceffion  by 
“  will,  or  by  any  other  title  whatever,  to  the 
*«  power  and  authority  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King, 

**  or  of  any  Prince  or  Princefs  of  the  houle  or 
«  line  of  France.” 

«  In  the  barrier  treaty  thefe  very  ftipulations  are 
repeated,  in  the  firft  article  :  “  His  Imperial  and 
«  Catholic  Majefty  promifes  and  engages  that  no 
“  province,  city,  town,  fortrefs,  or  territory  of 
“  the  faid  country,  (hall  be  ceded,  transferred, 

“  given  or  devolve  to  the  crown  of  France,  or  to 
“  any  other  but  the  fucceflion  of  the  German  do- 
“  minions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  either  by  do- 
“  nation,  fale,  exchange,  marriage-con traft,  he- 
«  ritage,  teftamentary  fucceffton,  nor  under  any 
«  other  pretext  whatfoevcr  ;  fo  that  no  province, 

“  town,  fortrefs  or  territory,  of  the  faid  Nether- 
“  lands  fhall  ever  be  fubjedt  to  any  other  prince, 

“  but  to  the  fuccefTor  of  the  ftates  of  the  houfe  of 
“  Auftria  alone,  excepting  what  has  been  yielded 
«  by  the  prefent  treaty  to  the  faid  Lords  of  the 
“  States  General.” 

‘  A  bare  reading  of  thefe  two  articles,  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  evince  all  that  I  have  juft  reprefented  to 
your  High  and  Mightineffes  i  and  whatever  pre¬ 
text 
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■A.  D.  text  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles  may  al- 
l,5/'  ledge,  to  cover  the  infradion  of  thefe  treaties, 
the  thiqg  remains  neverthelefs  evident ;  w'nilft  thefe 
two  courts  are  unable  to  prove,  that  the  towns  of 
Offend  and  Nieuport  are  not  actually  in  the  power 
of  France.  If  their  defigns  are  juft,  or  agreeable 
to  thefe  treaties,  they  will,  doubtlefs,  not  fcruple, 
in  the  leaft,  to  make  your  High  and  Mightinefles 
eafy  on  that  head,  by  openly  explaining  them- 
felves  to  a  quiet  and  pacific  neighbour,  and  by 
giving  you  indifputable  proofs  of  their  intentions 
to  fulfil  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  two  treaties, 
with  regard  to  the  Netherlands. 

4  The  King  hath  lo  much  confidence  in  the 
good  fenfe,  prudence  and  friendfhip  of  your  High 
and  Mightinefles,  that  he  makes  not  the  leaft  doubt 
of  your  taking  the  moft  efficacious  meafures  to 
dear  up  an  affair  of  fuch  importance,  and  of  your 
being  pleafed,  in  concert  with  his  Majefty,  to 
watch  over  the  fate  of  a  country,  whofe  fituation 
and  independence  have,  for  more  than  a  century, 
been  regarded,  as  one  of  the  principal  fupports  of 
your  liberty  and  commerce.’ 

TheDutch  This  remonftrance,  enforced  greatly  by  the  ap- 
aLumed.  pre}ienflons  the  Dutcli  patriots  entertained  of  the 
impending  danger  from  Embden,  which  was  alfo 
pofiefled  by  the  French,  on  the  other  fide  of  their 
republic,  worked  powerfully  amongft  the  States 
of  Holland.  The  moft  fenfible,  and  fome  of  the 
moft  powerful  members,  began  to  exprefs  their 
uneafinefs,  by  remonftrances,  full  of  zeal  for  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  their  country.  But 
*  the 
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the  French  faction  in  their  government  prevailed,  A.  D. 
and  a  way  was  found  to  difiipate  all  their  ieais 
and  jealouf.es,  to  make  them  difregard  the  advice 
of  Great  Britain,  by  a  declaration  from  the  French 
minifter,  of  the  good  and  upright  intentions  of 
the  King  his  mailer,  towards  their  High  and 
Mightineffes,  with  affurance  of  fecurity,  not  only 
from  infult  from  the  French  troops  ;  but  of  pro¬ 
tection  from  any  others;  to  which  he  faid  they 
were  more  in  danger  to  be  expofed,  on  account 
of  their  obfervance  of  the  neutrality.  A  molt  infuffici- 
Haring  inftance  of  the  inlufficiency  of  treaties  treatjes< 
and  guarantees,  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  the  belt 
conditions  of  peace!  What  could  be  more  firmly 
ftipulated  by  the  barrier  treaty,  and  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht?  What  could  be  devifed  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  to  Hop  the  torrent  of  French  ambition,  for 
ever  invading  and  encroaching  upon  Holland  and 
Germany,  better  than  a  ftrong  barrier?  What  could 
prevent  France  entering  the  united  provinces,  it 
the  barrier  fhould  be  deftroyed?  What  could  be 
more  folemnly  engaged  than  by  the  Dutch  to  gua¬ 
rantee,  to  exert  the  utmoft  of  their  flrength  to 
maintain,  that  barrier  againft  all  attempts  of  the 
French  ?  Yet  you  fee  the  two  principal  fea-ports 
within  that  barrier,  which  coll  fo  dear,  fo  many 
millions  in  money,  and  io  many  thoufand  lives  to 
obtain  it,  for  the  foie  benefit  of  Aullria  and  Hol¬ 
land,  was  wantonly  given  into  the  polfeffion  of 
France,  to  over-awe  and  prevent  the  Dutch  taking 
part  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  had 
faved  both  Aullria  and  Holland  from  deftrudion. 
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and  beheld  with  indifferency  by  the  Dutch,  whofe 
very  exiftence  depends  upon  the  friendlhip  of 
Great  Britain,  and  a  coertion  of  the  power  of 
France. 

Spain,  during  all  this  fummer,  after  Mr.  Pitt 
relumed  the  feals,  behaved  with  more  decency  to¬ 
wards  the  Englilh  nation  :  though  their  councils 
were  very  much  fufpedted  of  an  inclination  to 
favour  the  intereft  of  France ;  and  the  States  of 
Italy  were  kept  in  awe  by  the  cruizers  fent  from 
Gibraltar,  up  the  Streights.  But,  if  poffible,  it 
was  good  policy  to  give  them  no  foundation  of  a 
quarrel  with  us. 

In  this  fituation  of  Europe,  the  time  approached 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Britifh  parliament ;  which 
was  fummoned  to  do  bufinefs  on  the  firft  of  De¬ 
cember.  But  as  the  bufinefs  of  this  fellions  does 
mod  properly  relate  to  the  next  year,  we  fhall 
not  touch  upon  any  affairs  or  matters  done  in 
either  houfe  of  parliament,  till  we  have  fummed 
up  the  memorable  contents  of  the  prefent  year, 
and  given  an  account  of  the  fhips  taken  on  both 
Tides. 

In  what  light  poflerity  will  view  the  tranfa&ions 
of  the  year  1 757,  is  uncertain;  they  appear  to  us, 
that  live  at  the  time,  and  know  them  to  be  fadts, 
in  a  marvellous  light.  It  is  fcarce  credible,  what 
we  have  feen  atchieved,  and  what  we  have  feen 
mifcarried.  The  fpace  of  a  fingle  year  never  ex¬ 
hibited,  on  the  fcene  of  a  fingle  country,  never 
contained  fo  many  ftriking  events,  never  difplayed 
fo  many  revolutions  of  fortune,  as  thofe  we  have 
3  feen 
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feen  in  Germany.  Revolutions!  not  only  beyond  A.  D. 
the  mod  fanguine  expectations  j  but  far  beyond  1?5/ 
what  the  molt  fagacious  forefight,  reafoning  from 
experience  and  the  nature  of  things,  could  pof- 
fibly  have  imagined.  Behold,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  triumphant ;  the 
whole  power  of  the  Auftrians  was  totally  defeated, 
and  their  hopes  were  utterly  ruined.— Suddenly 
the  Auftrian  Affairs  were  re-eftablifhed,  their  ar¬ 
mies  victorious,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  defeated, 
abandoned  by  his  allies  ;  furrounded  by  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  reduced  to  the  very  brink  of  defpair.— 

He  rifes  and  triumphs  again,  beyond  all  hopes, 
and  defeats  and  levels  to  the  ground  the  united 
power  of  France,  Auftria  and  the  Empire— Forty 
thoufand  Hanoverians,  a  whole  army,  fubmit  to 
80,000  French,  and  are  only  not  prifoners  of  war  : 
the  French  become  pofieflors  of  all  the  country 
between  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe :  yet  thefe  fame 
Hanoverians  refume  their  arms  5  and  recover  their 
country.  Within  this  year  there  have  been 
400,000  men  in  aCtion.  Six  pitched  battles  have 
been  fought.  Three  great  armies  demolifhed. 

The  French  army  of  80,000  men  reduced  and 
vanquifhed  without  fighting.  The  Ruffians  victo¬ 
rious,  yet  flying,  as  if  they  had  been  vanquifhed. 

A  confederacy  of  the  five  greateft:  powers  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  to  reduce  one  fmall  potentate :  all  the 
ftrength  of  thofe  powers  exerted  and  baffled  in  one 
fingle  campaign  by  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

Change  the  feene  to  Great  Britain  :  We  fee  the  In  theBrI. 
Britiffl  flag  infulted,  and  the  laws  of  nations  trod  t!.,h  dom‘- 

upon 
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upon  by  Spain,  in  favour  of  France,  with  impu¬ 
nity.  A  great  fleet  and  army  returning  from 
Rochefort  without  attempting  to  land  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  where  there  was  neither  fleet  nor  army  fuffici- 
ent  to  withftand  their  force.  All  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  in  America  left  expofed  to  the  enemy.  The 
troops,  that  fliould  have  defended  them,  tranfported 
to  be  exercifed  at  Hallifax,  while  the  French ‘ra¬ 
vaged  and  conquered  what  they  pleafed.  A  fleet 
and  army,  that  cofl  the  nation  upwards  of  a 
million,  to  hold  a  council  of  war  in  Nova  Scotia  j 
while  the  French,  with  a  few  Indians,  were  con¬ 
quering  all  before  them  :  fo  that  the  Britifh  glory 
feemed  to  fink  in  every  place,  except  where  thofe 
unparallelled  military  atchievements  were  perform¬ 
ed  in  the  eaft.  In  Bengal,  Clive  upheld  his  coun¬ 
try’s  fame  for  feats  of  arms.  With  lefs  than  3000 
men  he  defeated  upwards  of  40,000  Moors  ‘and 
French :  he  recovered  our  fettlements ;  ruined 
the  French  in  thofe  parts ;  delivered  the  natives 
of  Bengal,  &c.  from  a  tyrant,  and  placed  a  Na¬ 
bob  upon  the  throne  ;  he  even  conquered  that  ex- 
tenfive,  populous,  rich  kingdom  with  lefs  force, 
and  in  lefs  time,  than  an  infignificant  fortrefs  has 
been  reduced  in  Germany.  In  the  other  parts  of 
Eafl:  India  our  people  were  negledted,  and  not  in 
a  condition  to  face  the  enemy  in  the  field  ;  while 
the  French  were  confiderably  reinforced  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  preparing  to  give  the  laft  ftroke  to  our 
trade  and  interefl:  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 
To  which  the  conqueft  of  Yifagapatam,  by  M. 
Bufify,  was  only  a  prelude. 
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The  captures,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  con- 
tributed  greatly  to  weaken  and  to  impovenfh  the  ^  ^ 
enemy,  and  to  complete  the  ruin  of  their  naviga-  p 
tion  and  trade.  But  it  mull  be  confefled,  that 
the  enemy  were  extremely  diligent,  and,  confi- 
dering  our  vaft  fuperiority  at  lea,  their  privateers 
performed  wonders,  and  did  our  commerce  con- 
fiderable  damage,  by  interrupting  our  navigation,^ 
making  many  prizes,  and  raifing  the  premium  of 
infurance  to  a  mofh  excefifive  height,  which  be¬ 
came  an  intolerable  burden  upon  our  manu¬ 
factures  and  merchandize.— The  number  of  Ihips  MaJehy 
taken  from  the  -French,  and  laden  with  Fiench  nth. 
property,  were  364;  of  which  115  were  conli- 
derable  privateers  and  armed  merchantmen  ;  car¬ 
rying  1460  guns,  and  upwards  of  ten  thouiand 
feamen.  The  Ibips  taken  by  the  French  from  Byjhe- 
the  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  greatly  exceeded 
this  number,  and  amounted  to  571  great  and 
fmall  veffels.  But  they  were  neither  fo  full  of 
men,  nor  fo  well  armed  with  cannon  as  the 
French. 

Amonefl  the  French  prizes  we  find  feveral  va-  Remarfc- 

°  1  .  qpi  able  prizes 

luable  cargoes,  as  well  as  flout  privateers.  I  ne  ancj  ac. 
moll  remarkable,  both  as  to  their  contents,  and  tl0US' 
to  their  defence,  were,  the  Pondicherry,  an  Eall 
Indiaman,  burden  1000  tons,  taken  by  the 
Dover  man  of  war,  after  a  refolute  engagement 
of  about  an  hour,  in  which  her  fecond  captain 
and  five  men  were  killed: — I  he  Bien  Acquis, 
carrying  30  foldiers,  1346  calks  of  flour,  60  bar¬ 
rels  of  gun-powder,  fix  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
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6 o  bombs  and  bomb-lhells,  ammunition,  foldiers_ 
' 5' '  cloaths.  See.  was  taken  by  the  Tyger  privateer  of 
Briltol. — The  Efperance  and  the  Norn  de  Dieu, 
laden  on  the  fame  account,  both  for  the  Mifiif- 

fippi  : - The  Grand  Biche,  carrying  22  nine 

pounders  on  one  deck,  and  the  Henry,  laden  with 
foldiers  and  naval  ftores  for  Louifbourg : — The 
Invincible  privateer  of  St.  Maloes,  which  mounted 
24  guns,  nine  pounders,  flipped  286  men,  and 
engaged  his  Majefty’s  flip  Unicorn  two  hours  and 
a  half;  during  the  a&ion  the  captain  was  killed, 
but  Lieutenant  Clements  fought  the  fhip  till  he 
obliged  the  Frenchman  to  ftrike.  The  privateer 
had  near  fifty  killed  and  wounded  ;  the  Unicorn 
had  no  more  than  the  boatfwain,  armourer,  and  a 

marine  killed,  and  five  men  wounded  : - The 

Mount  Ofizer  privateer  of  20  guns,  nine  pounders, 
which,  after  linking  to  the  Tartar,  had  the  af- 
furance  to  refume  their  arms  and  to  board  their 
conqueror.  But  they  paid  dearly  for  their  trea¬ 
chery,  fix-and-thirty  being  killed,  and  many  of 
them  wounded  : — The  Renomee,  burden  350 
tons,  laden  chiefly  with  pork,  flour,  and  200  muf- 
kets ;  and  the  Superbe,  burden  750  tons,  laden 
with  bale  goods,  warlike  ftores,  provifions  and 
242  officers  and  foldiers,  240  barrels  of  powder, 
320  mufkets  and  bayonets : — The  Queen  of  An¬ 
gels,  a  Domingo-man,  of  18  guns,  valued  at  two 
millions  of  livres : — The  Duke  de  Aquitaine  Q  an 

Kail 

h  This  fhip  had  landed  her  cargo,  which  was  very  rich,  at 
Lifbon  forae  months  before  ;  and  was  now  fitted  out  as  a  man 

.  of 


the  LATE  W  A  R. 

-  r._ 

Eaft  India  fhip,  of  1500  tons,  mounting  50  guns, 

18  pounders,  and  carrying  493  men*,  fhe  fought 
his  Majefty’s  {hips  Eagle  and  Medway,  very 
brifkly,  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  then 
ftruck  her  colours,  having  loft  50  men  killed  and 
22  dangeroufly  wounded,  befides  many  more,  that 
were  hurt.  All  her  mails,  fails  and  rigging  were 
fo  {battered,  that  they  broke  away  and  fell  over¬ 
board.  The  lofs  on  our  fide  was  ten  men  killed, 
and  32  wounded  on  board  the  Eagle;  the  Med¬ 
way,  which  was  employed  only  in  raking  the 
enemy,  had  no  more  than  ten  men  wounded:— The 
Due  d’Aquillain  privateer,  of  24  nine  pounders 
and  two  four  pounders,  each  large  gun  weighing 
goolb.  heavier  than  the  Tartar  s,  was  taken  by 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Tartar,  Captain  Lockhart,  oft 
the  I  fie  of  Wight,  after  an  engagement  of  one 
hour  and  twelve  minutes.  The  Tartar  fired  42 
broadfides,  and  killed  and  wounded  50  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  only  four  killed  and  one 
wounded  The  Aquillon,  a  French  man  of  war, 
of  48  guns  and  450  men,  maintained  a  running 
fight  for  two  hours  with  the  Antelope  S  and  then 
was  forced  upon  the  rocks  in  the  north  pait  of 
Hodierne  Bay,  where  ftie  was  irrecoverably  loft 
The  Melampe  privateer  of  Bayone,  of  700  tons, 
36  guns  and  320  men,  taken  after  an  engage - 

of  war,  with  orders  to  cruife  off  the  rock  of  Lifton,  to  mter- 
cept  the  Mermaid,  a  20  gun  Englilh  frigate,  expeded  to  fait 
from  that  pert  in  a  few  days. 

1  The  Antelope  had  three  men  killed  and  thirteen  wounded. 
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inent  of  three  hours,  by  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Tar¬ 
tar,  of  28  guns  and  200  men,  Captain  Lockhart. 
—And  the  Elermione  k  French  frigate,  of  26 
thirteen  pounders,  and  two  nine  pounders,  ftruck 
to  Captain  Elliot,  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Hufiar, 
built  of  fir-,  who  alfo,  about  the  fame  time,  funk 
a  large  French  two  decker,  without  being  able  to 
lave  a  man. 

Let  us  not  conclude  the  annals  of  this  year 
without  recording  the  gallant  a&ion  of  Peter  Mur¬ 
ray,  the  boatfwain  of  the  St.  George  from  Smyrna, 
richly  laden,  and  taken  by  the  Bien  Aime,  a 
French  privateer.  Peter  Murray  and  three  bailors 
belonging  to  the  St.  George,  was  left  on  board 
the  prize,  and  feventeen  Frenchmen  were  put  on 

I  t 

k  On  board  the  Hermione  were  fome  of  the  Tilbury’s  peo¬ 
ple,  who  greatly  praifed  the  humanity  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  little  fifhing  town,  near  the  place  where  they  were  wreck¬ 
ed  :  who  not  only  concealed  them  from  the  barbarous  favages, 
but  fupplied  them  with  all  neceffaries  they  could  fpare. — An 
example,  that  greatly  upbraided  their  mother  country,  where 
at  this  very  time,  the  Englifh  prifoners  were  moil  cruelly 
treated,  according  to  the  account  of  Captain  Clarke,  of  the 
Exeter,  publifhed  in  the  London  papers,  and  dated  Fifchamp 
in  Normandy,  July  6.  “  We  both  live  worfe,  fays  he,  and 
lie  worfe  than  the  hogs  do  in  England  :  we  lie  on  flint  pave¬ 
ment,  and  have  but  a  pound  of  flravv  each  man  to  fpread  un¬ 
der  us,  and  nothing  but  the  roof  of  the  houfe  and  heavens  to 
cover  us.  Our  living  is  mofl  miferably  bad  ;  we  have  nothing 
but  bread  allowed  for  breakfall,  and  at  dinner  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  of  beef  a  man,  boiled  all  to  pieces  for  foup,  and  fome 
mufly  cyder  to  drink ;  at  fupper  we  have  bread,  water,  and 
green  cale  boiled  up  together.”  And  this  was  better  treat¬ 
ment,  than  fome  met  with  in  Old  France. 

board 
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board  to  navigate  her  to  Marfeilles.  In  the  paf-  A 
faoe  Peter  found  means  to  fecure  the  arms,  and 
then,  by  confining  fome,  wounding  others,  and 
obliging  the  reft  to  affift  him,  he,  with  his  three 
Englifhmen,  retook  poffefiion  of  the  fliip,  with¬ 
out  killing  one  man,  and  carried  her  fafe  into 
the  port  of  Barcelona  1 . — Neither  ought  we  to 
pafs  over  in  filence  the  engagement  of  his  Ma- 
jeity’s  fliip  Southampton,  Captain  Gilchrift,  with 
five  French  privateers,  off  the  Hie  of  Wight. 
Two  of  the  privateers  were  of  equal  force  with 
the  Southampton.  The  captain  fought  them  al- 
mofl  three  hours,  one  hour  of  which  time  was 
between  two  fires.  In  this  fituation  his  men  be¬ 
haved  fo  gallantly,  that,  though  it  was  not  in  his 

|I  • 

X  The  Mills  of  Hull,  Mr.  Claude,  matter,  from  Virginia, 
was  taken  off  of  Nantakett-fhoals,  in  O&ober  1756,  by  a 
French  privateer  from  Louifbourg,  of  which  thip  Captain  Za- 
chariah  Norman,  of  the  Porter,  of  Liverpool,  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  in  Auguft  laft.  “  The  Frenchmen  took  out 
the  matter  and  molt  of  the  crew,  leaving  the  mate,  William 
Lawfon,  fecond  mate,  carpenter,  and  two  or  three  more  Eng¬ 
lifhmen  on  board,  along  with  thirty-two  Frenchmen,  with  an 
intent  to  fend  her  to  Louilbourg.  By  diftrefs  of  weather  they 
were  beat  off  the  coatt,  aad  having  exhautted  all  the  provi- 
fions,  even  till  they  were  obliged  to  eat  the  cat  and  dog,  a 
lharke’s  tail,  that  was  nailed  on  the  veflel’s  ftern,  a  horfe  hide, 
deiigned  to  preferve  the  rigging  when  gauled,  and  fowl's  dung 
fried  in  oil,  they  refigned,  in  December,  the  (hip  to  the  hands 
of  the  Englilh,  who  carried  her  into  Placentia-harbour,  in 
Newfoundland,  having  then  little  or  no  water  left,  and  in  the 
utmoft  diftrefs  for  all  neceffaries  of  life.” 
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A.  D.  power  to  bring  them  into  port,  he  entirely  filenced 
17 57'  one  of  them,  and  obliged  the  other  to  drop  aftern 
of  her  comrade, '  Captain  Gilchrifl’s  Chip  havino- 
received  eight  dangerous  fhot  between  wind  and 
water;  ten  men  killed,  fourteen  mortally  wound¬ 
ed,  and  as  many  rendered  uncapable  of  their  fer- 
vice;  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  purfue,  and 
therefore  put  into  Weymouth  to  repair  damages, 
and  to  recruit. 

There  were  feveral  other  gallant  achievements 
by  our  naval  commanders,  whofe  accounts  not 
being  tranfmitted  to  England  till  the  next  year, 
will  more  properly  come  within  the  contents  of  the 
following  book. 
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BOOK  III. 

Containing  the  feveral  expeditions  againjl  the  coqft  of 
France  and  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  conquefts  of 
Senegal,  Goree,  Louifbourg,  Cape  Breton ,  and  of 
feveral  forts  in  North  America.  The  fuccefs  of  the 
army  of  Ohfervation,  under  the  command  of  Prince 
Ferdinand.  Great  Britain  s  connections  with  Pruf- 
fia.  The  campaign  in  Germany  between  the  king 
of  PruJJia  and  the  Imperials,  Auflnans ,  Ruf¬ 
fians ,  French  and  Swedes.  The  fate  of  the  war 

in  Eaft  India :  and  the  fuccefs  of  our  naval  power 
againjl  the  French ,  during  the  year  1758. 

TH  E  inactivity  and  difgraces  of  the  laft  cam-  A.  D. 

paign,  both  in  America  and  on  the  coaft  ^ 
of  France,  were  not  lefs  diffatisfaftory  to  the  na-  affairs, 
tion,  than  the  mifcarriages  in  the  preceding  year : 
but  their  fears  were  fomewhat  relieved  by  the 
pood  opinion  the  generality  of  the  people  en- 
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175^8.'  terta*ned  Mr.  Pitt,  and  with  the  expectation 
that  the  time  was  at  hand,  when  delinquents  would 
be  brought  to  punifhment,  and  the  fervice  both 
by  fea  and  land  would  be  put  into  better  hands. 

uponThe tS  The  Patriots  could  n°t  be  blent  upon  the  oc- 
late  expe-  cab°n>  tc  It  has,  faid  they,  been  the  great  mif- 
dmon.  fortune  of  Britain  to  have  the  grand  bufinefs  of 

the  nation  retarded  *at  home  by  party  debates, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms  abroad  fruftrated  by 
tame  affemblies  and  councils  of  war.  When  a 
commander  in  chief  holds  fuch  councils  to  deli¬ 
berate  whether,  or  not,  he  fhall  carry  his  orders 
into  execution,  there  is  certainly  great  room  to 

entertain  fufpicions  of  his  condudl. - From  fuch 

cautious  proceedings,  we  may  be  led  to  conclude, 
T  hat  he  is  either  afraid  of  doing  his  duty ;  or  that 
he  has  received  fome  fecret  counter-orders  to  war¬ 
rant  his  inactivity :  and  that,  therefore,  he  chufes 
to  fkreen  himfelf  under  the  refolutions  of  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  as  a  colourable  pretext  for  not  purfu- 
ing  his  public  and  vifible  orders. 

Indeed  it  may  be  prudent  in  a  general  or 
admiral,  to  advife  with  his  officers  about  the  par¬ 
ticular  means  of  executing  his  orders ;  but  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  advifeable  to  execute  them,  or  not,  ought 
to  be  the  determination  of  his  own  judgment. 
For,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that,  if  a  commander 
in  chief  intimates  his  inclination  to  the  inferior 
officers,  he  will  find  no  great  difficulty  to  procure 
a  majority  to  acquiefce  in  his  opinion.  Befides, 
the  very  calling  a  council  of  war,  to  deliberate 
whether  he  fhall  execute  his  orders,  or  not,  is  a 

fuffi- 
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fufficient  intimation,  that  he  is  inclined  to  pacific 
or  inactive  meafures ;  and,  in  fuch  a  caie,  no 
doubt,  the  inferior  officers  will  not  fail  to  adapt 
their  advice  to  the  general  difpofition  •,  for,  tew 
are  animated  with  fuch  enthufiaftic -valour,  as  to 
Live  their  votes  for  braving  the  dangers  of  war, 
when  their  general  affords  them  fo  handfome  a 

plea  for  keeping  out  of  harm’s-way. 

“  If  the  myfterious  reafons  are  not  unravelled, 

which  induced  the  conductors  of  the  late  expe- 
dition  (againft  Rochefort)  to  return  without  at¬ 
tempting  to  perform  the  intended  iervice,  we 
can  never  hope  to  fucceed  in  any  future  under¬ 
taking.  Part  of  their  orders  have  been  mferted 
in  the  Gazette,  for  public  information  and  fatis- 
faftion :  and  the  publication  of  them  does  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  fecretary,  who  fubfcribed  them.  We 
are  not  now  under  an  adrmmttration  that  will 
countenance  fallhood,  or  feek  to  palliate  mil- 
conduct,  or  facr'ffice  innocent  blood  to  then  .own 

‘‘^We  are  told  in  the  Gazette,  openly  and  in- 
oenuoufly,  that  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  land: 
tod  as  they  were  bound  by  their  orders  to  make  a 
defcent,  if  practicable,  they  have  certainly  acted  in 
direft  breach  of  fheir  duty,  if,  by  their  delays  and 
deliberations,  they  rendered  that  impradicab  c, 
which  might  have  been  originally  feaable. 

«  It  is  difagreeable  to  refleft,  that  England 
mud  once  more  be  difturbed  with  the  melancholy 
parade  of  a  court-martial ;  for  frequent  courts- 
martial  are  certain  indications  of  the  decline  o 
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military  virtue,  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
extraordinary  inftance  of  ill-condu&«wilI  undergo 
the  cognizance  of  a  higher  judicatory  ;  and  that 
the  parliament  will  infpeft  into  this  myfterious 
tranfa&ion. 

“  As  the  meeting  of  that  great  affembly  is 
near  at  hand,  it  is  much  to  be  wiilied,  that  in- 
flead  of  wafting  our  time  in  vague  conjectures, 
and  ineffectual  exclamations,  we  would  apply 
ourfelves  to  make  remonftrances  to  our  feveral  re- 
prefentatives,  and  earneftly  intreat  them  ferioufly 
and  vigoroufly  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  this 
fhameful  event,  by  means  of  a  national  enquiry. 
Such  an  application  from  their  conftituents  will 
animate  their  zeal :  and  when  they  meet  in  par¬ 
liament,  may  no  party  diviftons  diftraCt  their  coun^ 
cils.  Such  perfonal  diffentions  are  always  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  nation,  but  they  would  now  be  im¬ 
mediately  fatal. 

“  No  parliament  ever  aflembled  under  fuch 
critical  circumftances.  The  kingdom  has  this  year 
expended  above  eight  millions  and  a  half,  only  to 
purchafe  Ioffes  and  bifgrace. — Frefh  fupplies,  and 
large  ones  too,  muft  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  next  year :  and  can  it  be  fuppofed  that,  in  the 
prefent  declining  ftate  of  the  public  credit,  people 
will  be  forward  to  contribute,  unlefs  paft  injuries 
are  punifhed,  and  they  perceive  a  difpofttion  to¬ 
wards  future  amendment. 

“  The  fate  of  the  nation  will  probably  depend 
on  the  operations  of  the  enfuing  feffions.  Let 
the  dark  lchemes,  which  have  baffled  the  hope? 

of 


THE  LATE  WAR. 
of  the  public,  and  fruftrated  the  fp.rited  and  tvell- 
direfted  efforts  of  a  patriotic  miniftry,  be  dragged 
into  light.  The  parliamentary  enquiry  will  now 
be  reverfed :  inftead  of  defending  the  people 
a^ainft  the  abufcs  of  the  miniftry,  we  hope  that 
they  will  vindicate  the  miniftry  for  the  lake  of  the 

P  Such  was  the  language,  fuch  the  willies  and 
defires  of  the  nation.  And  the  mimfter  could  not 
help,  on  a  very  folemn  occafion,  fome  time  after, 
declaring,  “  That  he  believed  there  was.  a  deter¬ 
mined  refolution,  both  in  the  naval  and  military 
commanders,  againft  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the 
national  power  in  the  fervice  of  their  country . 
He  affirmed,  That,  though  his  Majefty  ap¬ 
peared  ready  to  embrace  every  meafure  propofed 
L  his  minifters,  for  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  his  Britifh  dominions  •,  yet  fcarce  a  man  cou 
be  found,  with  whom  the  execution  ot  any  one 
plan,  in  which  there  was  the  lead  appearance  of 
any  danger,  could,  with  confidence,  be  trufted. 
He  particularized  the  inaftivity  of  one  gentleman 
in  North  America,  from  whom  the  nation  ha 
conceived  great  expectations.  He  complained, 
“  That  this  n —  commander  had  exprefled  the 
moft  contemptuous  difregard  for  the  civil  power, 
from  which  he  derived  his  authority,  by  neglect- 
ina  to  tranfmit,  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time, 
any  other  advice  of  his  proceedings,  but  what  ap¬ 
peared  on  a  written  fcrap  of  paper.”  He  ob- 
ferved,  “  That  with  a  force  by  fea  and  land, 
greater  than  ever  the  nation  had  hitherto  mam* 
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A;  D.  tained,  with  a  King  and  miniftry  ardently  defirous 
'  '  of  redeeming  her  glory,  fuccouring  her  allies  and 
promoting  her  true  intereft,  a  fhameful  diflike  to 
fervice  every  where  prevailed,  and  few  feemed  af- 
fedled  with  any  other  zeal,  than  that  of  afpiring 
to  the  highelt  polls,  and  grafping  the  largelt  fa- 
laries.” 

In  the  heat  of  thele  complaints  the  parliament 
met,  and  his  Majefty  opened  the  felfion  "  with 
this  molt  gracious  fpeech  : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

would  have  given  me  the  greateft  pleafure  to 
have  acquainted  you,  at  the  opening  of  this 
feflion,  that  our  fuccefs  in  carrying  on  the  war 
had  been  equal  to  the  jultice  of  our  caufe,  and  the 
extent  and  vigour  of  the  meafures  formed  for  that 
purpofe. 

I  have  the  firmed:  confidence,  that  the  fpirit 
and  bravery  of  this  nation,  fo  renowned  in  all 
times,  and  which  have  formerly  furmounted  fo 
many  difficulties,  are  not  to  be  abated  by  fome 
difappointments.  Thefe,  I  trull,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  and  your  zeal  and  ardour  for  my  honour, 
and  the  welfare  of  your  country,  may  be  retrieved. 

It  is  my  fixt  refolution  to  apply  my  utmofl  efforts 
for  the  fecurity  of  my  kingdoms,  and  for  the  re¬ 
covery  and  protection  of  the  poffeffions  and  rights 
of  my  crown  and  fubjecls  in  America,  and  elfe- 
where ;  as  well  by  the  Itrongeft  exertion  of  our 

01  On  the  ift  of  December  1757. 
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naval  force,  as  by  all  other  methods.  Another  A.  D. 
o-reat  objed,  which  I  have  at  heart,  is  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties 
of  Europe*,  and  in  that  view  to  adhere  to,  and 
encourage  my  allies. 

For  this  caufe,  I  ihall  decline  no  inconveniences; 
and,'  in  this  caufe,  I  earneftly  defire  your  hearty 
concurrence,  and  vigorous  afliftance.  The  late 
fianal  fuccefs  in  Germany  has  given  a  happy  turn 
to  affairs,  which  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  im¬ 
prove;  and,  in  this  critical  conjuncture,  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe  are  upon  you.  In  particular,  I 
muff  recommend  it  to  you,  that  my  good  brother 
and  ally  the  King  of  Pruffia,  may  be  fupported  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  his  magnanimity  and  adive 
zeal  for  the  common  caufe  deferve. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

It  gives  me  the  utmoft  concern,  that  the  large 
{applies,  which  you  have  already  granted  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  war,  have  not  produced  all  the  good 
effeds  we  had  reafon  to  hope  for.  But  I  have 
fo  great  a  reliance  on  your  wifdom,  as  not  to  doubt 
of  your  perfeverance.  I  only  defire  fuch  fupplies 
as  (ball  be  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice ;  and, 
to  that  end,  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  to 
be  laid  before  you.  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  the  bed  and  moft  faithful  ceconomy  (hall  be 

ufed. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  had  fuch  ample  experience  of  the  loyalty 

and  good  affedions  of  my  faithful  fubjeds  to- 

wards 

J  j 
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A;  wards  me,  my  family,  and  government,  in  all  cif- 
1/3  '  cumftances,  that  I  am  confident  they  are  not  to 
be  fhaken.  But  I  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of 
that  fpirit  of  diforder,  which  has  fiiewn  itfelf 
amongft  the  common  people,  in  fome  parts  of  the 
kingdom  a.  Let  me  recommend  it  to  you,  to  do 
your  part  in  difcou raging  and  fuppreffing  fuch 
abufes,  and  for  maintaining  the  laws,  and  lawful 
authority.  If  any  thing  fhall  be  founjd  wanting, 
to  explain  or  enforce  what  may  have  been  mifun- 
derflood  or  mifreprefented,  I  am  perfuaded  it  will 
not  efcape  your  attention. 

Nothing  can  be  fo  conducive  to  the  defence  of 
-  till  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  well  as  for  reducing  out 
enemies  to  reafon,  as  union  and  harmony  amongft 
ourfelves. 

Remarks.  It  is  very  evident,  in  this  fpeecb,  that  there 
was  no  thoughts  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into 
the  condud  of  the  commanders,  either  in  Europe 
or  America,  as  the  people  expeded,  and  ar¬ 
dently  defired.  That  was  removed,  with  a  pro¬ 
mile  of  more  adivity,  both  by  fea  and  land,  in 
future  meafures  and  operations.  Here  alfo  we 
may  difcover  a  fettled  refolution  in  the  cabinet,  to 
affilt  our  German  allies  heartily  and  vigoroufly. 
Yet  the  voice  of  the  Sovereign  was  never  received 
with  more  unanimity  by  both  houfes  of  parlia- 

n  Occafioned  by  a  fcarcity,  and  the  engrofling  of  bread- 
corn. 
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Bient  s  nor  could  any  thing  exceed  the  zeal  with  A.  D. 

•which  they  promifed  •  to  affift  his  Majefty  m  what- 

ever 

\ 

o  The  humlle  addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal  in  parliament  affembled. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  affembled,  eg 
leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  moft 

gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  concern  which  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  the  dif- 
appointments  that  have  unhappily  attended  fome  of  the  mea- 
fures  formed  by  your  Majefty  this  year,  for  carrying  on  the 
juft  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is  a  frefti  mark  of  your 
paternal  regard  for  the  welfare  of  your  people,  and  for  the 
glory  of  this  kingdom. 

The  teftimony  which  your  Majefty  has,  at  the  fame  time, 
given  to  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  this  nation,  and  the  ardent 
Ll  of  your  parliament,  to  retrieve  thefe  misfortunes,  is  a 
proof  of  the  juftice  done  by  your  royal  mind  to  our  principles 
and  fentiments,  and  the  greateft  encouragement  to  perfevere 

"iTaed  therefore,  as  we  are,  with  thefe  events,  we  are 
not  difcouraged  ;  but  we  fmcerely  promife  your  Majefty  our 
;  rty concurrence,  and  moft  vigorous  affiftance,  in  accom- 
S  ag  under  the  proteflion  of  divine  providence,  your  w.fe 
and  gracious  intentions  for  our  defence  and  Wetya, :  home 
and  for  recovering  and  fecuring  the  rights  and  ' 

vour  crown  and  fubjeas  in  America,  and  elfewhere ,  pa  - 
cularly  by  the  utmoft  exertion  of  that  effential  part  of  our 

^The^prefervation'o^  rfve  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liber. 
tie;0f  Europe,  are  never  to  be  forgotten  by  us  Of  this  pure 
religion,  and  thefe  invaluable  liberties.  Great  Britain  has 
all  times,  been  a  principal  bulwark ,  and  cannot  fail  to  conti¬ 
nue  fo,  under  your  Majefty’s  aufpicious  reign.  ^ 
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A.  D.  ever  related  to  his  Britifli  dominions  and  interefl 
I758‘  by  Tea  and  land*  and  alfo  to  fupport  the  King  o^ 

Pruffia, 

As  the  late  fignal  fuccefs  in  Germany  fills  us  with  unfeigned 
joy,  fo  it  animates  our  hopes  to  fee  this  glorious  caufe  revive ; 
and  we  do  with  equal  thankfulnefs  and  fatisfadlion,  acknow¬ 
ledge  your  Majefty’s  generous  declaration,  that,  for  the  fake 
of  it,  you  will  decline  no  inconveniencies. 

To  defend  your  Majefty  againft  all  your  enemies,  to  fupport 
your  honour  and  real  interefts,  and  to  ftrengthen  your  hands, 
are  our  indifpenfible  duty.  It  fliall  alfo  be  our  endeavour,  to 
improve  this  fuccefs  to  the  moll  ufeful  purpofes ;  and  to  exert 
ourfelves  in  fupporting  your  good  ally  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
whofe  magnanimity  and  unexampled  firmnefs  are  fo  evident 
to  all  the  world,  and  of  fuch  great  utility  to  the  common 
caufe. 

We  have  feen,  with  the  utmoft  abhorrence,  that  fpirit  of 
diforder  and  riot  which  has  Ihewn  itfelf  of  late  among  the 
common  people.  We  are  fenfible  that  it  is  inconfillent  with 
all  government,  and  neceffary  to  be  reformed  and  fupprefled. 
Nothing  lhall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  for  this  falutary  pur- 
pofe ;  and  to  enforce  and  add  llrength  to  the  laws  and  lawful 
authority,  on  which  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  meaneft, 
as  well  as  of  the  chief  of  your  fubjedts  depend. 

Your  Majefty’s  kind  admonition,  of  the  neceffity  of  union 
and  harmony  among  ourfelves  is  highly  worthy  of  the  common 
father  of  your  people :  we  will  always  have  it  before  our  eyes. 
And  we  give  your  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  our 
loyalty  and  good  affedtions  to  your  Majefty,  and  your  royal 
family,  of  which  we  have,  on  all  occafions,  given  real  proofs, 
are  never  to  h°  fhaken  or  diminifhed.  The  prefervation  of 
your  facred  perfon,  the  liability  of  your  government,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  Protcftant  fucceffion  in  your  illuftrious 
houfe,  will  ever  be  moft  dear  to  us,  and  effential  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  your  people. 

7k 
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Pruffia,  and  to  enable  his  Majefty  vigoroufly  and 
effecftualiy  to  improve  the  advantages  gained  by 


the 


The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Hou/e  of  Commons . 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty ’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  Cor n, 
mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  affembled,  return  your 
Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  this  houfe  fees, 
with  the  deepeft  concern,  the  fuccefs  of  your  Majefty  s  arms 
fo  unequal  to  the  juftice  of  your  caufe,  and  to  the  extent  and 
vigour  of  the  meafures  formed  for  that  purpofe. 

Your  faithful  commons  firmly  rely,  that,  as  your  Majefty, 
in  your  royal  juftice,  has  endeavoured  to  trace  the  caufesof 
paft  difappointments,  your  Majefty  will  alfo,  in  your  high 
wifdom,  open  better  hopes  of  future  profperities,  by  invigo¬ 
rating  our  enterprizes,  and  animating  the  attempts  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  arms :  and  in  this  confidence,  they  will  chearfully  fupport 
your  Majefty  in  the  utmoft  efforts  for  the  fecurity  of  your  king¬ 
doms,  and  for  the  recovery  and  protection  of  the  poffeffions 
and  rights  of  your  crown  and  fubjedts  in  America,  and  elie- 
where;  as  well  by  the  ftrongeft  exertion  of  your  Majefty 's 
naval  force,  as  by  all  other  adequate  methods. 

Permit  us  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  excited  by  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  caufe,  and  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  Europe,  do,  with  moft  unfeigned  joy,  humbly  offer 
their  congratulations  to  your  Majefty  on  the  late  fignal  fuccels 
in  Germany  ;  and  that  they  will  vigoroufly  and  efteftually  en¬ 
able  your  Majefty  to  improve  the  happy  turn  of  affairs  there, 
and,  in  particular,  to  fupport  your  good  ally  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  magnanimity  and  unexampled 
efforts  of  that  great  Prince,  in  defence  of  the  religious  and  ci¬ 
vil  liberties  of  Europe,  deferve  and  require. 

We  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves  and  to  thofe  we  repre- 
fent,  not  to  acknowledge,  with  all  dutiful  gratituae,  your  Ma 
jelly’s  paternal  and  feafonable  care  for  the  interior  tranqmll  ty 
VOL.  III.  D  3r‘ 
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D.  the  army  of  obfervation,  over  the  French  under 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu  p. 

The  lenitives  made  ufe  of  in  the  front  of  his 
Majefty’s  fpeech,  were  not  the  only  means  ufed  to 
ftop  a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
that  mifcarriage  on  the  coaft  of  France  ;  but  very 
extraordinary  methods  had  been  tried  to  ftop  the 
fpirit  of  addreffing,  and  inftrudting  the  members 
on  that  Angular  occafion  till  the  national  heat 
of  refentment  evaporated  in  a  court-martial,  that 
did  honour  to  Sir  John  Mordaunf,  and  left  the 
pubiiek  as  much  in  the  dark,  as  they  were  in  be¬ 
fore,  relative  to  their  apprehenfions  of  the  fecret 
caufe,  and  with  a  bar  to  all  future  enquiries  into 
that  mifcarriage. — It  is  remarkable,  however, 
that  the  very  fame  party,  which  had  diflin- 
gu idled  themfelves  by  their  acrimony,  feverity 
and  unrelenting  jufticc  in  the  prolecution  of  Ad- 

snd  fafety  of  your  fubjedls,  in  having  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  recommend  to  us  to  do  our  part  for  maintaining  the  laws 
and  lawful  authority  againll  that  fpirit  of  diforder,  which  has 
/hewn  itfelf  amongft  the  lower  people,  in  feme  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  we  will  not  fail,  in  due  time,  to  take  into  our 
mod  ferious  confideration  the  propereft  methods  for  difeourag- 
ing  and  fupprefiing  fuch  abufes,  and  for  preventing  the  caufcs 
of  the  like  mifehiefs  hereafter. 

p  The  French  were  fo  diltrefled  about  this  time  for  money, 
that  they  offered  eleven  and  a  half  per  cent,  intereff  for  mo¬ 
ney,  by  way  of  loan  in  England.  The  Lords  of  the  treafury 
offered  two  hundred  pounds  reward  for  the  difeovery  of  any 
p'erfon  concerned  therein ;  it  being  high  treafon  to  afiiil  his 
Majeffy’s  enemies  with  money,  in  time  of  declared  war. 

<i  ice  page  357,  358.  Vo!.  If. 
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miral  Byng,  for  not  doing  all  in  his  power,  on  A.^D. 
the  20th  of  May,  in  the  opinion  of  his  judges ;  5 

were  on  this  occafion,  extremely  careful  how  they 
infinuated  any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  the 
commander  in  chief;  were  very  tender  in  the  pro- 
fecution,  and  admitted  his  defence  in  the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  light. 

What  his  Majefty  promifed,  in  regard  to  the  Aaivityof 
fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  the  recovery  and  pro-  ter. 
teftion  of  his  American  pofieffions  and  rights,  and 
the  exertion  of  his  naval  force ;  the  execution  of 
thefe  promifes  was  not  delayed  a  moment.— The 
minifter  was  no  fooner  in  pofieffion  of  the  fend- 
ments  and  refolutions  of  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  that  approved  and  promifed  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  carry  on  the  war,  in  the  manner  pro- 
pofed  in  his  fpeech,  but  he  fet  about  the  work 
with  diligence  and  vigour;  and  with  this  moft; 
neceffary  precaution  to  attend  to  fuch  meafuies  fiift> 
whofe  fuccefs  would  naturally  facilitate  the  ulterior 

operations. 

Domeftic  fecurity  was  naturally  the  firft  care  of  ^0e'ftic°j-e. 
the  miniftry.  For  which,  laft  year,  the  legiflatore  curity. 
had  provided  a  regular  and  well-difciplined  militia. 

An  aft  carried  under  Mr.  Pitt’s  firft  ad miniftra- 
fion  with  feme  difficulty,  and  but  badly  relifhed 
by  fome  of  the  courtiers.  It  was  therefore,  no 
wonder  that  fuch  a  falutary  and  conftitutional  mea- 
fure  to  enforce  this  aft,  was  not  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution,  fo  as  to  embody  that  militia,  during  the 
interim  of  the  minifter’s  difmiffion.  However, 

Mr.  Pitt  was  far  from  placing  the  fecurity  of 

D  2  thefe 
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thefe  kingdoms  in  thofe  means,  which  will  ever 
difgrace  his  predecefiors  for  their  inadtivity  and 
timidity.  He  was  refolved  that  neither  fleet  nor 
army  lhould  eat  the  bread  of  the  nation  in  idle- 
nefs.  And  he  had  the  wifdom  to  plan  his  opera¬ 
tions  againft  the  enemy,  fo  as  to  make  them  fub- 
fervient  to  the  great  end  of  felf-prefervation  to  his 
country.  He  confidered  the  ftrength  and  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  confift  in,  and  to  depend 
on,  the  naval  power  duly  exerted  :  and  he  put  the 
whole  r  into  employ. 

He  fixed  his  thoughts  upon  the  conqueft  of 
Louifbourg  and  Cape  Breton,  without  which  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  fecure  the  Britilh  Empire 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  But  he  could  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  difappointments,  that  expedi¬ 
tion  had  met  with  laft  year;  whether  by  betraying 
the  lecrets  of  the  cabinet,  or  by  the  mifcondudt  of 
thofe  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  plan,  he 
had  feafonably  and  judicioufly  formed  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

The  early  notice  received  by  the  enemy  of  the 
intention  of  the  Britifh  arms  againft  Louifbourg, 
had  given  the  French  an  opportunity  to  fend  a 
force  fuperior  to  that  intended  by  us  againft  that 
fortrefs  :  the  detention  of  the  fleet  under  Admiral 

r  The  lift  of  the  Englifli  navy  at  this  time  ftood  as  follows  : 
l  *6  line  of  battle,  1 1 8  frigates,  from  40  down  to  12  guns: 
4.6  bombs,  yachts,  hulks,  &c.  in  all  320  (hips  of  war.  Be- 
fides  four  fhips  of  74  guns,  two  of  70,  four  of  64,  fix  of  3 6f 
and  ten  of  28  guns,  upon  the  flocks,  and  in  great  forwardnefs* 
The  laft  16  built  of  fir,  and  to  carry  12  pounders. 

Holbourne, 
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Holbourne,  which  enabled  the  French  fquadrons  A.  U. 
to  get  to  their  ftation  in  that  harbour,  before  his 
arrival  in  thofe  feas  •,  and  the  inactivity  of  the  army 
ordered  againft  it,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet,  after 
its  arrival  at  Hallifax,  fuggefted  the  means  to 
prevent  a  mifcarriage,  for  the  future,  from  the 

like  caufes. 

The  plan  againft  Louifbourg  was  revived  and 
carried  in  council,  and  all  the  contingent  opera- 
tions  were  fettled  for  North  America.  The  fleet 
and  land  forces  againft  that  important,  and  chief  di.ion„d 
fortrefs  of  the  French  in  North  America,  were  Amaica. 
adequate  to  the  fervice.  8000  men  were  deftined 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  Ohio  :  and  16,000 
men  were  order’d  to  reduce  Crown  Point,  and  to 
open  a  way  to  the  frontiers  of  Canada.  The  chief 
command  on  the  continent  of  North  America, 
was  taken  from  Lord  Loudon,  who  was  fuper- 
feded  by  Major  General  Abercrombie:  and  the 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  to  be  fent  againft 
Louifbourg,  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Bofcawenin  chief*.  But  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  was  to  guard  againft  the  counter-armaments 
of  the  French  ;  whofe  powerful  fleet,  at  the  time 
they  were  obliged,  laft  winter,  to  leave  Louifbourg 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  had  arrived  in 
the  ports  of  Old  France  in  a  moft  fickly  feeble 
condition. 

Mr.  Pitt  neither  trufted  to  fidelity,  nor  fecre-  How  ^ 
cy,  nor  yet  to  his  own  vigour  and  expedition  :  againft 
though  the  whole  month  of  December  was  em-  ^cheiy’ 
ployed  for  this  purpofe,  in  the  greateft  naval  pre- 

D  3  parations, 

*  See  page  zzi.  zzz.  Vol.  III. 
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A.  D.  parations,  that  had  ever  been  known  at  this  feafon 
‘  of  the  year:  fo  that  the  expedition  fleet  againft 
Louifbourg  failed  from  England  on  the  19th  day 
of  February.  For,  though  the  French,  at  this 
jun&ure,  had  no  naval  ftrength  nor  land  force  in 
America,  equal  to  that  fhipped  with  Admiral 
Bofcawen,  nor  any  commander  of  equal  capacity 
and  reputation,  he  judged  it  neceflary  to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  prevent  their  fending  a  fupe- 
rior  5  force  after  him,  to  retard,  obftrudt,  or  per¬ 
haps,  to  defeat  his  inftrudtions  and  orders.  There¬ 
fore,  at  the  fame  time  as  the  grand  expedition  was 
fitting  out  for  North  America,  Mr.  Pitt  fixed 
his  eye  upon  the  fea  ports  of  France,  and  ftationed 
two  fquadrons,  in  fuch  a  judicious  manner,  as  not 
By  block-  oniy  t0  block  up  the  ports  of  Toulon  and  Roche- 
Fiench  fort,  where,  he  had  certain  intelligence,  the  French 
were  equipping  two  fleets  for  the  relief  of  Louif¬ 
bourg  ;  but  to  deter  the  Spaniards  from' fending 
any  affiftance  by  their  navy  1  to  the  French.  The 
ftation  for  interrupting  or  preventing  the  Toulon 
fleet  proceeding  to  North  America,  was  at  the 
Streights  mouth  :  and  Admiral  Ofborne  had  orders 

5  Theirnavy  at  this  juncture  conMed  of, 

77  line  of  battle  (hips, 

39  frigates,  from  36  to  1 2  guns  each. 

1 16 

♦  The  Spanifh  navy  confided  of  52  line  of  battle  (hips, 
26  frigates,  from  30  to  16  guns ;  four  packet  boats  of  16  guns, 
13  xebeques  of  24  guns,  four  bombs  of  12  guns,  and  four 
fire  (hips.  But  thefe  (hips  wanted  30,999  feamen  to  put  them 
to  fea :  which  could  not  then  be  found  in  Spain. 
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to  cruize  for  that  purpofe,  between  Cape  de  Gatt  ^D. 
and  the  Spanifh  port  of  Carthagena. 

The  French  fquadron  at  Toulon  was  equipped 
with  great  expedition,  and  failed  under  the  com-  afthe^ 
mand  of  M.  de  la  Clue.  But  finding  the  Straits 
lo  well  guarded  with  Englifh  men  of  war,  and 
himfelf  too  weak  to  force  the  paflage,  he  put  into 
Carthagena,  with  his  fquadron,  either  to  catch  an 
opportunity  to  flip  by  the  Englifli  fleet  •,  or  to  be 
reinforced  from  Toulon.  Accordingly  a  fecond 
fquadron,  of  four  fhips,  was  equipped  in  that 
port,  to  ftrengthen  de  la  Clue’s,  blocked  up 
in  the  harbour  of  Carthagena.  Two  of  them 
had  flipt  into  Carthagena.  La  Clue  only  waited 
for  the  other  three.  Of  which  the  French  Ad¬ 
miral  made  himfelf  fo  fure,  that  he  ventured  into 
the  Offing  and  cruifedfor  a  few  days  off  the  mouth 
of  that  harbour,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  lofs  of  time.  Admiral  Olborne kept 
his  ftation,  and  placed  a  frigate,  called  the  Gi¬ 
braltar,  to  watch  the  enemy’s  motions.  At  laft 
the  other  three  French  men  of  war u  took  their  de¬ 
parture  from  Toulon,  under  the  command  of  ^vf. 
du  Quefne,  an  able  officer,  and  the  fame,  that 
had  done  us  fo  much  mifchief  in  North  America. 

His  inftru&ions  were,  to  join  la  Clue,  to  effort 
him  through  the  Gutt,  then  to  proceed  with  thefe 
three  fhips  to  Breft,  while  la  Clue  made  the  beft 
of  his  way  to  Louifbourg.  Du  Quefne  was  alio 
appointed  to  fail  with  the  Breft  fleet  to  North 

u  The  Fcudroyant,  to  guns,  the  Orphee,  64 guns,  the  Cm 
flame  of  50  guns. 
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A„V?‘  ^lTlcr’iCa>  and  to  have  the  chief  command  both  by 

1  fea  and  land. 

Ihe  Gibraltar  frigate  obeyed  her  orders  fo 
punctually,  that  fhe  fell  in  with  du  Quefne’s  three 
fhips,  and  led  them  fuch  a  wildgoofe  chace,  that 
after  forty  hours  purfuit  the  Frenchmen,  at  two 
o’clock  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  found  themfelves  in  the  midft  of  the  Englifh 
fleet,  without  being  able  to  come  up  with  her. 
M.  du  Quefne,  who  commanded  the  Foudroyant, 
joon  perceived  his  condition,  but  was  afraid  to 
make  any  flgnal,  left  that  fhould  difcover  him  :  and 
at  day  break  Mr.  Olborne  perceived  fome  flran- 
gers,  and  made  them  the  flgnal,  which  as  he 
found  they  did  not  anfwer,  but  edged  off,  he  fired 
a  lew  guns  at  the  Foudroyant :  but  he  was  rather 
too  far  to  do  any  great  mifchief.  On  this  Ihe 
made  a  flgnal,  and  the  other  fhips  made  fail  and 
flood  different  ways.  Mr.  Ofborne  then  made  the 
Monmouth’s,  Swiftfure’s,  and  Hampton-Ceurt’s 
fignals  to  chafe  the  Foudroyant ;  the  Revenge  and 
Berwick  to  chafe  L’Orpheus ;  and  Monarque  and 
Montague  to  chafe  the  other ;  thefe  laft  drove  her 
aihore,  but  fomehow  or  other  fhe  got  under  a  bit 
oi  a  cafile.  1  hey  quitted  her  on  being  fired  at 
from  thence.  The  Monmouth,  being  the  beft 
going  fhip  of  the  fleet,  flood  for  the  Foudroyant, 
and  paffed  clofe  by  L’Orpheus,  which  fhe  did  not 
fire  at:  but  left  her  to  the  Revenge,  whom  fhe  faw 
gaining  on  her.  A  little  after  five  the  Monmouth 
and  her  chace,  having  feen  the  fleet  all  out  of  fight, 
except  the  Svviftfure,  who  was  fo  very  far  aftern,  th§c 
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they  could  but  juft  difcern  her,  were  fo  near  to-  / 
gether  that  the  Monmouth  begun  to  fire :  at  leven 
they  were  clofe  together,  and  then  the  fire  grew  ter¬ 
rible.  Captain  Gardiner  faid  to  the  officer  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  brought  from  Gibraltar,  Whatever 
becomes  of  you  and  I,  this  ffiip  will  go  into  Gi¬ 
braltar.”  He  lay  on  her  quarter  within  piftol 
ffiot,  and  continued  the  engagement  all  the  time, 
as  clofe.  A  little  after  nine  poor  Captain  Gardiner 
fell  by  a  mufket  ball  in  the  head,  but  lived  infen- 
fible  till  next  day.  A  little  after  one  the  Foudroyant 
(truck  to  the  Monmouth ;  but  perceiving  another 
(hip  coming  up,  (he  made  a  feint  weak  fire  to  fave 
her  credit.  Between  nine  and  ten  fhe  (hot  away 
the  Monmouth’s  mizen  maft,  and  then  gave  her 
three  hearty  cheers  ;  in  ten  minutes  after,  down 
came  hers,  and  the  Monmouth  returned  her  cheers 
as  hearty.  Soon  after  down  came  the  main-maft, 
and  then  the  Monmouth  kept  fo  hot  a  fire  with 
final  1  arms  into  her,  and  fo  defperate  a  fire  with 
great  guns,  that  the  Foudroyant  fickened,  and  the 
fellows  could  hardly  be  kept  on  the  deck. 

At  firft  the  enemy’s  fire  was  much  the  quickeft, 
but  in  an  hour  it  flackened,  and  dill  got  weaker 
and  weaker  for  the  whole  adtion,  without  any 
abatement  in  ours,  but  rather  the  contrary.  To 
fee  them  together,  nobody  could  believe  it  were 
poffible,  that  the  fmall  one  could  (land  an  hour 
again  ft  fo  great  and  fine  ffiip.  Our  weight  of  me¬ 
tal  was  24  and  12  pounders,  her’s  from  22  to  42 ; 
there  was  as  much  difference  in  the  look  and  fize 
of  the  two,  as  between  a  frigate  and  a  ffiip  of 
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the  line.  The  one  had  1000  men  and  80  guns, 
the  other  470  men  and  64  guns.  The  captain  of  a 
privateer  taken  by  the  Monmouth  had  boafted 
greatly  of  this  fhip,  and  infilled  fhe  was  not  to  be 
taken :  fhe  would  fight,  he  faid  to-day,  and  to¬ 
morrow,  and  next  day,  but  never  could  be  taken. 
This  is  as  gallant  an  adlion  as  ever  was  performed 
by  a  fingle  fhip.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented, 
that  poor  Gardiner  did  not  live  to  reap  the  glory 
of  fo  great  an  adlion.  He  told  his  people  before 
the  engagement,  “  This  fhip,  fays  he,  muft  be 
taken w ;  fhe  looks  to  be  above  our  match ;  but 

Englifhmen 


w  Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  Volunteer  priva¬ 
teer,  in  Gibraltar  bay,  March  28. 

We  arrived  here  on  Sunday.  The  morning  we  came  in, 
we  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  two  of  our  men  of  war  of  60  guns 
each  (the  Monmouth  and  Revenge)  .bring  in  two  French  men 
of  war,  one  of  80,  the  other  of  64  guns,  the  Foudroyant  and 
Orphee. 

This,  the  Foudroyant,  is  the  very  fhip  the  French  Admiral 
Galiflioniere  was  in  when  he  met  Byng  off  Minorca.  Captain 
Gardiner,  two  days  before  he  left  this  port  (in  company  with 

Lord  R - B— —  and  the  merchant  our  agent,  with  whom 

I  dined  yefterday)  with  great  anguifh  of  foul  told  them,  that 

my  Lord  A - had  reflected  on  him,  and  told  him  that  he 

was  one  of  the  men  who  had  brought  difgrace  upon  the  nation ; 
that  it  touched  him  excefhvely,  but  that  it  ran  ftrongly  in  his 
mind,  that  he  fhould  have  an  opportunity  fhortly  to  convince 
his  lordfhip,  how  much  he  had  the  honour  of  the  nation  at 
heart,  and  that  he  was  not  culpable.  Before  he  expired,  he 
fent  for  his  frft  lieutenant,  and  told  him,  the  laft  favour  he 
could ,afk  of  him  was  never  to  give  up  the  fhip.  The  lieute¬ 
nant  -told  hi'm  he  never  would,  and  inftantly  went  and  nailed 
the  flag  to  the  flaff,  and  flood  at  it  with  a  brace  of  piftols,  de- 


alive.”  The  honeft  tars  cheered  him,  and  faid 
they  depended  on  him  for  vidtory,  and  he  might 
depend  on  them. 

L’Orpheus  flood  for  Carthagena,  and  the  Re¬ 
venge,  to  prevent  her  getting  in,  was  obliged  to 
engage  her  at  a  great  difadvantage ;  Ihe  was  fo 
nigh  the  harbour,  that  the  French  (hips  were  all 
manned  on  the  yards  and  mail- heads,  looking  at 
the  adtion,  but  dar’d  not  venture  out  to  her  aflift- 
ance  •,  but  let  us  block  them  up,  and  take  a  fhip 
in  fight  of  their  fleet,  equal  to  the  party  that 
blocked  them  up. 

In  thirty-fix  minutes  after  the  firft  fire  (he 
ftruck  •,  but  had  killed  near  1 20  of  our  people 
among  which  were  the  captain  of  marines,  and  ma¬ 
iler  and  a  lieutenant.  Captain  Storr  was  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  leg  with  a  mulket  ball.  The  Berwick, 
indeed,  got  up  time  enough  to  have  fomething 
in  the  vidtory  •,  but  had  Ihe  not  done  fo,  the 
Orpheus  acknowledged,  it  would  have  been  the 
fame  thing.  The  Revenge  and  Orpheus  were 
not  much  hurt,  that  is,  the  fhips  themfelves ;  but 
the  other  two  were  greatly  damaged,  efpecially 
the  Foudroyant,  her  fore- mail,  though  not  car- 

claring  he  would  put  any  man  to  death  who  attempted  to  come 
rear  the  colours  to  ftrike  them,  until  he  was  dead  :  in  fhort, 
it  is  the  braveft  adlion,  by  all  accounts,  that  has  been  known 
in  the  memory  of  man.  I  was  on  board  the  i-oudroyant  the 
day  Ihe  came  in  ;  all  that  I  will  fay  of  her  is,  I  nat  ihe  win  be 
the  pride  of  England,  and  the  ihame  of  France. 
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A •  ried,  was  fhot  almofb  to  pieces,  and  her  hull  was 


'58 


like  a  fieve  on  the  fide  the  Monmouth  engaged 


her. 


And  of  the 

Rochefort 

fquadron. 


Intercept¬ 
ed  by  Sir 
Edward 
Hawke. 


Thus  was  this  fcheme  of  relieving  I.ouifbourg 
fruftrated.  For  M.  de  la  Clue  not  being  in  a 
condition  to  force  a  paflage,  nor  to  efcape  the 
vigilant  commander  of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  he 
took  the  refolution  and  the  firft  opportunity,  to 
fail  back  to  Toulon.  Where  his  Chips  were  laid 
up. 

It  was  then  tried  what  could  be  done  at  Roche¬ 
fort.  Six  fliips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  with 
40  tranfports  carrying  3000  troops,  had  orders  to 
fail  from  thence  with  all  expedition  to  North  Ame¬ 
rica.  Befides  15  more  tranfports  which  took  in 
men,  provifions  and  (lores,  &c.  at  Bourdeaux, 
and  to  be  convoyed  by  certain  men  of  war  from 
the  Ifie  of  Aix.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  wa3 
charged  with  this  fcrvice,  made  Bafque  road  on 
the  third  day  of  April,  with  feven  Chips  of  the 
line  and  three  frigates ;  and  at  day  break  difco- 
vered  a  numerous  convoy  a  few  leagues  to  wind¬ 
ward.  He  immediately  threw  out  the  fignal  to 
chafe.  Which  was  obeyed  with  great  chearful- 
nefs  by  the  whole  fleet.  But  the  wind  baffling, 
the  convoy  with  three  frigates  that  efcorted  them 
got  into  St.  Martins,  on  the  Ifle  of  Rhee,  except 
one  brig,  which  was  run  afhore  and  burnt  by  the 
Huflar.  v. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  fame  day,  the 
enemy’s  grand  convoy  x  from  Rochefort,  efcorted 
*  Of  40  tranfports,  with  3000  men  on  board. 
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by  the  Floriffant  of  74  guns,  the  Sphynx  64,  the  A.-  D. 
Hardi  64,  the  Dragon  64,  the  Warwick  60,  and  ,7i°* 
feven  frigates,  very  plainly  difcovered  lying  off 
the  Ifle  of  Aix  •,  waiting  for  the  other  convoy, 
which  had  fled  into  St.  Martins,  and  had  been 
ordered  to  join  thefe  off  the  Ifle  of  Aix  y.  But 
when  they  found  their  miftake,  and  that  it  was 
an  Englifh  fquadron  running  down  upon  them, 
then  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make,  the  enemy 
began  to  cut  and  flip  their  cables,  and  to  run  in 
great  confufion.  d  his  was  about  five  o  clock, 
and  at  fix  their  commodore  made  off:  and  many 
of  thofe  fhips  which  fled,  were  by  this  time  ort 
the  mud. 

r  1  •  i  .  _ x_ _ _ 1  s.  — 


6  2 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  ok 

A.  D.  a-head  at  high-water  they  found  but  five  fathom, 
I/53'  of  which  the  tide  rifes  18  feet:  and  every  expe¬ 
dient  that  could  be  invented  on  fhore  and  on  board 
of  the  enemy,  to  lighten  and  to  drag  the  (hips 
through  the  foft  mud  being  tried,  fome  of  the 
men  of  war,  that  day,  by  throwing  out  their  ba  - 
lafl,  guns  and  {lores,  and  with  the  help  of  boats 
and  launches,  that  brought  them  warps  from 
Rochefort,  &c.  got  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Charante,  and  rendered  all  the  endeavours  of  our 
Admiral  to  follow  them  ineffedtual.  But  our  fri¬ 
gates  boats  cut  away  about  80  buoys  laid  on  their 
anchors,  and  on  what  they  had  thrown  over-board : 
therefore,  after  deftroying  the  new  works  carrying 
on  at  the  Ifle  Madame,  which  was  done  next 
morning  by  140  marines,  landed  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Ewer,  the  Admiral  returned 
from  Bafque  road. 

rabies  ^  This  difappointment  of  the  enemy’s  defign  gave 
at fea.  the  finifhing  flroke,  and  totally  defeated  their 

equipments,  for  the  relief  of  Louifbourg,  and 
for  the  reinforcement  of  their  army  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  North  America.  The  lofs  of  the  guns, 
ftores,  &c.  and  the  damage  done  to  their  fhips, 
could  not  be  repaired  and  recovered  with  any  pro- 
fpect  of  arriving  at  their  defired  ports,  in  the  new 
world,  before  it  would  be  too  late  to  do  any  fer- 
vice. — Which  is  evident  from  their  not  venturing 
out  to  fea  again. 

On  the  other  part,  our  vigilant  and  wife  mini- 
ffer,  having  prevented  all  oppofition  from  Old 
France  to  the  operations  planned  againfl:  her  do¬ 
minions 
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minions  and  proceedings  in  North  America  •,  and  A.  D. 
ftill  pofleffed  of  the  chief  ftrength  of  the  nation 
by  fea  and  land  he  turned  our  whole  force  to 
fuch  objects  as,  at  once,  might  fecure  the  Britifh 
Ifles  from  invafion,  and  make  a  diverfion  in  favour 
of  our  German  allies. 

There  were,  at  this  time,  fome  perfons  of  great  Argu- 

’  _  r  .  .  mentsfora 

weight  in  the  adminiftration,  who  were  ror  making  German 
a  pufh  in  Europe  againft  France,  on  the  fide  of  war- 
Germany  ;  and  urged  ftrenuoufiy  for  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  Prince  Ferdinand’s  army,  fufficient  to 
enable  him  to  purfue  the  French,  and  to  take  fome 
confiderable  advantage  of  their  diftreffed  condition : 
becaufe,  it  was  their  argument.  Prince  Ferdinand 
would  thereby  be  in  a  capacity  to  bring  matters  to 
a  conclufion  ;  as  that  would  enable  him  to  carry 
the  war  into  France  itfelf ;  efpecially  if  the  efforts 
by  land  were  well  feconded  with  a  diverfion  on  the 
coaft  of  France  by  our  navy.  But  Mr.  Pitt 
was  fo  attached  to  Britifh  meafures,  that  he  could 
not  be  brought,  as  yet,  to  acquiefce  in  this  dupli¬ 
cate  plan  of  engaging  the  French  miniftry,  and 
to  diftradl  their  counfels.  His  plan  was  to  keep 
our  regular  forces  in  a  condition  to  fupply  the  de¬ 
mands  of  our  colonies  and  fettlements  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  and  to  protefl  thefe  kingdoms 
from  all  infults :  and  fo  to  employ  our  navy,  as 
to  protedl  our  coafls,  to  ruin  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  to  weaken  the 
ftrength  of  France  in  Germany. 

Another  fquadron,  confifting  of  the  Naffau  of 
64  guns,  the  Harwich  of  50  guns,  and  the  Rye 

of 
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A.  D.  of  24  guns,  attended  by  the  Swan  floop  and  two 
1 buffes,  were  difpatched  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Marfh,  having  on 
board  200  marines,  under  Major  Maion,  and  a 
detachment  of  matroffes,  under  Captain  Walker. 
By  this  armament  the  minifter  had  two  things  in 
view,  to  defend  that  lucrative  trade  from  the 
encroachments  and  depredations  of  the  enemy  ; 
who  had,  in  the  preceding  years,  Ihewn  a  very 
ftrong  propenfity  to  wreft  the  African  coaft  out  of 
Expedition  our  hands ;  and  to  try,  if  a  fcheme  laid  before 
Senegal,  him  by  certain  merchants  of  London,  to  iurprize 
and  to  drive  the  French  from  their  fettlements  on 
the  river  Senegal,  and  from  the  ifland  of  Goree*. 
by  which  they  monopolized  z  the  gum  trade,  fo 
neceflary  and  advantageous  in  our  manufactories, 
was  practicable. 

Sails.  This  little  fquadron  failed  from  Plymouth  with¬ 

out  noife  and  without  fufpicion,  on  the  9th  of 
Arrives.  March ;  and  arrived,  without  any  accident  or  al¬ 
teration  in  its  ftrength  or  condition,  off  the  mouth 
of  the  river  of  Senegal  on  the  24th  of  April :  but 
it  was  the  29th  before  they  could  get  over  the 
bar ;  and  then  not  without  the  lofs  of  the  two 
fmall  veffels,  for  want  of  water,  which  lofs  of  the 
fmall  craft  obliged  the  commander  to  land  fome  of 
the  men  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  in  the  Domel 
country.  The  enemy  with  feven  veffels,  three 

2  Before  this  time  the  French  admitted  no  nation  to  trade 
on  this  river.  They  put  what  price  they  pleafed  on  gam  ; 
fold  it  all  to  the  Dutch ;  and  the  Englilh  were  obliged  to  buy 
it  of  thofe  brokers,  at  what  price  they  were  content  to  fell  it. 
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of  which  were  armed  with  10  guns  each,  made  a  A- 

fhewof  attacking  our  fmall  craft,  and  kept  a  kind 

_  1  Attscks* 

of  running  fire  ;  but  were  foon  repulied  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  retire.  Seven  hundred  marines  and  fea- 
men  being  landed,  and  the  artillery  got  a-fhore  ; 
the  men  laid  on  their  arms  all  night,  and  were 
prepared  to  attack  Fore  Lewis,  the  ftrongeft  pod 
on  that  river,  fituate  on  an  ifiand  about  12  miles 
within  the  bar  9  when  a  flag  of  truce  was  hung 
out,  and  deputies  arrived  in  our  camp  from  the 
fuperior  council  of  Senegal,  with  articles  upon 
which  they  offered  to  capitulate. 

The  capitulation  was  agreed  to  without  much  Fort  cap!- 
variation.  By  which  the  Englifh.  were  put  in  pof-  tulates* 
feflion  of  all  the  forts,  ftorehoufes,  veflels,  arms* 
provifion,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  upon  the  river  Senegal.  All  the  white  peo¬ 
ple  belonging  to  the  Senegal  company  were  allow¬ 
ed  to  carry  away  their  private  effects,  and  to  be 
fent  in  fix  weeks  time  to  Old  France.  But  the 
merchandize  and  uncoined  treafure  were  excepted^ 

And  the  free  Mulattoes  or  Negroes  were  to  enjoy 
their  religion,  liberty  and  effe&s,  and  to  continue 
on  the  fpot  or  remove  with  their  effedts,  according 
to  their  own  good  liking. 

Agreeable  to  this  capitulation,  the  French  fol- 
diers  laid  down  their  arms,  on  the  ift  of  May, 
and  our  men  entered  and  took  pofleflion  of  the 
fort,  and  of  all  the  veflels  in  the  river  9  got  the 
keys  of  the  ftores,  papers,  &c.  and  proceeded  to 
receive  the  fubmiffion  of  all  the  fettlements  up  the 
Vol.  III.  E  river. 
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A.  D.  river,  which  in  general  accepted  the  terms  of  ca- 
I758’  pitulation. 

Import-  The  importance  of  this  conqueft  is  colleded 
conqudL !$  from  its  produce j  its  benefit  to  England  and  its 
lofs  to  the  enemy.  At  this  time  the  Senegal  fac¬ 
tory,  as  called  by  the  French,  fupplied  the  com¬ 
pany  in  Old  France  with  about  500  flaves,  4000 
hides,  1200  quintals  of  gum,  and  20  quintals  of 
Elephants  teeth.  To  this  factory  were  belong¬ 
ing  five  more  :  viz.  Galem,  which  fupplied  about 
600  (laves,  20  quintals  of  teeth,  and  fifty  marks 
of  gold :  Goree,  400  flaves  and  2400  hides : 
Joal  100  flaves,  40  hides  and  10  quintals  of  teeth: 
Gambia  400  flaves,  200  quintals  of  wax,  and  200 
quintals  of  teeth:  Bifleaux  250  flaves,  250  quin¬ 
tals  of  wax,  and  250  quintals  of  teeth. 

Peculiar  The  benefit  arifing  from  this  conqueft  toEngland 
advean'  is  manifold.  It  puts  us  in  pofiefiion  of  the  gum 
trade,  and  makes  us  the  merchants  of  that  drug, 
at  our  own  price,  to  all  Europe  >  which  we  were 
obliged  to  purchafe  with  ready  money,  and  a  great 
balance  againft  us  from  France  and  Holland.  It 
alfo  opens  new  branches  of  commerce,  and  eftab- 
lifhes  the  intereft  and  reputation  of  this  kingdom 
all  along  the  African  coaft,  which  was  declining 
before,  and  muft,  in  a  (hort  time,  have  yielded  to 
the  intrigues  and  power  of  France. 

Lofs  to  '  The  lofs  to  France  was  very  great.  It  deprived 
France.  ^er  0f  the  means  of  fupplying  her  colonies  with 
.  flaves.  It  cut  off  a  confiderable  branch  of  thofe 
refources,  (he  flood  in  need  of,  to  fupport  the 
war.  It  deprived  her  of  a  lucrative  traffic  in  her 
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own  manufactures ;  and  obliged  her  to  feek  with  A.  D. 
ready  money  the  merchandize,  that  had  been  the  175?* 
produce  of  her  own  fettlements.  Which  muft 
both  raife  the  price  of  French  manufactures,  and 
turn  the  balance  of  trade  againft  them,  in  thofe 
goods  which  can’t  be  made  and  finifhed  without 
ivory  and  gum  fenega  a. 

While 

a  The  French  African  trade,  under  the  title  of  the  Senegal 
company,  was  incorporated  with  the  Eaft  India  company  in 
1718.  The  dire&or-general  for  this  united  company  relided 
on  the  ifiand  Senegal  about  12  miles  up  the  river,  which  is  lit¬ 
tle  better  than  a  bank  of  white  fand,  about  three  Englilh  miles 
long,  and  not  more  than  400  yards  broad.  The  gums  are 
gathered  twice  a  year,  in  December  and  March.  They  begin 
to  trade  in  February,  before  the  firft  gathering,  and  continue 
till  May ;  their  fecond  trade  begins  in  April,  and  holds  till 
June.  The  Moors  that  fell  the  gum,  are  called  Auladeihagi, 
in  the  Arabick  tongue,  and  Darmemos,  in  the  negroes ;  their 
chiefs  are  called  Chems,  who  lay  a  duty  of  an  eighth,  upon 
all  the  gums  the  French  buy.  They  trade  at  thefe  places,  for 
1200  quintals  of  gum,  weighing  4501b.  each.  The  other 
goods  fold  at  thefe  two  principal  ports,  are  about  300  oxen, 
and  400  Iheep,  fome  ambergreafe  and  oftrich  feathers;  50 
packs  of  feathers  are  worth  a  quintal  of  gum.  At  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  places  of  Senegal,  they  purchafe  a  quantity  of  millett, 
with  which  they  feed  the  negroes,  as  well  thofe  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fervice,  as  thofe  they  tranfport ;  and  even  fometimes 
the  French  were  glad  of  it  themfelves.  When  the  waters  are 
out,  they  trade  to  the  adjacent  lakes,  at  fome  of  which  they 
get  ebony,  at  others  ivory,  peas,  hides,  and  fometimes  amber¬ 
greafe.  There  are  fixed  times  and  feafons  for  buying  fait,  for 
fervice  of  the  company  of  Senegal,  as  well  as  the  curing  the 
hides,  and  dated  times  for  buying  provifions.  But  the  lait  ob¬ 
servation,  is  the  time  and  feafon  for  going  over  the  bar  of  the 
river,  which  is  between  April  and  July  ;  after  which,  the  bad 
feafon  begins,  and  the  waters  are  out. 
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A.  D.  While  thefe  expeditions  againft  North  America 
17581  and  the  coaft  of  Africa  were  fitting  out,  and  every 
Germany,  circumfpedion  taken  to  fecure  fuccefs,  our  allies 
had  no  room  to  complain  of  negledl  of  their  in- 
tereft  and  defence.  As  foon  as  the  parliament 
met  purfuant  to  their  adjournment  after  Chnft- 
mas,  Mr.  Pitt  prefented  the  following  mefiage 
to  the  houfe  of  commons. 


GEORGE  R. 

«  t  j  j  §  Majefty  having  ordered  the  army, 
XX  formed  lafted  year  in  his  eledoral  domi¬ 
nions,  to  be  put  again  into  motion  from  the  28th 
of  November  laft,  and  to  ad  with  the  utmofi: 


The  old  company  of  Senegal  had  a  fort  at  Galam,  built  in 
1700,  but  was  earned  away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  river.  The 
new  company  afterwards  built  another,  a  league  lower,  where 
they  now  traded. 

They  traded  chiefly  at  Galam,  in  negroes,  gold  and  ivory. 

The  ifland  of  Goree  is  in  the  center  of  the  company  s  fettle- 
jnents,  and  it  is  there  the  flaves  are  kept,  till  they  have  a  fuf- 
ficient  number,  or  till  they  have  fliips  ready  to  tranfport  them 
to  their  ifles. 

The  river  Senegal  empties  itfelf  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  in 
lat.  16  deg.  north.  The  entrance  of  it  is  guarded  by  feveral 
forts,  the  principal  of  which  is  Fort  Lewis,  built  on  an  ifland 
of  the  fame  name.  The  Englilh  had  formerly  fettlements 
here,  out  of  which  they  were  driven  by  the  French,  who  had 
engrofled  the  whole  trade  from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gam¬ 
bia,  which  is  near  500  miles.  The  Dutch  were  the  firft  who 
fettled  at  Senegal,  and  built  two  forts.  7  he  French  made 
themfelves  makers  of  them  in  1678.  In  1692  the  Englilh 
feized  them  ;  but  next  year  the  French  retook  them,  and  had 
kept  them  ever  flnee. 

vigour 
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vigour  againft:  the  common  enemy,  in  concert 
with  his  good  brother  and  ally  the  King  of  Piul- 
fia  •,  and  the  exhaufted  and  ruined  ftate  of  that 
electorate,  and  of  its  revenues,  having  rendered 
it  impoffible  for  the  fame  to  maintain  and  keep  to¬ 
gether  that  army,  until  the  further  neceffary  charge 
thereof,  as  well  as  the  more  particular  meafures 
now  concerting  for  the  effectual  fupport  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  can  be  laid  before  this  houfe  ; 
his  Majefty,  relying  on  the  conftant  zeal  of  his 
faithful  Commons,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
againft  the  dangerous  defigns  of  France  and  her 
confederates,  finds  himfelf,  in  the  mean  time, 
under  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  recommending  to 
this  houfe  the  fpeedy  confideration  of  fuch  a  pre- 
fent  fupply,  as  may  enable  his  Majefty,  in  this 
critical  exigency,  to  fubfift  and  keep  together  the 
faid  army,” 

In  confequence  of  this  maffage  100,000 1.  was  Howre- 
unanimoufly  granted,  to  be  taken  immediately  theparlia- 
out  of  the  fupplies  of  laft  year  unapplied,  and  to 
be  remitted  with  all  pofiible  difpatch. 

However  unanimous  the  fenate  was  in  the  refo-  Bythe  na¬ 
tation  for  this  grant  •,  it  was  faid,  and  juftly  faid, 
without  doors,  that  this  was  engaging  the  nation 
in  a  German  war  5  yet  there  was  not  that  univer- 
fal  diflike ;  nay  there  did  rather  a  general  incli¬ 
nation  appear  in  all  ranks  of  people  to  fupport 
a  meafure,  which  at  any  other  time,  and  under 
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another  adminiftration,  would  have  difgufled  the 
whole  nation. 

But  at  this  time  every  one  faw,  that  there  was 
no  jobb  intended  by  a  German  conne&ion.  The 
caulewas  real:  the  neceffity  abfolute.  The  greateft 
powers  in  Europe  were  leagued  with  our  natural 
enemy,  to  pull  down  and  ruin  our  allies  and  our 
intereft  on  the  continent.  England  muft  fupport 
Pruffia,  and  defend  Hanover,  or  both  muft  fall:, 
and  fhould  they  fall  under  the  dominion  or  influ¬ 
ence  of  France,  her  power  would  grow  more  ter¬ 
rible  and  dangerous  to  Great  Britain.  So  that 
when  Mr.  Pitt  law  that  thefe  would  certainly  be 
the  fatal  effedts,  except  England  fhould  interpofe 
on  the  behalf  of  Pruffia  and  Hanover,  he  was 
driven  to  this  alternative,  either  to  quit  the  helm 
of  the  adminiftration,  which  would  have  been  a 
defertion  of  his  country,  when  fhe  flood  moft  in 
need  of  his  wifdom,  vigour  and  integrity,  and 
muft  have  been  ruined  by  falling  back  into  the 
meaiures  of  former  adminiftrations ;  or  he  muft  fo 
far  acquiefce  with  fuch  of  his  Majefty’s  fervants, 
as  were  attached  to  Germannic  meafures,  as  to 
make  them  fubfervient  to  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  courfe  of  her  war  with  France  in 
America. 

Here  was  a  ftrong  conflidl  between  the  duty, 
which  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign,  enforced  by  the 
apparent  ruin  of  his  country’s  intereft  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  and  the  principles  which  he  had 
plighted  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt  had  longop- 
pofed  German  meafures.  He  had  oppofed  till  he 

faw 
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l*aw  oppofition  was  vain  ;  and  that  it  was  impof-  ^ 
fible  for  him  to  ferve  his  country  in  other  parts  of  ‘ 
the  world,  and  to  purfue  the  intereft  of  England 
with .  advantage,  unlefs  he  would  facrifice  fome 
points  and  fome  opinions  to  Germany.  He  fur¬ 
ther  faw,  that  unanimity  could  never  be  eftabliflhed 
in  the  King’s  council,  while  he  adhered  to  Britifh 
meafures  only.  He  was  convinced,  that  Britain 
muft  be  inevitably  con  needed  with  Germany,  as 
long  as  the  fame  perfon  is  King  of  England  and 
Eledtor  of  Hanover. 

When  we  excluded  the  family  of  Stuarts  from 
the  throne,  we  call  our  eyes  round  Europe  for  a 
Sovereign :  but  there  was  no  Prince  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion,  who  had  no  foreign  dominions : 

What  then  muft  we  have  done  ? — have  fubmitted 
to  abfolute  government,  been  torn  to  pieces  by  a 
civil  war,  or  chuie  a  King,  who  had  political  in- 
terefts  ?  It  was  thought  beft  to  chufe  the  latter, 
however  diftind  thofe  interefts  might  be  from  the 
good  of  this  nation.  If  this  misfortune  was  in¬ 
evitable  in  its  caufe,  it  was  impofiible  to  prevent 
its  being  the  fame  in  its  effedt.  Therefore,  the 
evil  of  keeping  confiderable  armies  in  Germany 
is  (in  fome  meafure)  engrafted  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment.  Without  doubt,  it  is  the  wilh  of  all  true 
Englifhmen,  that  the  crown  had  no  territory  out 
of  this  ifland,  that  our  ftrength  might  be  kept 
within  it.  But  fecondary  caules  have  difpofed  of 
things  otherwife  j  and  how  fliall  we  alter  them  ? 
Nothing  but  an  alienation  of  Hanover.  For  fo 
long  as  the  fame  perfon  is  King  of  Great  Britain 
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and  Ele&or  of  Hanover,  the  evil  will  not  be  re¬ 
moved. 

This  channel  being  unavoidable,  the  only  thing 
that  a  patriot  minifler  could  do  was,  what  he  en- 
ea^ed,  to  make  it  ferviceable  to  Britain.  A  fhort 
confideration  pointed  out  the  method.  It  was  not 
to  be  effedled  by  the  puny  effort  of  a  parliamen¬ 
tary  grant  of  100,000  1.  His  maxim  was,  either 

do  nothing,  or  to  do  it  heartily  and  effectually. - 

The  attention  and  troops  of  France  was  to  be 
drawn  as  much  as  poffible  that  way,  to  make  her 
employ  more  troops  in  Germany,  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  her  interefl  in  America,  and  the  fup- 
port  of  her  marine,  in  order  to  furnifh  fairer  op¬ 
portunities  for  attacking  her  fettlements  abroad, 
and  thereby  cut  off  the  refources  of  her  riches 
and  power  both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  difficulty  laid  in  filling  up  this  outline ; 
many  fteps  were  required  before  this  great  end 
could  be  accomplished.  Since  it  was  impoffible 
to  feparate  Britain  from  the  continent ;  thofe  en¬ 
gagements  entered  into  b  by  the  former  admini- 
ltration,  were  to  be  cemented  in  a  flronger  man¬ 
ner.  The  confederacy  againfl  the  King  of  Pruffia 
being  too  powerful  for  him,  he,  in  all  probability, 
if  not  fupported  by  England,  would  be  crufhed, 
as  underflood  in  his  Majefly’s  meffage  to  the 
houfe  •,  and  if  he  fell,  Hanover  would  inflantly 
fall  likewife. — The  latter  was  the  tender  point, 
and  at  a  peace  it  mufl  be  regained,  even  at  the 
expence  of  Britifh  conquefts. 


b  See  page  255,  256.  Vol.  I. 
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According  to  this  fyftem,  which,  every  one 
knows,  was  the  fyftem  of  this  time,  we  are  treat¬ 
ing  of,  it  was  the  intereft  of  Britain  to  fupport  the 
exiftence  of  Pruftia,  and  to  reinforce  the  allied  ar¬ 
my  with  Britifh  troops  :  therefore,  in  order  to  ruin 
the  Gallic  fcheme,  which  was,  to  make  a  conqueft 
of  Hanover,  and  with  that  conqueft  to  purchafe 
whatever  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  navy  might 
acquire,  “  the  fupport  of  Pruftia,  and  the  de- 
“  fence  of  Hanover,  became  obje&s  of  the  fe- 
“  cond  importance.” 

The  people  of  England  were  unanimous  in  their  Unani- 
defires  of  fupporting  the  King  of  Pruffia :  the  £™sorJnof 
eclat  of  his  victories  had  gained  their  efteem.  Pruflia. 
They  demonftrated  their  regard  for  him  on  his 
birth-day  with  a  folemnity  and  rejoicings  equal  to 
thofe  of  the  moft  beloved  Sovereign.  It  was  the 
time,  when  this  vein  of  zeal  was  fwelled  with  the 
warmeft  blood,  that  Mr.  Pitt  adopted  German 
meafures,  conformable  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

He  faw  it  was  the  prefent  jundure,  that  would  fa¬ 
vour  a  treaty  with  Pruftia:  and  he  was  convinced 
that  fuch  a  treaty  was  the  only  method  to  diftrefs 
the  French  in  Germany.  This  is  not  alledged  to 
vindicate  that  treaty,  which  afterwards  we  fhall 
fee  made  with  Pruftia*,  becaufe  we  have,  juft  be¬ 
fore,  explained  the  political  motives,  which  in¬ 
duced  him  to  fign  it,  and  the  views,  which  he 
had  of  drawing  an  advantage  from  it;  but  to 
fhew  what  a  happy  concurrence  of  events  there 
was  to  warp  the  people  to  German  meafures,  and 
to  continue  the  moft  favourable  opinion  of  the 
2  minifter, 
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A.  D.  minifter,  in  whofe  known  honefty,  vigilance  and 
17s8,  well-meaning  they  ftill  repofed  unlimited  con¬ 


fidence. 

Counte  This  grant  anc*  countenance  of  the  Houfe  of 
nanced  by  Commons,  may  therefore  be  faid  to  bring  on 
mem!  thole  clofe  connections  with  which  Great  Britain 
and  Pruffia  foon  after  were  joined  by  treaty,  and 
the  meafures  taken  by  the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof. — This  treaty,  which  was  fign- 
ed  at  London  on  the  nth  of  April  1758,  fets 
forth  in  the  preamble,  the  intention  of  that  for¬ 
mer  treaty  between  their  Majefties,  figned  on  the 
1 6th  of  January  1756,  to  preferve  the  general  peace 
of  Europe,  and  of  Germany  in  particular,  the 
hoftilities  committed  in  the  Empire  and  againfl 
their  Majefties  and  their  allies,  by  the  French,  and 
their  incitement  of  other  powers,  to  adt  in  like 
manner  :  the  burthenfome  expence  that  war  had 
brought  upon  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  and  the  di¬ 
minution  of  his  revenues,  in  fuch  of  his  domi¬ 
nions  as  were  become  the  feat  of  war :  the  mu¬ 
tual  refolution  of  their  Majefties,  to  continue  their 
efforts  for  reciprocal  defence  and  fecurity,  for  re¬ 
covery  of  their  poffeftions,  for  the  protection  of 
their  allies,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties 
Treaty  ^  0f  tiie  Germannic  body,  &c.  And  then  ftipulates 
fca.  (1.)  That  his  Britannic  Majefty  fhall  pay  the  fum 
of  4,000,000  German  crowns,  which  is  670,000k 
of  Englifh  money,  to  the  King  of  Pruifia’s  agent 
in  London,  immediately  after  the  ratifications  fhall 
be  exchanged  ;  (2.)  That  his  Prufiian  Majefty  fhall 
employ  this  fum  in  augmenting  and  keeping  up 

his 
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his  forces,  which  (hall  aft  as  may  be  moft  for  the  A- 
intereft  of  the  common  cauie ;  and  (3.)  That 
neither  of  the  contracting  powers  {hall  conclude 
any  peace,  make  any  truce,  or  enter  into  any  treaty 
of  neutrality,  of  what  kind  foever,  without  the 
participation  of  the  other c. 

By  the  parties  that  figned  this  treaty,  it  fhould 
appear  to  be  carried  in  the  privy  council  with  una¬ 
nimity.  The  houfe  of  parliament  approved  of 
this  convention,  when  it  was  laid  before  them; 
on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  they  granted  the 
money  thereby  engaged  for  the  fupport  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia ;  and  the  people,  in  general,  were 
fatisfied  with  its  contents ;  except  a  few,  who 
branded  this  gratuity  with  the  appellation  of  a 
tribute ,  “  in  the  payment  of  which  the  honour 
“  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  faid  they,  were 
“  fcandaloufly  proftituted  d.” 

Let 

c  The  parties  empowered  to  fign,  and  did  actually  fign  this 
treaty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  were  Sir  Robert  Henley, 

Knt.  Lord-Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain ;  John 
Earl  Granville,  Prefident  of  his  Majefty’s  Council ;  Thomas 
Holies,  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Firft  Lord  Commiflioner  of  the 
Treafury  ;  Robert,  Earl  of  Holdernefle,  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State  ;  Philip,  Earl  of  Hardwicke ; 
and  William  Pitt,  Efq;  another  of  his  Majefty’s  Principal  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State. 

d  The  fum  ftipulated,  by  this  convention,  to  be  paid  by 
Great  Britain,  has  been  branded  with  the  appellation  of  a 
tribute,  in  the  payment  of  ‘which  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  na¬ 
tion  rwere  fcandaloufly  proftituted.  ‘‘  I  his  is  a  licentioufnefs  of 

diftion,  which  at  once  arraigns  the  King,  Lords  and  Com- 
“  mons,  of  proftituting  their  power  and  authority,  and  of 

“  com- 
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Let  11s  fee  the  firft  ftep  in  confequence  of  this- 
convention  :  a  grand  expedition,  to  be  executed 

by 

# 

“  combining  in  a  meafure  to  difhonour  and  ruin  the  nation. 

“  Let  us  examine  this  allegation. — A  tribute  ! — This  is  a 
««  token  of  bondage.  Did  the  Britilh  parliament,  when  they 
tc  granted  an  annual  fupply  of  money  to  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
«  give  any  reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  therewith  they  furrendered 
“  to  him  their  liberty,  lives  and  fortunes  ?  or  did  they  aft,  as 
“  if  they  made  that  obligation  through  fear  of  what  might  bo 
“  dreaded  from  the  progrel's  of  his  arms  ;  or  through  that 
“  magnanimous  principle  of  fuccouring  the  diftreffed  ;  ofmain- 
“  taining  a  balance  of  power,  for  which  England  has  always 
“  been  applauded  ;  and  of  favouring  our  national  intereft  ? 
“  Did  not  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  confideration  of  that  annual 
“  payment,  llipulate  and  agree  to  enter  into  no  fecret  or  fepe- 
rate  treaty  of  peace  detrimental  to  the  intereft,  and  without 
“  the  confent  of  Great  Britain  ?  and  to  keep  the  fword  drawn 
**  againft  our  enemies,  till  his  Britannic  Majefty  Ihould  give 
him  leave  to  (heath  it  by  an  honourable  peace  ; — in  all 
“  which  there  does  not  appear  any  thing  like  flavery  or  tri- 
“  bute  on  the  part  of  Britain. — How  fuch  a  treaty  with  the 
<“  King  of  Pruffia  can  be  branded  with  the  fcandalous  profti- 
“  tution  of  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  is  as  unjuft, 
«*  as  it  is  inconceivable.  Was  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  the 
“  King  of  Great  Britain  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  Pro- 
“  teftant  King,  of  the  firft  rank,  for  his  valour,  and  for  his 
“  ftrength  and  intereft  in  Europe  ?  Was  it  fcandalous  to  fecure 
fuch  an  ally  by  a  pecuniary  fettlement,  when  the  union  of 
“  the  houfes  of  Aultria  and  Bourbon,  aflifted  by  Ruflia,  Swe- 
41  den,  and  other  powers,  threatened  immediate  deftruftion  to 
“  our  trade  and  intereft  on  the  continent  of  Europe :  which 
“  would  naturally  have  followed  the  conquering  fword  of  our 
“  French  rivals  in  every  branch  of  manufafture  and  com- 
“  merce  ;  or  was  it  fcandalous  to  facilitate  our  operations  by 
“  fea  in  America,  and  in  other  diftant  regions,  by  a  well-timed 
“  application  of  fuch  a  fubfidy  ;  which  kept  France  in  fuch  a 

“  ftate 
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by  two  fquadrons  and  a  refpeftable  body  of  land  A.  De¬ 
forces,  was  immediately  let  a  foot,  to  try  what 
might  be  done  in  this  method  ;  to  divide  and 
weaken  the  enemy’s  forces,  and  to  make  a  diver¬ 
sion  in  favour  of  our  German  allies,  by  forcing 
the  French  to  employ  their  troops  in  the  defence 
of  their  own  coafts ;  to  deftroy  their  navigation 
and  trade,  and  thereby  to  cut  off  the  fource  of 
their  riches,  and  the  finews  of  the  war. 

One  fauadron  confided  of  four  Ihips  of  the  line,  Two  fqua- 
f€V€n  frigates,  fix  (loops,  two  nrc-lnips,  two  bombs,  land  forces, 
two  cutters,  twenty  tenders,  ten  ftore-fhips  and 
one  hundred  tranfports;  and  the  command  thereof  coaft. 
was  given  to  Commodore  Howe,  who  had  figna- 
Uzedhimfelf  for  his  bravery  and  conduft,  in  the 
late  fruitlefs  expedition.  The  other  fquadron  of 
twenty  great  ftiips,  was  commanded  by  Lord  An- 
fon  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

The  land  forces  e  deftined  for  this  expedition 
were  15  battalions,  400  of  the  artillery,  540  light 

horfe  : 

c<  flate  of  uncertainty,  dependance  and  expence,  that  difabled 
<<  her1  from  a  vigorous  purfuit  of  her  natural  and  national  in- 
“  tereft,  and  crowned  our  expeditions  every  where  with  fuc- 
“  cefs  ?  This  fubfidy  has  nothing  new  in  its  conftitution.  It 
•«  was  of  no  other  kind,  than  what  not  only  Britain,  but  other 
“  nations,  particularly  France,  has  always  made  ufe  of,  to 
“  fecure  an  intereft  to  herfelf,  and  to  deprive  her  adverfaries 
“  of  further  means  of  ftrength.  Of  this  kind  have  been  fe- 
“  veral  northern  princes,  who  were  always  looked  upon  as  tri- 
««  butaries,  or  fubfervient,  to  the  nation  which  paid  them  for 
«  their  friendlhip  and  aid,  and  not  as  holding  their  paymafters 
“  in  a  Hate  of  tributary  fubjedlion.” 

e  Guards,  Firft,  fecond  and  third  regiments.  Commanded 

by  General  Drury.  Firft 
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horfe  :  in  all,  about  13,000  fighting  men,  60 
pieces  of  cannon  f  and  50  pieces  of  the  mortar- 
kind,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 

Firft  brigade.  Bentinck,  Manners,  Talbot  and  Home’s 
regiment,  by  General  Moftyn. 

Third  brigade.  Welch  fuzileers,  Lambton’s  and  Lord 
Charles  Haye’s  regiments,  by  General  Bofcawen. 

Fourth  brigade.  Effingham,  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  regiments,  by  General  Elliot. 

*»  The  Artillery. 

Second  brigade.  Loudon,  Wolf,  and  Kingfiey's  regiments, 
by  Wald  grave. 

Staff  Officers. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Lord  George  Sackville,  Ear^ 
of  Ancram,  lieutenant-generals.  • 

Wald  grave,  Moftyn,  Drury,  Bofcawen  and  Elliot,  major- 
generals. 

Brigadier  Elliot,  commanding  the  light  horfe. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hotham,  adjutant-general. 

Captain  Watfon,  quarter-mafter-general,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel. 

Aids  de  Camp. 

To  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Captain  Calcraft,  of  Hodg- 
fon’s ;  Captain  Lloyd,  of  the  Welch  fuzileers ;  Captain  Pa- 
terfon,  of  the  artillery. 

To  Lord  George  Sackville.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  third 
regiment  of  guards;  Captain  Boyer,  of  Jeffrey’s;  ^Captain 
Broom,  of  the  artillery. 

To  Lord  Ancram.  Captain  Blacquier,  of  Lambton’s;  En- 
fign  Meadows,  of  the  firft  regiment  of  guards. 

To  General  Drury.  Captain  Howard,  of  the  firft  regi¬ 
ment  of  guards. 

To  General  Moftyn.  Captain  Veach,  of  Wolf’s. 

To  General  Waldgrave.  Captain  Wilfon,  of  the  King’s  own. 

To  General  Bofcawen.  Enfign  Bilhop,  of  the  guards. 

To  General  Elliot.  Enfign  Faucit,  of  the  fecond  regiment 
of  guards. 

r  Fifteen  of  which  were  twenty-four  pounders. 

3  borough, 
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borough,  grandfon  to  the  Duke  of  that  title,  who  A.  D. 
in  his  days  was  a  real  fcourge  to  France,  and  the  I/5S" 
glory  of  his  own  country;  but  though  the  grand¬ 
fon  was  brave  without  exception,  he  can’t  bf*  com¬ 
plimented  with  inheriting  the  martial  genius  of 
that  Englifh  Caefar,  who  never  loft  a  battle,  nor 
raifed  a  fiege.  However,  Lord  George  Sackville, 
fon  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  the  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand,  did  not  want  either  military  knowledge  or 
experience  in  the  art  of  war. 

The  {hips  rendezvoufed  at  Spithead  :  the  army 
encamped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  The  troops  be¬ 
gan  to  embark  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  the 
whole  embarkation  was  completed  on  the  27th. 

On  the  28  th  Mr.  Howe  fent  about  failing  orders 
and  inftrudions  to  every  ftiip.  The  wind  would 
not  permit  them  to  fail  till  the  firft  of  June :  but 
in  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  diftri- 
buted  his  orders  concerning  the  manner  in  which 
the  troops  were  to  land,  and  the  meafures  that 
were  to  be  taken  by  the  troops  as  they  came  on 
fhore.  The  deftination  of  this  prodigious  arma¬ 
ment  was  not  yet  publifhed  ;  and  its  fecrefy,  as 
well  as  force,  filled  the  enemy  with  great  terror 
and  alarm. 

The  mifcarriage  of  his  former  plans  g  having 
been  attributed  to  the  too  early  intelligence  thereof, 
received  by  the  enemy  ;  and  the  detedion  and  ap¬ 
prehending  of  a  fpy  h  at  this  jundure,  required 

him 


s  See  p.  320,  &c.  Vol.  II. 

h  This  fpy  was  one  Florence  Henfey,  an  Iriflbman  by  birth, 
educated  at  Leyden,  where  he  commenced  M.  D.  and  had 

a  compe- 
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him  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  precaution  and 
fecrefy. 

On 

a  competent'  knowledge  of  the  French,  Spanilh,  Portugueze 
and  Italian  tongues.  He  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  his 
brother  was  a  Jefuit,  chaplain  and  under  fecretary  to  the  Spa- 
nifli  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  and  the  author  of  thofe  letters 
intitled,  the  Voice  of  Peace,  managed  moll  artfully  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  France,  and  published  in  the  year  1761. 

This  Florence  Henfey  appeared  in  London  under  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  phyfician,  and  pretended  that  his  correfpondence 
with  the  enemies  of  his  king  and  country,  commenced  through 
accidental  acquaintance  with  one  formerly  his  fellow-ftudent, 
who  was,  at  this  time,  employed  in  the  fecretary  of  Hate’s  of¬ 
fice  at  Paris,  for  foreign  affairs.  To  whom  Do&or  Henfey 
wrote,  among  other  things,  a  tender  of  his  fervice  in  any 
matters  he  might  want  at  London.  Which  his  Parifian  cor- 
refpondent,  in  his  anfwer,  interpreting  to  be  a  political  Jer- 
<vice,  and  alluring  him,  that  his  diligence  therein  might  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  them  both ;  the  doftor,in  his  fecond  letter,  com¬ 
mended  his  friend’s  difcernment,  adding,  “  That  if  he  could 
obtain  for  him  a  fuitable  recompence,  he  would  endeavour 
“  to  make  his  intelligence  of  the  utmoft  importance.”  This 
produced  a  falary  of  150  livres,  or  25 1.  fterling  per  quarter 
for  the  do£tor,  with  aire&ions  to  procure  and  fend  lifts  of  all 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  in  and  out  of  commiflion,  number  of  guns 
and  men,  their  time  of  failing,  from  what  port,  their  deftina- 
tion,  the  names  of  the  commanders  ;  the  ftate  of  the  land 
forces,  where  quartered  and  garrifoned  ;  plans  of  all  fortifi¬ 
cations  in  Great  Britain  and  North  America ;  and  the  earlieft 
account  of  enterprizes  or  expeditions  againft  France. 

The  courfe  of  this  correfpondence  was  fettled  by  the  way 
of  Cologne,  Hague  and  Bern,  to  be  forwarded  from  thofe 
cities  to  Paris :  It  was  a  common  letter,  wrote  with  ink,  con¬ 
taining  the  fecret  correfpondence  written  between  the  lines 
with  lemon-juice,  This  was  inclofed  under  three  different  co¬ 
vers,  directed  to  the  feveral  perfons  entrufted  with  the  fecret, 

who 


On  the  firft  of  June,  about  break  of  day,  Lord 
Anfon  made  a  fignal  for  the  fleet  to  unmoor,  and 

he 

v  i 

who  conveyed  them  from  one  hand  to  another,  till  the  firft 
incloled  came  to  the  principal,  for  whom  it  was  defigned— 
But  fuch  as  he  deemed  of  greateft  importance,  he  direfted  to 
his  brother  at  the  Hague,  for  greater  fafety.  The  doCtor 
tried  every  means  to  gain  intelligence,  that  might  recommend 
him  to  a  larger  falary.  His  addrefs  and  profeflion  gained 
him  admiffion  into  polite  company,  without  giving  any  fufpi- 
cion  ;  and  introduced  him  into  clubs  or  meetings  where  fome 
gentlemen,  about  court,  were  tco  liberal  in  retailing  their 
knowledge,  or  their  conjectures  on  the  meafures  of  their  fu- 
periors. 

This  correfpondence  began  foon  after  Mr.  Pitt  was  firft 
called  up  to  the  adminiftration,  and  continued,  without  any 
material  interruption,  till  the  9th  of  March  1758,  and  per¬ 
haps  might  have  remained  a  fecret,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
deep  penetration  of  the  Englifh  relident  at  the  Hague,  who 
having  frequent  intelligence  of  affairs,  tranfaCting  at  the  court 
of  London,  from  the  Spanifh  ambaffador’s  under-fecretary,  be¬ 
fore  he  received  any  account  thereof  from  his  own  court,  was 
ftaggered,  and  put  upon  the  enquiry,  which  way  the  Jefuit’s 
knowledge  could  be  communicated.  He  found  that  the  Jefuit 
had  this  brother,  and  that  difcovery  naturally  fuggefted  a 
fufpicion  fufficient  to  make  him  narrowly  watched.  Twenty- 
nine  of  his  letters  were  flopped  by  proper  authority  :  and  he  at 
length  was  waylaid  on  a  Sunday,  as  he  came  from  the  Spa- 
nilh  ambaffador’s  chapel,  by  two  meffengers,  feized  by  them 
in  St.  Martin’s-Lane,  and  committed  to  Newgate. 

His  lodgings  in  Arundel-ftreet  were  fearched,  where  feveral 
copies  of  his  letters  were  found,  as  well  as  the  originals  he 
had  received  from  abroad.  By  thofe  papers  it  appeared,  That 
he  gave  the  French  the  firft  account  of  Admiral  Bofcawen’s 
departure  for  North  America,  and  of  the  taking  the  Alcide 
and  Lys,  and  of  every  minute  circumftance  relating  to  it ; 
and  from  that  time,  of  the  failing  of  every  fleet,  and  of  its 
Vo  l.  III.  F  detitu- 
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he  failed  immediately  with  twenty-two  {hips  of  the 
line.  About  noon,  the  frigates  under  the  com¬ 
mand 

deftination  ;  and  was  fo  particular  to  mention  the  launch  of 
a  man  of  war.  He  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  difficulties 
the  miniftry  met  with  in  raifing  money  ;  and  of  his  connexion 
with  a  fociety  in  the  Strand,  who  were  reputed  great  men  in 
the  political  world,  and  particularly  in  the  financial  branch. 
In  one  of  thefe  letters,  dated  the  29th  of  July  1757,  the  ex¬ 
pedition  againft  Rochefort  was  notified,  though  it  is  certain 
that  refolution  of  the  council  had  not  then  been  made  known 
either  to  Admiral  Hawke  or  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  the  com¬ 
manders  in  chief;  and  in  another  letter,  dated  at  Twicken¬ 
ham,  the  doftor,  after  giving  an  exad  account  of  the  ftate  of 
our  affairs,  the  condition  of  our  fleet  and  army,  their  difpofi- 
tion,  how  many  fhips  guarded  and  how  many  troops  lined 
the  coaft  of  England,  concludes  with  afferting,  “  That  rite 
only  means  of  preventing  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  againft 
Rochefort,  would  be  to  make  a  powerful  diverflon  upon  the 
coaft  of  England  ;  that  by  thus  attacking  us  in  our  very  vitals, 
we  might  be  engaged  at  home,  and  fo  prevented  from  fend¬ 
ing  any  number  of  troops  abroad  Efficient  to  give  them  any 
real  annoyance.”  Which  advice  he  renewed  in  a  fubfequent 
letter,  alledging,  “  That  it  would  be  the  moll  certain  method 
to  diftrefs  the  government,  as  it  would  affeft  public  credit ; 
and  then  pointed  out  both  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where 
it  would  be  moft  proper  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

By  what  channel  this  fpy  procured  this  knowledge,  has  not 
yet  perfpired ;  but  the  early  intelligence,  and  thfe  minute  cir- 
cumftances  of  Admiral  Holbourne’s  deftination  for  America, 
communicated  to  the  court  of  France  a  few  days  after  that 
admiral’s  inftrudions  were  figned,  and  in  which  he  was  fo  ex- 
ad  as  to  give  the  number  of  fhips  and  troops  on  board,  the 
day  of  their  departure,  & c.  induced  a  fhrewd  fufpicion  of  his 
connections  with  fomebody,  befides  what  he  could  gather  in 
public  converfadon  :  and  the  favour  he  met  with  after  con¬ 
demnation,  afforded  much  (peculation  concerning  his  private 

con- 
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Aland  of  Mr.  Howe,  together  with  all  the  tran-  A.  D. 
/ports,  got  under  way.  Lord  Anfon,  with  his 
fquadron,  flood  away  to  the  wed  :  but  Mr.  Howe’s 
fleered  quite  athwart  the  channel,  with  the  wind 
at  fouth-eaft,  and  loon  loft  fight  of  Lord  Anfon  5 
whofe  inftrudtions  were  to  watch  and  intercept  any 
fquadron  from  the  well  againft  Mr.  Howe’s.  The 
weather  changing  to  very  tempeftuous,  the  com¬ 
modore,  a  little  before  midnight,  made  a  fignal 
for  the  fleet  to  lie  too,  lead  it  fhould  run  too  clofe 
in  with  the  French  Ihore  before  break  of  day.  But 
no  accident  happened,  except  that  one  of  the 
tranfports  rolled  away  her  foremad,  and  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  be  raken  in  tow  by  one  of  the  frigates. 

They  made  fail  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and  by  eight 
they  could  fee  cape  La  Hogue.  The  fleet  flood 
in  between  the  continent  and  the  Ifle  of  Alderney, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  race,  in  the  evening  ; 

conne&ions  in  England  :  where  the  time  has  been,  when  no 
matter  how  much,  and  by  what  inftrument,  the  nation  fufiers, 
fo  that  fome  men  could  maintain  their  own  power  by  difgracing 
their  rivals  in  the  ftate. 

For  this  illicit  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  in  time  of  open  war,  Doftor  Henfey  was  tried,  convifled 
and  condemned  to  be  hanged  and  quartered,  as  in  cales  of 
high  treafon  ;  but  after  feveral  reprieves,  he  obtained  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  pardon,  not  for  any  difcovery,  as  the  world  were  maae 
to  believe ;  but  by  an  extraordinary  foreign  interpofition,  which 
would  not  have  had  the  fame  weight  at  a  court,  that  properly 
refented  the  difappointments  the  nation  met  with  in  the  expe¬ 
ditions  againft  Louilbourg  and  Rochefort.  Enough  to  put  the 
minifter,  who  was  to  direft  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  upon  the 
utmoft  caution  to  cover  his  intentions,  till  he  could  bring  them: 
into  a&ion, 

F  2 


where 
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A.  D.  where  many  of  their  fhips  were  driven  from  their 
I?58‘  anchors  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  fome 
of  them,  that  rode  it  out,  left  a  fluke  in  the  rocky 
ground,  when  they  came  to  weigh.  The  fleet 
was  flopped  next  day  by  a  tranfport’s  running  and 
bulging  upon  a  hidden  rock,  with  part  of  the 
guards  onboard,  who,  notwithftanding  the  diligence 
and  expedition,  with  which  they  were  fupplied  by 
boats,  from  the  reft  of  the  fhips,  which  on  that 
occafion  came  to  an  anchor,  had  much  to  do  to 
fave  themfelves  and  baggage.  It  was  eight  at 
night  before  the  fleet  could  proceed,  and  next  day, 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  being  becalmed,  it 
dropt  anchor  within  three  leagues  from  St.  Ma- 
Arrives  in  loes,  on  the  4th  of  June.  Next  morning  they 
weighed  before  day,  and  proceeded  to  the  Bay  of 
Cancalle,  where  they  were  to  land  at  a  village  of 
the  fame  name. 

Three  frigates  were  ordered  to  continue  their 
courfe  to  a  battery,  that  might  impede  the  difem- 
barkation.  But  the  reft  of  the  fleet  brought  up. 


Cancalle 
bay 


flavins; 


given 


orders  for  the  fhips  carrying  the 


Forces 

laud. 


grenadiers,  to  make  fail  with  the  frigates,  Mr. 
Howe  quitted  the  Efiex,  and  went  on  board,  with 
his  pendant,  one  of  the  frigates,  in  which  he  was 
able  to  lie  clofer  in  fhore  than  in  a  large  fhip. 
.The  battery,  perceiving  the  grenadiers  in  the  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  prepared  to  land,  fired  upon  them: 
but  the  frigates  advanced,  filenced  the  battery, 
and  the  grenadiers  made  good  their  landing,  with¬ 
out  much  oppofition.  For,  though  there  were 
feven  companies  of  foot,  and  three  troops  of  dra¬ 
goons 
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goons  ported  at  the  landing-place,  they  fled  with  A-  *>. 
precipitation,  as  loon  as  our  foldiers  began  to 
move  towards  the  fhore  ;  and  nothing  then  ap¬ 
peared  to  impede  our  progrefs,  but  a  few  peafants, 
that  drew  up  behind  a  wind-mill  at  a  great  dii- 
tance,  and  diverted  themfelves  with  firing  foot, 
that  would  not  reach  our  men. 

The  grenadiers  being  drawn  up  upon  the  beach, 

Lord  Down,  with  twenty  of  Kingfley’s,  marched 
through  a  very  narrow  pafs,  up  into  the  village  of 
Cancalle;  where  they  were  met  by  the  Marquis 
of  Landal,  intendant  of  the  coaft  and  colonel  of 
the  militia,  with  his  fervant.  Lord  Down  called 
to  him  and  told  him,  if  he  would  furrender,  he 
had  nothing  to  fear:  but  he  and  his  fervant 
foolifoly  refufed  quarter  ;  fo  that  both  they  and 
their  horfes  were  fhot  dead  upon  the  fpot.  My 
Lord  took  poflfeflion  of  the  village,  difarmed  and 
fecured  the  mod  adtive  peafants,  that  fell  in  his 
way,  and  kept  his  men  on  their  arms  all  night, 
waiting  for  the  rert  of  the  army  *. 

Three  regiments  difembarked  that  fame  tide  as  Encamp, 
the  grenadiers,  but  they  continued  all  night  on 
the  beach  ;  and  the  whole  army  was  landed  the 
next  day,  the  6th,  and  encamped.  The  grena¬ 
diers  and  light  horfe  advanced  about  a  mile  in  the 
front  of  the  line  ;  and  Cancalle  was  made  the 
head  quarters.  Next  morning,  the  7th,  by  break 

»  The  inhabitants  of  Cancalle  fled,  and  left  their  village  to 
the  mercy  of  the  invaders :  and  it  was  plundered  by  the  fol¬ 
diers  and  failors  j  for  which  one  foldier  was  hanged,  and  feven 
feamen  flogged,  and  fent  on  board  their  Ihips. 
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of  day,  the  whole  army,  except  the  third  brigade, 
{truck  their  tents,  and  began  to  march  in  two  co¬ 
lumns;  The  firft  column,  confiding  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  guards,  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and 
the  firft  brigade,  commanded  by  Lord  George 
Sackville,  marching  from  the  left,  fell  into  the 
great  road  to  St.  Maloes.  The  fecond  column, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Earl 
of  Ancram,  and  confifting  of  the  fecond  and  fourth 
brigade,  marched  a!fo  from  the  left,  through  a 
very  inclofed  country,  and  moft  narrow  road  : 
for,  though  200  pioneers  marched  at  the  head  of 
the  column,  and  laboured  hard  to  clear  the  way, 
the  men  were  frequently  obliged  to  pafs  by  fingle 
files  •,  and  the  lands  on  each  fide  the  road  were  fo 
covered  with  wood,  that  they  could  feldom  fee 
above  forty  yards  clear  of  their  flanks.  The  vil¬ 
lages,  through  which  they  paft,  were  totally  de- 
ferted  by  man,  woman  and  child  :  who  had  car¬ 
ried  off  every  thing  valuable. 

The  third  brigade  had  orders  to  continue  en¬ 
camped  at  Cancalle,  and  to  throw  up  entrench¬ 
ments  to  fecure  a  retreat,  in  cafe  of  need,  and  to 
efcort  the  heavy  artillery,  which  was  not  yet 
landed.  But  the  guards  were  ordered  to  file  off 
about  two  miles  to  the  left  of  the  firft  encamp¬ 
ment,  and  there  to  pitch  their  tents,  and  cover  the 
army,  on  that  quarter,  from  whence  there  was  the 
greateft  reafon  to  exped  an  enemy  k. 

The 

A 

k  The  following  is  a  transition  of  a  manifefto,  which  his 
Grace  the  Dake  of  Marlborough  publifhed  in  Bretagne,  cn 

the 


THE 


The  troops  in  motion,  advanced  towards  St.  Ma-  ^ 

loes  without  beat  of  drum,  and  in  as  good  order 

as 


the  7th  of  June,  the  fecond  day  after  the  landing  of  the  troops 
at  Cancalle. 


<<  VVe  the  high  and  mighty  Prince,  Charles,  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  Marquis  of  Blandford,  Earl  of  Sun¬ 
derland,  Baron  Churchill,  Knight  of  the  moft  noble 
order  of  the  Garter,  Privy-Counfellor  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  Grand  Matter  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  forces,  &c. 


tt  Make  known  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Bretagne,  that  the 
defcent  on  their  coaft,  with  the  powerful  army  under  our 
command,  and  our  formidable  armament  by  fea,  is  not  made 
with  an  intention  to  make  war  on  the  inhabitants  ot  the  coun¬ 
try,  excepting  thofe,  who  lhall  be  found  in  arms,  or  (hall 
otherwife  oppofe  the  juft  war,  which  we  wage  againft  his 
Majefty  the  moft  Chriftian  King. 

“  Be  it  known,  therefore,  to  all  who  will  remain  in  peace¬ 


able  poffeffion  of  their  habitations  and  effefts,  that  they  may 
flay  unmolefted  in  their  refpeSive  dwellings,  and  follow  their 
ufual  occupations ;  and  that,  excepting  the  cuftoms  and  taxes, 
which  they  pay  to  the  King,  nothing  will  be  required  of  them, 
either  in  money  or  merchandizes,  but  what  is.abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  army  ;  and  that  for  all  the  pro- 
vifions,  they  (hall  bring  in,  they  (hall  be  paid  ready  money. 

«  Qn  the  contrary,  if,  notwithftanding  this  declaration, 
which  we  have  Wn  pleafed  to  make,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  or  villages  carry  away  their  furniture,  effe&s  or  pro- 
vifions,  and  abandon  their  houfes  or  dwellings,  we  (hall  treat 
fuch  delinquents  as  enemies,  and  deftroy  by  fire  and  fword,  or 
fuch  other  methods,  as  (hall  be  in  our  power,  their  towns,  vil¬ 
lages,  dwellings,  or  houl'es.  Given  at  the  head-quarters  at 

Parame.  £ 

June  7,  ,758.  MARLBOROUGH.” 

By  his  Grace’s  command,  Bryant. 
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as  the  nature  of  the  country  would  permit ;  but 
it  was  late  in  the  evening  before  they  had  marched 
fix  miles.  The  commanders  in  chief  proceeded 
immediately  to  reconnoitre  the  fituation  of  St.  Ma¬ 
loes  i  ordered  the  ground  for  the  camp  to  be 
marked  out,  at  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the 
town.  This  camp  was  formed  in  the  village  of 
Parame,  made  the  head-quarters,  in  front,  and 
the  village  of  Servant  upon  the  right  flank.  The 
grenadiers  advanced  about  100  paces,  the  light 
horfe  and  artillery  about  as  far  in  the  rear,  and 
the  reft  of  the  troops  were  extended  in  one  diredt 
line. 

While  the  main  body  was  employed  in  pitching 
tents,  the  light  horfe,  fuftained  by  the  piquets  of 
the  whole,  advanced  to  the  walls  of  St.  Maloes  1  : 

and 

His  Grace  fent  at  the  fame  time  the  following  letter  to  the 
magiftrates  and  echevins  of  St.  Maloes. 

Gentlemen, 

“  We  being  in  poffefiion  of  all  the  country  between  Dinan, 
Rennes,  and  Dol,  as  far  as  St.  Maloes,  and  finding  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  villages,  in  this  extent  of  coun¬ 
try,  have  abandoned  their  habitations ;  probably  to  avoid  the 
payment  of  the  ufual  contributions ;  and  as  we  are  informed 
that  the  inhabitants  have,  by  your  orders,  been  compelled  to 
go  to  St.  Maloes ;  we  give  you  notice,  that  if  they  do  not  re¬ 
turn  peaceably  to  their  houfes,  and  fend  their  magifirates  to 
our  head-quarters  to  fettle  the  contributions,  we  lhall  think 
ourfelves  obliged  to  fet  fire  to  them  without  further  delay. 

MARLBOROUGH.” 

1  St.  Maloes  is  one  of  the  chief  towns  and  ports  of  the  Up¬ 
per  Bretagne,  is  feated  on  the  northern  coaft  of  St.  Aaron,  and 
3  joined 
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and  were  faluted  by  the  enemy’s  cannon  from  the  A.  D. 
ramparts,  which  killed  a  horfe  or  two  without  any  175  ' 
other  lofs  or  damage.  But  by  favour  of  the  night 
they  got  under  the  enemy’s  cannon,  and  flipt  down 
to  the  narbour,  where  they  found  a  confiderable 
fleet  of  privateers  and  merchantmen  m,  to  which  Ships,  &c. 
our  troops  fet  fire,  with  combuftibles  provided  and 
carried  with  them  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  alfo  to 
the  magazines  of  pitch,  tar,  ropes,  &c.  which 
took  effect.  So  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours 
there  was  the  molt  dreadful  fcene  of  conflagra¬ 
tion,  that  imagination  can  paint,  and  all  the  fliips 
and  ftores  were  deftroyed  by  the  flames,  which 
continued  all  night,  without  the  leaft  oppofition  Meet  with 
from  the  garrifon,  though  there  was  a  confider-  °<J*pofip‘ 
able  body  of  troops  in  the  town,  that  might  en¬ 
able  them  to  make  a  fally  with  a  view  of  fuccefs. 

joined  to  the  continent  by  means  of  a  long  caufeway,  of  not 
above  thirty  fathoms  broad,  the  entrance  whereof  is  defended 
by  a  ftrong  cattle,  flanked  with  large  towers,  and  the  town 
furrounded  with  walls,  deep  ditches,  and  a  fufficient  garrifon : 
betides  which,  to  wards  th  e  fea  it  is  fecured  by  a  lhoal  of  fand  that 
encompaffes  it,  and  feveral  rocks  and  fmall  iflands,  that  make 
the  haven  of  difficult  accels,  infomuch  that  it  is  reputed  one  of 
the  keys  of  France.  It  is  confiderable  for  its  traffick  and 
flrength,  and  the  tkill  of  its  inhabitants  in  maritime  affairs, 
by  which  means  great  numbers  of  privateers  are  in  time  of 
war  from  hence  fitted  out,  and  much  ditlurb  the  trade  of  thefe 
feas.  Seep.  91. 

m  One  man  of  war  of  50  guns  on  the  flocks,  two  ditto  36 
guns  each,  twenty-four  privateers,  from  30  to  40  guns  each. 

Seventy  merchantmen,  and  forty  fmall  craft.  There  was  only 
onelhip,  a  privateer  of  forty  guns  faved,  the  being  a-float ;  thereft 
were  hauled  up  imprudently  to  the  walls,  and  were  a-ground. 

Their 
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Their  next  care  was  to  fecure  provifions.  So 
that  when  this  party  was  returned  from  the  con¬ 
flagration  to  the  camp,  other  parties  were  next 
morning,  on  the  8th,  fent  to  forage,  and  to  bring 
in  the  necelfaries  of  life;  the  country  people  re- 
fufing  to  fupply  our  troops  for  ready  money,  and 
the  provifions  brought  a-fhore  being  expended. 

One  battalion  of  guards,  and  Lord  Charles 
Hay’s  of  the  third  brigade,  marched  the  fame  day 
into  camp.  One  mortar  and  three  royals,  which 
had  been  ordered  from  the  fhips,  were  flopped  on 
the  road,  and  remanded  on  board  :  and  the  ad¬ 
vanced  piquets  and  the  fecond  brigade,  returned 
to  camp  about  nine  in  the  evening.  The  night 
proved  a  moft  terrible  one,  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  violent  rain  and  wind,  which  beat  down  the 
tents  and  foufed  the  men,  as  if  they  had  been  dipt 
in  water.  But  at  feven  next  morning  200  pioneers 
fuftained  by  a  party  of  500  men,  were  ordered 
to  march  towards  St.  Maloes  ;  and  a  captain  and 
80  men  were  employed  to  level  the  ground  in  the 
front  of  the  encampment,  in  order  to  open  a  com¬ 
munication  between  each  regiment,  dhefe  were 
indications  of  vigorous  refolutions.  Yet,  on  the 
10th,  in  the  morning,  Elis  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  having  advice  of  a  great  fuperiority 
of  forces  affembling  to  attack  him,  and  to  cut  off  his 
retreat,  ordered  the  whole  army  back  to  Cancalle. 
Which  was  done ;  tho’  it  did  not  appear  that 
there  were  at  that  prefent  time  above  500  regular 
forces  in  that  province.  They  ftruck  their  tents 
about  neon,  immediately  marched  off,  and  en- 
„  '  caipped 
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camped  that  night  within  the  entrenchments  at  D. 
that  village :  giving  over  all  thoughts  ot  a  ftege, 
which  would  take  up  a  month,  in  a  regular  man¬ 
ner  :  and  for  which  they  were  not  fufficiently  pro¬ 
vided.  For  the  walls  of  the  town  were  not  only 
of  a  vaft  thicknefs,  but  of  fo  great  an  height,  that 
none  of  the  fcaling-ladders  feat  from  England  could 
reach  the  top. 

The  fame  night  the  artillery  was  put  on  board  ;  Re- inl¬ 
and  the  two  following  days  were  employed  in  the 
re-imbarkation  of  the  troops  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
heavy  rain,  which  filled  the  trenches,  of  thofe  that 

were  left,  half  full  of  water. 

Thus  ended  the  attempt  againft  St.  Maloes, 
with  the  lofs  of  30  men  miffing.  Whilft  the  army 
was  employed  before  St.  Maloes,  a  battalion  of 
guards  marched,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Celar,  12  miles  up  into  the  country,  to  a  town 
called  Dol,  and  were  politely  entertained  by  the 
magill rates ;  and  their  treatment  was  as  politely 
repaid  by  this  party,  whole  intention  was  only  to 
reconnoitre  the  country,  and  returned  aftei:  hay¬ 
ing  in  this  town  one  night,  without  committing 
one  aft  of  hoftility.  A  party  of  light  horfc  ad¬ 
vanced  flill  farther,  and  fell  in  with  the  videts  oi 
a  French  camp,  chaced  them  a  long  way,  and 

brought  two  of  them  into  our  camp  n. 

D  Flawing 

"We  may  guefs  at  the  confternation  and  confufion  of  the  ene¬ 
my  from  this  abflraft  of  a  mandate  iffued  by  the  Bifhop  of  St. 
Maloes,  for  a  folemn  proceffion  by  way  of  thankfgivmg,  for 
the  retreat  of  the  Englifn. 
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Having  muttered  the  men  on  board,  orders 
were  iffued  on  the  14th  for  the  grenadiers  and 
guards  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  difem- 
bark,  to  complete  their  ammunition  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  that  the  officers  fhould,  for  the  future, 
take  more  effectual  means  to  prevent  morauding. 
It  was  intended  to  proceed  againft  Granville,  a 
petty  town,  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  high  cliff, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay,  and  about  fix  leagues 
diftant  from  St.  Maloes ;  defended  by  a  battery  of 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  timbrels,  Jing  unto  the  Lord  with  cym * 
ha/s,  &c.  For  God  breaketh  the  battles  :  for  among  ji  the  camps  in 
the  midf  of  the  people  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  the  hands  of  them 
that  perfecuted  me. 

— Bethulia,  being  reduced  to  the  lad  extremity,  without 
refource,  without  any  hopes  of  affidance,  and  when  its  fright- 
ned  inhabitants  defired  nothing  but  a  ’voluntary  Jurrender,  was 
faved  by  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  miracles,  which  manifeft 
in  the  mod  obvious  manner  the  operation  of  the  almighty 
hand  of  the  Adolt  High.  Your  deliverance,  on  the  contrary, 
has,  at  firft  fight,  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  natural ;  but  who¬ 
ever  gives  but  a  little  attention  to  the  whole  feries  of  this  event, 
mud  acknowledge  the  mod  evident  marks  of  God’s  fpecial 
proteftion  of  their  city.  —  You  took  all  the  precaution,  which 
courage  and  condudt  could  didate,  againd  the  attacks,  with 
which  you  were  threatned,  and  which  you  looked  upon,  as  in¬ 
evitable.  Thefe  precautions  were  fuperfluous.  There  was 
not  fo  much  as  one  gun  fired  againd  your  city.  You  hoped  that 
the  troops  coming  to  your  aflidance  would  drive  away  the  ene¬ 
my  :  but  the  enemy  ■  did  not  wait  for  them.  News  was  brought 
them,  and  they  retired  with  precipitation.  The  winds  oppofed 
their  return  :  but  it  was  decreed  by  Providence  that  they  fhould 
return  by  the  fame  way  that  they  came ;  and  they  have  done 
it  in  fpite  of  contrary  winds.  What  dull  we  then  fay  ?  If  God 
be  for  us,  who  Jhall  be  again f  us  ? 


18  pieces 
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18  pieces  of  cannon,  upon  a  neck  of  land,  which 
commands  the  town,  and  a  great  part  of  the  bay. 

Pilots  were  taken  on  board  from  Guernfey  and 
■Jerfey  *,  and  22  large  lug- fail  boats  were  alfo 
brought  from  thence,  for  greater  expedition  in  the 
landing  of  the  forces.  But  having  weighed  at  Sto^tw^i 
6  in  the  morning,  on  the  1 6th,  the  fleet  was  ob-  ther. 
liged  by  contrary  and  violent  winds  to  come  to  an 
anchor  that  evening  off  St.  Maloes  •,  and  next  day 
to  return  to  Cancalle  bay.  The  winds  continued 
contrary,  and  the  weather  very  bad  till  the  21ft, 
when  it  growing  moderate,  they  put  to  fea,  were 
joined  by  the  Ifis,  Captain  Wheeler,  and  four 
tranfports  with  reinforcements:  but  were  driven 
back  again  by  contrary  winds.  However,  on  the 
23d  they  failed  to  the  eaftward,  pafled  Jerfey,  Sail  to  the 
Guernfey,  and  faw  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  on  the  eaftward* 
26th  fleered  with  a  northwind  for  the  French 
coaft,  and  run  in  with  the  land  near  Havre  de 
Grace.  But,  after  lying  in  fight  of  that  port  all 
the  27th  and  28th  ordering  the  flat-bottomed 
boats  for  landing  the  forces  to  be  hoifted  out ;  re¬ 
connoitring  the  coaft,  which  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  and  Mr.  Howe  undertook  perfonally  in  a 
cutter  ;  and  four  days  provifions  got  ready  for  the 
'  men  to  take  with  them  on  fhore,  nothing  was 
executed  to  annoy  the  enemy.  On  the  29th  the 
whole  fleet  bore  away  before  the  wind  for  Cher-  Towards 
oourg,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  about  two  miles 
from  the  town  ;  fix  batteries  fired  on  the  tranfports 
to  no  purpofe,  and  a  confidcrable  number  of  peo¬ 
ple,  fome  of  whom  appeared  to  be  regular  forces, 

were 
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were  drawn  up  along  the  Strand,  neverthelefs  it 
was  refolved  to  attack  the  forts  Querqueville, 
1’Hommet  and  Gallet,  in  the  night;  which  was 
prevented  by  a  violent  wind,  that  hindered  the 
troops  from  landing,  and  rendered  it  impoflible 
to  fuftain  them  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe,  if  the  difem- 
barkation  could  have  been  effected.  Then  it  was 
refolved  to  Hand  in  with  the  whole  fleet,  to  cover 
a  general  landing.  But  that  refolution  was  alfo 
abortive.  The  ftorm  increafed :  the  tranfports 
ran  foul  of  one  another  :  and,  as  the  gale  blew  di¬ 
rectly  upon  the  coaft,  all  the  fhipping  was  expofed 
to  the  perils  of  a  fee-fhore.  Befides  there  began  to 
be  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  the  hay  for  the 
horfes  was  almoft  eat  up.  So  that  this  great  and 
expenflve  expedition-fleet  returned,  next  morning, 
for  the  coaft  of  England,  and  on  the  ift  of  July 
arrived  at  St.  Helen’s  °. 

While 


0  Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  ojfcer  belonging  to  the  light-horfe ,  on 
board  a  tranfport  at  St-  Helen's,  July  3. 

“  We  are  arrived  here  after  having  made  one  of  the  grand- 
eft  bonfires,  at  and  near  St.  Maloes,  that  ever  was  feen  in 
France ;  all  which  was  executed  in  nine  hours,  without  the 
leaft  moleftation  from  the  enemy  ;  as  if  they  themfelves  would 
receive  fome  pleafure  from  fo  ftriking  a  flame  being  ftruck  up 
among  them  ;  or  rather,  the  water-pipes  leading  to  St.  Maloes 
being  cut  off,  and  a  threaten  of  immediately  fetting  fire  to  the 
town,  if  they  made  any  reflftance,  rendered  them  thus  in¬ 
active,  being  in  the  greateft  panic  and  confufion.  By  fome 
officers  belonging  to  the  navy  of  France  we  are  informed,  that 
the  damage  done  by  our  troops  to  the  docks.  King’s  ftores, 
and  (hipping,  exclufive  of  private  property,  would  require 
much  more  than  12,000,000  of  livres  to  reinftate,  exclufive 
4  of 
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While  the  Britifh  arms  were  carrying  terror  ^D. 
along  the  Gallic  ffiore,  the  fate  of  our  enemies 
and  the  relief  of  our  allies  were  determined  by  the 
Britifh  parliament.  The  Commons  granted  60,000  Proceed- 
men  for  the  fea  fervice,  including  14,845  marines :  pariia- 
53,777  effective  men,  including  officers  and  4008  meuU 
invalids  for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain, 
Guernfey,  Jerfey,  &c.  and  exclufive  of  the  garri¬ 
fons  and  forces  in  the  plantations  and  Gibraltar : 
four  regiments  of  foot  on  the  Iriffi  eflabliffiment, 
ferving  in  North  America  and  the  Eaft  Indies  :  a 
fupply  to  fubfift  and  keep  together  the  army  form-  Grants  for 
ed  laft  year  in  his  Majefty’s  ele&oral  dominions :  man  wa'r> 
and  for  payment  of  12000  and  upwards  of  Heffian 
troops :  670,000  1.  for  the  fupport  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia:  463,084b  6  s.  10  d.  for  maintaining  38,000 
hired  troops  in  Germany  j  and  386,915  1.  13  s.  2d. 
for  the  forage,  bread,  artillery,  &c.  100,090 1. 
for  paying  and  cloathing  the  militia :  800,000  1. 
for  defraying  the  extra  expences  of  the  war : 

20,000  1.  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  Eafl 
India  :  10,000 1.  for  the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Which  grants,  with  the 
other  provifions  made  by  parliament  for  the  current 
year,  amounted  to  10,486,457  1.  p.  And  in  con- 

of  the  expence  of  building,  and  the  time  they  will  take  up  in. 
being  brought  to  their  former  condition  of  flrength,  &c.  The 
private  property  deftroyed  is  valued  at  much  more  than  the 
public,  which  could  not  be  avoided,  the  merchant  drips  having 
thrown  themfelves  clofe  in  with  the  docks  and  men  of  w&r, 
and  under  the  cannon  of  the  forts.”. 

p  Of  which  the  fum  of  1,861,897  b  was  granted  for  the 
aid  of  our  friend;  on  the  continent. 

fequcnce 
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A.  D.  fequence  thereof  we  find  that  the  ftate  of  our  na- 
tional  ftrength  or  forces  by  fea  and  land  in  Britifh 
pay,  including  artificers  in  the  King’s  docks  and 
yards,  was  as  follows  : 


Military  Eftablifhment  for  Great  Britain,  the 

and  naval  train  of  artillery  inclufive  -  55,000 

force  of 

Great  Bri- For  Ireland  -  - - -  12,000 

tain. 


For  N.  America,  of  Regulars  32,000?  ^ 
of  Provincials  30,000  i  ’ 


000 


For  the  Weft  Indies 


For  Gibraltar  and  the  Eaft  Indies 
Allied  army  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain 


2,000 

5,000 

52,000 


Total  of  land  forces  188,000 


Naval  department.  Teamen 
Marines  - 


Artificers  to  the  docks,  about 


62,000 

14,000  C  96,000 


20,000 


Total  284,000 


Ships  in  commiffion  310,  of  which  no  were  of 
the  line. 


They  alfo  endeavoured  to  remove  the  obje&ions 
made  by  the  public  to  the  militia  a£t,  and  to  en¬ 
force  that  act  for  the  prefent  benefit  of  the  nation. 
Militia  aa  A  bill  was  brought  in,  and  pafied,  to  amend  and 
aTr°eVn-d  explain  the  militia  bill.  By  which  every  city  or 
deiedmore  town  has  the  liberty  to  offer  volunteers,  if  they 
effectual.  inftea(j  Gf  ftanding  the  chance  of  the 

ballot :  and  it  is  further  enadted,  That 
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Every  fubflitute  is,  equally  with  the  perfon 
ferving  for  himfelf,  exempted  from  being  preffed  ;  I758' 

and  the  fubflitute  is  alfo  entitled  (having  been 
called  out  into  actual  fervice)  to  fet  up  any  trade 
in  any  place  whatever. 

Every  militia  man  is  to  have  his  cloaths  at  the 
end  of  three  years. 

Every  militia  man,  when  the  militia  of  his 
county  (hall  be  ordered  into  adtual  fervice,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  one  guinea. 

The  families  of  the  militia  men  (hall,  in  their 
abfence,  be  provided  for  out  of  the  common  flock. 

If  a  militia  man  fhall  fall  fick  on  a  day  of  march.; 
he  is  to  be  provided  for. 

The  militia  can  never  be  fent  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom  upon  any  pretence  whatever ;  nor  can  they, 
as  appears  by  the  oath  they  take,  be  employed, 
but  only  for  the  immediate  defence  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  .  , 

The  captains  have  power  of  making  corporals 
out  of  the  private  militia  men,  which  is  fixpence 
advance  each  day  of  exereife  ;  and  the  further  va¬ 
cancies  of  ferjeants  are  to  be  filled  up  out  of  the 
militia  men*  which  is  one  fhilling  a  day  the  whole 
y^ar.  Militia  men’s  fons  may  alfo  be  appointed 
drummers,  which  is  fixpence  a  day  the  whole 
year. 

Another  a6t  pafied  for  the  encouragement  of  Seamen’s 
feamen  employed  in  the  royal  navy:  to  ellablifh  terpay-C 
a  regular  method  for  the  punctual,  frequent  and  °* 
certain  payment  of  their  wages;  to  enable  them 
more  readily  and  eafily  to  remit  the  fame,  for  the 

Vo l*  III,  G  fupport 
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fupport  of  their  wives  and  families,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  frauds  and  abufes  attending  fuch  payments. 
Of  which  you’ll  find  an  abftra&in  the  margin  y. 

The 

y  i.  Every  volunteer,  entering  his  name,  lhall  receive  a 
certificate  thereof  gratis,  and  be  intitled  to  wages,  from  the 
day  of  the  date  thereof,  inclufive,  upon  his  appearance  on 
board  within  fourteen  days,  if  the  place  where  he  enters  is 
not  above  ioo  miles  from  the  fliip ;  20,  if  above  100  miles; 
or  30,  if  above  200  miles ;  and  {hall  have  the  ufual  conduct 
money,  with  two  months  wages  advance,  before  the  lhip  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  fea. 

2.  Every  fupernumerary  man,  ferving  ten  days  in  a  lhip, 
ft  all  be  intitled  to  his  wages  and  all  other  benefits,  as  if  he 
was  a  part  of  the  complement ;  but  men,  lent  to  other  fhips, 
{hall  remain  intitled  to  their  wages  on  the  books  of  the  fliip 
from  which  they  were  lent,  until  they  be  regularly  difcharged, 
and  in  no  other, 

3.  Every  inferior  officer  or  fearnan,  turned  over  to  another 
(hip,  that  is  then  in,  or  fliall  come  into,  a  Britilh  port,  where 
there  is  a  commiflioner  of  the  navy,  fliall  be  paid  all  the  wages 
due  to  him  in  the  former  lhip,  before  the  other  proceeds  to 
fea,  unlefs  the  admiralty  order  it  otherwife,  in  cafes  of  the 
greateft  exigency  only  ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  he  {hall  receive  his 
wages,  as  foon  as  the  {hip  {hall  again  come  into  a  Britiffi  port, 
where  there  is  a  commiflioner  of  the  navy. 

4.  No  officer  or  fearnan,  turned  over,  {hall  be  rated  in  a 
lower  degree  than  he  was  before  ;  and  he  {hall  have  an  advance 
of  two  months  wages,  before  the  prefent  lhip  fails,  if  not  al¬ 
ready  received. 

5.  As  foon  as  any  fliip,  which  has  been  in  fea-pay  twelve 
months  or  more,  {hall  arrive  in  any  Britifli  port,  all  the  wages 
due,  except  the  laft  fix  months,  {hall  be  immediately  paid  ; 
and  the  whole  (hall  be  paid  within  two  months,  at  fartheft, 
after  the  arrival  of  fuch  fhip  in  port  to  be  laid  up. 

6.  The  month  {hall  confift  of  twenty-eight  days. 

7.  The 
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country 

7.  The  captain,  or  commander,  fhall  make  out  a  ticket, 
u£on  the  death  of  every  inferior  officer  or  feaman,  and  tranf- 
mit  it,  by  the  firft  fafe  opportunity,  to  the  commiffioners  of 
the  navy;  and  payment  fhall  be  made,  within  a  month  after 
the  receipt  thereof,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  the  executors  or 
adminiftrators  of  fuch  officers  or  feamen,  or  their  attorney. 

8.  The  captain,  or  commander,  fhall  make  out  a  ticket  for 
every  inferior  officer  or  feaman  difcharged  as  unferviceable, 
and  fend  it  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  ; 
he  fhall  alfo  give  fuch  officer  or  feaman  a  certificate  of  his  dif- 
charge,  containing  an  exadt  copy  of  his  ticket,  and  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  perfon  ;  and,  upon  the  commiffioners  being  fatis- 
fied,  that  the  ticket  was  made  out  for  fuch  perfon,  they  fhall 
teftify  the  fame  on  fuch  certificate,  and  immediately  deliver 
him  the  ticket  affigned  for  payment,  which  fhall  be  made,  at 
the  navy  office,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  him,  and  to  no  other 
perfon.  If  the  ticket  fhall  not  have  been  fent  to,  or  received 
by  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  the  copy  of  the  ticket  in 
the  certificate  fhall  intitle  him  to  the  money  therein  appearing 
to  be  due;  and,  if  fuch  officer  or  feaman  produce  his  certi¬ 
ficate  to  a  commiffioner  of  the  navy  refiding  in  any  Britiffi  port, 
he,  being  fatisfied  about  it,  fhall  fign  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to 
the  commiffioners  of  the  navy ;  who,  within  four  days  after 
the  receipt  thereof,  are  to  fend  a  ticket,  or,  if  fuch  ticket  had 
not  been  fent  to,  or  received  by  them,  the  faid  certificate,  to 
the  commiffioner  at  fuch  port,  who  (hall,  thereon,  caufe  im¬ 
mediate  payment  to  be  made,  without  fee  or  reward:  he  fhall 
alfo  fend  fuch  officer  or  feaman  to  the  neareft  hofpital,  to  be 
received  and  viftualled,  from  the  time  of  his  prefenting  fuch 
certificate  until  payment  is  made.  If  any  fuch  certificate  be 
loft  or  deftroyed,  or  not  prefented  by  the  perfon  himfelf,  or 
the  money  due  on  it  (hall  not  be  paid  before  the  general  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  (hip’s  company,  the  ticket  fhall  be  cancelled,  and 
the  wages  payable,  as  if  no  ticket  or  certificate  had  been  made 
out. 

G  2 
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A  D.  country  far  advanced,  his  Majefty,  not  being  able 
*758-  to  go  in  perfon  to  the  Houfe,  appointed  Lords 

Commiffioners 


\ 


q.  When  a  captain,  or  commander,  fhall  fend  any  inferior 
officer  or  feaman  into  any  hofpital  or  lick  quarters,  he  fhall 
tranfmit  with  him  a  ticket  for  his  wages  then  due  ;  and,  if  he 
be  regularly  difcharged  from  thence,  as  unferviceable,  he  fhall 
have  a  certificate  of  his  difcharge,  with  the  fick  ticket  annexed 
thereto  ;  and,  if  he  prefents  the  fame  to  a  commiffioner  at 
any  Britifh  port,  fuch  commiffioner,  after  he  has  figned  the 
certificate,  fhall  forthwith  fend  it  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
navy,  who,  without  delay,  fhall  tranfmit  a  proper  ticket,  or 
pay-lift,  to  the  faid  commiffioners,  who  fhall  caufe  immediate 
payment  to  be  made  to  fuch  officer  or  feaman,  without  fee  or 
reward-,  who  fhall  be  maintained  in  fuch  hofpital,  or  fiek- 
quarters,  from  the  time  of  his  prefenting  the  certificate  and 
fick  ticket  until  he  receive  what  is  due  to  him. 

10.  The  payment  of  tickets,  &c.  fhall  not  be  delayed, 
though  the  mufter  or  pay-books  be  not  regularly  fenttoand 
received  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy  ;  but,  if  any  error 
be  made  in  a  ticket,  &c.  the  lofs  fhall  be  made  good  out  of 
the  wages  of  the  captain  or  commiffioner,  by  whom  they  were 
made  out. 

1 1 .  As  often  as  a  (hip,  which  is  not  in  a  port  of  Great 
Britain,  or  on  the  coaft  thereof,  fhall  have  twelve  months 
wages  due,  the  captain,  or  commander,  fhall  caufe  the  names 
of  all  the  inferior  officers  and  feamen  to  be  called  over,  and 
fhall  do  the  fame  at  the  end  of  every  fix  months  ?  and,  if  any 
of  them  fhall  then  declare,  or  deliver  in  writing,  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  his  wife,  father,  or  mother,  and  defire, 
that  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  wages,  then  due,  except 
for  the  laft  fix  months,  fhould  be  paid  to  fuch  wife,  father,  or 
mother,  the  captain,  or  commander,  is  ftriftly  required  to 
caufe  four  lifts  to  be  made  out  of  the  perfons  defiring  to  make 
fuch  remittances,  which  he  fhall,  without  delay,  tranfmit  to 
the  commiffioners  of  the  navy  ;  who,  on  the  receipt  thereof, 
fhall  immediately  make  out  two  bills  for  the  payment  of  the 

wages 
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CommifTioners  to  deliver  his  fenfe  of  their  conduft  A.  D. 

1  7  C  8 

in  parliament,  who  on  the  20th  of  June,  in  the 
King’s  name,  made  the  following  fpeech  : 

“  My 

wages  fo  allotted  by  each  perfon,  one  of  which  (hall  befent  to 
the  perfons  fpecified  in  the  lifts,  and  the  other  to  the  receiver, 
collector,  or  clerk  of  the  Cheque  ;  and  if  the  perfon  to  whom 
any  fuch  bill  is  fent  fhall,  within  fix  months  from  the  date 
thereof,  deliver  the  fame  to  fuch  receiver,  See.  with  a  certifi¬ 
cate  that  the  perfon  is  the  wife,  father,  or  mother,  of  fuch 
officer  or  feaman,  figned  by  the  minifter  and  churchwardens, 
or,  in  Scotland,  by  the  minifter  and  two  elders  of  the  parifh, 
where  fuch  perfon  was  married  or  refides ;  fuch  receiver,  & c, 
being  fatisfied  about  the  certificate,  fhall,  without  fee  or  reward , 
immediately  pay  the  fum  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  and  fuch  bill, 
with  a  duplicate  thereof,  being  produced  at  the  navy-office, 
fhall  forthwith  be  afligned  for  payment  by  the  commiffioners : 
but,  if  payment  of  the  faid  bill  be  not  demanded,  and  a  du¬ 
plicate  thereof,  &c.  be  not  delivered,  within  fix  months  from 
the  date  thereof,  it  is  to  be  cancelled,  and  the  fum  contained 
therein  becomes  payable  to  fuch  inferior  officer  or  feaman, 
when  the  fhip  fhall  be  paid. 

1 2.  The  proceedings  are  the  fame,  if,  when  wages  (hall  be 
paid  at  the  pay-office,  or  any  of  the  out-ports,  any  inferior 
officer  or  feaman  defires  to  remit  the  whole,  or  part  of  his 
wages  to  his  wife,  children,  parents,  or  any  other  perfon. 

13.  The  wages,  pay,  and  allowances  earned  by  any  inden¬ 
tured  apprentice  fhall,  as  hath  been  ufual,  be  paid  to  his  ma¬ 
iler,  unlefs  he  was  above  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  in¬ 
dentures  were  executed,  or  fhall  be  rated  as  a  fervant  to  any 
officerj  to  whom  fuch  apprenticefhip  is  unknown. 

14.  Captains,  or  commanders,  fhall  fend,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  complete  pay- books, 
lifts,  and  tickets,  and  alfo,  once  in  two  months,  complete 
mutter  books,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  all  their  wages 
to  the  cheft  of  Chatham,  and  of  being  liable  to  be  farther 
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<c  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 


\Y7E  have  received  the  King’s  commands,  upon 
*  *  this  occafion,  to  aflure  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  the  loyalty  and  good 

affe&ions 


punifhed  by  a  court-martial,  except  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  to  be 
made  appear  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or 
commifiioners  of  the  admiralty. 

15.  The  tickets,  &c.  fhall  be  fufficient  vouchers  for  pay¬ 
ment  thereon. 

16.  Captains,  or  commanders,  iffuing  other  tickets  than  the 
aft  direfts,  fhall  pay  50 1.  for  every  ticket,  and  alfo  forfeit  all 
their  wages  to  the  chefl  at  Chatham. 

17.  No  letters  of  attorney,  for  wages,  or  allowances  of 
money,  fhall  be  valid,  unlefs  therein  declared  to  be  revocable, 
and  the  fame,  if  made  by  an  inferior  officer  or  feaman  then 
in  the  fervice,  be  figned  before,  and  attefted  by  the  command¬ 
er,  and  one  of  the  other  figning  officers,  or  by  a  clerk  of  the 
Cheque;  and,  if  made  by  a  perfon  after  his  difcharge  from 
the  fervice,  unlefs  the  fame  be  figned  before,  and  attefled  by 
the  mayor  or  chief  magiftrate  of  the  place,  where  he  then  re- 
fides ;  or  unlefs  the  letter,  if  made  by  an  executor  or  admi- 
niftrator,  be  figned  before,  and  attefted  by  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens,  or,  in  Scotland,  by  the  minifter  and  two  el¬ 
ders  of  the  parilh  where  he  refides. 

18.  No  more  than  1  s.  fhall  be  taken  for  the  probate  of  any 
will,  or  letters  of  adminiftration,  granted  to  the  widows,  chil¬ 
dren,  &c.  of  inferior  officers,  feamen,  or  marines  dying  in 
the  fervice,  unlefs  the  goods  and  chattels  are  of  the  value  of 
20  1.  nor  more  than  2  s.  unlefs  they  are  of  the  value  of  40 1. 
nor  more  than  3  s.  unlefs  they  are  of  the  value  of  60  1.  under 
the  penalty  of  50I.  to  be  paid  by  the  offender  to  the  party 
aggrieved.  The  cafe  is  the  fame,  as  to  the  iffuing  out  com- 
miffions  to  fwear  fuch  widows,  &c. 


19.  Whoever 
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affe&ions  demonftrated  by  his  parliament,  through-  A- 
out  the  whole  courfe  of  this  feflion.  The  zeal  I/s8‘ 


19.  Whoever,  willingly  or  knowingly,  fhall  perfonate,  or 
falfely  affurae  the  name  or  character  of  any  perfon  intitled  to 
wages,  &c.  for  fervice  done  in  any  fhip  of  the  royal  navy, 
or  the  executor,  &c.  of  fuch  perfon,  or  fhall  procure  any 
other  fo  to  do  ;  or  fhall  forge,  or  procure  to  be  forged,  any 
letter  of  attorney,  or  other  power ;  or  take  a  falfe  oath,  or 
procure  it  to  be  taken,  to  obtain  the  probate  of  a  will,  or 
letters  of  adminiftration ;  in  order  to  receive  any  wages,  &c. 
fhall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  fuffer  Death. 

20.  When  the  pay-books  are  clofed,  tickets  fhall  be  made 
out  at  the  navy-office  to  fuch  feamen,  as  have  not  received 
their  wages,  &c.  which  fhall  be  paid,  in  courfe,  once  a 
month. 

21.  Britifh  governors,  mmifters,  or  confuls,  refiding  info- 
reign  parts,  or,  where  there  are  no  fuch  perfons,  any  two 
Britilh  merchants,  are  required  to  provide  for  feafaring  men 
and  boys,  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  who,  by  fhipwreck, 
capture,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  fhall  be  in  thofe  parts, 
or  fhall  be  difcharged  there  as  unferviceable,  from  the  royal 
navy,  at  6d.  per  diem  each,  and  to  fend  them  home  with  all 
convenient  expedition. 

22.  Mailers  of  fhips  fhall  have  6  d.  per  diem  for  each  man 
and  boy  above  their  complement. 

23.  Seamen  fhall  not  be  take!)  out  of  the  fervice  for  any 
debt  under  20 1. 

24.  But  creditors  may  proceed  to  judgment  and  outlawry, 
and  have  an  execution  thereupon,  except  againfl  their  bodies. 

25.  Receivers  of  feamens  wages,  taking  more  than  6d.  per 
pound,  fhall  for  every  offence  forfeit  50 1.  and  if  the  offender 
be  a  clerk,  officer,  or  fervant,  belonging  to  the  navy,  he  fhall 
lofe  his  place,  and  be  incapable  of  holding  any  one  of  profit 
in  any  fuch  office. 

26.  Clerks,  &c.  in  offices  belonging  to  the  navy,  taking 
fees,  not  allowed  by  the  adt,  for  doing  any  thing  thereby  di¬ 
rected,  fhall  be  liable  to  the  fame  forfeitures. 
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which  you  have  fnewn  for  his  Majefty’s  honour 
and  real  intereft  in  all  parts,  your  earneftnefs  to 
furmount  every  difficulty,  and  your  ardour  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  in  order  to  a 
fafe  and  honourable  peace,  muft  convince  all  the 
world,  that  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britiffi  nation 
is  ftill  fubfifting  in  its  full  force. 

His  Majefty  has  alfo  commanded  us  to  acquaint 
you,  that  he  has  taken  all  fuch  meafures,  as  have 
appeared  to  be  moft  conducive  to  anfwer  your  pub¬ 
lic  fpirited  views,  and  wiffies.  Through  your 
affiftance,  and  by  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  the 
conduct  and  bravery  of  the  combined  army,  his 
Majefty  has  been  enabled  not  only  to  deliver  his 
dominions  in  Germany  from  the  oppreffions  and 
devaftations  of  the  French,  but  to  pufti  our  ad¬ 
vantages  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

His  Majefty  has  cemented  the  union  between 
him  and  his  good  brother  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
by  new  engagements,  with  which  you  have  been 
already  fully  acquainted. 

Our  fleets  and  armies  are  now  actually  employed 
in  fuch  expeditions,  as  appeared  likely  to  annoy 
the  enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner-,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms  j 
and  particularly  to  preferve  our  rights  and  poftef- 
fions  in  America  and  to  make  France  feel  our 
juft  weight  and  real  ftrength  in  thofe  parts.  His 
Majefty  trufts  in  the  Divine  Providence,  that  they 
may  be  blefied  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  wi}l  moft  ef¬ 
fectually  tend  to  thefe  great  and  defirable  ends. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

We  are  particularly  commanded  by  the  King, 
to  return  you  his  thanks  for  thofe  ample  fupplies, 
which  you  have  fo  freely  and  unanimoufly  given. 
His  Majedy  grieves  for  the  burdens  of  his  people ; 
but  your  readinefs  in  fupporting  the  war  is  the 
mod  probable  means  the  fooner  to  deliver  you 
from  it.  You  may  be  aflured,  that  nothing  will 
be  wanting,  on  his  Majedy’s  part,  to  fecure  the 
mod  frugal  management. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majedy  has  directed  us  to  repeat  his  re¬ 
commendation  to  you,  to  promote  harmony  and 
good  agreement  amongd  his  faithful  fubjedts ;  and 
to  make  the  uprightnefs  and  purity  of  his  inten¬ 
tions  and  meafures  rightly  underdood.  Exert 
yourfelves  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  country,  by  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws 
and  lawful  authority :  and  by  making  the  people 
fenfible,  how  much  they  hurt  their  own  true  in- 
tered  by  the  contrary  pra&ice. 

For  their  fakes,  the  King  has  commanded  us  to 
prefs  this  upon  you  •,  for  their  true  intered  and 
happinefs  are  his  Majedy’s  great  and  condant 
objects.” 

His  Majedy  in  a  more  particular  manner  takes 
notice  of  the  ample  fupplies ,  which  had  been  fo 
freely  and  unanimoufly  given  for  the  fupport  of 
the  war.  On  which  it  will  be  proper  to  remark, 
That  though  thefe  fupplies  were  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  i 
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A.  D.  nary ;  and  the  war  was  carried  on  at  an  immenfe 

17581  expence;  they  were  neceffary.  There  was  no  other 
way  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  our  enemies.  France 
was  engaged  by  her  confederacy  to  pay  extraordi¬ 
nary  fubfidies  to  Auftria,  Rufiia,  Sweden  and 
other  German  allies,  in  order  to  carry  her  point. 
Therefore  the  cafe  was  nothing  more,  than  op¬ 
posing  one  great  expence  to  another :  whofe  ba¬ 
lance  mull  always  turn  in  favour  of  the  nation, 
that  fhall  be  belt  able  to  raife  money  by  trade,  and 
flop  the  refources  from  whence  the  enemy  is  ufed 
to  draw  his  riches  and  treafure.  This  was  the  real 
cafe  between  trance  and  England.  France  was 
loaded  with  a  vaft  expence  in  armies  and  fubfidies, 
and  deprived  of  her  trade,  from  whence  riches 
came  into  her  treafury.  England  was  daily  im¬ 
proving,  and  acquiring  more  trade ;  by  which  her 
finances  were  enabled  to  carry  on  the  war,  at  a 
greater  expence  than  France,  and  till  France 
fhould  become  a  bankrupt.  Which  was  the  view 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  entered  into  the  alliance 
above-mentioned,  withPruffia:  becaufe  that  was 
the  only  w'ay  to  oblige  France  to  exhauft  her  troops 
and  treafures ;  while  the  Britifh  navy  cut  off  all, 
or  moft  of  her  refources  from  America,  and  en¬ 
tirely  ruined  her  trade ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  to 
increale  the  riches  and  revenues  of  his  own  coun¬ 
try  by  new  and  valuable  acquifitions,  the  better  to 
enaole  her  to  iupport  this  additional  expence. 
Factions  in  I  he  factions  and  diffractions,  which  at  that 
tabmet.nch  jun<5lure  divided  and  weakened  the  French  coun¬ 
cils,  under  the  influence  of  a  female  favourite. 
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were  alfo  improved  by  our  vigilant,  difembarrafied  A.  D. 
and  able  minifter.  He  was  convinced  by  the  I7s3“ 
cabals  at  the  French  court,  for  the  command  of 
the  armies  in  Germany,  that  their  miniftry  were 
unable  to  beftow  a  proper  attention  to  both  ele¬ 
ments  :  there  was  no  ftrife  about  the  commands  at 
fea :  therefore  our  minifter  aimed  at  confounding  Rea{-ons 
them  more  by  reiterated  blows  on  all  fides  :  to  a£'eck^ 
ruin  their  navy,  while  he  drew  off  their  attention  French  in 
from  the  ocean  to  the  plains  of  Germany.  With-  Geiraany- 
out  which  kind  of  diverfion,  France  would  foon 
have  been  in  a  condition  to  repair  the  damages  of 
their  marine  ;  as  in  former  times. 

The  people  with  pleafure  acquiefced  in  thefe  Approved 
lentiments  and  meafures,  becaufe  they  were  con-  £n^he 
vinced  of  their  falutary  effedts.  They  were  alfo  nation, 
fpirited  up  by  the  daily  advices  of  the  fuccefs  of 
Prince  Ferdinand,  who  by  this  time  had  driven 
the  French  over  the  Rhine :  while,  on  the  other 
part,  the  French  miniftry  were  trying  to  accomplifti 
that  by  intrigue  and  mifreprefentation,  which  they 
were  not  in  a  capacity  to  bring  about  merely  by 
their  own  ftrength. 

The  provocation  given  by  Mr.  Richelieu’s  breach 
of  the  convention,  for  the  Hanoverians  refuming 
their  arms,  furniftied  the  French  court  with  a 
plaufible  invedlive  againft  his  Britannic  Majefty, 

Eledtor  of  Hanover.  In  which,  under  the  name  French 
of  a  manifefto  r,  they  pretend  that  their  armies  ZT/Jnllc 
entered  Germany  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  Hanove- 

4  rians  re¬ 

fuming 

r  Publifhed  by  authority  at  Paris,  and  dated  at  Verfailles  arms, 
pn  the  30th  of  December  1757. 


Empire, 


A.  D.  Empire,  in  quality  of  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia  •,  and  that  was  fufficient  to  warrant 
their  invafion  and  feizure  of  Hanover  and  Heffe 
Cafiel.  Then  they  proceed,  and  infift,  That  the 
alliance  between  Auftria  and  France  was  not  unna¬ 
tural  and  dangerous  to  the  Germannic  liberty  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  quite  natural, 
and  necelfary  to  defend  that  liberty  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  arifing  from  the  league  between  England  and 
Pruffia.  That  their  King  had  originally  formed  a 
defign  to  confine  himfelf  to  his  own  defence  againft 
the  Englifh  in  North  America,  and  thereby,  if 
poflible,  to  preferve  the  advantages  of  peace  to 
Europe  in  general,  and  to  the  Empire  in  particu¬ 
lar  :  and  that  if  it  happened  otherwife,  it  might  be 
imputed  to  the  ambition  and  injuftice  of  his  ene¬ 
mies. 

They  inveigh  with  great  acrimony  againft  the 
Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  for  prefuming 
to  keep  foreign  troops  out  of  Germany,  when 
they  themfelves  are  bringing  ruin  upon  the  Ger¬ 
mannic  conftitutions :  and  accufe  them  of  ftirring 
up  and  carrying  on  an  unjuft  war,  fet  on  foot  in 
contempt  of  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  of  the  laws 
of  the  Empire ;  and  make  his  Britannic  Majefty 
the  firft  promoter  of  it. 

They  further  fet  forth.  That  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
the  unjuft  and  violent  enterprizes  of  the  King  of 
England  againft  France,  both  in  America  and 
Europe,  having  changed  the  brilliant  expectations, 
with  which  that  Prince’s  minifters  had  flattered 
the  Britifh  nation  into  real  Ioffes  for  the  prefent, 
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and  apprehenfions  for  the  future,  they  have  been  A.  D. 
forced  to  have  recourfe  to  frefh  expedients  for  al-  17:>8* 
laying  the  refentment  of  that  nation,  and  efpecially 
for  netting  from  it  fuch  an  augmentation  of  fubfi- 
dies,  of  which  the  Elector  of  Hanover  fhould 
come  in  for  a  part  •,  and  that  the  way,  which  feemed 
to  them  the  fitted:  for  fettling  their  affairs,  has  been 
to  throw  thofe  of  others  into  confufion,  and  at  any 
rate  to  kindle  a  war  in  Germany. 

The  King  of  England  and  his  minifters  have 
done  fo  much  juftice  to  the  King,  as  to  conclude, 
that  in  cafe  of  any  attack  made  on  the  principal 
Rates  of  the  Empire,  to  which  he  was  united,  or  of 
any  violation  of  the  Germannic  laws  and  confti- 
tutions,  his  Majefty’s  fidelity  towards  his  allies, 
his  quality  of  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftpha- 
lia,  his  conftant  zeal  for  the  quiet  and  fafety  of 
Germany,  would  induce  him  to  take  part  in  this 
•war,  and  that  by  this  diverfion  they  fhould  weaken 
the  efforts,  which  France  was  obliged  to  make  by 
fea,  for  defending  itfelf  againft  the  Englifh. 

The  court  of  Hanover  has  not  forgot  its  ad¬ 
vantages  in  the  plan,  which  it  has  formed  for  itfelf. 

As  the  interefts  of  the  Rritifh  nation  have  for  a 
long  time  been  fubordinate  to  the  Eledtor  s  conve- 
niency,  it  had  two  views  relative  to  the  latter;  the 
firft  of  procuring  to  his  Eledloral  Highnefs  large 
fubfidies,  by  arming  the  Hanoverians  for  Export¬ 
ing  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  enterprizes,  and  thus 
weaken  the  King’s  operations  for  the  defence  of 
the  liberty  of  the  Empire,  and  that  of  the  ftates 
•  of  the  allies. 
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The  fecond  view  has  been  to  convert  the  war 
of  Germany  into  a  religious  war,  in  order  to  gain 
to  themfelves  the  fupport  of  the  proteftant  Princes. 
Hence  a  double  advantage  was  to  refult :  if  thefe 
Princes  by  their  fuccours  facilitated  the  execution 
of  the  defigns  of  their  Britannic  and  Pruflian  Ma- 
jefties,  an  increafe  of  authority  and  power  was  thus 
procured  to  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  his  neighbours,  both  catholic  and  pro- 
teftants ;  and  this  is  known  to  have  long  been  the 
favourite  objeft  of  his  ambition  :  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  fucceffes  fhould  fail,  a  great  part  of  the 
damages  to  be  fuftained  was  to  be  thrown  on  the 
allied  Princes. 

When  the  war,  which  had  been  meditated  by 
the  King  of  England,  Eledor  of  Hanover,  in 
concert  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  had  broke  out 
in  Germany ;  the  ideas  which  thefe  two  Princes 
had  formed  from  the  King’s  fidelity  to  his  engage¬ 
ments,  were  not  miftaken  ;  the  ftates  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  attacked  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  together 
with  the  Princes,  who  had  moft  at  heart  the  Ger- 
mannic  fyftem,  applied  for  affiftance  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  both  as  an  ally  of  the  Empire  and  guarantee 
of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  as  in  virtue  of  his 
alliances  merely  defenfive  with  feveral  courts  of 
Germany  ;  and  though  the  King  was  engaged  in 
a  perfonal  and  onerous  war  with  England,  he  did 
not  hefitate  to  form  the  generous  refolution  of 
employing  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces  in  the 
defence  ot  his  allies,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
laws  of  the  Empire,  and  of  the  Germannic  fyftem, 

threatned 
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threatned  with  a  total  fubverfion  from  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Pruflian  Majefties,  both  as  Kings  and 
Electors. 

The  King  of  England  was  confcious,  that  every 
kind  of  reafon  authorifed  his  Majefty  not  to  make 
the  chimerical  diftindtion,  he  was  for  eftablifhing 
betwixt  his  quality  of  King  and  that  ofEleftor; 
efpecially  when  one  raifes  a  war  and  pays  the  cods, 
and  the  other  takes  upon  him  the  execution  of  it. 

At  length  the  Hanoverians  having  provoked  his 
Majefty’s  troops  by  hofbilities  of  every  kind,  the 
moment  came  for  repelling  force  by  force,  and  to 
make  them  and  their  allies  repent  of  their  outrages  ; 
and  victory  feconded  the  juftice  of  the  King’s  arms, 
by  the  fucceffive  advantages  which  the  French 
troops  obtained  over  them. 

They  then  come  to  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven,  as  follows  : 

But  the  King’s  generous  fentiments  have  never 
fhone  with  greater  luftre  than  in  the  capitulation 
of  Clofter-Seven.  The  Hanoverian  army  being 
forced  to  fly  before  that  of  the  Marfnal  de  Riche¬ 
lieu,  had  been  obliged,  as  its  laft  fhift,  to  betake 
itfelf  to  Stade.  In  a  more  dangerous  condition 
it  could  not  be.  It  was  the  concern  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  General  of  the  Hanoverians,  be- 
fides  fearing  the  juft  diicontent  of  his  allies,  which 
was  near  breaking  out,  to  fave  his  troops  from  the 
total  deftrudlion,  with  which  they  were  threatned, 
to  fecure  the  treafure  of  the  King  his  father,  and 
to  hinder  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden  from 
becoming  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  to  exempt 
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all  the  King  of  England’s  dominions  in  Germany 
from  the  miferies  confecutive  to  a  general  defeat, 
and  which  by  a  concurrence  of  circumdances  would 
have  been  too  juftifiable. 

It  was  no  favourable  conjuncture  for  foftening 
the  viCtor.  The  King  of  England  was  fending 
away  a  very  drong  fquadron,  with  land  forces,  for 
a  defcent,  with  a  defign  of  making  themfelves 
matters  of  Rochefort,  or  at  lead  burn  the  docks, 
the  ftorehoufes ;  in  a  word,  to  commit  all  poflible 
hodilities  on  the  coad  of  France. 

Befides  many  fubjeCts  of  apprehenfions  for  the 
defeated  party,  there  was  one  of  greater  weight 
than  all  the  Others ;  pad  experience  feemed  to 
have  infpired  a  grounded  midrud  of  any  propofal 
from  the  King  of  England,  EleCtor  of  Hanover  5 
of  this  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  recent  proofs. 
After  he  had  been  obliged  to  retreat  into  the 
dutchy  of  Bremen,  he  had  propofed  a  neutrality, 
and  it  was  refuled  him  •,  he  had  acquainted  the 
French  minidry,  that  he  was  authorifed  by  full 
powers  from  the  King  his  father,  to  treat  of  a 
peace,  of  a  neutrality,  or  of  a  preliminary  ac¬ 
commodation  j  and  the  King,  faithful  to  his  allies, 
would  hearken  to  no  propofal  but  in  concert  with 
them. 

From  all  thefe  reafons,  the  Duke  of  Cumber^ 
land  did  not  believe  that  he  fhould  be  able,  by 
himielf,  to  obtain  the  capitulation,  which  alone 
could  fecure  him  from  all  the  feveral  dangers  he 
had  to  fear  j  but  being  informed  of  the  King’s 
great  regard  for  the  King  of  Denmark,  his  ally, 
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he  implored  the  afiiftance  of  that  Prince,  and  got  A-  D. 

■a  ceffation  of  arms  to  be  propofed  to  the  Marfhal  I/5°‘ 
de  Richelieu  by  the  negociation  of  the  Count  de 
Lynar,  the  King  of  Denmark’s  minifter,  and  un¬ 
der  his  Danifh  Majefty’s  guarantee. 

On  this  propofal  the  Marfhal  deliberated  which 
was  beft  for  the  Empire,  to  grant  or  refufe  the 
capitulation.  By  the  latter  he  anfwered  the  King’s 
juft  vengeance  •,  in  the  former  he  confidered  the 
advantages  of  keeping  the  Hanoverians  and  their 
allies  inadive  during  the  remainder  of  the  war, 
and  confequently  of  referving  his  troops  for 
marching  without  delay  to  Halberftadt,  and  by  the 
celerity  of  his  operations  to  haften  the  evacuation 
of  Saxony,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  peace  in  Ger¬ 
many.  As  the  King’s  fentiments  were  perfedly 
known  to  him,  he  immediately  preferred  that 
meafure,  which  he  judged  might  be  moft  beneficial 
to  the  Empire  and  the  allies  of  France,  and  he 
granted  the  capitulation  or  military  convention, 
which  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  offered  to  him 
through  the  Count  de  Lvnar. 

The  King,  fuch  was  his  zeal  for  his  allies  and 
for  the  Empire,  approved  of  the  Marfhal  de  Riche¬ 
lieu’s  condud,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  capitulation, 
propofed  the  adding  of  fome  explications,  which 
Ihould  fo  clearly  fix  its  meaning,  as  to  obviate 
any  mifinterpretations.  Thefe  explications  were 
of  the  following  tenor. 

1.  That  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities  fhould  laft 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  prefent  war. 
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A.  D.  2^  That  the  Hanoverian  troops,  which  were  to 
l758*  go  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe  into  the  dutchy 
of  Lawenburg,  fhould  not  come  out  of  it,  and, 
together  with  the  troops  remaining  on  this  fide, 
fhould  not  commit  any  boflility  neither  againfi  the 
King,  nor  againfi;  his  allies ;  and  that  the  French 
troops  likewife  fhould  not  commit  any  hoftilities 
againfi  them. 

3.  That  no  Englifh  troops  fhould  be  admitted 
v  into  the  dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden. 

4.  That  the  troops,  both  the  Hanoverians  and 
thofe  of  the  auxiliaries,  fhould  not  ferve  during 
the  prefent  war,  either  againfi  the  King,  or  againfi 
his  allies,  nor  join  thofe  of  the  King  of  England, 
nor  thofe  of  his  allies. 

Had  there  on  the  fide  of  the  court  of  Hanover 
been  the  fame  good  faith  as  on  the  King’s  fide, 
thefe  explications  would  have  met  with  no  diffi- 
,  culty. 

The  fenfe  they  offer  had  been  contained  in  the 
conventions  of  the  8th  and  10th  of  September, 
either  in  equivalent  terms,  or  by  a  natural  infer¬ 
ence  •,  and  fo  juft  were  they,  that  the  Count  de 
Lynar,  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  judged 
them  to  be  the  true  meaning,  in  which  the  con¬ 
vention  had  been  underflood  :  and  the  court  of 
Copenhagen  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

They  then  endeavoured  to  fhew,  that  thefe  ex¬ 
plications  were  virtually  contained  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  that  though  not  agreed  to,  the  convention 
remained  in  full  force,  and  that  the  Danifh  mini- 
fler  was  of  this  opinion.  After  this  they  go  into 
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a  long  and  tedious  account  of  the  behaviour  of  -A.  D. 
the  Hanoverians,  Heffians,  and  Wolfenbuttlers, 
and  the  methods  which  the  Hanoverian  generals 
took  to  deceive  the  French  general,  by  making 
him  believe,  that  they  were  refolved  to  obferve 
punctually  the  convention,  while  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  concerting  with  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
and  preparing  to  recommence  hoftilities,  as  foori 
as  they  fhould  find  a  favourable  opportunity,  by 
the  French  army’s  being  difperfed  into  winter 
quarters ;  and  this  fecond  part  'they  conclude  as 
follows. 

“  One  reflection  fhall  put  a  period  to  this  de¬ 
tail.  If  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  afked  to  capi¬ 
tulate,  it  was  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  in  a  criti¬ 
cal  pofition,  and  juflly  feared  that,  fhould  the 
Marlhal  de  Richelieu  attack  him,  he  would  ruin 
the  Hanoverian  army  irretrievably,  and  make 
himfelf  matter  of  the  town  of  Stade,  and  of  the 
depofitum  lodged  there.  Had  not  his  fituation 
been  fo  dangerous  in  every  refpeCt,  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a  Prince,  whofe  courage  all  Europe  has 
beheld,  would  have  afked  to  capitulate  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  near  40,000  men,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  towm,  and  in  a  poll  of  difficult 
accefs  and  well  intrenched  ?  But  this  Prince,  whofe 
capacity  gave  him  to  perceive,  that  no  retreat  re¬ 
mained  for  him  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  beaten,  pre¬ 
ferred  the  glory  of  faving  the  King  his  father’s 
troops,  and  thofe  of  his  allies,  to  the  vain  honour 
of  fighting  the  King’s  army,  without  any  grounded 
hope  of  fuccefs.  The  more  of  his  lelf-love  he 
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A.  D.  had  by  this  ftep  facrificed  to  the  good  of  manr 
17s8'  kind,  and  the  intereft  of  the  King  his  father,  the 
more  facred  and  inviolable  did  the  capitulation, 
which  he  had  afked  and  obtained,  become  to  him. 
It  is  unqueftionable  in  the  rules  of  honour  and 
war,  that  a  capitulation  is  never  to  be  afked  of  an 
enemy  till  at  an  extremity  •,  but  v/hen  reduced 
to  it,  it  is  not  lawful  to  employ  thofe  arms  againft 
him,  which  by  promife  were  to  be  laid  down. 
Honour  would  look  on  fuch  a  procedure  with  in¬ 
dignation  ;  and  if  private  perfons  deteft  a  treachery 
,  of  this  nature,  is  it  not  ftill  more  unworthy  of  fo- 
vereigns,  who  are  the  protestors  of  good  faith, 
and  who  are  more  concerned  than  private  perfons 
to  preferve  their  glory  and  reputation  ? 

Accordingly  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  by  laying 
down  his  military  employments,  was  for  faving 
himfelf  the  infamy  of  breaking  fuch  facred  en¬ 
gagements  •,  he  has  proved  by  that  ftep,  that  he 
is  incapable  of  being  fo  far  wanting  to  himfelf ; 
but  in  flieltering  his  own  honour,  why  has  he  not 
been  afraid  of  expofing  that  of  the  King  his  fa¬ 
ther  ? 

If  the  King  of  England,  Elector  of  HanoVer, 
on  his  receiving  advice  of  the  capitulation,  had  dif- 
owned  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  his  general  and 
fon,  ftill  would  the  King  have  had  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint,  military  conventions  not  requiring  a  rati¬ 
fication  ;  but,  at  leaft,  there  would  have  been  in 
this  proceeding  an  appearance  of  good  faith.  But 
to  temporize  during  near  three  months,  in  feeking 
occafion  for  breaking  the  capitulation  with  impu¬ 
nity, 


nity.  Jet  the  French  army  march  away  for  Hal- 
berftadt,  wait  till  it  was  feparated  in  the  bad  fea- 
fon,  lay  hold  of  the  circumftances  of  a  check  to 
come  out  of  the  prefcribed  limits,  under  pretence 
of  extending  quarters,  afterwards  taking  advan¬ 
tageous  pofts,  equally  contrary  to  the  convention  ; 
make  every  difpofition  for  the  fiege  of  Harbourg, 
without  any  previous  declaration  of  war  •,  and  when 
all  thefe  preparations  are  made,  and  the  enemy  is. 
thought  to  be  fufficiently  weakened  and  deceived, 
to  be  fought  with  advantage,  to  declare  to  him, 
that  hoftilities  are  to  be  renewed,  and  that  the  ca¬ 
pitulation  is  looked  on  as  broken,  at  the  very  fame 
moment  that  the  troops  are  marching  to  him,  and 
his  pofts  are  attacked  ;  to  engage  one  Prince,  by  fe- 
ducement,  to  violate  this  capitulation,  and  to  hin¬ 
der  another  by  open  force  from  executing  it  •,  to 
imprifon  the  general  of  the  latter,  and  detain  his 
troops,  and  take  away  his r  fon  from  him  ;  to  make 
him  ferve  as  an  inftrument  to  the  treachery ;  this 
is  trampling  on  the  law  of  nations,  on  the  laws  of 
juftice,  honour,  and  good  faith  •,  the  rights  of  the 
fovereignty  of  the  States  of  the  Empire;  the  ties 
of  nature  and  of  blood  ;  it  is  to  fear  neither  the 
judgment  of  cotemporaries,  or  of  pofterity  ;  it  is 
wilfully  branding  one’s  life  and  memory  with  an  in¬ 
delible  mark  of  infamy  ;  in  a  word,  it  is  daring  to 
fet  up  and  give  a  fanftion  to  the  pernicious  maxim. 
That  every  means  is  lawful  to  obtain  one’s  end.’* 
Principles  and  proceedures  fo  heinous  are  to.  be 
attributed  only  to  the  artifices  and  evil  councils  of 

'  This  alludes  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  Seep.  123.  vol.iii. 
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A.  D.  corrupt  minifters.  To  fufpe<5t  Princes  themfelves 
17581  of  fuch  principles,  would  be  wanting  to  the  re- 
fpe£l  due  to  them. 

After  the  preceding  faithful  rfcprefentation  of 
the  King’s  conduct,  and  that  of  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Elector  of  Hanover,  all  Europe,  and  efpe- 
cially  Germany,  may  eafily  judge  of  the  difference 
of  the  intentions  of  thefe  two  Princes,  and  it  is 
hoped,  that  they  will  impute  the  blame  of  the  con- 
l'equences  of  this  war  to  thofe  only,  who,  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  laws  and  all  rules,  have  again  taken 
up  arms  to  hinder  the  conclufion  of  it. 

This  is  the  caufe  of  all  fovereigns,  but  efpecially 
that  of  the  Empire  ;  it  being  the  bad  faith  of  the 
Hanoverians,  which  has  retarded  the  fuccefs  of  the 

1  •'  *  .it 

King’s  operations  for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and  their  unjufl  and  violent  proceedings, 
both  towards  the' King  and  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  are  a  frefh  breach  of  the  public  peace,  and 
of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia. 

The  King  will  omit  nothing  to  acquit  himfelf 
of  what  he  owes  to  his  dignity,  injured  by  the 
outrage  done  him  by  the  court  of  Hanover.  As 
to  the  Germannic  body,  his  Majefty  will  redouble 
his  efforts  for  preferving  it  from  the  new  dangers 
with  which  it  is  threatned  ;  and  fulfil  the  engage¬ 
ments  he  has  entered  into  both  with  his  allies  and 
the  Empire.  He  is  perfuaded  that  the  Electors, 
Princes,  and  States,,  will  do  juftice  to  the  up- 
rightnefs  and  generofity  of  his  fentiments  ;  and 
he  with  the  greater  confidence  hopes  they  will 
fecond  his  meafures  and  operations,  as  agreeably 

to 
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to  the  wifh  and  refolution  of  the  diet,  they  tend  A.  D. 
only  to  fuccour  the  allies  of  France,  to  maintain  ° 
the  Germannic  fyftem,  and  to  reftore  order  and 
peace  in  Germany.” 

This  manifefto,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  Its  mo- 
neutral  potentates,  and  to  put  the  belt  glofs  upon 
their  caufe,  by  a  new  commifforial  decree  to  the 
dyet  of  the  Empire,  for  affiftance  againft  the  King 
of  PrulTia  %  was  foon  followed  by  a  refolution 

in 

S  His  Imperial  Majefty,  after  having  capitulated  therein 
the  efforts  he  has  jointly  made  with  France,  to  defend  the 
liberty  of  the  Empire,  to  deliver  the  Saxon  territories  from  the 
yoke  they  groan  under,  and  reitore  tranquillity  to  Germany, 
takes  notice  of  the  conftant  oppofition  hisPruflian  Majefly  has 
perfifled  in,  by  paying  as  little  refpeft  to  the  citation  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  anfvvex  to  the  ban  of  the  Empire  iffued  againft  him, 
as  Eleftor  of  Brandenburgh,  as  to  the  refolutions,  which  his 
Imperial  Majefty  and  the  Empire  took,  in  confequence  of  the 
meaiures  he  purfued,  till  the  battle  of  the  5th  of  November, 
near  Rctlbach  :  upon  which  the  Emperor  oblerves,  that  though 
the  attempt  made  on  that  occafion  did  not  anfwer  the  end,  for 
which  the  army  of  the  Empire,  and  that  of  France,  marched 
towards  Saxony ;  yet  the  lofs  they  fuftained  did  not  hinder 
them  from  keeping  at  hand  to  proteft  the  ftates  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  that  might  have  been  expofed  to  new  vexations.  The 
decree  concludes  with  thefe  terms : 

“  We  perceive  but  too  plainly  the  defign  formed  by  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  to  carry  his  rebel¬ 
lion  to  the  highelt  pitch.  Confequently,  it  is  neceffary  to 
oppofe  him  by  all  poffible  means,  and  for  this  purpofe  to 
make  ufe  of  all  the  forces  that  can  be  employed  therein. 

His  Imperial  Majefty,  by  his  refeript  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft, 
has  already  apprized  the  circles  of  the  Upper  Rhine  and  Swa¬ 
bia,  of  the  projeft,  which  the  King  of  Pruffia,  Eleftor  of  Bran¬ 
denburg,  feemed  to  have  formed  for  making  irruptions  into  all 
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A-  D.  in  the  French  council  to  recal  the  Duke  of  Riche- 
75  '  lieu.  He  was  fuperfeded  by  the  Count  de  Cler- 
ciermont  mont,  occafioned  by  the  difguft  of  the  whole  army 
theeMdeS  *n  Lower  Saxony,  with  their  marfhal  and  com- 
Duke  de  mander  in  chief,  for  his  milbehaviour  towards  his 

Richelieu.  - 

officers,  and  neglect  of  the  ioldiers ;  who  were  re¬ 
duced  to  a  moft  defpicable  condition,  for  want  of 
necefiaries,  by  his  rapacioufnefs. 

Landgrave  During  the  winter  ceflation  of  arms  we  met 
£*?  with  a  moft  forbidding  inftance  of  truft  to  the 
treaty  with  fidelity  and  firmnefs  of  a  German  ally,  in  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefie  Caflel.  A  fubfidiary  ally,  re¬ 
tained  by  a  large  penfion  in  time  of  peace,  when 
his  friendfhip  could  not  avail  ;  and  whofe  enmity 
can  never  hurt  Great  Britain,  but  in  fuch  con¬ 
junctures,  when  foreign  and  domeftic  quarrels 
or  commotions  fhall  require  an  auxiliary  aid  : 
But  expecting,  from  appearances,  that  the  caufe 
of  Hanover  was  in  a  lofing  condition,  this  merce¬ 
nary  ally,  though  a  principal  in  the  difpute,  and 
connected  with  Great  Britain  by  the  ties  of  lolemn 

♦ 

the  flates  of  the  Empire,  one  after  another,  in  order  to  draw 
from  them,  by  oppreffive  methods,  new  fupplies;  to  conftrain 
the  ruined  fubjedts  thereof  to  enlift  in  his  troops,  and  by  this 
means  to  effedt  the  total  deftrudlion  of  the  Empire.  His  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  therefore  experts,  that  the  Eledlors,  Princes 
and  States  of  the  Empire  in  general,  and  every  one  of  them 
in  particular,  will  perfift  in  the  zeal  they  have  hitherto  {hewn, 
and  redouble  their  efforts  to  give  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Hild- 
bourghaufen  then  eceffary  fupplies  for  maintaining  the  troops, 
and  every  thing  requifite.in  order  to  oppofein  the  moft  vigorous 
manner  an  Eledlor  who  menaces  the  whole  Empire,  and  pre-  ’ 
vent  his  penetrating  into  the  moft  diftant  circles,  &c.” 

treaties. 


treaties,  and  of  gratitude  and  honour,  fued  to  be  A.  D. 
inlifted  into  the  fervice  of  our  common  enemy.  I?58’ 
He  commifiioned  the  minifter  of  the  Duke  de 
Deuxponts,  to  prefent  and  negociate  a  plan  at 
Verfailles  in  his  name,  by  which  the  Landgrave 
of  Heffe  Caffel  propofed  to  enter  into  no  engage¬ 
ment  againft  the  King  of  France  and  his  allies: 
to  give  no  aftiftance  dire&ly  or  indire£tly  to  the 
enemies  of  his  Majefty  and  his  allies :  never  to 
give  his  vote  in  the  general  or  particular  affemblies 
of  the  Empire,  againft  his  Majefty’s  intereft ;  but 
to  employ  his  intereft,  jointly  with  France,  to 
quiet  the  troubles  of  the  Empire  ;  and  to  engage 
his  troops,  then  in  the  Hanoverian  army,  to  ferve 
France :  on  condition  that  they  fhould  not  a<5t  in 
the  prefent  war  againft  his  Britannic  Majefty  : 
that  his  dominions  fhould  be  immediately  re- 
ftored  in  the  condition  they  were  in,  when  fub- 
dued  by  the  French  forces  ;  exempt  from  all  fu¬ 
ture  contributions  of  all  kinds  guaranteed,  and 
effeflually  defended  againft  any  attack  made  upon 
them  in  refentment  of  this  convention ;  and  ex- 
cufing  from  furnifhing  his  contingent  in  the  army 
of  the  Empire,  and  from  paying  the  R.oman 
months. 

The  fame  ftate-trick  was  played  by  the  Duke  of  Treaty  of 
Brunfwick,  whofe  confanguinity  with  his  Britannic 
Majefty  might  have  poffefled  him  with  better  fenti-  ™ick  with 
ments.  The  Duke  fubmitted  to  the  following 
terms  of  neutrality.  That  the  cities  of  Brunfwick 
and  Wolfenbuttle  fhould  receive  a  French  garri- 
fon,  during  the  war,  which  might  ufe  at  their  plea- 

fure 


122 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A.  D.  fure  the  artillery,  arms  and  military  {lores  found 
in  them:  That  the  Duke’s  forces  fhould  be  re¬ 
called  from  the  Hanoverian  army,  difbanded,  dis¬ 
armed,  and  {"worn  not  to  ferve  againft  the  King  or 
his  allies  during  the  war.  That  he  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  a  body-guard  of  one  battalion  of  foot,  and 
two  fquadrons  of  horfe  *,  fubjedt  to  the  regulations 
made  by  the  M.  Duke  de  Richelieu  and  the  in- 
tendant  of  his  army :  that  the  Duke  fhould  pay 
the  Roman  months,  and  fupply  his  contingent  to 
the  Imperial  army  :  and  that  he  fhould  vote  in 
the  dyet  at  Ratifbon,  conformable  to  the  refolu- 
tions  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Emperor : 
On  condition  of  his  being  reftored  to  the  favour  of 
the  French  King,  that  neither  his  revenues  nor 
treafure  fhould  be  touched,  nor  his  adminiflration 
ofjuflice  invaded,  and  that  nothing  further  fhould 
be  demanded  of  him,  but  winter-quarters  for  the 
corps  deftined  to  pafs  the  winter  in  the  dukedom 
of  Brunfwick. 

This  convention  with  France  and  Auflria  was 
figned  at  Vienna,  by  his  minifter,  fo  early  as  on 
the  20th  day  of  September  1757,  but  neither  the 
Landgrave,  nor  this  Duke  had  it  in  their  power  to 
perform  their  parts  of  thofe  covenants.  The  djf- 
patch,  with  which  the  Brunfwick  treaty  was  nego- 
ciated  at  Vienna,  hurried  its  ratification.  But 
the  delay  which  the  Heffian  treaty  met  with,  in 
the  confufed  court  of  Verlailles,  protracted  the 
fjgfting  thereof  till  a  reverfe  of  their  fortune  in- 
fpired  the  Landgrave  with  fentiments  more  to  his 
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been  his  ruling*maxim. 

As  for  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  it  appears,  from  His  com- 


his  expoflulatory  letter  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  his 


L  v  agaum 

brother,  invefted  with  the  command  of  the  Hano-  Prince  Fer¬ 


dinand. 


dinand. 


verian  army,  and  refuming  the  operations  of  war. 


after  the  convention  of  Clofter-Seven,  againfl: 
the  French  ;  that  he  was  refolved  to  avail  himfelf 
of  a  neutrality,  on  the  conditions  above-recited. 

In  which  the  Duke  complained  that  the  Prince 
had  feduced  his  troops,  decoyed  his  fon  and  dis¬ 
graced  his  family  •,  threatening  to  ufe  force  for  en¬ 
forcing  a  compliance  to  his  commands,  if  his  fon 
did  not,  according  to  his  command,  quit  the  army 
and  make  the  tour  of  Holland  •,  and  if  his  troops 
were  not  fent  home  to  be  difarmed  and  difbanded. 
However,  Prince  Ferdinand  remained  firm  in  his 
refolution.  He  kept  both  the  troops  and  the 
Duke’s  fon,  with  their  own  confent  •,  and  their  bra¬ 
very  and  fuccefs,  in  a  little  time,  infpired  the  fa¬ 
ther  with  better  fentiments,  in  regard  to  his  con¬ 
nections  with  his  new  allies ;  reconciled  him  to 
his  fon,  and  made  him  to  approve  of  meafures 
.quite  contrary  to  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  the 
enemies  ot  his  Britannic  Majefty,  Elector  of  Han¬ 
over. 

Neverthelefs,  by  this  defection  of  the  Hefiians  Remarks 
and  Brunfwickers,  the  French  gained  fome  con- thereon*’ 
fiderable  advantages.  It  accounts  for  the  civi¬ 
lities  and  progrefs  their  arms  met  with  in  the 
Landgravate  of  Heffe  ;  which  country,  had  it  been 
under  the  dominion  of  a  fait,  uncarrupt,  fteady 
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friend  to  England,  might  have  given  the  French 
fuch  a  check,  as  to  have  prevented  many  difafters 
both  to  that  Landgravate  and  to  their  neighbour¬ 
ing  ftates.  And  it  put  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  in 
quiet  poffeffion  of  Brunfwick  without  a  ftroke,  or 
lofs  of  time. 

Under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  Prince  Ferdinand, 
by  detached  parties,  kept  the  French  army,  even 
to  the  gates  of  Brunlwick,  in  continual  alarm, 
and  cleared  the  whole  territory  of  Bremen.  This 
progrefs  of  the  Hanoverian  army  threatning  an 
entire  repul fe  of  the  parties  polled  by  the  French 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  Duke  de  Broglio 
was  detached  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops, 
drawn  out  of  Otterfbourg,  Rothenburg,  &c.  and 
advanced  toward  Bremen.  He  threatned  the  in¬ 
habitants  with  the  utmofb  rigour  of  military  exe¬ 
cution,  in  cafe  they  dared  to  make  any  oppofition. 
The  deputies  fent  by  the  magiftrates  to  know  his 
will,  and  defiring  time  to  deliberate,  could  ob¬ 
tain  no  other  anfwer,  than  “  not  a  moment  can 
“  be  allowed, — the  Duke  de  Richelieu’s  orders 
“  are  peremptory,  and  admit  of  no  delay.”  How¬ 
ever  the  magiftrates  were  not  intimidated.  But 
when  the  inhabitants  faw  the  heavy  cannon  brought 
up  within  mufket-fhot  of  their  city,  fcaling-lad- 
ders  fixed  to  their  walls,  and  the  gates  ready  to  be 
forced  open,  they,  by  earneft  importunity,  pre¬ 
vailed  with  them  to  comply  with  the  demand  of 
the  French  general.  But  not  till  he  had  promifed, 
upon  his  honour,  that  no  violence  fhould  be  of¬ 
fered,  nor  alteration  fhould  be  made  to  the  preju- 
3  dice 
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dice  of  their  rights*  privileges  and  government,  A.  D. 
nor  to  the  liberty,  religion  and  commerce  of  the 
inhabitants.  How  honourably  Broglio  would  have 
kept  his  word  is  uncertain.  For,  on  the  21ft  of  The 
February,  Prince  Ferdinand  being  joined  by  a  before 
body  of  Pruffian  horfe,  under  the  command  of  P^Fer* 
Prince  George  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  marched  with  army, 
the  main  body  of  his  army,  to  drive  the  French 
from  thence.  In  his  way  he  diflodged  them  from 
Rattenburg,  garrifoned  by  150  men,  who  were 
made  prifoners  of  war,  after  fix  hours  refiftance : 
and  from  Otterfberg,  which  the  Prince  found  de- 
ferted  i  but  they  had  left  all  their  artillery  and 
ammunition.  Verden  was  alfo  evacuated  on  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  approach.  His  Highnefs  then  di¬ 
rected  his  march  to  Bremen,  of  which  he  took 
quiet  poffeffion,  the  French  having  quitted  that 
city  on  the  24th  of  February. 

Here  Prince  Ferdinand  received  advice  that  the  Their  mi. 
Marlhal  Duke  de  Richelieu  was  fuperfeded  in  his 
command  by  the  Count  de  Clermont,  and  that 
the  new  commander  only  waited  the  return  of  a 
courier  to  determine  the  ulterior  operations  of  the 
French  army  in  Lower  Saxony,  which  was  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  a  weak  ftate  by  the  accidents  of 
war,  the  want  of  necefiaries,  the  fe  verity  of  the 
feafon,  and  by  ficknefs,  that  it  was  not  in  a  con¬ 
dition  either  to  take  the  field,  or  to  maintain  their 
conquefts.  Count  de  Clermont  found  his  coun¬ 
trymen  in  fuch  a  deplorable  condition,  that  he 
wrote  to  his  fovereign,  “  He  found  his  Majefty’s 
“  army  divided  into  three  bodies,  one  above 

“  ground, 
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A.  D.  “  ground,  who  were  become  a  parcel  of  thieves 
1/S8‘  “  and  vagabonds,  and  all  in  rags;  another  un- 

“  der  ground ;  and  the  third  in  the  hofpitals.” 
Therefore  he  defired  his  Majefty’s  inftruftions, 
whether  he  Ihould  endeavour  to  bring  the  firft 
away,  or  whether  he  fhould  flay  till  it  had  joined 
the  other  two. 

Difficulties  Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  apparent  that  Clermont 
mounted "  had  been  hurried  away  to  the  army  with  fuch 
by  Count  hafte,  for  fear  of  a  general  mutiny,  that  he  neither 
mont.  carried  difcretionary  orders  along  with  him,  nor 
proper  inftru&ions  for  withdrawing  his  army  from 
that  country.  And  his  bad  circumltances  were  fo 
perfedly  known  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  that  this 
.  vigilant  and  wife  general  refolved  to  give  him  no 
time  to  mend  his  condition,  or  to  recruit  his  de¬ 
plorable  remnant. 

Refolves  From  Bremen  his  Serene  Highnefs  refolved  to 
to  retire.  direft  his  rout  by  J-Joya,  t0  Hanover  and  Brunf- 

wick;  and  to  drive  the  enemy  before  him  out  of 

Evacuates  his  Majefly’s  electoral  dominions.  And  where- 
Hanover.  i  •  j  , 

ever  his  advanced  parties  appeared  the  enemy  re¬ 
tired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  all 
their  fick,  great  part  of  their  artillery,  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  baggage :  and  many  of  thole,  that  fled, 
were  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners. 

Hoya  fur-  The  only  Hand,  this  once  formidable  army 
feemed  to  make  againfl:  the  Hanoverians,  was  at 
Hoya,  a  ftrong  fort  upon  the  Wefer.  Here  the 
Count  de  Chabot  was  polled  with  a  conflderable 
detachment  to  difpute  the  pafiage  of  that  river. 
Prince  Ferdinand  being  informed  of  this  refolu- 
‘  '  tion. 
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tion,  in  his  way  to  Bremen,  gave  orders,  on  the 
23d  of  February,  to  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Brunfwick,  to  repair  thither  with  two  battalions 
of  Hanoverians,  two  of  the  Brunfwick  troops, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  light  troops,  chaf- 
feurs  and  huffars,  and  diflodge  the  enemy  from 
that  poll. — The  hereditary  Prince  marched  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  after  a  vigorous  defence,  and  the 
lofs  of  many  men  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  he 
forced  them,  with  bayonets  fixed,  to  furrender ; 
and  made  between  14  and  1500  men  prifoners  of 
war.  But  Count  de  Chabot  threw  himfelf,  with 
two  battalions,  into  the  caftle;  by  which  means 
he  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation,  on  the 
23d  in  the  evening,  to  retire  with  his  two  batta¬ 
lions,  leaving  behind  them  their  baggage  and  ma¬ 
gazines.  The  whole  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded 
did  not  amount  to  100  on  the  part  of  the  heredi¬ 
tary  Prince *. 

The 

1  Extrail  of  a  report  from  an  Hanoverian  officer  to  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunjvjick. 

Hoya,  Feb.  24. 

In  purfuance  of  your  orders,  the  Prince  hereditary  of  Brunf¬ 
wick  began  to  march  to  Doevern,  yeflerday  the  23d,  at  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  :  It  was  eleven  when  we  arrived  there, 
being  obliged  to  wait  for  the  hullars  and  dragoons.  From 
thence  we  marched  towards  Bremen,  where,  as  we  were  in¬ 
formed,  there  were  fome  floats  of  timber:  We  found  but  one, 
and  two  or  three  fmall  boats,  which  might  ferve  to  carry 
about  eight  men  each.  We  were  too  far  advanced  to  think 
of  retiring  ;  and  befides,  the  intelligence  we  had  endeavoured 
to  procure  about  the  place,  and  the  difpofitions  made  by  the 
enemy  for  its  fecurity,  gave  us  fome  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  We 

then 
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The  redu&ion  of  Hoya  cleared  the  way  to  Zell, 
Hanover  and  Brunfwick,  on  the  north  fide  of 

the 

then  detached  30  hufiars  upon  our  left  to  Haffel,  and  Lieute¬ 
nant  Engel,  with  ten  men  for  the  van.  Lieutenant  Luckner 
pafled  the  Wefer  with  30  more,  in  order  to  cover  our  right. 
The  battalion  of  Oberg,  and  the  fquadron  of  dragoons,  were 
deftined  to  make  a  feint  attack  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Wefer. 
The  three,  other  battalions  were  to  pafs  the  river,  and  enter 
the  back  part  of  the  town.  As  we  had  but  one  float,  the 
paflage  of  the  troops  over  the  river  took  up  much  time  ;  and 
the  wind  rofe  fo  high,  that  after  one  half  of  the  firft  battalion 
of  Brunfwick  guards  had  pafled,  the  other  half  was  feparated 
by  it.  Upon  this,  it  was  refolved  to  leave  the  reft  on  the 
other  fide,  viz.  one  battalion  of  Oberg’s,  the  fecond  batta¬ 
lion  of  the  Brunfwick  guards,  the  remainder  of  the  firft  bat¬ 
talion  of  that  regiment,  and  the  Heflian  fquadron  Between 
four  and  five  o’clock  we  marched  with  the  regiment  of  Haufs, 
a  part  of  the  firft  battalion,  and  a  haubitzer.  When  we 
were  got  upon  the  caufeway,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  town,  through  fome  miftake,  which  might  have  coft  us 
very  dear,  our  detachment  fired  upon  four  of  the  enemy’s 
dragoons  that  were  patrolling.  This  firing  was  caught  from 
one  to  another,  and  at  laft  became  general.  This  unlucky 
accident  was  more  than  fufficient  to  difcover  us,  and  bring  us 
into  the  greateft  diftrefs.  However,  a  bold  countenance  upon 
the  occafion  became  necefiary ;  and  we  marched  on,  with  the 
iitmoft  diligence,  to  the  town.  We  met,  at  firft,  with  no  op- 
pofition,  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge;  there  the  fire 
grew  exceeding  fmart,  yet  we  never  gave  ground,  though  we 
were  fo  hard  pufhed.  But,  as  the  whole  detachment  could 
not  equally  be  brought  up,  the  Prince  hereditary  formed  the 
defign  of  turning  the  enemy,  and  accordingly  marched  with  that 
part  of  his  firft  battalion  that  crofted  the  river  with  him.  It 
was  necefiary,  for  that  purpofe,  to  go  round  the  town,  and 
to  pafs  through  a  garden  and  a  houfe,  and  fo  attack  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  rear.  This  fucceeded  ;  and  the  bayonet  fixed  was 
chiefly  ufed  on  this  occafion  ;  fo  that  it  jnay  be  faid,  huma- 
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£he  Wefer,  and  commanded  the  country,  as  far  as  A.  D. 
Minden  on  the  fouth  fide  of  that  river.  A  great  1 

number 


nity  fuffered  for  the  daughter  that  then  happened.  The  ene¬ 
my  abandoned  the  bridge,  and  the  Prince  joined  the  Hanove¬ 
rians  again.  The  regiment  of  Britanny,  and  fome  parties  of 
dragoons,  were  upon  their  inarch ;  and  as  we  did  not  find 
ourfelves  abfolutely  fure  of  keeping  this  port,  the  capitulation 
hereafter-mentioned  was  granted.  The  Lorraine  guards  are 
demolifhed.  I  cannot  yet  exadtly  tell  their  lofs,  but  it  is  very 
great.  On  our  fide  Major  Kropf  is  mortally  wounded.  Cap¬ 
tain  Koppelow  has  a  flight  wound  in  his  thigh.  There  are 
two  men  killed,  and  ten  wounded,  among  the  fubalterns  and 
private  men.  The  regiment  of  Haufs  had  twelve  men  killed, 
and  fixty  wounded.  The  officers,  who  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves,  were  M.  de  la  Motte,  who  has  adled  with 
great  prudence  and  courage.  Lieutenant  Engel  commanded 
the  attack  on  the  left  fide  of  the  river,  and  did  alone,  by  his 
well-judged  conduct,  fix  the  enemy’s  whole  attention,  which 
cannot  be  fufficiently  commended.  Captain  Bourbon,  of  , 
Haufs’s,  behaved  extremely  well.  MefT.  Richler,  Koppelow 
the  captain,  and  his  brother  the  lieutenant,  as  well  as  enfign 
Vitzhum,  have  all  behaved  as  men  of  courage  and  honour 
ought  to  do. 

By  the  capitulation  of  Hoya,  the  garrifon  went  out  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  and  the  officers  with  their  baggage.  The 
Count  de  Chabot  gave  his  parole  of  honour,  to  deliver  up  all 
the  cannon,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  belonging  to  the 
French  king.  All  the  prifoners  taken  during  the  aftion,  as 
well  officers  as  private  men,  to  be  treated  as  fuch ;  but  the 
chaplains,  furgeons,  and  officers  fervants,  to  be  relcafed. 

Lift  of  the  French  prifoners  of  <war,  taken  at  the  attack  of 
Hoya,  Feb.  23. 

Of  the  regiment  of  Eritanny,  two  captains,  three  lieutenants, 
three  of  them  wounded ;  56  private,  1 5  of  whom  wound¬ 
ed— -Of  Gardes  Lorraines,  five  captains,  fix  lieutenants,  four 
*VoL.  Ill*  I  *  of 
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A.  D.  number  of  French  huffars  of  Poleretfky’s  regiment 
had  taken  poft  at  Nord  Drebber.  Againft  whom 

the 

of  them  wounded;  305  private,  27  of  whom  wounded.— Of 
the  royal  voluntiers,  one  lieutenant,  one  private.  Of  gens 
d’armes,  one  captain.— Of  the  meftre  de  camp  general  one 
aid  major,  and  28  private.—  Harcourt's  dragoons,  two  pri¬ 
vate.— Dampier’s  horfe,  one  ditto,  19  officers,  and  eight  com- 
miflaries.— Sick  made  prifoners  in  the  hofpital  at  Memfen 
250. — In  all  670. 

An  abfrafi  of  a  letter  from  a  French  officer  at  Bremen. 

“  I  was  going  to  write  to  you  from  Bremen,  when,  on  the 
24th  pad  in  the  morning,  we  were  informed  thac  the  heredi¬ 
tary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  had  flormed  and  taken  Hoya,  which 
was  bravely  defended  by  M.  de  Chabot,  with  the  regiment  of 
Gardes  Lorraines,  two  companies  of  grenadiers,  fome  piquets 
of  the  regiment  of  Bret3gne,  and  a  detachment  of  ivleftre  de 
Camp  dragoons.  Finding  himfelf  furrounded  on  all  fides, 
and  upon  the  point  of  being 'forced,  after  a  confiderable  lofs 
of  men,  he  retired  into  the  old  caftle,  where  he  capitulated* 
and  obtained  the  liberty  to  withdraw  to  the  next  French  poll* 
with  all  the  troops  he  had  with  him,  except  fuch  as  were  in¬ 
tercepted,  and  which  have  been  made  prifoners  of  war. 
This  happened  on  the  23d  in  the  evening,  and  followed  the 
taking  of  Verden,  which  M.  de  St.  Chamans  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  abandon  on  the  20th,  and  to  retire  towards  Bremen, 
on  account  of  the  great  floods.  It  was  then,  on  the  24th  in 
the  morning,  that  we  heard  at  Bremen  of  the  fate  of  Hoya  ; 
and  M.  de  St.  Germain,  judging  that  he  could  not  be  of  any 
ufe  in  this  poft  to  Count  Clermont,  immediately  refolved  to 
abandon  it,  after  he  had  fent  orders  to  all  the  regiments,  as 
well  foot  as  horfe  and  dragoons,  to  repair,  that  fame  evening, 
to  Bailiim.  He  left  Bremen,  and  charged  me  with  the  care  of 
evacuating  it,  as  foon  as  the  artillery  and  the  baggage  of  the 
garrifon  fliould  have  been  fent  away  ;  which  I  executed  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  hofpital  and  magazines 

were 
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the  Pruflian  huffars  of  the  advanced  guard  were  A. 
detached  ;  and  they  executed  their  inftru&ions  fo  / 

effe&u- 

f 

,  i 

were  left  at  Bremen  for  want  Of  carriages  and  time,  having 
no  particular  charge  of  them.  I  happily  rejoined  M.  de  St- 
Germain  in  the  night  at  Baffum.  We  paffed  the  night  under 
arms,  becaufe  we  were  not  far  from  Hoya,  and  uninformed 
of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy.  On  the  25th  we  palfea  the 
Hunte,  and  quartered  at  Wildhufen,  which  place  we  quitted 
on  the  26th  at  ten  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
Vecht,  and,  upon  intelligence  that  a  colonel  of  foot,  whofe 
force  we  were  ignorant  of,  had  crolfed  the  Hunte,  we  came 
and  paffed  the  night  of  the  28th  at  Forde,  and  arrived  the 
day  before  yefterday  at  this  place,  where  we  found  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Champagne,  the  regiment  of  colonel  general  dra¬ 
goons,  and  two  regiments  of  horfe.  The  remains  or  the  Gardes 
Lorraines,  who  are  about  zoo  men  (for  the  broken  com¬ 
panies,  which  capitulated  with  M.  de  Chabot  at  Hoya,  were 
gone  with  a  like  number  at  Nienburg)  joined  us  two  days  ago 
by  the  route  by  Quakenbrugge,  and  were  fent  yefterday  to 
efcorte  our  heavy  baggage  to  Munfter,  becaufe  there  was  not 
Sufficient  forage  here  for  their  fubfiftence. 

As  there  is  a  great  want  of  difcipline,  and  the  fpirit  of  ma¬ 
rauding  is  not  eafily  rooted  out,  we  have  many  liragglers  in 
our  march,  that  either  are  already,  or  will  be,  made  prifoners. 

At  Hoya  were  taken  the  baggage  of  the  Prince  de  Beauveau* 
Comte  de  Laval,  and  Due  de  Coigny,  and  likewife  thofe  of 
M.  de  Lille- Boune,  and  of  the  regiment  of  Harcourt.  M. 
de  Lavalette  has  alfo  loft  fome  things ;  and  fome  peafant-wag- 
gons,  laden  with  the  effefts  of  M.  de  St.  Germain,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Hanoverians  at  Wildhufen.  We  have  no 
diredt  news  of  the  Comte  de  Clermont;  we  have  only  juft 
learnt,  by  an  officer,  who  quitted  Hanover  on  the  26th,  that 
the  general  was  acquainted  with  the  abandoning  of  Bremen, 
which  he  had  much  approved  of.  Our  corps  here  [at  Ofna- 
burg]  actually  confifts  of  ig  battalions,  12  fquadrons  of  dra¬ 
goons,  and  as  many  horfe,  without  including  the  corp^  under 
0  '  ,  ,  M,  de 


A.  D.  effectually,  that  after  a  great  {laughter,  they 
1  5i'  brought  off  300  horfes,'  a  pair  of  kettle-drums, 

ten  ftandards,  130  huffars,  two  lieutenants,  two 
captains,  and  their  Colonel  Poleretfky  dangeroully 
wounded. 

French  While  thefe  detachments  carried  all  before 

Hanover,  them,  the  terror  and  panic  of  the  enemy  in- 
creafed  at  the  motion  of  the  main  army,  which 
Prince  Ferdinand  marched  in  two  divifions,  one 
on  the  right  and  the  other  on  the  left  of  the  We- 
fer.  So  that  nothing  was  thought  of  at  Zell, 
Hanover  and  Brunfwick,  but  how  to  retreat  with 
the  greateft  fafety,  not  only  from  the  victorious 
troops  advancing  apace  to  drive  them  out,  but 
from  the  enraged  peafants  and  inhabitants,  whom 
they  had  robbed  and  ruined,  with  the  moll  in¬ 
human  ads  of  rapine  and  oppreffion.  Indeed,  there 
was  no  alternative.  They  could  not  truft  to  their 
own  ftrength  for  defence.  They  muff  retire  in  the 
beft  manner  they  could  and  quickly.  The  ftrength 
of  the  ELedorate  was  at  their  gates.  Accordingly 
Zell  was  evacuated,  on  the  26th  of  February,  by 
the  two  generals  the  Marquis  Armentieres  and 
the  Marquis  de  Rochepine,  and  the  garrifon  un¬ 
der  their  command.  Hanover  city,  on  the  28th 
of  the  fame  month,  by  the  Prince  de  Clermont 
and  the  Duke  de  Randan  ;  in  whofe  commenda¬ 
tion,  for  the  fingle  and  only  ad  of  humanity  done 
by  his  countrymen  in  the  progrefs  of  their  arms 

M.deChabot.  Yefterday  we  fixed  upon  a  pofition  here,  to 
wait  for  and  fight  the  enemy,  if  they  arrive,  unlefs  we  receive 
orders  to  the  contrary.” 


hitherto 
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hitherto,  we  read  a  mod  fevere  refledlion  upon  the 
conduit  of  the  French  nation,  That  they  are,  by 
far,  the  mod  unpolite  and  cruel  of  all  chriftian 
nations.  This  governor  of  Hanover  city  did  no 
more  u  than  prevent  the  foldiers  plundering  the 

poor 

•  u  They  referred  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  heavy 
contributions,  and  carried  off  Baron  Munchaufen,  counfellor 
of  the  regency,  and  Monf.  d’Kardenburg,  a  privy- counfellor, 
as  hoftages  for  the  fame. 


A 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Zell  to  his  friend  at 
London ,  dated  March  g. 

Since  the  14th  of  Auguft  we  have  been  plagued  with  the 
French  ;  from  that  time  we  have  had  forty  troopers  quartered 
in  our  houfe,  whom  we  have  been  obliged  to  furnifh  with, 
beds,  fire,  candles  and  greens.  They  have  ruinedT'ottf-houfe, 
furniture,  gardens,  pales,  &c.  They  have  taken  by  force 
our  hay,  corn,  &c.  and  left  us  nothing,  fo  that  we  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  fell  and  kill  our  cows,  and  fometimes  we  have  been 
three  days  together  without  bread.  This  misfortune  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  every  body.  We  have  been  robbed  befides  of  our 
pewter,  copper,  and  many  other  things  of  value.  WTe  are  a 
ruined  people  in  this  country,  and  God  knows  how  we  (hall 
or  can  maintain  ourfelves  and  get  bread  for  our  families. 
What  we  have  loft  amounts  to  many  thoufand  crowns ;  nay, 
we  cannot  yet  juftly  tell  what  our  loftes  are.  The  hofpital  of 
St.  Ann's,  the  orphan-houfe,  with  the  children  in  it,  and  the 
whole  Friken  Wiefe  is  burnt  by  the  French. 

On  the  14th  of  December  the  French  burnt,  juft  behind  our 
houfe,  fourteen  veffels  from  Bremen,  laden  with  vi&uals,  fo 
that  we  expedled  eve-ry  moment  to  fee  our  houfes  on  fire. 
The  lofs  of  thofe  veffels  amounted  to  more  than  550,000 
crowns,  and  nothing  was  faved  out  of  them  ;  fo  that  the  mer¬ 
chants  at  Bremen  have  been  great  fufferers  thereby.  I  am  not 
able  to  give  you  a  true  defeription  of  our  circumftances  :  it 
would  melt  the  heart  of  a  barbarian  to  behokTour  condition  ; 

J  3  for 
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A.  D.  poor  citizens,  before  they  themfelves  ran  away  •,  and 
I758‘  ordered  the  magazines  of  provifions,  which  they 
could  not  remove,  nor  fell  at  a  low  price,  to  be 
diftributed  to  the  neceilitous  poor  inhabitants ; 
on  whom  they  had  lived  feveral  months,  at  free 
ft'zdj0111*  quarters*  Which  implies,  That  the  French  fhewed 
H  ano  v4r  no  bowels  of  companion  towards  the  inhabitants 
of  other  places  in  their  power  ;  but  plundered, 
burnt  and  diftreffed  them  to  the  laft  extremity.  Of 
which  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Zell  and  Bremen 
furnifh  rigid  examples. 

The  forces,  which  evacuated  thofe  cities  in  Ha¬ 
nover,  palLed  the  Wefer,  and  retired  in  pretty 
good  order  to  Hamelen,  where  the  Prince  of  Cler¬ 
mont  affembled  all  the  troops  he  could  poffibly 
col  left,  having  thrown  between  3  and  4000  men 
into  Minden,  not  with  any  hopes  of  prelerving 
that  fortrefs  •,  but  only  by  way  of  expedient,  to 

for  nothing  is  left  us  but  life,  and  what  is  life  without  fub- 
fiftance  ?  though  I  hope  God  will  be  our  bell  help;  he 
knows  how  to  find  ways  and  means  to  fupport  us. 

I  have  been  this  week  in  the  country,  and  have  found  moft 
people  there,  as  I  may  fay,  naked  :  they  creep  together  like 
fheep,  to  keep  one  another  warm,  and  they  have  nothing  left 
to  live  upon.  Mod  of  them  have  loft  their  cattle,  horfes, 
waggons,  &c.  Cocks  and  hens  are  a  great  rarity. 

To  dwell  a  little  longer  on  our  prefent  luuation  ;  I  mufl 
add,  that  the  French  have  left  here  about  380  lick.  To  their 
forrow  they  fent,  lalt  year,  1 19,000  men  from  France,and  now 
they  have  not  46,000  left ;  the  reft  died  in  the  hofpitals,  or 
fell  in  battles  and  Ikirmilhes. 

Our  ramparts  and  fortifications  here  are  ruined,  and  our 
woods  and  gardens  look  fo  much  like  wilderneftes,  that  few 
know  their  ovyn  property. 


wick. 


Retire  to 
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gain  time  by  retarding  the  rapidity  of  Prince  Fer-  a^d. 
dinand’s  progrefs,  who  was  marching,  in  perion, 
to  attack  that  city.  Such  was  the  wretched  Fate 
of  the  French  at  this  time ;  as  to  expoie  them- 
felves  to  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  number  ot  men,  merely 
for  the  fake  of  retarding  the  march  of  the  enemy 
at  their  heels,  for  a  few  days  only.  For,  on  the 
5th  of  March  the  hereditary  Prince  inverted  the 
place,  and  fummoned  the  town  to  furrender,  with¬ 
out  effeft.  Then  General  Oberg,  who  com-  beiiegcd. 
manded  a  confiderable  corps  on  the  north  fide  or 
the  Wefer,  of  which  the  hereditary  Prince  com¬ 
manded  the  van,  approached  the  town  in  order  to 
form  the  fiege,  while  General  Sporken  advanced 
with  another  body  towards  the  town  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river.  But  the  heavy  roads  and  bad- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  by  retarding  the  cairiage  ox 
the  heavy  cannon,  prevented  the  opening  of  the 
trenches  till  the  9th  of  March.  From  which  day  en¬ 
tire  attack  was  carried  on  fo  brifkly,  that  the  gai- 
rilon  was  forced  to  capitulate,  and  to  furrender 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war  on  the  14th  of  the 
fame  month. 

Prince  Ferdinand  having  thus  fecured  his  rear,  Hamelen 
pulhed  forward  with  his  whole  army  to  Hamden,  evacuatcd 
where  the  French  had  their  head-quarters.  But, 
on  his  arrival  at  that  ftation,  nothing  was  to  be 
found  but  a  great  number  of  fick  and  wounded, 
and  fuch  part  of  their  magazines  as  the  French 
had  not  time  to  deftroy.  From  hence  he  purfued  French  « 
them  to  Paderborn,  where  he  was  informed,  the  td'^btorn> 

Prince  de  Clermont  had  fixed  his  head-quarters  on 
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the  1 8th.  But  the  Hanoverian  army  having  next 
day  penetrated  as  far  as  Melle,  the  French  haftened 
their  retreat,  and  fled  as  fail  as  they  could  to  the 
Rhine,  and  were  joined  in  their  march  by  the 
troops,  that  had  been  diftributed  in  Embden, 
Caflel,  and  the  Landgravate  of  Hefle,  which  the 
French  evacuated  on  the  21ft  of  March,  making 
no  flop  till  they  arrived  at  Wefel,  where  the  Prince 
of  Clermont  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters,  and 
fortified  it  with  all  the  diligence  and  ftrength  in  his 
power w  j  having  fent  the  remains  of  his  army- 
over  the  Rhine. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  at  his  firfl:  entrance  upon  the 
command  of  the  Flanoverian  army,  had  ftrongly 
urged  the  neceflity  of  a  fupply  of  Britilh  cavalry, 
to  faciliate  his  operations.  How  well  inclined 
the  Britifh  councils  were  to  grant  his  requeft,  may 
be  eafily  colledled  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
parliament  then  fitting-,  as  well  as  from  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  cabinet.  But  there  was  no  way  to  fend 
thofe  troops  with  fafety.  Holland  was  tied  up 
by  a  neutrality,  from  granting  a  pafiage,  and  the 
French  army  was  in  poflefllon  of  all  the  countries 
along  the  Elbe  and  Wefer.  Embden  was  looked 
upon  as  the  belt  landing-place.  But  Embden  was 
then  in  the  hands  ol  the  French.  Yet  a  fmall 
fquadron  of  Englilh  fhips  of  war  might  furprize 
it,  and  wrefl:  it  out  of  their  poflefllon,  and  pro¬ 
tect  that  place  from  future  infult :  and  open  a 

w  The  garrifon  confined  of  fix  fqpadrons  and  twelve  bat¬ 
talions. 
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free  port  for  Britifh  troops  tranfported  to  Ger- 
many. 

With  this  intention  Commodore  Holmes  was 
difpatched  with  the  Seahorfe  and  Strombulo.  With 
thefe  he  came  to  an  anchor  between  Delfziel  and 
Knock,  on  the  17th  ot  March,  notwithftanding 
the  precaution  taken  'by  the  enemy  to  render  the 
navigation  of  the  river  hazardous,  by  not  buffer¬ 
ing  the  buoys  to  be  laid  this  year,  for  the  di¬ 
rection  of  its  navigation  :  without  which  affiftance 
it  was  impoffible,  as  they  thought,  for  that  port 
to  be  recovered.  But  the  enemy’s  furprife  and 
confufion  greatly  increafed  on  the  1 8th,  when  the 
Commodore,  with  his  little  fquadron,  cut  off  all 
their  communication  down  the  river,  by  flationing 
his  flrips  between  Knock  and  Ernbden. 

The  enemy  doubled  the  number  of  workmen 
upon  the  batteries  they  had  begun,  and  fet  about 
ereCling  three  more  towards  the  fea  with  the  utmoff 
expedition,  as  the  only  quarter  from  whence  they 
now  had  reafon  to  expeCt  an  attack.  But  the  intelli¬ 
gence  from  the  country,  and  the  inftruCtions,  which 
they  daily  received  from  the  Prince  of  Clermont, 
put  them  x  upon  preparations,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
evacuate  the  place  upon  the  firft  command  for 
them  to  join  the  main  body  of  their  army,  then 
flying  before  Prince  Ferdinand  y.  Accordingly, 

at 
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x  The  garrifao  confifted  of  1300  French  foot,  1200  horfe, 

JiGO  Aullrian  foot,  and  two  companies  of  artillery,  of  60 
each,  in  all  3720. 

y  It  was  firft  intended  by  the  French  to  keep  F.mbden  at 
all  events.  To  make  it  a  place  of  arms ;  and  to  convey  all 

their  « 
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at  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  French 
troops  were  under  arms,  and  marched  out  of  the 
town  before  night ;  and  the  Auftrians  followed  on 
the  20th,  at  nine  in  the  morning. 

The  diligence  with  which  the  works  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  towards  the  fea  were  continued,  prevented 
all  fufpicion  of  this  kind,  and  favouied  the  tran- 
fportation  of  their  baggage  and  cannon  up  the 
river  in  final  1  veffels  by  night :  which  otherwife 
might  have  been  obftru&ed  by  the  Englifh  from 
their  fhips,  who  got  no  fcent  of  their  real  mo¬ 
tions  till  about  noon  on  the  20th.  I  he  commo¬ 
dore,  informed  of  the  enemy’s  flight,  and  that 
one  of  their  veffels  with  baggage  and  artillery, 
was  waiting  behind  a  point  ol  land,  at  fome 
diftance  from  his  fhips,  to  run  up  the  river  by 
the  next  tide ;  he,  as  foon  as  he  couid  ftem  the 
tide,  difpatched  an  armed  cutter,  and  two  boats 
well  armed,  which  came  up  with  her  and  took 
her :  and  they,  reinforced  with  another  boat,  con¬ 
tinued  the  chafe  up  the  river,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Taylor.  In  this  purfuit  our  men 
adled  with  the  greatefl:  bravery  and  diligence. 
They  proceeded  amidfi:  the  enemy’s  fire,  who  lined 
both  fides  of  the  river;  which  was  brifldy  re¬ 
turned  from  our  boats.  They  faw  three  of  the 
enemy’s  veffels,  but  could  come  up  with  only  one 

their  magazines  to  that  fea-port,  till  this  critical  moment, 
that  they  faw  it  blocked  up,  unexpectedly,  by  an  Enghlh 
fquadron,  which  fcemed,  in  all  probability,  to  be  only  the 
van  of  a  more  powerful  fquadron.  A  convincing  proof  of 
the  importance  of  this  fervice. 
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of  them,  which  Captain  Taylor  attacked,  run  A.  D. 
her  a-ground,  and  carried  her  in  fight  of  their  17 ^8‘ 
army,  and  under  their  fire,  befides  what  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  veffel  itfelf.  But  the  officers  and 
men  on  board  the  ftore-veffel  left  it,  to  recover 
the  ffiore  :  in  which  attempt  fome  of  them  were 
dropt  by  the  fire  from  our  boats.  Night  coming 
on  too  quick,  Captain  Taylor  was  obliged  to  lie 
off  for  awhile,  and  the  other  two  veffels,  with 
cannon,  got  under  the  cover  of  their  army,  be¬ 
fore  day-light,  and  efcaped. 

Thus  the  port  of  Embden  was  recovered  by  Embden 
two  fhips  only,  and  they  of  fmall  force,  without  iec0'ei“  ' 
the  lofs  of  a  man  on  our  fide  *,  on  board  the  firft  Loft  of  the 
veffel  that  was  taken,  was  found  the  fon  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel  Scholleens 2,  of  Prince  Charles  of 
Lorrain’s  regiment,  one  corporal,  cne  pioneer, 
fome  baggage,  and  little  implements  of  war,  and 
fome  money,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops. — 

On  board  the  fecond  veffel  they  took  a  major, 
the  commiffary  of  war,  an  adjutant,  a  guard  of 
private  men,  and  three  hoftages,  whom  the  ene¬ 
my  had  carried  off  from  Embden,  for  fecurity  of 
certain  contributions  they  had  impofed  upon  that 
city,  and  left  unpaid.- 

During  this  whole  retreat  the  French  were 
clofely  attended  by  the  Pruffian  huffars  and  Ha¬ 
noverian  hunters,  who  killed  and  made  prifoners 
a  confiderable  number  of  their  men,  and  leized 
many  of  their  baggage-waggons,  and  fome  of 

z  He  being  but  a  boy,  was  fent  a  ihore,  with  his  baggage, 
and  returned  to  his  father. 

their 
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A.  D.  their  artillery.  They  not  only  defertea  and  left 
I/5S‘  great  numbers  of  fick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy 
of  a  provoked  enemy  ;  but  they  left  behind  them 
provifions  and  forage,  of  which  they  flood  in  great 
want.  They  forgot,  or  negledled,  till  it  was  too 
late,  to  call  in  the  garrifon  a  flationed  in  the  fmall 
Vechte  fortrefs  of  Vechte,  on  the  north-weft  of  Diepholt, 
who  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war, 
and  to  deliver  up  a  compleat  train  of  ioo  pieces 
of  French  cannon  and  mortars,  to  a  party  of  1 50 
men  fent  from  Bremen. 

As  foon  as  Prince  Ferdinand  was  rightly  in¬ 
formed  of  the  rout  and  difpofition  of  the  enemy, 
who  retreated  in  three  columns,  one  column  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  troops  which  had  occupied  Hefife,  on 
the  left  •,  another,  of  the  troops  that  marched  from 
Paderborn,  under  the  immediate  command  of  the 
Prince  of  Clermont,  which  marched  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  ;  and  the  third,  of  the  troops  which  came 
from  Munfter,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Vil- 
lemurs,  on  the  right ;  and  that  the  Duke  de  Brog- 
lio  was  the  leaft  advanced  of  the  whole ;  his  fe- 
Frencll  rene  Highnefs  detached  the  Prince  of  Holftein, 
fied'yPUr’  w*tb  a  larSe  bodY  h°rfe  and  foot,  to  purfue  the 
enemy,  and  to  ufe  the  beft  of  his  endeavours  to 
break  in  upon  them.  Thefe  orders  were  vigo- 
roufly  executed.  The  rear-guard  of  the  French 
was  attacked  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Saeft,  in 
the  county  of  Mark  :  a  confiderable  number  were 
taken  prifoners,  with  ten  pieces  'of  cannon  24 

•  a  Confining  of  feven  companies. 


pounders, 
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pounders,  5  fix  pounders,  and  a  confiderable  ^  g 
magazine.  The  fmall  party,  which  the  French 
left  in  the  county  of  Bentheim,  fell  a  prey  alfo  to 
a  party  of  Hanoverian  hunters  and  huffars,  who 
attacked  two  Auflrian  regiments  near  Gelhaufen, 
cut  twenty  of  them  to  pieces,  made  many  pri- 
foners,  and  brought  off  twelve  baggage-wag¬ 
gons. 

After  this  long  march,  and  fatiguing  fervice,  PrinceFer* 
Prince  Ferdinand,  duly  informed  that  the  French  go"'™,^ 
army  was  not  to  be  purfued  at  prefent  any  fur- 
ther  with  advantage-,  having  alfo  delivered  the  ment. 
Landgravate  of  Heffe  and  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
German  dominions  from  the  French  invaders,  he 
.thought  it  the  molt  proper  time  to  halt,  and  for 
his  army  to  go  into  winter-quarters  of  refrefhment 
in  the  bifhopric  of  Munfter  ;  ready  to  fnatch  the 
firft  opportunity  to  drive  the  Prince  de  Clermont 
from  Wefel,  and  to  carry  his  vidtorious  arms  be¬ 
yond  the  Rhine,  as  foon  as  he  could  obtain  his 
requifition  of  a  body  of  Englilh  cavalry  to  fupport 
the  attack.  And  even  in  this  (late  of  inadlivity, 
if  it  can  be  fo  called,  the  Hanoverian  huffars, 
polled  at  Dorllein,  made  frequent  incurfions  as 
far  as  W efel b. 

The  French  miniftry  could  not  look  upon  this  Conduct 

.  and  con- 

deftrudlion  of  their  main  army,  and  the  difgrace  fufion  of 
of  the  Gallic-  arms,  fleeing  before  a  handful  of  mLtfry?  * 

b  Stragglers  were  extremely  ill  treated  by  the  peafants. 

Bi  t  the  huffars  only  difarmed  and  plundered  them,  defiling 
them  to  tell  their  officers,  “  That  fuch  foldiers,  as  they,  did 
“  not  deferve  to  be  made  prifoners.” 


Ger- 
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The  fpeech 
ofM.Bell- 
ifle  in 
council. 


Germans  ;  and  before  thofe  very  men,  whom  they 
had  a  few  months  before  treated  with  contempt 
and  derifion,  penned  up  in  a  corner  and  obliged 
to  difarm  themfelves,  or  to  feek  their  own  fecu- 
rity  in  an  eventual  cefiation  of  arms  j  without 
great  confufion  and  ferious  reflection  for  the  glory 
of  their  nation  and  the  confequences  of  a  retreat, 
which  might  encourage  their  enemy  to  crofs  the 
Rhine.  The  people  were  fadly  convinced  of  the 
fatal  effedls  of  cabals  and  favouritifm  in  the  ca 
binet  of  their  Sovereign,  and  it  is  faid  that  the 
old  Marfhal  Duke  de  Bellifie  took  upon  him,  on 
this  emergency,  to  deliver  the  fentiments  of  the 
nation  in  the  pretence  of  his  King  in  council, 
with  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm  that  does  honour  to  his 
name. 

“  I  know,  faid  he,  the  Hate  of  our  armies. 
It  gives  me  great  grief,  and  no  lefs  indigna¬ 
tion  •,  for  befides  the  real  evil  of  the  diforder  in 
itfelf,  the  difgrace  and  infamy,  which  it  refects  on 
our  government,  and  on  the  wnole  nation,  are  Hill 
more  to  be  apprehended.  The  choice  of  officers 
ought  to  be  made  with  great  deliberation.  I 
know  but  too  well  to  what  length  the  want  of 
difcipline,  pillaging  and  robbing  have  been  carried 
on  by  the  officers  and  common  men,  after  the  ex- 

.  •  «  t  •  _ _ 1—  T  r-v,  f 


ample  fet  them  by  their  generals.  It  mortifies 


me  to  think  I  am  a  Frenchman  •,  my  principles 
are  known  to  be  very  different  from  thofe,  which 
are  now  followed.  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  re¬ 
tain  the  efieem,  the  friendfhip,  and  the  confidera- 

tion  of  all  the  princes,  noblemen,  and  even  of 

all 


ail  the  common  people  in  all  parts  of  Germany, 
where  I  commanded  the  King’s  forces.  Ihey 
lived  there  in  the  midft  of  abundance;  everyone 
was  pleafed  ;  it  fills  my  foul  with  anguifh  to  find 
that,  at  prefent,  the  French  are  held  in  execra¬ 
tion  ;  that  every  body  is  difpirited,  and  that  many 
officers  publicity  fay  things  that  are  criminal  and 
highly  punifhable.  The  evil  is  fo  great  that  it 
demands  immediate  redrefs.  I  can  eafily  judge 
by  what  paffes  in  my  own  breaft,  of  what  our 
generals  feel  from  the  fpeeches  they  mud  daily 
hear  in  Germany,  concerning  our  conduct ;  which 
indeed  would  lofe  much,  to  be  compared  with 
that  of  our  allies.  I  muft  particularly  complain 
of  the  delays  and  irregularity  of  the  pofts ;  a 
fervice  which  is  very  ill  provided  for.  1  am  like- 
wife  difpleafed  with  the  negligence  of  our  generals 
in  returning  anfwers  ;  which  is  a  manifeft  breach 
of  their  duty.  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  a 
thoufand  things  which  are  done,  would  not  have 
been  done ;  and  others,  which  are  negledted, 
would  have  been  executed.  I  would  have  multi¬ 
plied  my  communication ;  I  would  have  had 
ftrong  pofts  on  the  right,  on  the  left,  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  lined  with  troops.  I  would  have  had  maga¬ 
zines  in  every  place.  The  quiet  and  fatisfadlion 
of  the  country  fhould  have  been  equal  to  their 
prefent  difaffe&ion,  at  being  harraffed  and  plun¬ 
dered  ;  and  we  fhould  have  been  as  much  be¬ 
loved,  as  we  are  at  prefent  abhorred.  The  con- 
fequences  are  too  apparent  to  need  being  men¬ 
tioned.  I  muft  inftft  on  thefe  things,  becaufe 

late 
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late  redrefs  is  better  than  the  continuation  of  the 
evil.” 

This  plain  narrative  of  fadls  produced  vigorous 
refolutions.  The  army  on  the  Rhine  was  aug¬ 
mented  with  all  imaginable  diligence  ;  troops  were 
put  in  motion  every  where,  from  the  interior  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  towards  the  feat  of  adlion, 
and  the  fortifications,  on  the  frontiers,  were  put 
into  the  belt  pollute  of  defence,  that  time  and 
the  Hate  of  the  nation  would  allow.  And  to 
keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  who  were  more 
inclined  to  peace  than  war,  a  report  was  induftri- 
oufly  fpread,  that  a  reconciliation  would  be  foon 
effedled  by  the  mediation  of  Spain. 

The  M.  Duke  de  Bellifie,  who  at  this  jundture 
adled  as  fecretary  of  (late,  did  not  confine  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  reform  the  army,  by  his  firmnefs  in 
the  cabinet :  he  wrote  a  letter  to  all  the  colonels 
of  the  infantry  in  the  King’s  name,  threatning 
them  with  difmiffion  from,  and  lofs  of  their  regi¬ 
ments,  in  cafe  they  continued  any  longer  to  con¬ 
nive  at  the  fcandalous  pradlice,  which  had  been 
introduced  amongft  them,  of  the  fale  of  commil- 
fions,  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  merit,  the 
extindlion  of  that  neceffiary  emulation,  which  ani¬ 
mates  an  officer  in  time  of  battle,  and  to  the  re- 
laxation  of  difcipline  throughout  the  whole  army. 

The  Swedes  were  prevailed  with,  to  quit  the 
.  ifiand  of  Rugen,  in  which  they  had  been  blocked 
up  by  15,000  Pruffians,  now  called  upon  a  diflant 
fervice,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Ruffians  in 
Pomerania.  They  refumed  their  operations  about 
2  the 
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the  end  of  April :  but  with  fuch  a  general  aver- 
fion,  both  at  court  and  in  the  field  itfelf,  that  they 
gave  the  King  of  Pruffia  very  little  concern  for 
the  effefts  ol  their  arms  at  prefcnt ;  their  activity 
not  depending  upon  a  national  quarrel,  or  the  in¬ 
clination  of  their  King,  but  only  upon  the  fac¬ 
tious  councils  of  a  corrupt  fenate,  penfioners  to 
France. 

The  Ruffians,  who  had  retreated  with  fo  much  Ruffians 

,  .  .  .  return  into 

precipitation  back  towards  their  own  country,  Pruffia. 
after  the  adtion  c,  which  they  had  with  M. 

Lehwald,  were  put  under  the  command  of  Ge. 
reral  Ferrner  •,  M.  Apraxin  being  difgraced  and 
difmiffed  from  the  command  in  chief,  on  account 
of  that  retreat,  for  which  he  had  no  orders  from 
his  court,  as  pretended  :  for  fince  that  time  the 
Czarina  had  been  worked  upon  by  various  practices 
of  profit,  intereft  and  intrigue,  to  fign  hei  accei- 
fion  to  the  quadruple-alliance  with  Auftria,  trance 
and  Sweden,  and  to  augment  the  number  of  her 
troops  to  aft  againft  Pruffia ;  which  (he  now  divided 
into  two  feparate  bodies,  under  Generals  Ferrner 
and  Brown,  with  exprefs  command  to  return  into 
Pruffia,  notwithftanding  the  rigorous  feafon.  Ge- Seized  Ko- 
neral  Ferrner  executed  his  orders  with  fuch  afti- "'s(beig* 
vity,  that  he  marched  back,  and  got  poffeffion  ol 
Konigfberg,  the  capital  of  Ducal  Pruffia,  on  the 
2 2d  of  January,  without  oppofition.  Ferrner, 
having  ravaged  the  country,  retired  again,  and 
joined  the  main  body  of  his  army,  which  had  en- 
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A.  D.  camped  on  the  Viftula,  not  far  from  Dantzick, 
/5  '  with  a  defign  to  feize  upon  that  free  city  :  as  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  demand  of  the  Ruffian  agent 
there,  that  the  magiftrates  fhould  admit  a  Ruf¬ 
fian  garrifon.  But  they  peremptorily  refuled,  and 
flood  in  their  own  defence  fo  refolutely,  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Fermer  did  not  think  proper  to  carry  mat¬ 
ters  to  extremity  :  fo  that  he  patted  the  Viftula,  and 
directed  his  march  towards  Pomerania  •,  where 
Count  Dohna  had  attembled  an  army  to  oppofe 
him,  which  occafioned  this  general  once  more  to 
retire  ;  and,  after  plundering  all  before  him,  he 
re-joined  his  main  body,  to  wait,  as  it  was  thought, 
the  final  orders  of  his  court. 

Army  of  The  army  of  the  Empire  began  to  re-affemble 
tl’eEyii>,re  in  March,  near  Bamberg  in  Franconia,  under  the 
Prince  of  Deux  Ponts.  Whofe  proximity  at¬ 
tracted  the  Pruffian  hero’s  immediate  attention: 
who  detached  30,000  men,  under  the  command 
of  Prince  Henry  of  Pruftia,  to  watch  their  mo¬ 
tions,  and  to  prevent  their  junction  with  the 
French  •,  who  were  forming  a  new  army  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  might  have  completed  the  ruin  of 
his  Pruffian  Majefty,  by  that  means;  had  not 
Prince  Ferdinand  defeated  their  intentions,  by 
cutting  them  out  fufficient  work  to  guard  their 
own  frontiers  on  the  Rhine,  and  our  naval  arma¬ 
ments  found  employ  for  their  troops  in  the  de- 
Theinten-  fence  of  their  own  coafts.  For,  it  is  evident  from 
ti°n  of  everv  flep  that  had  been  taken  between  France 

Fi  ance  and  7  r 

her  allies,  and  her  allies,  during  the  winter,  that  they  had 
combined  to  act  in  concert,  with  one  fatal  blow 

to 
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tocruflrthe  King  of  Pruffia,  and  then  to  make 
an  eafy  prey  of  the  Britifh  allies,  and  to  loice  all 
the  dates  and  potentates  on  the  continent  to  unite 
with  them  in  one  common  league  to  di  ft  refs  and 


ruin  the  Britifh  trade  and  intereft,  and  thereby  to 
deftroy  her  ftrength  and  naval  power-,  which 
can’t  exift  without  commerce,  and  commerce  can  t 


be  carried  on  with  advantage,  without  an  intereft; 
to  circulate  its  produce  amongft  foreign  nations. 

It  could  avail  us  nothing  had  we  the  manufacturing 

of  all  the  fleeces  in  the  world,  the  fale  of  all  the  continent. 


produce  of  the  Indies  the  monopoly  of  the 
American  fifheries  and  the  exclufive  trade  with 
North  America  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  had  we 
no  vent,  no  market  to  put  off7,  and  to  dilpofe  of 
our  produce,  manufacture  and  imports  for  money 
and  the  comforts  and  necefiaries  of  life.  Foreign 
trade  is  the  fupport  of  our  riches  and  ftrength  : 
therefore  every  obftruCtion  in  that  channel  mult 
be  watched,  prevented,  or  cleared  away  in  due 
time,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  vigour. 

The  Auftrians  had  aflembled  a  grand  army  near  Auftrians 
Konigfgratz  in  Bohemia,  under  M.  Count  Daun, 
ready  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  to  enter  Silefta 
and  Saxony  the  center,  to  which  all  the  armies 
in  motion  againft  his  Pruffian  Majefty  feemed  to 
tend. 

His  Pruffian  Majefty,  thus  furrounded  and  of 
threatened  wfth  fo  many  powerful  armies,  was  ob-  operations, 
liged  to  have  recourfe  to  ftratagem,  as  well  as  to 
arms.  But  firft  he  turned  the  blockade  of  Schwied- 
nitz  into  a  fiege.  Fie  opened  the  trenches  on  the 
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third  of  April,  and  in  defiance  of  the  grand 
Auftrian  army,  reduced  the  garrifon  to  furrender 
prifoners  of  war  in  thirteen  days.  By  thefe  firft 
fruits  of  this  year’s  campaign,  the  Auftrians  loft 
7000  men,  of  which  number  the  garrifon  origi¬ 
nally  confided  ;  but  4000  had  been  cut  oft 
during  the  blockade  by  ficknefs,  &c.  and  the 
Auftrians  were  totally  driven  out  of  Silefia.  In 
the  mean  time  General  Fouquet  marched  with  a 
confiderable  detachment  into  the  county  of  Glatz, 
and  obliged  the  Auftrians  under  General  Jahnus 
to  abandon  their  pofts  in  that  country  :  and  his 
Majefty  in  perfon  marched,  with  a  part  of  his 
army,  towards  Graffau  and  Friedland,  and  de¬ 
tached  a  part  of  it  to  Fronteneau  in  Bohemia; 
which  diflodged  an  Auftrian  garrifon,  and  opened 
a  way  into  Bohemia,  for  the  Pruflian  light  horfe, 
who  raifed  contributions,  and  harraffed  the  out- 
pofts  of  the  enemy,  even  as  far  as  the  main  guard 
of  Count  Daun’s  army. 

Saxony  was  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence  with 
30,000  men  under  Prince  Henry  of  Pruflia. 
And  Silefia  was  covered  from  any  furprize  and 
incurfions  of  the  Ruffians,  by  a  confiderable  body 
polled  between  Wolau  and  Glogau  ;  befides  the 
army  under  Count  Dohna,  in  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Pomerania. 

But  what  fhewed  the  generalfhip  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty  •,  he  not  only  provided  thefe  forces 
for  thofe  particular  fervices  •,  but  he  ported  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  preferve  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  each  other  •,  io  as  to  enable  them  to  a<ft 
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for  mutual  fupport :  and  at  the  fame  time  covered  ^  D. 

his  real  defign  or  plan  of  operations. 

By  this  pofition  of  the  Pruffian  army.  Count  Deceives 
Daun  was  induced  to  believe,  that  it  was  the  King’s  Daun. 
intention  to  open  the  campaign  by  matching  into 
Bohemia:  fo  that  all  their  attention  was  taken  up 
to  oppofe  an  attempt  of  that  kind.  But,  all  on 
a  fudden,  his  Pruffian  Majefly  gave  the  Auftrians  Slip^ft. 
the  flip.  For  with  50,000  men,  he  had  collected  an  army. 
near  Neifs  in  Silefla,  he  penetrated  into  Moravia, 
by  a  rapid  march,  and  at  droppau,  which  he 
reached  in  three  days  from  Neifs,  he  divided  this 
army  into  two  columns,  the  flrft  under  M.  Keith, 
to  take  the  rout  of  Jagerndorf,  who  fet  out  on 
the  25th  of  April:  the  Other  under  the  King  in jbi_n? his 
perfon  on  the  27th,  both  dire&ing  their  march  tog**™ 
the  plain  of  Olmutz,  which  they  entered  by  -arch  to 

Sternberg  and  Gibau  on  the  3d  of  May. 

General  Fouquet  had  orders  to  remain  in  the  General 
county  of  Glatz,  and  watch  the  motions  of  Count  s 

Daun.  But,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  by  the  enemy’s 
motions,  that  they  alfo  were  preparing  to  march 
into  Moravia,  this  general  went  to  Neifs,  and 
took  under  his  convoy  the  artilleiy  and  warlike 
{lores  that  were  requifite  for  belieging  Olmutz. 

On  the  1 2th  he  arrived  at  Gibau  without  any  mo- 
leftation  from  the  enemy,  and  immediately  pafled 
the  Moraw  at  Littau,  where  fome  Auftrians  were 
made  prifoners.  On  the  12th  the  King  advanced 
towards  Olitfchau,  and  drove  away  a  body  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  polled  there,  who  retiiecl  beyond 

Proftnitz.  Near  that  town  the  Prince  of  Wur- 
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A.  D.  temberg  fixed  his  camp,  confiding  of  four  regi- 
I758'  ments  of  dragoons,  one  of  huffars,  and  feme  bat- 
siege  of  talions  0f  fuzileers.  On  the  27th  of  May  the 
trenches  were  opened  before  Qlmutz,  on  the  fide 
of  Tobitfchau ;  and  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
towards  Dolein,  was  inverted  by  a  regiment  of 
dragoons,  two  battalions,  and  500  huffars.  The 
King  drove  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon  cavalry,  under 
General  Ville,  beyond  Wifchaw,  and  his  army 
took  poffeftion  of  all  the  ports  proper  for  covering 
the  body  of  troops,  that  were  to  be  employed  in 
the  fiege.  The  Margrave  Charles  occupied  the 
port  of  Neuftadt,  the  Prince  of  Anhalt-Deffau 
that  of  Littau,  and  the  King  took  port  on  the 
eminences  between  Proftnitz  and  Oiitfchau. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  General  Putkammer, 
arrived  with  a  convoy  from  Silefia,  without  meet¬ 
ing  any  moleftation :  but,  as  this  convoy  was  not 
fufficient  to  finiili  the  fiege,  meafures  were  taken 
to  bring  up  another.  Mean  while  the  vanguard 
of  the  enemy  arrived  in  Moravia  •,  General  Harfch, 
who  commanded  it,  pitched  his  camp  on  the  rifing 
grounds  of  Aller-Heiligen,  oppofite  to  Littau. 
M.  Daun  Marfhal  Daun  arrived  with  his  army  at  Gewitz, 
nsfreHtf.'0  and  almoft  at  the  fame  time  a  body  of  five  or 
6,000  of  the  enemy  advanced  to  Proftnitz  •,  which 
obliged  M.  Keith  to  place  Bareuth’s  dragoons 
near  Wifternitz,  and  the  independant  companies 
at  Biftrovan  and  Holian.  The  enemy’s  defign 
was  to  throw  fuccours  into  the  town :  and  in  the 
night  of  the  8th  of  June,  they  attacked  a  battalion 
of  volunteers,  whom  they  forced  to  retire.  Ba¬ 
reuth’s 
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reuth’s  regiment,  who  had  been  on  horleback  the  A^D. 
whole  night,  thought  that  they  might  return  into 
the  camp  without  waiting  for  the  coming  back  of 
their  patroles ;  but  fcarce  had  the  dragoons  entered 
their  tents,  when  the  enemy  forced  their  main 
guard,  penetrated  into  the  camp,  and  fent  the  re-  oimut*  re¬ 
inforcement  into  Olmutz  ;  even  Bareuth  s  regiment 
would  have  been  ruined,  had  not  the  battalion  of 
Nimchewfky  feafonably  come  to  their  affiftance. 

This  fuccefs  of  the  Auftrians  made  them  fond 
of  nodturnal  expeditions :  thrice  they  attacked  the 
regiment  of  Ziethen  at  Kofteletz,  who  always  re- 
pulfed  them  with  lofs.  The  independant  batta¬ 
lions  of  le  Noble  and  Rapin  were  not  fo  fuccefs- 
ful.  They  belonged  to  the  corps  under  the  Mar¬ 
grave  Charles,  and  were  polled  at  Sternberg. 

They  were  to  march  to  Bahrn,  to  cover  the  con¬ 
voy  which  arrived  on  the  1  oth,  and  were  fo  very 
roughly  handled  by  the  Pandours,  that  they  led 
three  (mail  pieces  of  cannon,  and  near  400  men. 

Mean  while  confidering  the  fuccours  that  had  been 
thrown  into  the  town,  and  the  enemy  s  pobtion  at 
Prerau,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  ftraiten  Ol- 
mutz  kill  more,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Moraw. 

The  corps  under  the  Margrave  Charles  marched 
thither,  and  took  poft  in  luch  mannei  that  its 
right  kept  poffefiion  of  Commotau  and  the  bridge 
there  on  the  IVIoraw,  and  the  left  reached  to  the 
bridge  of  Hollitz. 

On  the  20th  Marfhal  Daun  with  his  army  came 
down  from  the  hills,  and  encamped  at  Predlitz, 
between  Wifchaw  and  Proftnitz.  A  few  days 
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after,  this  general  received  advice,  that  the  Pruf- 
fians  were  bringing  a  large  convoy  from  Silefia. 
The  body  of  forces  which  elcorted  this  convoy 
confided  of  eight  battalions,  and  near  4000  re¬ 
covered  Pick,  who  were  regimented  for  the  fake 
of  order  in  the  march.  The  whole  fet  out  from 
Troppau  on  the  25th.  Marfhal  Daun  thought  it 
his  duty  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to 
compel  the  Pruffians,  without  the  hazard  of  a 
battle,  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Olmutz.  For  this  end, 
he  detached  General  Jahnus,  who  was  at  Muglitz, 
towards  Bahrn,  and  ordered  a  detachment  to 
march  from  Prerau  to  Stadt-Liebe,  that  the  con¬ 
voy  might  be  attacked  on  two  Tides ;  and  in  order 
to  deceive,  he  drew  -near  to  the  Pruflaan  army, 
placing  his  right  towards  Kojetein,  and  his  left  at 
a  little  hill  very  near  to  Predlitz.  However,  this 
motion  deceived  nobody  ;  and  the  fafety  of  the 
convoy  being  the  principal  object,  the  King  lent 
out  General  Ziethen,  with  three  battalions,  two 
regiments  of  horfe,  and  900  huffars,  to  meet.  it. 
The  convoy  was  attacked  on  the  28th,  before 
General  Ziethen  came  up ;  but  the  enemy  were 
repulfed  and  routed,  and  loft  three  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  and  fome  hundred  men.  Marfhal  Daun  hav¬ 
ing  fent  a  confiderable  reinforcement  to  the  troops 
he  had  before  detached,  the  convoy  was  again  at¬ 
tacked  on  the  29th,  between  Bautfch  and  Dorn- 
ftadt.  Four  hundred  waggons,  four  battalions, 
and  about  1000  troopers,  had  fcarce  opened  the 
march,  and  paffed  the  defiles  of  Domftadt,  when 
tke  enemy  fell  upon  the  convoy  with  their  whole 

.  force. 
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force,  both  on  the  fide  of  Bahrn,  and  on  that  of  A. ■  D. 
Domftadt.  The  head  of  the  convoy  was  cut  off 
from  the  reft,  and,  though  General  Ziethen  did, 
on  this  occafton,  all  that  could  be  expefted  from 
a  good  officer,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
waggons,  and  retire  to  Troppau.  The  head  of 
the  convoy  arrived  at  the  army  on  the  2cjth  in  the 
evening.  The  enemy  took  near  600  prifoners,  ]0fs., 

among  whom  was  General  Putkammer.  This 
unhappy  event  obliged  the  King  to  raile  the  fiege  Siege  raif- 
of  Olmutz:  whereas  had  the  whole  convoy  arriv- ed- 
ed  fafe,  the  place  could  not  have  held  out  above  a 
fortnight,  notwithftanding  the  gallant  delence  of 

General  Marffial,  the  governor. 

On  the  1  ft  of  July  the  King,  with  his  whole  Pruffians 
army,  took  the  road  to  Bohemia.  Marfhal  Keith 
brought  away  all  his  artillery,  excepting  tour 
mortars,  and  one  24.  pounder,  the  carriage  ot 
which  was  broke  d.  This  general  marched  by  Leutomif- 
Littau  to  Muglitz  and  Tribau the  King  marched  fel  taken* 
by  Konitz.  The  vanguard,  under  the  command 
of  the  Prince  of  Anhalt  Deffau,  feized,  at  Leu- 
tomiffel,  an  Auftrian  magazine  of  meal  and  fo¬ 
rage.  The  generals  Buccow  and  Laudon  follow-  - 
ed  the  army  in  its  march,  but  without  approach¬ 
ing  too  near  it. 

In  this  tranfadtion  there  appears  to  have  been  Remarks 

1  on  this 

crreat  generalfhip  exerted  on  both  tides  ;  oy  Lount  flfge,  &c. 
Daun  to  defeat  the  befiegers,  and  by  the  King  ot 
Pruffia  in  raifing  the  fiege  and  in  his  retreat.  Count 

a  The  lofs  of  men  were  between  feven  and  Boo  Pruflians 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners. 
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Daun  being  too  weak  to  force  the  Pruffians  to 
battle,  and  to  relieve  Olmutz  by  a  pitched  battle, 
encamped  his  army  in  the  mountains,  between- 
Gewitz  and  Littau,  whofe  natural  ftrength  fecured 
him  from  a  furprize,  and  whofe  fituation  enabled 
him,  in  like  manner  as  the  fituation  of  his  camp 
at  Kolin  had  done  before,  to  receive  daily  rein¬ 
forcements  ;  to  draw  fupplies  of  all  neceffaries 
from  Bohemia  ;  to  intercept  the  convoys  neceifary 
for  the  effectual  fuccefs  of  the  befiegers ;  to  relieve 
the  befieged  occafionally,  and  to  keep  up  their 
fpirits  for  defence,  till  opportunity  fhould  ferve  to 
raife  the  fiege. 

The  extenfive  works  of  Olmutz,  which  the 
Pruffians  were  obliged  to  inveft,  required  a  greater 
number  of  forces  than  were  employed,  to  do  it 
completely.  This  was  the  reafon  of  fo  much  fuc¬ 
cefs  in  the  nobturnal  fkirmifhes,  by  which  the 
Andrians  feldom  failed  to  introduce  provifions, 
ammunition  and  men  into  the  town.  The  forage 
about  the  city  had  been  previoufly  deftroyed. 
This  obliged  the  Pruffian  cavalry  to  feek  for  it, 
at  a  great  didance  ;  which  not  only  fatigued,  but 
expofed  them  to  furprize  from  detachments  out 
of  the  mountains.  From  whence  alfo  parties  were 
continually  alarming  the  camp  of  the  befiegers, 
by  night ;  and  fell  upon  different  quarters,  while 
tiie  garrifon  fallied  with  fuccefs  to  retard  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  their  enemy.  However,  this  did  not 
difcourage  his  Pruffian  Majefty.  Under  all  thefe 
difficulties,  he  finifhed  the  firfb  parallel  •,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  fuch  vigour,  that  the  place  feemed  in¬ 
evitably 
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cvitably  loft-,  when  all  his  hopes  evaporated  in  that  A.D. 
one  accident,  the  intercepting  of  the  grand  convoy 
near  the  defiles  of  Domftadt.  A  lofs  that  was  not 
to  be  retrieved  by  the  Pruffians  in  their  fituation, 
and  without  which  it  was  both  dangerous  and  in 

vain  for  them  to  perfift  in  the  fiege. 

His  Pruffian  Majefty  deprived  of  the  means  to 
continue  the  fiege,  was  now  to  retreat  with  fuch 
precaution,  as  might  preferve  his  army  from  the 
accidents,  which  commonly  befall  an  enemy  re¬ 
tiring  with  a  powerful  enemy  at  his  back.  Daun 
was  prepared  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  advan¬ 
tage.  But  that  general’s  vigilance  and  penetration 
were  fruftrated  :  the  King  maintained  the  fiege 
with  more  vigour  than  before  the  lofs  of  the  con¬ 
voy  till  the  ift  day  of  July:  when  he  fuddenly 
decamped  in  the  night  •,  and  inftead  of  marching 
into  Silefia,  to  protect  that  country  from  the  infult 
of  the  triumphant  enemy,  ready  to  follow  him 
with  advantage,  he  took  the  rout  of  Bohemia, 
whofe  frontiers  had  been  left  unguarded  by  his  ad- 
verfary,  and  by  this  invafion  he  transferred  the 
feat  of  war  from  his  own  into  his  enemy  s  domi¬ 
nions. 

How  this  anfwered  the  end  appears  by  the  ad-  FW;_ 
vantages  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  arms  gained  in  the  „ 
execution  of  this  plan.  A  large  body 
ftrians,  under  General  Lacy,  which  were  polled 
at  Gibau,  attacked  a  party  of  grenadiers,  who 
occupied  the  village  of  Krenau,  and  made  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  their  intention  to  difpute  the  pais: 

but  they  were  foon  diflodged ;  and  there  was  an 

attempt 


A.  D. 

1758. 


Koningf¬ 
gratz,  See. 
iuiTenders. 


attempt  to  feize  the  provisions  and  artillery  in  their 
pafiage  over  the  hills  of  Hollitz.  The  enemy 
cannonaded  General  Retzow  and  his  party,  that 
condu&ed  them.  But  M.  Keith  coming  up  in 
due  time,  attacked  the  Auftrians  in  the  rear,  ob¬ 
liged  them  to  fly  with  precipitation,  and  took  fix 
officers  and  300  men  prifoners. 

The  King  proceeded  through  Leutomifiel  to 
the  important  pod  of  Koningfgratz.  General 
Buccow  had  got  there  before  him,  with  7000  men 
well  entrenched  behind  the  Elbe  all  round  the 
city ;  and  had  broken  down  the  bridges  over  that 
river.  His  Majefty  determined  to  attack  the 
Auftrian  trenches,  ordered  the  bridges  to  be  re¬ 
paired  with  all  expedition  :  which  ftruck  fuch  a 
panic  into  the  enemy,  that  Buccow  retired,  and 
left  the  King  to  take  poflfeffion  of  Koningfgratz 
without  opposition.  After  which  he  had  no  more 
to  do  for  his  Safety  in  this  Situation,  than  to  dif- 
perfe  a  body  of  Auftrians,  which  had  taken  poll 
between  Koningfgratz  and  Hollitz  to  intercept  his 
artillery,  &c.  and  that  being  effected,  his  whole 
army  encamped  near  Koningfgratz.  So  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  mifearriage  before  Olmutz,  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to 
ftem  the  force  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  to  lay 
Bohemia  under  heavy  contributions,  while  his 
brother,  Prince  Henry,  kept  the  army  of  the 
Empire  in  play,  and  from  executing  their  defign 
upon  Drefden. 

But  if  we  change  the  profpedt  and  look  towards 
the  Rhine,  we  lhall  fee  greater  advantages  :  Prince 
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Ferdinand,  having  refrefhed  his  vidtorious  troops,  A 
fpent  no  time  in  fruitlefs  exercife.  He  only  waited  ^ 
till  all  his  troops  from  diftant  quarters  could  be  Ferdinan(j 
affembled:  their  rendezvous  was  at  Notteln. 

They  marched  from  thence  to  Dulmen,  where  the  French, 
head  quarters  were  fixed,  on  the  27th  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  While  a  detachment,  confiding  ot  feverai 
battalions  and  fquadrons,  together  with  Scheiter’s  ( 
light  troops,  and  Luckner’s  huffars,  affembled  on 
the  26th  at  Dorften  and  in  its  neighbourhood, 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Wagen- 
heim,  who  was  charged  with  the  difpofitions  to  be 
made  for  the  paffage  of  the  river,  and  with  orders 
to  advance  himfelf  to  the  gates  of  Duffeldorp, 
and  to  caufe  the  corps  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Scheiter  to  pafs  the  Rhine  at  Duyfburg. 

Which  paffage  was  executed  in  the  night  between 
the  29th  and  30th,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  Scheiter 
having  attacked,  with  bayonets  fixed,  the  three 
battalions  of  French  that  oppofed  him,  deicated 
them  •,  and  took  five  pieces  of  cannon,  out  of 
eight  which  they  had.  He  had  but  two  men 
wounded  in  the  paffage,  and  not  one  either  killed 
or  wounded  during  the  aflion. 

The  army  marched  before  fun-rife  on  the  20th 
from  Dulmen  towards  Dorfien,  and  encamped  at 
Limbeke  ;  from  whence,  the  next  day,  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Wutgenau  was  detached  towards 
Wefel,  with  a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry.  The 
30th  he  encamped  at  Raefveld,  and  the  gift  at 
Ringenbourg.  The  Prince  left  the  army  during 
its  march  from  Dulmen  to  Limbeke,  and  went  to 
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Boecktholt,  where  he  found  the  advanced  guards 
of  the  body  aflembled  at  Coefveld.  That  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  marched  on  the  30th  to  Emmerick.; 
and  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  corps,  which 
was  employed  at  Vrafifelt.  About  five  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  31ft,  the  whole  was  in  mo¬ 
tion  to  crofs  the  Rhine  j  the  advanced  guard  went 
on  as  far  as  Lobit.  The  Prince’s  defign  was  to 
pafs  the  river  in  the  night ;  but  an  unforefeen  ac¬ 
cident  broke  all  the  meafures,  which  had  been  taken 
for  that  purpofe  j  and  his  Serene  Highnefs  was 
obliged  to  march  the  troops  back  again  in  the 
night  to  Neddlerelte.  The  ift  of  June  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  removing  the  obftacles  that  had  occur¬ 
red  ;  and,  in  the  following  night,  the  pafiage  was 
again  attempted,  and  executed  with  all  pofiable 
fuccefs,  near  Herven. 

The  hufiars,  with  a  detachment  of  grenadiers, 
pafled,  on  the  2d  of  June,  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  in  flat  bottomed  boats,  which  went  and 
returned  with  fo  much  diligence,  that,  befides  the 
hufiars,  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  ten  or  twelve 
battalions,  were,  before  noon,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river.  During  all  this  time,  workmen 
were  employed  about  the  bridge,  which  however 
was  not  completed  till  four  next  morning,  d  he 
remainder  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  palfed  im¬ 
mediately,  and  marched  towards  Cleves. 

The  hufiars,  fupported  by  the  volunteers,  fur- 
prized  at  firft  fome  patroles,  which  were  made  pri- 
foners  of  war,  and  ftill  continuing  to  advance, 
defeated  the  cavalry  that  fhewed  themfelves,  and 

took 
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took  a  pair  of  kettle  drums  and  a  ftandard  from  ^ 
the  regiment  of  Bellefond.  This  country  is  en¬ 
tirely  divided  by  dykes,  fo  that  it  is  as  eafy  to  dis¬ 
pute  the  ground,  as  it  is  difficult  to  advance.  The 
enemy,  fenfible  of  this  advantage,  advanced  with 
feven  or  800  foot  to  flop  the  head  of  our  van¬ 
guard,  and  fired  fome  pieces  of  cannon  upon 
them,  which  however  hurt  nobody.  But  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  20  men,  having  found  means  to  flip 
along  a  dyke,  and  get  poffeffion  of  a  houfe,  which 
the  French  had,  in  part,  paffed,  fired  upon  them  ; 
which  had  fuch  an  effeff,  that  they  retired  imme¬ 
diately.  The  huflars  with  the  like  fuccefs  pene¬ 
trated  and  cleared  the  road  quite  up  to  Cleves  *, 
with  no  other  damage,  than  five  rank  and  file  and 
two  officers  wounded.  What  confounded  the  ene¬ 
my  molt  was  the  lofs  of  Keiferwaert,  (with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  garrifon  killed  or  taken)  which 
they  had  engaged  with  the  Elector  of  Cologne,  to 
defend  againft  any  force. 

The  retreat  of  the  French,  on  this  occafion,  Purfuesthe 

.  .  .  .  ,  r  French. 

was  again  fo  precipitate,  that  in  order  to  elcape 
the  huffars,  they  fkulked  for  many  miles  in  the  in* 
clofed  grounds,  and  made  a  way  over  hedges  and 
ditches  to  efcape  their  Purfuers.  But  Prince  George 
of  Holftein  Gottorp,  with  a  large  body  of  cavalry 
and  dragoons,  came  up  with  them  near  the  caflle 
of  Muyland,  and  made  a  conflderable  booty  and 
a  good  number  of  prifor.ers  ;  and  at  Goch  he 
feized  a  magazine,  and  100  prifoners  more. 

Yet  there  was  no  probability  of  forcing  the  flrong  Endea- 
camp  and  entrenchments  of  the  Prince  of  Cler-  ^°ung  l°n  a 

mont  general fn- 
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A-  D-  mont  at  Rhinefeldt,  with  an  army  fo  inferior  in 

1 7  c  3 

b  '  numbers.  But  what  could  not  be  done  by  ftrength 
was  to  be  fupplied  by  the  generalfhip  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs ;  who,  by  his  well-judged  mo¬ 
tions,  which  he  ordered  his  army  to  make  on  the 
1 2th  of  June,  turned  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
army  towards  the  convent  of  Campe,  and  ob¬ 
liged  their  commander  to  quit  his  boafted  camp 
of  Rhinefeldt,  or  Rhineberg,  and  to  retire  to¬ 
wards  Meurs,  in  the  night  between  the  12th  and 
How  13th.  This  point  gained  by  Prince  Ferdinand, 
efeaed.  his  Highnefs  gave  a  new  pofition  to  his  own  army, 
and  occupied  the  heights  of  St.  Anthony’s  moun¬ 
tains  on  the  14th.  On  the  15th,  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  His  Serene  Highnefs  was 
informed,  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  four 
columns  upon  his  right.  His  Highnefs  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  three  guns  to  be  fired  as  a  fignal, 
and  the  whole  army  was  under  arms,  in  order  of 
battle,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after.  He  went 
afterwards  himfelf  to  reconnoitre,  and  faw  di- 
ftindtly,  that,  at  about  two  leagues  diftance  from 
his  right  flank,  a  confiderable  body  was  coming 
over  the  plain  of  Hulfte,  and  marching  towards 
Crevelt.  Not  knowing  whether  this  body  was 
followed  by  the  whole  army,  or  whether  it  was 
only  a  detachment  of  it  that  was  marching  that 
way,  His  Serene  Highnefs  halted  till  towards  the 
evening,  when  he  received  certain  information, 
that  the  French  army  had  marched  towards  Nuys, 
and  that  the  Prince  de  Clermont  had  only  detached 
this  corps,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  Count  de  St.  Germain,  in  order  to  take  poll  A.  D. 

„  -  '/S®* 

at  Crevelt. 

Upon  this  information  his  Highnefs  fent  his 
light  troops  and  huffars  to  Kempen  and  Wachten- 
donck,  and  ordered  the  army  into  their  camp  again. 

On  the  1 6th  he  changed  the  pofition  of  the 
army. 

On  the  17th  his  Highnefs  went  himfelf  to  re¬ 
connoitre  towards  Kempen,  the  pofition  of  the 
enemy’s  detachment  at  Crevelt,  but  could  not 
guefs  at  their  reafon  for  fixing  this  detachment  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  their  army.  In  order,  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  better  informed  of  it,  and  to  fee  the 
countenance  this  corps  would  hold,  he  ordered  the 
Prince  of  Holftein,  with  ten  Pruffian  lquadrons, 
the  five  fquadrons  of  huffars,  and  the  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  Sporcken  guards,  and  Prince  Charles, 
to  march  early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  to¬ 
wards  Kempen,  whilft  the  Prince  of  Holftein 
fhould  advance  with  his  corps  towards  Hulfte  : 
whereby  it  would  clearly  appear,  whether  M.  de 
St.  Germain  would  retreat  towards  the  army,  or 
whether  the  army  of  Prince  de  Clermont  would 
advance  towards  Crevelt,  in  order  to  encamp 
there.  Agreeable  to  this  plan,  his  Highnefs  the 
hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  fet  forward  on  the 
ipth  from  the  camp,  with  12  battalions.  Pie 
marched  dire&ly  towards  Kempen,  from  whence 
he  could  perceive  no  alteration  in  the  pofttion  of 
Count  de  St.  Germain. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  his  Serene  High¬ 
nefs  Prince  Ferdinand  in  perfon  followed  the  he- 
Vol.  III.  L  reditary 
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A.  D.  reditary  Prince  to  Kempen.  He  perceived  fome 
,7s8’  movements  in  the  flying  camp,  which  were  of  a 
nature  to  induce  him  to  believe,  that  M.  de  St. 
Germain  defigned  to  march  againft  the  Prince  of 
Holftein,  who  was  encamped  near  Hulfte.  Soon 
after  he  was  pofitively  informed,  that  the  whole 
of  the  French  army  had  quitted  Nuys,  and  were 
advanced  on  this  fide  Crevelt  •,  on  which,  having 
taken  his  mealures,  and  formed  a  plan,  as  the  cafe 
required,  Major  General  Wangenheim  was  order¬ 
ed  to  advance  early  the  next  day,  with  his  corps 
towards  Hulfte,  and  Lieutenant  General  Sporcken 
was  diredted  to  march  after  midnight,  with  the 
army,  and  to  advance  likewife  to  the  plain  between 
Hulfte  and  Kempen.  On  the  20th  of  June  all 
the  troops  his  Serene  Highnefs  could  difpofe  of, 
were,  by  this  means,  reunited  in  this  camp,  the 
right  of  which  extended  towards  Kempen,  and 
the  left  towards  Hulfte.  The  head  quarters  were 
fixed  at  Kempen  •,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ufelefs  movements,  his  Highnefs  ordered  the 
quarter-mafter-general  not  to  regard  the  rank  of 
the  different  corps,  nor  the  order  of  battle,  but 
to  place  the  regiments,  as  a  great  part  of  them 
were  actually  polled. 

On  the  2 1  ft  was  obferved  a  great  movement  in 
the  advanced  corps  of  Count  St.  Germain,  and 
about  ten  in  the  morning,  after  decamping,  they 
filed  off  to  their  left,  and  marched  towards  An- 
rath,  where  they  joined  their  grand  army. 

In  making  this  motion  they  abandoned  the  town 
of  Crevelt,  which  was  on  the  front  of  their  right 
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wing  •,  the  Hanoverian  chafieurs  pofiefled  them- 
felves  of  it  dire&ly,  and  his  Highnefs  alfo  went 
himfelf  there  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  their 
camp,  which  was  clearly  difcovered  from  the  ftee- 
ple  at  Crevelt.  He  did  not  think  fit  either  to  keep 
the  faid  poll,  or  to  make  any  change  in  the  pofi¬ 
tion  of  his  army  •,  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
ordered  the  chafieurs  and  hufiars  away  from  that 
place,  and  the  enemy  repoflefied  themfelves  of  it 
an  hour  afterwards. 

On  the  2 2d  his  Highnefs  went  again  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  particularly  on  the 
fide  of  St  Anthony,  on  the  heath,  which  led  to¬ 
wards  their  left.  And  although  he  found  many 
difficulties,  principally  on  account  of  the  country’s 
being  very  woody,  and  having  inclofures  fur- 
rounded  with  large  and  deep  ditches,  he  refolved 
to  march  the  next  day  to  the  enemy,  and  attack 
them  in  their  camp. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  army  was 
ordered  to  be  under  arms  on  June  23,  at  one  in 
the  morning,  and  nor  to  change  any  thing  in  the 
camp,  but  to  leave  all  their  baggage  in  it,  and 
wait  there  for  further  orders. 

He  affigned  the  command  of  the  whole  left  Order  of 
wing,  confiding  of  iS  battalions  and  28  fqua- 
drons,  to  Lieutenant  General  Sporcken,  and  gave 
the  command  of  the  right  wing,  compcfed  of  16 
battalions  and  14  fquadrons,  to  the  hereditary 
Prince  and  Major  General  Wangenheim  ;  which, 
by  the  addition  of  the  two  regiments  of  Prufiian 
dragoons,  Holftein  and  Finckenftein,  of  five 
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fquadrons  each,  made  a  corps  of  24  fquadrons,  to 
be  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Holftein,  as  the 
infantry  was  by  the  hereditary  Prihce. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  the  army  began  to 
move,  the  right  advanced  in  two  columns  as  far 
as  St. .  Anthony,  and  left  the  fame  difiance,  on 
the  plain  leading  to  Crevelt,  half  a  league  fhortof 
it,  where  they  halted  to  receive  frelh  orders.  His 
ITighnefs  Prince  Ferdinand  went  up  the  fteeple  of 
St.  Anthony,  and  fent  for  the  two  Princes  of  Hol- 
ftein  and  Brunfwick.  There  they  obferved  at  lei- 
fure  the  pofition  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  where  all 
was  very  quiet.  He  alfo  fent  for  feveral  perfons 
thither,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  country, 
to  learn  from  them  by  what  routs  he  could  ad¬ 
vance  by,  towards  the  enemy  ;  and  being  informed 
of  many  other  points,  abfolutely  necefiary  to  be 
known,  his  Highnefs  refolved  to  march  to  the  right, 
and  endeavour  to  come  up  with  the  enemy  by  the 
villages  of  Vorft  and  Anrath,  on  the  flank  of  their 
left  wing.  But,  in  order  to  raife  doubts  in  the 
enemy,  as  to  the  fide,  on  which  the  real  and  prin¬ 
cipal  attack  would  be  made,  he  gave  orders  for 
Lieutenant  General  Sporcken  to  fend  Lieutenant 
General  Oberg,  with  fix  battalions  of  the  fecond 
line,  Hodenberg’s  and  Bremer’s  regiments  of 
horfe,  and  that  of  the  body  guards,  towards  St. 
Anthony,  and  to  give  them  fix  12  pounders. 
Befides  this,  his  Highnefs  gave  orders,  that  when 
the  adlion  fhould  begin  on  the  enemy’s  left,  M. 
de  Sporcken,  by  way  of  Crevelt,  and  M.  d’Oberg, 
by  way  of  St.  Anthony,  fhould  do  their  utmoft 
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to  advance  and  penetrate  into  the  enemy’s  army  •,  A-  D-  • 

r  1  r  1  I7S8- 

but  however  not  tq  venture  too  tar,  unlels  they 
thou  Id  be  allured  that  his  attack  fucceeded  to  his 
with.  Elis  Highnefs  chiefly  recommended  it  to  His  High- 
them,  to  make  good  ufe  of  their  heavy  artillery,  ^ular  dT-" 
in  order  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  employ  their  at- 
tention  as  much  upon  their  right  wing  and  center,  artillery, 
as  on  their  left,  and  to  engage  and  divide  their  at¬ 
tention  equally  in  three  different  places,  which 
would  prevent  them  from  fending  any  reinforcement 
to  the  real  attack,  for  fear  of  weakening  them- 
felves  in  fume  part  or  other,  where  an  imprefilon 
might  be  made. 

The  difpofitions  being  made,  his  Highnefs  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  right 
wing,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and  taking  the 
road  that  leads  to  the  village  of  Vorft,  which  he 
left  on  his  right,  the  army  advanced  in  two  co-  Advanceth 
lumns  towards  Anrath,  where  there  was  a  detach-  co~ 
ment  of  400  of  the  enemy,  half  horfe  and  half 
foot,  who,  after  fome  difcharges  of  mufketry  on  Attacks  a 
each  fide,  fell  back  towards  their  camp,  which  theniemy. 
was  pot  above  half  a  mile  diftant  from  them,  and 
there  gave  the  alarm.  His  Highnefs  then  caufed 
the  troops  to  advance,  and  double  their  fpeed  to 
get  out  of  the  defiles;  he  ranged  them  in  orderForms the 
of  battle  in  the  plain,  between  the  villages  of )j”e  of  bat-' 
Anrath  and  Willich,  and  marched  diredtly  to¬ 
wards  the  wood,  which  covered  their  left.  Before 
Prince  Ferdinand  gave  the  order  for  attacking,  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  for  near  a  minute,  and 
then  drawing  his  fword,  faid,  “  Brethren,  we 
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A.  D.  ee  have  a  good  caufe,  put  your  truft  in  Providence, 
I/58‘  “  you  fee  God  is  with  us,  the  wind  is  changed, 

tothePfoiC-h  “  and  it  is  now  on  our  fide.” 
diers.  At  one  o’clock  at  noon,  the  enemy  began  to 

Engages  act.  The  Duke  caufed  his  artillery  forthwith  to 
the  enemy.  acjvancej  which,  being  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of 

the  enemy,  facilitated  the  means  of  his  infantry’s 
forming  themfelves  over  againft  the  wood,  and  of 
his  cavalry’s  extending  upon  his  right  towards 
the  village  of  Willich,  making  a  fhew  as  if  they 
defigned  to  turn  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  to  take 
them  in  the  rear.  After  a  canonade  as  violent  as 
it  was  well  fupported,  his  Highnefs  faw  plainly, 
that  he  mult  come  to  the  point  of  endeavouring 
In  a  wood,  to  force  the  enemy  out  of  the  wood  by  fmall 
arms ;  wherefore  the  Hereditary  Prince  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  firfb  line,  that  is  to  fay,  of  two 
battalions  of  the  grenadiers  of  Schulenbourg  and 
Schack,  of  the  regiments  of  Block,  Sporcken, 
Plardenberg,  Wangenheim,  Poft  and  Dreves ;  and 
advanced,  with  the  whole  front,  diredly  towards 
the  wood.  The  fire  then  became  there  extremely 
hot  on  each  fide,  and  neither  difcontinued,  nor,  in 
any  degree  diminilhed,  for  two  hours  and  an  half. 
In  the  mean  while  all  the  other  battalions  entered, 
Jikewife,  the  wood  ;  fo  that  there  remained  but 
eight  fquadrons,  which  formed  a  corps  of  referve, 
upon  the  plain,  ready  to  be  employed  where  cir- 
cumftances  faould  require. 

The  other  fixteen  fquadrons,  which  were  upon 
our  right,  never  could  penetrate  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  wood,  on  account  of  two  batteries,  which 
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the  enemy  had  placed  there,  and  which  were  •  A^D. 
fuftained  by  above  40  fquadrons.  In  fhort,  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  hereditary 
Prince,  affifted  by  the  Major  Generals  Kiltnan- 
fegge  and  Wangenheim,  gave  orders  for  an  attack 
to°  be  made,  by  the  grenadiers,  upon  the  two 
ditches  that  were  in  the  wood,  and  that  were  lined 
with  the  enemy’s  infantry  :  and  they  were  forced 
one  after  the  other.  The  other  regiments  of  in¬ 
fantry  did  the  fame  all  along  their  front.  By  Enemy 
which  means  part  of  the  enemy  s  infantry  was  of  the 
entirely  thrown  into  confufion,  and  retired  out  of  wood- 
the  wood  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  without  ever  being 
able  to  rally.  The  Planoverian  foot  followed 
them,  but  without  venturing  to  purfue  them,  on 
account  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  terrible  fire  of  our  artillery,  not  only 
kept  the  beft  countenance  poffible,  but  even  co¬ 
vered  their  infantry  that  was  flying,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  prated  them  from  our  cavalry,  that, 
between  five  and  fix  in  the  evening,  had  found 
means  to  gain  the  plain.  The  Heffian  dragoons, 
and  the  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  fame  nation, 
had  two  fhocks  with  the  royal  carabineers  of  Pro¬ 
vence,  and  the  regiment  of  Rouflillon,  and  broke 
them.  This  was  all  that  the  cavalry  had  to  do  in 
this  day.  A  fquadron  of  the  carabineers  attempt¬ 
ed  to  penetrate  through  our  infantry,  and  attacked 
the  battalions  of  Poft  and  Dreves,  but  with  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs;  and  though  about  40  of  them  did 
indeed  force  their  way,  they  were  never  able  to 
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A-  r;  rejoin  their  corps,  and  were  all  killed  either  by 
I75b‘  fhot  or  bayonet. 

The  flight  The  enemy  then  did  not  think  proper,  or  find 
enemy.  themfelves  in  a  condition,  to  diipute  the  ground 
any  longer,  but  retired  towards  Vifchell,  and  from 
thence  took  the  road  that  leads  towards  Nuys. 
In  the  flight  they  loft  a  great  number  of  men  and 
hor  fes. 

During  this  whole  affair,  the  fire  of  the  artillery 
of  the  Generals  Sporken  and  Oberg  had  done 
great  execution  but  as  the  diftance  they  were  at, 
made  them  uncertain,  as  to  the  turn  affairs  had 
taken  on  the  Prince’s  fide,  they  never  ventured 
to  attack  the  enemy’s  front,  oppofite  to  them  ;  fo 
that  the  enemy’s  right  wing  and  center  retired,  in 
the  greateft  order,  towards  Nuys,  leaving  the  allies 
matters  of  the  field  of  battle,  after  a  lofs  on  their 
fide,  of  between  feven  and  eight  thoufand  men 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners. 

Lofs.  Such  was  the  end  of  this  adtion,  which  coft 

our  army  io  officers,  17  fubal terns,  269  common 
men,  and  97  horfes  killed  :  15  officers,  38  fub- 
alterns,  701  common  men,  and  55  horfes  dan- 
geroufly  wounded:  19  officers,  38  fubalterns, 
372  common  men,  and  five  horfes  flightly  wound¬ 
ed  :  33  foldiers,  and  27  horfes  miffing.  So  that 
the  whole  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  amounts 
to  44  officers,  93  fubalterns,  1375  common  men, 
and  184  horfes.  On  the  fide  of  the  French,  the 
chevalier  de  Muy,  Lieutenant  General,  received 
three  wounds,  one  on  the  head,  and  two  in  the 
arm  ;  the  Count  de  Gifors  was  mortally  wounded 
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as  was  alfo  the  Count  de  MaiUe,  colonel  of  the  A.  D. 
regiment  of  Conde.  The  Duke  de  Montmorenci, 
colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Touraine,  was  alfo 
dangeroufly  wounded,  as  was  likewife  the  Count 
de  Lauraguais,  colonel  of  that  of  Roufillon. 

Colonel  Lochman  had  his  arm  broke.  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Efcher,  with  four  captains  and  feven- 
teen  other  officers  of  the  fame  regiment,  were  like¬ 
wife  wounded.  Six  or  eight  regiments  were  en~ 

\ 

tirely  ruined. 

There  were  found  on  the  field  of  battle  two 
uniforms  with  the  enfigns  of  the  order  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  four 
pounders,  feven  ftandards,  two  pair  of  kettle¬ 
drums,  and  twenty-two  officers  of  diftindhon  were 
taken  in  the  purfuit.  When  Prince  Ferdinand 
went  the  next  day  to  view  the  field  of  battle,  and 
the  principal  officers  made  him  their  compliments  PnnceFer- 
upon  the  victory,  he  faid,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  humanity. 
«  Gentlemen,  I  befeech  you  fay  nothing  more  of 
“  that  kind’,  look  upon  thofe  bloody  carcafes, 

C*  that  deform  the  field :  this  is  the  tenth  that  in 
the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  feen,  and  I  fin¬ 


es  cerely  pray  God  it  may  be  the  laft. 

The  light  troops  were  fent  to  harrafs  the  ene¬ 
my’s  retreat  •,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening  all  our 
three  different  corps  joined  each  other  in  the  field, 
from  whence  the  enemy  had  been  driven,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  all  night  under  arms. 

It  was  faid  that  the  French  were  65,000  firong, 
and  the  Britiffi  army  not  more  than  30,000 ;  that 

the  French  were  forced  againft  their  will  to  fight; 

and 
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A.  D.  and  that  they  ran  away,  loft  their  tents,  baggage, 
I'rs8,  and  cannon  e. 

Prince 


e  The  following  is  Count  de  Clermont’s  relation  of  the 
battle  on  the  23d  of  June  at  Crevelt. 

“  On  the  2 2d  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Count  de  Clermont 
having  received  advice  that  the  enemy,  who  were  encamped 
from  Kempen  to  Hulfte,  were  preparing  to  come  and  attack 
him,  he  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for  their  reception.  On 
the  23d,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  his  Serene  Highnefs  was  in¬ 
formed  that  feveral  columns  of  the  enemy  were  in  light, 
inarching  up  to  his  camp.  He  immediately  put  his  whole 
army  under  arms.  The  right  extended  to  the  wood  at  Vifche- 
lon,  from  whence  it  lined  the  Landverth  as  far  as  the  farm  of 
Hokelxmey.  A  little  further,  in  the  fame  line,  towards  An- 
rath  (in  which  was  the  royal  legion)  he  polled  four  battalions. 
He  alfo  placed  oppofite  to  the  farm  of  Hermefdeck,  a  re- 
ferve,  confiding  of  caribaneers  and  dragoons.  On  the  right 
was  another  fervice,  compofed  of  the  grenadiers  of  France, 
and  the  royal  grenadiers,  and,  the  brigade  of  Navarre.  Be¬ 
hind  the  foot,  in  the  center,  were  two  lines  of  horfe.  Cre¬ 
velt  was  occupied  by  4  detachment  of  800  foot,  horfe,  and. 
huffars. 

“  Such  were  our  difpofitions,  when  the  enemy  prefented 
themfelves,  approaching  infenfibly  to  Crevelt  on  the  right,  to 
Anrath  on  the  left,  and  to  the  farm  of  Hokelxmey  in  the  cen¬ 
ter.  His  Serene  Highnefs,  after  fome  Ikirmilhing,  made  the 
detachment  at  Crevelt,  which  was  polled  there  only  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  fall  back  upon  the  line.  He  alfo 
made  the  royal  legion  join  the  left  wing. 

“  About  noon  the  enemy  made  their  difpofitions  for  at¬ 
tacking  us  in  three  different  parts.  They  fell  on  Anrath  full, 
which  could  not  be  defended,  becaufe  it  was  too  far  dillant 
from  the  left  of  our  line.  From  thence  the  enemy  advanced 
to  the  plain  between  the  Niers  and  a  fmall  wood  that  runs  pa¬ 
rallel  to  that  river.  His  Serene  Highnefs  had  lined  this  wood 
with  15  battalions,  compofed  of  the  brigades  de  la  Marine, 
de  Touraine,  and  the  detached  regiments  of  Brancas  and 

Loch- 
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Prince  Ferdinand  refolved  now  to  lay  fiege  to 
Duffeldorp,  a  <$ty  that  belonged  to  the  Prince 


Lochman,  and  30  fquadrons,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  enemy, 
if  they  (hould  attempt  to  advance  that  way. 

“  The  enemy  began  their  three  attacks  at  one  time.  His 
Serene  Highnefs  foon  perceived  that  their  real  attack  was  that 
in  the  wood  on  the  left.  He  fent  for  the  referve,  which  con  - 
filled  of  the  grenadiers  of  France,  the  royal  grenadiers,  and 
the  brigade  of  Navarre.  But  by  an  inconceivable  fatality, 
the  officers,  whom  his  Serene  Highnefs  ordered  to  bring  up 
thefe  brigades,  milled  them,  and  this  referve  did  not  come  up 
foon  enough.  The  fifteen  battalions,  after  fultaining  a  fire  of 
three  hours,  and  repulfing  the  enemy  three  times,  were  at  laft 
obliged  to  fall  back,  after  fuffering  great  lofs,  and  caufing  the 
enemy  to  fuffer  a  greater,  who  finding  the  fire  of  our  infantry 
llacken,  drew  up  in  the  plain.  His  Serene  Highnefs  ordered 
the  carabineers  and  the  two  battalions  of  horfe  of  Royal  Rouf- 
fillon  and  Aquitaine  to  charge  them.  The  enemy  were  driven 
back  to  the  wood.  But  as  they  had  their  principal  force  in 
that  part,  and  could  bring  up  freffi  troops  every  minute,  they 
again  poured  into  the  plain  in  greater  numbers ;  and  it  was  no 
linger  poffible  for  the  cavalry  to  attack  them  with  advantage. . 

«  As  the  referve  which  his  Serene  Highnefs  fent  for,  did 
not  come  up,  he  gave  orders  for  a  retreat,  which  was  made  in 
the  greateft  order,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  follow  us,  and  our 
a*rmy  arrived  at  Neufs  without  being  annoyed  in  the  leafl  on 
its  march.  We  brought  off  our  wounded.  His  Serene  High¬ 
nefs  judging  his  pofition  at  Neufs  to  be  improper,  either  for 
waiting  for  the  enemy,  or  for  marching  to  them,  m  come, 
after  halting  there  one  day,  to  encamp  at  Woringhen  ”  _ 


.Cl  - >  *  r  •  1 

The  people  at  Paris  received  the  news  of  this  defeat  with 
n _ _  „  i»H-„r  uArten  on  that  occaficn  will  ferve. 
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Palatine;  but  lent  to  the  French  fora  place  of 
arms  and  magazines ;  garrifoned  with  2000  men. 
In  this  meafure  his  Serene  Highnefs  had  two  views; 
either  to  deftroy  their  magazines  in  this  town  and 
make  the  garrifon  prifoners  ;  or  to  force  the  army 
to  refcue  its  complete  ruin,  in  their  relief.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  28th,  he  appeared  before  DufTeldorp, 
Bombard-  an^  fummoned  it  to  furrender  ;  four  batteries  were 
ereded,  and  plyed  the  town  very  brifldy  with 
bombs  and  bullets ;  fo  that,  in  the  fpace  of  five 
days  they  beat  down  and  reduced  80  houfes  to  afhes, 
and  damaged  many  more,  amongft  which  were 
the  Eledor’s  palace,  feveral  churches  and  other 
public  and  ftately  buildings :  under  whofe  heaps 
of  rubbifh  many  perfons  perifhed.  On  the  3d  of 

of  the  true  caufes  of  this  new  difgrace  to  our  arms,  whilft  we 
deplore  the  lofs  of  fo  many  gallant  men,  we  cannot  help  at¬ 
tributing  it  to  the  levity  and  paffion  for  pleafure  that  prevails 
at  prefent ;  and  which  are  attended  with  diffipation,  incapa¬ 
city,  and  continual  craving.  I  nftead  of  ftudying  their  duty,  and 
qualifying  themfelves  to  difcharge  it ;  inftead  of  attending  to 
the  welfare  and  intereft  of  their  country,  and  ftriftly  following 
the  King’s  intentions  and  commands,  we  fee,  to  the  difgrace 
of  the  nation,  that  moil  of  the  leading  men  in  our  army  have 
minded  only  the  enriching  themfelves  by  the  deflation  and 
ruin  of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  whilft  they  authorize  by  their 
example,  and  for  their  own  private  gain,  corruption  and 
frauds  in  the  coinmiflaries,  they  have  deftroyed  an  army, 
which,  under  a  Marfhal  Saxe,  would  have  given  law  to  all 
Germany.  Hence  we  fee  the  Baftile  fill  :  three  officers  of 
high  rank  are  juft  now  fent  thither,  and  no  lefs  than  twelve 
were  lodged  in  it  before.  Thefe  afts  of  juft  feverity  will,  we 
hope,  bring  back  the  antient  lpirit  of  honour,  difcipline,  and 
ceconomy,  by  which  our  generals  and  officers  were  diftinguifhed 
in  former  times.” 

3  July 
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July  Prince  Ferdinand  being  applied  to  by  the  A.  D. 
principal  burghers,  for  leave  for  the  towns  people  ‘7S  ' 
to  withdraw  with  their  effects,  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  was  granted  for  a  certain  time  :  during 
which,  the  governor,  having  no  expectations  of 
relief,  capitulated  for  the  garrifon  to  march  out  ^itu‘ 
with  the  honours  of  war  :  but  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  ftores,  ammunition,  provifion,  and  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  fine  train  of  French  artillery,  were  de¬ 
livered  up  with  the  city. 

The  battle  of  Crevelt  and  the  lofs  of  Duffel-  Prince  of 
dorp,  finiihed  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  gi’ve‘ 
Clermont,  for  he  was  fuperfeded  by  Mo  de  Con- 
tades,  who  was  charged  with  the  command  of  the  m.  Con- 
French  forces  on  the  Rhine,  till  the  arrival  of  M. 
de  Eftrees,  reftored.  But  all  this  adverfe  fortune 
did  not  divert  the  attention  of  the  French  miniftry 
from  their  original  plan  of  operations  againft  thofe 
countries,  from  which  their  grand  army  had  been 
fo  lately  driven,  with  fuch  difgrace.  Prince  Sou-  Prince 
bize  was  ordered  to  march  with  the  army  under  marches 
his  command,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  Land- for  He‘Te” 
gravate  of  Hefle.  But  he  was  not  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  thefe  orders  with  the  fuccels  his  court  ex¬ 
pected.  For,  as  his  vanguard  attempted  to  take  His  van 
poll  at  Otterheim,  between  Jieffen  and  Marpurg,  by  the  mi 
the  Heffian  militia  came  fuddenly  upon  them,  and  litia- 
killed  or  took  them  prifoners,  though  they  were 
a  feleCt  corps  dravfn  out  of  two  regiments  and 
Fifcher’s  troops.  Flad  this  defeat  been  properly 

improved  by  the  regular  troops  then  affembling 

der 
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under  Prince  Yfenberg,  Hefle  would  have  had  nor¬ 
thing  more  to  fear  from  a  French  inv&fion. 

This  march  of  the  Prince  of  Soubize  was  in¬ 
tended  to  drive  Prince  Ferdinand  back  from  the 
Rhine,  or  at  lead  to  divide  his  forces  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  countries  of  the  Britifh  allies.  But 
his  Serene  Plighnefs  had  formed  a  counter  plan, 
either  to  cut  off  Soubize’s  army  in  Heffe,  or  to 
oblige  him  to  come  to  the  affiftance  of  M.  de 
Contades.  For  this  purpofe  Prince  Yfenberg 
had  orders  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
on  that  fide,  with  every  art,  without  rifking  a  bat¬ 
tle,  till  the  laft  pufh,  and  in  the  moft  advantage¬ 
ous  fituation.  By  this  means  his  Serene  Highnefs 
FercH-inCC  h°Ped  to  gain  time,  till  he  fhould  be  {Lengthened 
Hand’s  v/ith  the  Britifh  troops,  confiding  of  2068  men, 

conduct  on  * 

this  occa-  and  3000  horfes,  which  had  embarked,  and  were 
daily  expected  in  his  army,  by  the  way  of  Emb- 
den.  In  the  mean  time  his  Serene  Highnefs 
marched  to  Ruremond  on  the  Maefe,  with  a  de- 
fign  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into  the  enemy’s 
country  *,  which,  feconded  by  the  naval  operations 
on  feveral  parts  of  the  coad  of  France,  was  ex- 
pe<51ed  to  oblige  Soubize’s  army  and  all  their 
forces  to  haden  back  from  Germany,  to  defend 
their  own  country  f.  How  this  excellent  plan 
failed  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  hidory. 

f  A  plan  that  feems  to  have  been  concerted  with  the  Britifti 
miniftry,  and  by  them  formed  upon  the  moft  obvious  and  moft 
apparent  circumftance  to  promife  fuccefs,  when  our  army  was 
fluihed  with  viftory,  and  had  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  the  French 
in  no  condition  to  ftop  their  progrefs,  without  manifeftly  weak¬ 
ening  every  part  of  their  German  plan  of  operations. 
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As  foon  as  our  miniftry  received  advice  of  the  A.  D. 
victory  gained  by  Prince  Ferdinand  at  Crevelt,  I75§' 
and  of  the  furrender  of  Duffeldorp  to  his  arms,  Bntdh  ^ 
he  was  ordered  to  maintain  his  ftation,  with  pro-  dered  for 
mife  of  an  immediate  reinforcement  of  Britilh Geimany" 
troops,  which  he  had  long  follicited  ;  and  with 
them  to  penetrate  into  the  enemy’s  country,  as 
foon  as  he  ffiould  have  notice  of  the  execution  of 
a  fecret  expedition,  then  under  confideration  to 
favour  his  operations. 

The  troops,  in  number  2068  men  and  3000  Embark~ 
horfes,  were  Flipped  off  for  Germany,  and  arrived  edo 
at  Embden  on  the  20th  day  of  July  s,  under  the 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord 
George  Sackville,  who  preferred  this  fervice  on 
the  continent,  (as  more  agreeable  to  their  own  fen» 
timents  in  favour  of  a  continental  war)  to  any 
connections  with  naval  operations  on  the  coaft  of 
France :  And  this  diffike  to  expeditions  againft 
the  coaft  of  France  diffufed  itfelf  fo  fafhionably 
amongft  the  friends  of  continental  meafures  and 
the  military  officers,  that  the  government  was  at 
laft  driven  to  fuch  an  alternative,  that  they  muft 

S  The  generals  and  regiments  of  horfe  and  foot,  fent  to  Germany , 
to  join  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  under  the  command  of  Privet 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick. 

Generals.  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Lord  George  Sackville, 

Marquis  of  Granby,  General  Waldegrave,  General  Sir  John 
Whiteford,  Major-General  Kingfley. 

Horfe.  Blue’s,  Bland’s,  Howard’s,  Scots  Grays,  General 
Cholmondeley’s,  Sir  John  Mordaunt’s. 

Foot.  Napier’s,  Kingfley ’s,  Iiuike’s,  Hume’s,  Stuart’s, 
Brndenell’s,  from  Embden,  replaced  by  400  invalids. 

either 
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A.  D.  either  accept  of  a  general,  that  had  fcarce  ever 
l~ 5s-  been  remembered  amongft  the  rewards  of  merit, 
Bii^'why  who  was  now  fent  for  from  Ireland,  upon  a  quite 
appointed  different  command  and  fervice,  and  almoft  worn 
command  out  in  the  Fervice  of  his  country,  and  with  age-,  or 
ciier-A  give  UP  the  thoughts  of  a  litoral  war  upon  France, 
bomg.  The  minifter,  reduced  to  this  dilemma,  was  too 
A  defcent  weq  convinced  of  the  expediency  and  neceffitv  of 

refolved  on  1 

by  the  mi-  this  kind  of  attack  upon  our  enemy,  either  to  be 
difcouraged  by  the  bad  countenance,  with  which 
the  laft  expedition  had  been  conduced  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  country  ;  or  to  be  compelled,  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  military  gentlemen,  not  to  relume  the 
plan  of  another  defcent  upon  the  fame  coaft.  A 
mifcarriage  under  the  prefent  circumftances  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  national  interefh. 
Why?  than  no  attempt.  A  defcent  muft  be  made  to 
caufe  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  our  allies ;  to  en¬ 
gage  the  enemy  to  employ  in  their  own  defence, 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  forces ;  and  to  difturb 
and  (hake  the  credit  of  their  public  loans :  a 

Bligh,  or  a - ,  with  the  character  of  an  ho- 

neft  and  brave  foldier,  trained  up  in  the  art  of 
war,  and  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  was  as  ca¬ 
pable  of  this  command,  as  any  of  thofe  great 
names,  that  had  rejected  the  offer.  Time  was  pre¬ 
cious  :  the  fervice  was  neceffary  :  the  minifler  did 
The  com-  not  hefitate  a  moment.  Lieutenant  General  Bligh, 
inanders  j  had  been  fent  for  from  Jreland  to  command 

by  lea  and 

land.  the  troops  going  to  Germany,  was  greatly  fur- 
prized  on  his  arrival  at  London,  that  his  deftina- 
tionwas  changed  for  the  command  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion, 
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tiOn,  which  had  been  refufed  by  thofe  concerned  A.D. 

7  1750. 

in  the  former :  however  he  was  appointed  to  the 
command  by  land.  Who  thought  it  his  duty 
to  accept  thereof-,  and  got  ready  in  three  days 
after,  to  carry  his  inftruftions  h  into  execution, 

though 

h  Secret  inftruBions  for  our  trujly  and  well  helo<ved  Thomas  Bligh - 
Efqi  Lieutenant  General  of  our  forces,  whom  we  have  appointed 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  and  fingular  our  troops 
and  land  forces,  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  for  afecret  expedi¬ 
tion  for  our  fervice ;  or  fuch  other  officer,  on  whom  the  command 
in  chief  of  our  f aid  troops  and  land  forces  may  devolve.  Given 
at  our  court  at  Kenfington  the  18  th  day  of  July,  1758,  in  the 
thirtyfecond year  of  our  reign . 

Having  by  our  commiffion,  bearing  date  the  1 3th  day  of 
this  inftant,  appointed  you  to  be  General  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  and  fingular  our  forces  appointed,  or  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  a  fecret  expedition  ;  for  your  better  difcharge  of 
the  great  and  important  truft  thereby  repofed  in  you,  we  have 
judged  it  proper  to  give  you  the  following  inftruftions. 

I.  You  fhall,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  thefe  our  in- 
ftruttions,  repair  to  the  Hie  of  Wight,  where  we  have  appoint¬ 
ed  ihips  to  convey  you,  and  the  forces  under  your  command, 
to  the  coall  of  France  ;  and  fo  foon  as  the  laid  forces  fhall  be 
embarked,  you  fhall  accordingly  proceed  without  lofs  of  time, 
under  convoy  of  fuch  of  our  Ihips  of  war  as  {hall  be  judged 
proper  for  that  purpofe.  And  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Ri¬ 
chard  Howe,  Efq;  whom  we  have  appointed  Commander  in 
Chief  of  ourfaid  (hips,  is  inftru&ed  to  co-operate  with  you, 
and  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  in  all  fuch  enterprizes,  as  by 
thefe  our  inftruftions,  you  fhall  be  directed  to  undertake,  for 
our  fervice. 

II.  Whereas  we  have  determined,  with  the  blefiing  of  God, 
to  profecute  the  juil  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged  againft  the 
French  King,  with  the  utmoft  vigour ;  and  it  being  highly  ex¬ 
pedient,  and  of  the  greateft  utility,  to  continue  fome  expedi- 
Vol.  III.  M  Hon, 

24 
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•A.  D.  though  he  forefaw  the  uncertainty  of  the  event  *,  for 
'7;>8'  the  people  at  Cherburg,  the  only  place  fixed  upon 

in 

tion,  that  may  caufe  a  diverfion,  and  engage  the  enemy  to 
employ,  in  their  own  defence,  a  confiderable  part  of  their 
forces,  deftined  to  invade  and  opprefs  the  liberties  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  and  to  fubvert  the  independency  of  Europe  ;  and,  if 
pcffible,  to  make  fome  effedtual  impreffion  on  the  enemy, 
which,  by  difturbing  and  lhaking  the  credit  of  their  public 
loans,  and  at  the  fame  time  fecuring  and  protefling  the  com¬ 
merce  of  our  own  fubjedls,  by  ftriking  at  the  principal  feats  of 
their  privateers,  as  well  as  by  difconcerting,  and  in  part  fru¬ 
itrating,  their  dangerous  and  extenfive  operations  of  war, 
may  refledl  luftre  on  our  arms,  and  add  life  and  ftrength  to 
the  common  caufe  :  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  exert 
your  utmoll  endeavours  to  land,  if  it  (hould  be  found  practicable, 
with  the  troops  under  your  command,  at  or  near  Cherburg,  on 
the  coaft  of  Normandy,  and  to  attack  the  batteries,  forts  and 
town  of  Cherburg;  and  in  cafe,  by  the  bleffmg  of  God  upon 
our  arms,  the  faid  place  fhall  be  carried,  and  that  our  troops 
lhall  be  able  to  maintain  themfelves  there,  a  competent  time, 
for  demolilhing  and  deltroying  the  port  and  bafon,  together 
with  all  the  {hips,  naval  {lores  and  works,  batteries,  fortifica¬ 
tions,  arfenals,  and  magazines,  thereunto  belonging,  you  are 
to  ufe  all  poffible  means,  effedlually  to  demolilh  and  deftrov 
the  fame  ;  and  you  are  alfo  to  exert  fuch  other  efforts,  as  yon 
lhall  judge  moft  proper,  to  annoy  and  diftrefs  the  enemy.— 
When  this  fervice  fhall  be  completed,  or  in  cafe  the  attack 
abovementionea  on  Cherburg  {hall  not  fucceed,  our  will  and 
pleafure  is,  that  you  do  proceed  to  carry  a  warm  alarm  along 
the  coaft  of  France,  and  to  make  defeents  upon  any  part,  or 
parts  thereof;  and  attack  any  place,  that  may  be  found  pradfi- 
cable,  from  the  eaftermoft  point  of  Normandy,  as  far  weft- 
ward  as  Morlaix,  inclufive  ;  and  you  are  to  carry  into  execu¬ 
tion  all,  or  any  of  the  above  operations,  in  fuch  order  of 
time,  as  from  the  circumftances  of  the  wind  and  weather, 
lhall  be  moft  advifeable,  and  moft  conducive  to  our  fervice  j 

and 
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in  his  inflruflions,  having  been  already  alarmed, 
were  prepared  to  receive  him  i  befides  the  number 

of 

and  whereas  the  diverfion  hereby  propofed  to  be  made,  is  of 
the  highefl  importance  to  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  our 
\vill  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  continue  with  as  much  vigour, 
and  give  as  much  duration  to  the  various  operations  of  the 
prefent  expedition,  as  {hall  be  found  practicable,  and  confident 
with  the  good  of  our  fervice,  as  well  from  the  flrength  and 
tenable  tenure  of  any  place  or  port,  whereof  you  may  be¬ 
come  mailer,  as  from  the  force,  which  the  enemy  fhall  colleCI 
in  thofe  parts,  to  oppofe  you,  and  from  the  circumflances  and 
fituation  of  our  troops  and  Ihips  ;  during  which  time,  you  are 
to  exert  all  fuch  efforts  for  annoying  the  enemy,  as  you  fhall 
judge  proper  ;  and  you  are  in  all  cafes,  to  preferve,  with  the 
utmoll  attention  and  circumfpeCtion,  the  communication  with 
our  fhips. 

III.  Whereas  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  will  very  much 
depend  upon  an  entire  good  underflanding  between  our  land 
and  fea  officers ;  we  do  hereby  flriCtly  enjoin  and  require  you, 
on  your  part,  to  maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  a  good  under¬ 
flanding  and  agreement;  and  to  order,  that  the  foldiers  under 
your  command,  fhould  man  the  fhips,  when  there  fhall  be  oc- 
cafion  for  them,  and  when  they  can  be  fpared  from  the  land 
fervice ;  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  fquadron  is  in- 
ftruCted  on  his  part,  to  entertain  and  cultivate  the  fame  good 
underflanding  and  agreement,  and  to  order  the  failors  and 
marines,  under  his  command,  to  affifl  our  land  forces,  and  to 
man  the  batteries,  when  there  fhall  be  occafion  for  them,  and. 
when  they  can  be  fpared  from  the  fea  fervice  ;  and  in  order  to 
eftabiifh  the  ftriCtefl  union  that  may  be,  between  you  and  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  fhips,  you  are  hereby  required 
to  communicate  thefe  inflections  to  him,  and  he  will  be  di¬ 
rected  to  communicate  thofe,  he  fhall  receive,  to  you. 

IV.  You  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  you  fhall  have 
opportunity,  fend  conflant  accounts  of  your  proceedings,,  in  the 
execution  of  thefe  our  inflruCtions,  to  one  of  our  principal 
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of  troops  had  been  diminiflied  about  one  third 
part  by  ficknefs  •,  and  three  of  the  beft  battalions 
were  fent  to  Germany,  from  the  forces  employed 
at  St.  Maloes.  The  command  by  fea  was  given 
to  Richard  Howe,  Efq-,  now  Lord  Howe;  whofe 
behaviour  on  former  expeditions,  and  alacrity  in 
this  fervice,  had  in  a  particular  manner  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  favour  of  his  fovereign  :  and 
in  order  to  wipe  off  fome  of  that  difguft,  which 
might  have  diffufed  itfelf,  from  the  averfion  pro¬ 
pagated  by  the  late  commanders,  amongfi:  the 
army,  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  now 
Duke  of  York,  attended  with  many  volunteers  of 
noble  extra&ion,  and  gentlemen  of  merit  and,  for¬ 
tune,  was  pleafed  to  countenance  this  expedition 
with  his  prefence. 

Cherburg,  the  firft  and  chief  obje<5t  defined 
for  deftnnStion  by  this  armament,  is  a  city  and 
fea  port,  which,  both  by  its  fituation  and  im¬ 
provement  in  ftrength  and  commodioufnefs  for 
great  fhips,  promifed  in  time  to  become  thegreateft 
fcourge  of  the  Britifh  coaft,  and  the  terror  of  our 
navigation  in  the  channel.  The  town  is  fituated 
in  a  plain,  within  the  diftridl  of  La  Hogue,  on 

fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  from  whom  you  will  receive  fuch  further 
orders  and  inftru&ions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give  you. 

V.  In  cafe  the  circumftances  of  our  troops  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  or  any  urgent  neceffity,  fhould  require  leaving  the 
coafts  of  France,  before  you  can  receive  our  orders  for  that 
purpofe ;  you  are,  in  cafe  of  fuch  neceffity,  to  return  to 
England,  and  land  the  troops  at  fuch  of  our  ports,  as  fhall 
be  molt  convenient. 
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to  Richard  Howe,  Efq;  now  Lord  Howe  j  whofe 
behaviour  on  former  expeditions,  and  alacrity  in 
this  fervice,  had  in  a  particular  manner  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  favour  of  his  fovereign  :  and 
in  order  to  wipe  off  fome  of  that  difguft,  which 
might  have  diffufed  itfelf,  from  the  averfion  pro¬ 
pagated  by  the  late  commanders,  amongft  the 
army,  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Edward,  now 
Duke  of  York,  attended  with  many  volunteers  of 
noble  extra&ion,  and  gentlemen  of  merit  and,  for¬ 
tune,  was  pleafed  to  countenance  this  expedition 
with  his  prefence. 

Cherburg  Cherburg,  the  firft  and  chief  objedt  deftined 
for  deftrudtion  by  this  armament,  is  a  city  and 
lea  port,  which,  both  by  its  fituation  and  im¬ 
provement  in  {Length  and  commodioufnefs  for 
great  {hips,  promifed  in  time  to  become  the  greatefl: 
fcourge  of  the  Britifh  coaft,  and  the  terror  of  our 
navigation  in  the  channel.  The  town  is  fituated 
in  a  plain,  within  the  diftridt  of  La  Hogue,  on 

fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  from  whom  you  will  receive  fuch  further 
orders  and  inftru&ions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give  you. 

V.  In  cafe  the  circumftances  of  our  troops  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  or  any  urgent  neceflity,  fhould  require  leaving  the 
coafls  of  France,  before  you  can  receive  our  orders  for  that 
purpofe ;  you  are,  in  cafe  of  fuch  neceflity,  to  return  to 
England,  and  land  the  troops  at  fuch  of  our  ports,  as  Hull 
be  moil  convenient. 
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the  north  fide  of  Lower  Normandy,  and  in  that  ^D. 
part  of  the  province  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Peninfula  Cotentin,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large 
bay,  formed  like  a  crefcent,  by  the  Capes  Bar- 
fleur  and  La  Hogue.  On  the  north  it  is  bounded 
by  the  fea :  on  the  eaft  by  a  large  plain,  about 
three  miles  long  :  on  the  weft  by  another  plain, 
about  a  mile  and  half  in  length  ;  and  on  the  fouth 
by  an  agreeable  profpedt  of  fruitful  ground,  and 
the  hill  of  Roule,  on  whofe  fummit  is  the  great 
foreft  of  Brix  andTurlaville  *,  about  70  miles  from 

Portfmouth. 

It  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  place  of  fome  A  g™ 
confequence,  both  for  defence,  and  for  annoying  qUence. 
the  Britilh  coaft :  for  which  purpofe  it  had  been 
well  fortified.  But  in  1687,  Lewis  XIV.  with 
the  advice  of  Marlhal  Vauban,  gave  orders  to 
have  it  fortified  in  the  modern  way,  and  to  add  a 
capacious  bafon  to  the  harbour,  for  the  reception 
cf  a  large  fleet  of  men  of  war.  In  confequence  of 
this  refolution  the  new  works  were  immediately 
begun,  and  the  wall  was  carried  a  great  height  in 
the  year  1688.  But  in  the  following  year  both 
the  old  and  new  fortifications  were  demohfhed  ; 
nothing  remaining  but  two  towers,  part  of  the 
old  fortifications  •,  one  of  which  was  converted  into 
a  magazine  of  gunpowder. 

The  town  contains  about  6000  inhabitants^*!^ 
Out  of  which  is  formed  a  militia,  confiding  or 
four  companies,  commanded  by  a  major,  an  aid-  6ac.  gM. 
major,  four  captains,  four  lieutenants,  and  four 
enfio-ns  or  fecond  lieutenants :  and  a  party  or  this 

M  ^  militia. 
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A.  D.  militia,  draughted  out  of  each  company,  mounts 
I758‘  guard  daily. 

Here  are  five  forts  upon  the  bay  ;  the  Turla- 
ville  redoubt,  the  Longlette,  the  Galette,  the 
Equerdreville  and  the  Cherfeville.  In  time  of 
war,  a  fourth  part,  and  fometimes  one  half,  or 
more,  of  the  citizens  are  obliged  to  keep  conftant 
guard  in  the  Galette,  the  moft  confiderable  fort  ; 
becaufe  the  fhips  fhelter  themfelves  under  this  fort, 
till  they  get  water  enough  to  carry  them  into  the 
harbour.  The  Turlaville  is  fituated  S.  E.  of 
the  town,  the  other  forts  towards  the  W.  and 
N.  W. 

Harbour.  The  harbour  lies  on  the  E.  and  S.  Tides  of  the 
town,  and  the  entrance  to  it  is  S.  and  N.  The 
tide  here  is  13  or  14  feet,  at  high  water:  at  low 
water  there  remains  no  more  than  the  water  of 
the  river :  and  it  is  fecured  from  the  violence  of 
the  N.  E.  winds  by  the  ifand  of  Pelee,  which  lies 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  the  N.  E.  in  ex¬ 
tent  400  fathoms  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  and  300 
from  E.  N.  E.  to  W.  S.  W.  Within  was  the  ba- 
fon,  which  with  the  piers,  had  coft  the  crown  of 
France  upwards  of  one  million  flerling. 

Expedition  Againft  this  place  Commodore  Howe,  with  his 
fleet  fails.  fleeE  and  tranfports,  Lieutenant-General  Bligh, 
and  his  troops  on  board,  fet  fail  from  St.  Helen’s 
on  the  firft  day  of  Auguft.  They  arrived  in  Cher- 
burg  road  at  feven  in  the  evening,  on  the  fixth 
of  the  fame  month  :  and  in  an  hour’s  time  the 
bombs  began  to  play  upon  the  town.  At  feven 
next  morning  the  fleet  got  underway,  and  at  nine 
1  came 
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came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Marais,  two  ^D. 
leagues  weft  of  Cherburg,  where  about  3000  of 
the  enemy,  horfe  and  foot,  appeared  behind  the 
fand-banks,  as  if  they  intended  to  difpute  the 
landing  of  our  troops.  But  the  difpofitions  being 
made  °ior  a  defcent,  the  grenadiers  and  guards 
landed  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  about  two  in  the 
-afternoon,  under  the  covert  of  a  fmart  fire  from 
the  frigates,  bombs  floops,  and  armed  cutters. 

His  Majefty’s  troops,  having  made  the  fhore,  Lai,c" 
formed  a  ftand  with  all  the  chearfulnefs  imagin¬ 
able,  under  the  command  of  General  Drury,  who 
marched  them  up  to  the  poft  of  the  enemy,  and 
received  three  fires  before  he  began  the  attack  •, 
which  was  executed  with  fuch  fpirit  and  vigour, 
that  the  French  quitted  their  poft,  and  were  pur- 
fued  with  great  {laughter,  efpecially  amongft  the 
horfe,  fkulking  in  hedges  and  ditches ;  with  the 
lofs  of  only  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded  on 
our  fide.  Here  alio  were  taken  two  pieces  of  biafs 
cannon,  drawn  down  to  this  beach  to  oppofe  our 
troops  in  their  landing.  It  was  not  till  next  morn¬ 
ing  that  the  horfe  and  artillery  landed  :  which  was 
effected  without  moleftation.  The  army  imme¬ 
diately  formed,  and  at  noon  marched  forward  in 
two  columns  to  Cherburg  •,  and  as  they  approached 
the  garrifon  abandoned  the  place  :  fo  that  our  army 
entered  and  took  pofiefiion  thereof  without  oppofi- 
tion,  there  being  no  fortifications  to  defend  it, 

next  the  country. 

i  Which  were  charged  with  a  great  quantity  of  balls  aYd 
did  ereat  execution  amongft  the  French  cavalry.  • 
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A.  D.  A  manifefto  was  publilhed,  which  contained 
I7'8'  promifes  of  good  difcipline  and  protection  to  thofe, 
of  good 'fe  who  made  no  refinance.  This  quieted  the  appre- 
difcjphne.  henfions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  kept  them  from 
deferting  their  habitations ;  and  contributed  much 
to  that  civility,  with  which  they  received  their 
Englifh  guefts  •,  and  almoft  exceeded  the  careffes 
of  the  beft  friends. 

Remarks  But  neither  the  march  from  the  landing-place, 
on  thecon- nor  the  behaviour  of  our  army  under  thofe  fair 

duct  t  r  r 

the  cem-  promifes,  have  efcaped  cenfure.  As  the  enemy 
mander.  jj0verecj  about,  and  their  numbers  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  known,  it  was  thought  a  little  inconfiftent 
with  that  maxim  in  war,  never  to  occupy  any 
ground,  but  where  you  can  exert  your  whole  force 
to  the  beft  advantage,  for  the  Commander  in  Chief 
to  encamp  and  hamper  his  troops  in  fuch  a  con¬ 
fined  fituation,  that  the  ground  on  which  they 
laid  all  night  did  not  exceed  400  paces :  So  that 
had  the  enemy  attacked  them  in  the  front,  or 
on  the  left,  they  would  have  heen  obliged  to 
fight  with  infinite  difadvantage  •,  the  tents  being 
pitched  in  a  croijded  and  irregular  manner.  It 
was  owing  to  the  fame  inattention  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  had  caufe  to  complain  of  the  outrage? 
committed  by  our  foldiers.  It  was  not  fufficient 
to  prevent  diforders  by  a  mere  prohibition  or 
command.  It  was  neceflary  alfo  to  encamp  re¬ 
gularly  with  the  bulk  of  the  army,  in  order  to 
have  the  foldiers  fuperintended.  For  the  want  of 
this  precaution,  difcipline  grew  relax,  the  foldiers 
lived  at  large,  and  indulged  themfelves  like  brutes 
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in  riot,  licentioufnefs  and  plunder.  A  breach  of  ^  D. 
faith  very  unbecoming  the  Englifh  k  •,  and  which 
had  well  nigh  proved  very  fatal  to  themfelves ; 
for  had  it  not  been  through  the  ftrid  dilcipline 
with  which  the  foot- guards  fet  a  laudable  example 
of  fobriety,  the  whole  army  were  in  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  cut  off,  in  that  diffolute  fcene  of  drunkennefs, 
that  eniued  a  difcovery  of  the  wine  magazines: 
though  there  was  a  body  of  the  enemy  s  troops, 
fuperior  to  them,  under  a  marfhal  of  b ranee,  and 

within  a  few  hours  march. 

General  Bligh  being  now  in  poffefiion  both  of 
the  city  of  Cherburg,  and  of  the  forts  of  Quer- 
queville,  Hornet  and  Galette,  proceeded,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  inftruftions,  to  deftroy  the  bafon  1  and  Bafon,  &c. 

and  artil¬ 
lery,  See, 

k  See  the  note  on  p.  85.  Vol.  III.  taken. 

1  The  mafonry  of  the  bafon  and  jettys  was  fo  ftrong,  that 
the  miners  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  enter  it  with  their 
tools.  But  what  was  the  mod:  curious  of  all,  was  the  fluice. 

It  was  conflrutted  by  the  famous  M.  de  Caux,  chief  engi¬ 
neer  to  the  prefent  French  King,  and  was  about  forty  French 
feet  broad,  and  162  long,  erefted  upon  a  bottom  of  hard  fand. 
two  or  three  feet  deep,  under  which  was  a  bed  of  marie,  and, 
feven  or  eight  feet  deeper,  a  bank  of  folid  rock,  of  unknown 
thicknefs.  To  lay  the  foundation,  fo  as  not  to  be  incom¬ 
moded  by  the  fea,  the  whole  fpace  was  firft  of  all  encom- 
paffed  by  a  dam,  five  feet  thick,  coated  with  free-flone, 
and  lined  with  clay,  the  whole  laid  upon  a  bed  of  heath- 
broom,  especially  towards  the  fea,  to  prevent  the  fand  from 
vvafhing  away.  On  the  fide  of  the  port,  there  was  a  fmall 
fluice,  made  by  way  of  precaution,  to  let  out  the  water,  to 
be  raifed  by  machines,  when  the  tide  was  out ;  laftly,  to  the 
depth  of  fixteen  feet,  was  made  an  excavation,  fufficiently 
ynde  for  the  workmen  to  turn  with  eafe  every  way  about 
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the  two  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour; 
alfo  to  ruin  the  harbour  itlelf,  that  it  might  be 

rendered 

the  foundation.  It  was  not  without  many  obftru&ions  that 
the  depth  was  gained,  for  innumerable  fprings  broke  in  upon 
the  works,  fo  that  twelve  chain-pumps  were  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed,  and  thofe  fcarce  fufficient  to  clear  away  the  water, 
though  they  delivered  at  leaft  180  cubic  toifes  per  hour. 
When  the  dam  was  furrounded  by  the  full  tide,  they  were 
forced  to  have  recourfe  to  five  other  pumps,  or  mills,  with 
vertical  chaplets  fixteen  feet  high,  and  fix  or  feven  feet 
diameter. 

This  excavation  was  begun  by  portions  of  about  three  fa¬ 
thom  wide,  and,  when  they  came  to  a  fufficient  depth,  piles 
were  driven  down,  on  which  to  fix  the  vertical  mills.  As 
the  column  of  water  to  be  railed  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet 
high,  winches  were  applied  of  a  proportionable  ftrength. 
Thus  the  whole  extent  of  the  fluice  was  drained  and  hollowed 
out  in  about  fix  months,  but  the  erecting  the  mafonry,  See. 
took  up  fome  years. 

The  mafiy  parts  of  the  mafonry,  of  about  four  feet  fquare 
each,  were  ftrengthened  and  more  firmly  connected  by  iron 
cramps,  fixed  in  with  melted  lead.  Particular  care  was  taken 
to  chufe  the  hardeft  of  free  (tone,  fcarce  any  lefs  than  three 
feet,  or  three  ieet  and  a  half  cube,  and  the  ordinary  cement 
was  made  in  the  following  manner  : 

Equal  parts  of  the  hardeft  tile  fhards,  fragments  of  free¬ 
fone,  and  fcoriae  from  iron  founderies,  were  powdered  and 
lifted,  and,  when  cleared  and  dried,  were  mixed  together,  and 
a  kind  of  bafon  formed,  in  which  they  flacked  about  half  the 
quantity  of  quick  lime,  and  let  it  lie  fome  hours  ;  after  which 
they  mixed  all  well  together,  and  placed  it  on  a  ftoue  of 
wooden  platform,  to  be  beaten  once  a  day  with  batts  edged 
with  iron,  till  the  cement  was  reduced  to  a  foft  pafte. 

For  filling  up  the  joints  of  the  free-ftone-facings  of  the 
fluice,  they  ufed  a  cement  made  of  equal  parts  of  teft-powder 
or  pieces  of  crucibles,  fandever,  and  fmith’s  forge  feales,  all 
reduced  to  powder,  to  which  about  half  the  quantity  of  flaked 

lime 
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rendered  incapable  of  receiving  and  covering  any  A.  D. 
of  the  King’s  Chips  of  war ;  and  to  demolifh  all 
the  batteries,  forts,  magazines  and  (lores  at  that 
place  and  along  the  coaft,  There  were  feven  and 

twenty 

lime  was  added.  This  compofition  was  mixed  with  the  fame 
precautions  as  the  fojmer,  and  a  quantity  of  the  large  red 
f nails  without  (hells  were  beat  up  into  a  pafte  with  the 

powder.  .  . 

On  one  of  the  fluices  were  found  the  following  mfcnp, 

rions : 

On  the  ea(l  fide. 

Hanc  juffit  Lodovix,  fuafit  Florsus,  et  undis 
Curavit  mediis  Asfeldus  furgere  molem  : 

Non  aliis  votis  alms  prsfentior  urbis. 

Ars  frsnavit  aquas,  fluftus  domuitque  minaces. 

Hinc  tutela  viget,  ftat  copia,  gloria  crefcit, 

{line  rex,  hinc  fapiens,  herofque  roanebit  in  svum. 

On  the  weft  fide. 

LUDOVICI  XV.  Juffu, 

FLORI^E  Confilio, 

ASFELDI  Duftu, 

In  Aivum  ftat  hsec  Moles. 

Ars,  naturs  viftrix,  aquarum  impetum  refrsnat,  facilem 
*  navibus  tempeftate  aftis  aditum  dat,  tutelam  affent,  copiam 
invehit,  gloriam  perpetuat,  fimulque  principem,  fapientem, 
beroa,  pofteritati  commendat. 

In  Englifh,  thus; 

Louis  and  Fleury  truft  to  Asfeld’s  care 
Amidft  the  waves  to  raife  this  mighty  pier. 

Propitious  to  our  pray'rs  the  fabric  ftood, 

Curb’d  the  fierce  tide,  and  tam’d  the  threatmng  flood  : 

Hence  wealth  and  fafety  flow,  hence  juft  renown, 

Tbe  king,  tlie  ft^efman,  and  the  hero  crown' 


This 
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twenty  {hips  in  the  harbour,  which  were  burnt. 
One  hundred  and  feventy-three  pieces  of  iron  can¬ 
non  and  three  iron  mortars  were  deftroyed,  and 
twenty-two  fine  brafs  cannon  and  two  brafs  mor¬ 
tars  m  were  fent  to  England,  with  the  colours 

taken 

This  work. 

By  the  command  of  Louis  XV, 

The  advice  of  Cardinal  Fleury, 

And  the  direction  of  Count  Asfeld, 

Shall  fendure  for  ages. 

Here  art  has  fubdued  nature,  fet  bounds  to  the  raging  waves, 
opened  an  eafy  paflage  to  Ihips  in  diflrefs,  enfured  fafety, 
invited  wealth,  and  perpetuated  the  glory  of  the  monarch, 
the  minifter,  and  general. 

Parody.  By  an  officer  in  the  expedition. 

Louis  and  Fleury  mull,  with  Asfeld  now, 

Refign  to  George,  to  Pitt,  to  Bligh,  and  Howe. 

One  blall  deftroy’d  the  labour  of  an  age. 

Let  loofe  the  tides,  and  bid  the  billows  rage : 

Their  wealth  and  fafety  gone,  their  glory  loft. 

The  king’s,  the  ftatefman’s,  and  the  hero’s  boaft. 

m  A  return  of  the  brafs  and  iron  ordnance,  &c.  At  the 
batteries  beyond  Querqueville,  great  and  fmall,  3  iron  ord¬ 
nance  ;  at  three  batteries  on  this  fide  ditto,  8  twelve  and  fix 
pounders,  iron  ;  at  Querqueville,  3  twelve  pounders  ditto ;  at 
Hornet,  5  fix  pounders  ditto ;  at  Querqueville,  6  twelve  and 
fourteen  inch  iron  mortars,  1  brafs  ditto ;  at  Fort  Galette, 
twenty-four  pounders,  4  of  brafs ;  at  ditto,  fixteen  ditto,  4  of 
ditto ;  at  ditto,  twelve  ditto,  2  of  ditto ;  at  ditto,  fourteen 
inch  mortars,  2  of  ditto ;  on  the  road  to  Cherburg,  twelve 
pounders,  2  of  ditto  ;  at  Longlette,  3  twelve  pounders,  iron, 
and  1  iron  fourteen  inch  mortar ;  in  the  town  of  Cherburg,  of 
different  fizes,  10  brafs,  and  52  iron  ordnance  ;  at  the  Sand¬ 
hill  intrenchment,  1 5  fix  pounders,  iron;  at  Fort  Tournaville, 
2  forty-two  pounders,  iron,  and  i  brafs  fourteen  inch  mortar. 

—Total 


s88 

A.  D. 
1 75  8- 
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taken  in  this  expedition.  In  the  mean  time,  that  A  D. 
the  engineers,  aflitted  by  the  officers  of  the  fleet 
and  artillery,  were  employed  in  the  demolition  ot 
this  harbour,  &c.  the  light  horfe  were  detached 
to  fcour  the  country,  and  to  lay  it  under  contri¬ 
bution  ".  But  by  venturing  too  near  the  camp,  Sevml^ 
which  the  enemy  was  forming,  and  every  hour  re¬ 
inforced,  at  Walloign,  about  four  leagues  diftant 
from  Cherburg,  there  happened  feveral  fkirmiffies 
between  the  out-parties  of  each  army,  in  one  of 
which  the  brave  Captain  Lindfey,  one  of  the  mod 
intelligent,  aftive  and  induftrious  officers  in  the 
fervice  of  the  light  horfe,  was  wounded  by  a 
mulket-fhot  •,  of  which  he  died  univerfaliy  re- 


—Total  22  brafs  ordnance,  99  iron  ditto,  3  brafs  mortars,  2 
iron  ditto.  Deftroyed  at  Fort  Galette,  thirteen!  inch  {hells 
4.00  ■  at  ditto,  (hot  of  different  kinds  6000 ;  at  ditto,  flint, 
calks  1  ;  at  ditto,  lead  (hot,  calks  2  ;  powder  left  for  the  ufe  of 
the  engineers  deflroying  the  forts,  barrels  17  ;  ditto  deftroyed, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  ftores  and  {hot  thrown  into  the  fea, 
at  the  redoubt  at  Tournaville,  barrels  13  ;  filled  cartridges  for 
forty-two  pounders  40  ;  one  large  gun ;  {hells  of  fourteen 
inches  21 1  ;  deftroyed  at  Fort  Galette,  fmall  arms  113;  at 
Cherburg,  ditto  and  mufeetoons  300;  at  Hornet,  pounds 
powder  21,000  :  at  Cherburg  magazine,  ditto  27,000 ;  match. 


tons  4.  c  n  ^ 

n  They  brought  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  1 8,000 1. 

o  The  general,  attended  by  fome  of  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficers,  going  out  to  reconnoitre,  with  a  detachment  of  grena¬ 
diers  and  a  party  of  light  horfe,  fome  of  the  French  cavalry 
appeared  at  adiftance.  Captain  Lindfey,  of  the  light  horfe, 
was  immediately  ordered  to  attack  them,  at  the  requeft,  as  1 
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A.  D.  The  firft  obje£t  of  General  Bligh’s  inftru&ions 
T7s8‘  being  performed,  the  troops  re-imbarked  on  the 
knbaXfC"  and  continued  two  days  in  the  harbour 

without  feeing  an  enemy  to  moleft  or  harrafs  them 
in  their  retreat.  And  notwithftanding  any  cavils 
about  the  conduft,  and  delays,  for  which  fome 
blamed  the  commander  in  chief;  it  mud  be  al- 
import-  lowed,  That  the  importance  of  this  blow  was  not 
blovv.0fth,S°nly  confiderable  by  the  damage  done  the  enemy  5 
but  it  gave  life  and  fpirit  to  our  people :  it  made 
them  feel  their  own  legs  again,  and  to  look  a 
Frenchman  in  the  face,  without  any  of  thofe  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  had  grown  out  of  pad  mifcar- 
riages.  It  was  now  we  faw  cannon  and  colours, 
trophies  taken  off  the  walls  of  our  enemies,  car¬ 
ried  in  triumph p  through  the  metropolis  of  the 

Britifh 

is  faid,  or  fome  young  gentlemen,  who  were  defirous  to  fee 
the  horfe  engage ;  he  advanced  with  a  brifk  pace,  without  de¬ 
taching  from  his  front  and  flanks ;  and,  falling  in  with  a  body 
of  infantry  polled  behind  a  hedge,  received  a  fevere  fire, 
which  obliged  the  light  horfe  to  wheel  about  and  retire. 

p  On  Saturday,  the  16th  of  September,  the  cannon  and 
mortars  brought  from  Cherburg,  having  been  expofed  for 
fometime  in  Hyde-park,  palled  by  his  Majefly,  and  fet  out 
from  Hyde-park,  and  came  through  the  city  in  grand  procef- 
fion,  guarded  by  a  company  of  matroffes,  with  drums  beat¬ 
ing  and  fifes  playing  all  the  way  to  the  Tower,  where  they 
arrived  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  were 
twenty-three  carriages,  drawm  by  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
one  horfes,  with  a  pollilion  and  driver  to  each  carriage,  in 
the  following  manner :  the  firft,  drawn  by  fifteen  grey  horfes, 
with  the  Englifh  colours  and  the  French  underneath ;  feven 
ditto,  drawn  by  thirteen  horfes  each ;  nine  ditto,  by  nine 

horfes 
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Rritifh  empire  :  a  fpe&acle,  to  which  this  genera-  A- D- 
tion  had  been  a  ftranger  •,  and  the  firft  enterprize  I7jb>' 
upon  the  coaft  of  France,  for  feveral  ages  paft, 
which  had  done  honour  to  our  country,  and 
brought  difgrace  upon  the  French. 

After  confidering  his  inftrudtions,  the  com-Reafons 
mander  in  chief  found  that  one  principal  view,  in 5teSo®h  * 
fending  out  .this  armament,  was  to  make  a  di-  operations, 
verfion  of  the  enemy’s  forces ;  to  continue  a  warm 
alarm  along  the  coaft  of  France,  and  to  make 
defcents  on  any  part  from  the  eaftermoft  point  of 
Normandy,  as  far  weftward  as  Morlaix,  inclu- 
five ;  Grenville  moft  naturally  offered  to  be  the 
next  objeft  of  his  operations.  But  when  he 
confidered  that  the  enemy  had  no  longer  occafion 


horfes  each ;  three  ditto,  by  feven  horfes  each ;  one  ditto,  by 
five  horfes;  then  the  two  mortars,  by  nine  horfes  each.  Thefe 
pieces  were  finely  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  France,  and 
other  hieroglyphics,  fuch  as  trophies,  &c.  finilhed  in  a  mafter- 
ly  manner  :  their  names,  exaft  weights,  and  nearly  their  bore, 
are  as  under,  except  the  mortars : 


Inches  in 


Cannon 

wt. 

bore 

Hecube 

4090 

6 

Nitocris 

4080 

ditto 

Emerillon 

S320 

ditto 

Temeraire 

5680 

ditto 

Augufla 

5770 

ditto 

In  the  1 

Ulyfle 

2333 

41 

Foudroyant 

331 1 

5 

Renornyne 

3367 

ditto 

Laborieux 

3302 

ditto 

Diligence 

3960 

ditto 

Morefque 

3980 

ditto 

Inches  in 


Cannon 

wt. 

bore 

Antonin 

574° 

6 

Infenfible 

5660 

ditto 

Mailfaifant 

5500 

ditto 

Vanquer 

5670 

ditto 

Julie 

5490 

ditto 

ond  line. 

Sage 

4346 

? 

Violente 

4I5° 

ditto 

Furieufe 

4160 

ditto 

Imperieufe  41 3°  ditto 

Devinereffe  4000  ditto 

for 
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A.  D.  for  a  garrifon  or  troops,  to  guard  the  town  and 
I7s8,  country  about  Cherburg,  and  that  there  were 
ten  thoufand  forces  already  aflembled  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Normandy,  and  that  they  could  eafily  fall 
down  towards  Grenville,  and  move  over  to  Caen, 
and  to  the  other  parts  of  that  coaft,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  an  attempt  almoft  impradticable  :  and  being 
further  informed,  by  advices  fent  from  our  mi- 
niftry,  that  an  attempt  upon  Morlaix  would  be 
attended  with  great  difadvantages,  there  being  a 
great  number  of  forces  ftationed  at  Breft  and  in 
that  neighbourhood,  ready  to  oppofe  a  defcent 
upon  that  coaft ;  General  Bligh’s  future  operations 
were  prudently  confined  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
Refolved  pafs,  which,  upon  the  beft  intelligence,  were  refolved 
Maioesf f'  t0  attemptecl  againft  St.  Maloes  by  landing  at  St. 

Lunaire,  about  two  leagues  weft  of  St.  Maloes. 
Driven  on  They  put  to  fea  on  the  18th  with  this  inten- 

1  co3  ft  of  "  ^ 

England.  t’on  :  but  were  driven  by  contrary  winds  upon 
the  coaft  of  England,  and  on  the  23d  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Weymouth  road.  Next  day  they  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  after  fome  contention  with  the  winds, 
they  proceeded  and  made  the  French  fhore,  on  the 
25th  of  Auguft :  But  could  not  reach  the  place 
of  their  deftination  till  the  3d  of  September  in 
the  evening,  when  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Arrive  and  St.  Lunaire  bay.  On  the  4th  the  troops  were 
knd  at  St.  iancjed  without  anv  oppofition,  but  with  the  lofs 
on  the  coaft  0f  eight  men  a  drowned,  who  were  overfet.  They 

of  France. 

<3  Some  accounts  fay,  five  men  and  forty-five  firelocks.  The 
weather  was  very  doubtful.  So  that  on  the  firft  day  there  were 
only  fixty  light  horfe  and  two  field  pieces  landed  :  nor  could 
they  bring  any  more  for  the  fucceeding  days. 


marched 
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marched  immediately  to  an  eminence,  and  en-  D* 
camped  there,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  water-  17581 
edge.  A  piquet  guard  of  fifty  men,  with  officers, 
was  pofted  about  half  a  mile  above  the  camp,  and 
kept  under  arms  all  night,  to  prevent  a  furprize. 

Which  fhot  feveral  of  the  enemy,  and  took  others 
prifoners,  who  were  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  fitua- 
tion  and  numbers  of  our  army.  Next  day  the 
commodore  came  on  Ihore,  with  Prince  Edward  : 
and  they  accompanied  the  general  to  a  village, 
about  three  miles  from  St.  Maloes,  to  reconnoitre 
the  feat  of  his  intended  aftion.  But  this  aft  of  The  cfan-i 
curiofity  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  his  p"n°e 
Royal  Highnefs.  The  enemy,  being  apprized  of ward* 
their  vifit,  ply’d  them  well  with  cannon  balls,  one 
of  which  dropt  not  a  yard  and  half  fhort  of  the 
Prince.  However,  Sir  William  Boothby  returned  Thirteen 
this  evening  to  camp,  with  his  detachment  of  300  fhlPsburnt* 
grenadiers,  who,  with  great  bravery,  marched 
within  a  mile  of  the  outfide  of  St.  Maloes  har¬ 
bour,  and  burnt  thirteen  fhips :  which  were  all 
that  he  found  there. 

The  reafon  that  induced  the  commander  in  chief  Reafon<s 
to  make  this  attempt  upon  Sr.  Maloes,  exclufive  |"ack* 
of  what  is  Paid  before,  was  a  fuppofition  that,  as  Maloes.. 
the  town  was  fituated  on  a  rock,  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  not  above  600  yards  long 
and  400  broad,  exceflive  populous,  and  fupplied 
with  water  by  an  aqueduft  of  pipes  only  ;  fuch  a 
place,  when  once  inverted,  would  be  foon  obliged 
to  furrender,  by  cutting  the  pipes  and  bombard¬ 
ing  the  town  :  and  moreover  he  was  induced,  by 
/  Vol.  III.  N  fome 

25 
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A.  D.  fome  intelligence,  to  believe,  that  in  cafe  of  ne- 
l758-  ceflity,  his  troops  might  be  able  to  open  the  wall, 
and  to  take  the  place  by  ftorm  at  low  water. 

Several  The  fhips  at  St.  Brifac  being  burnt,  and  the 
proofed,  point  of  St.  Dinar,  and  the  whole  weftern  coaft  of 
the  Ranee,  oppofite  St.  Maloes,  being  reconnoitred, 
and  found  without  any  cannon  for  its  defence,  a 
council  of  war  was  aflembled  to  confider  of  the 
practicability  of  the  attack.  In  which  it  was  ob¬ 
served,  that  as  the  body  of  troops  now  landed 
was  greatly  diminifhed,  from  what  they  were  in 
the  late  expedition,  it  was  impoftible  to  inveft  the 
town  on  both  fides  of  the  Ranee r :  they  could 
only  inveft  it  now  on  the  weft  fide,  by  placing 
fhips  at  St.  Dinar,  which  the  pilots,  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  coaft,  thought  very  practicable. 
Three  methods  were  then  propofed  of  moving 
from  thence  to  the  oppofite  fide  to  Parame  and 
St.  Servant.  The  firft,  which  the  pilots  imagined 
would  be  practicable  alfo,  was  moving  the  flat- 
bottomed  boats  in  the  night  (a  caution  requifite 
on  the  coaft  of  a  fortified  ifland)  along  the  fhore 
of  St.  Dinar,  up  the  river,  oppofite  to  Tour  a 
Chaus,  a  little  above  St.  Servant,  and  there  to 
carry  the  troops  over.  But  there  was  a  French 

r  The  mouth  of  the  river,  which  forms  the  bafon,  is  two 
miles  over  in  its  narrowed;  part,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach 
of  land  batteries.  The  bafon  was  alfo  ftrengthened  with  fe- 
ven  frigates,  or  armed  veffels,  whofe  guns  could  be  brought 
to  bear  either  againft  fhips  entering  the  channel,  or  batteries 
to  be  eredted  on  the  fhore  :  and  fifty  large  cannon  or  batteries 
defended  the  entrance. 

man 

1 
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man  of  war,  with  fome  other  veffels,  near  Dinar-  A.  D. 
point,  which  would  employ  one  night  to  deftroy  I'58, 
them,  before  this  method  could  be  put  in  execu¬ 
tion.  This  circumftance  would  occafion  delays ; 
and  other  great  difficulties  being  darted,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  this,  the  firft  method  was  rejected.  The 
other  two  methods  were,  either  going  round  by 
Dinant,  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  ffiore,  and 
landing  the  artillery,  &c.  nearParame;  on  em¬ 
barking  all  the  troops  at  St.  Lunaire,  and  land¬ 
ing  them  again  near  Parame,  together  with  the 
artillery.  But  neither  of  thefe  methods  could  be 
effected  without  the  immediate  aid  of  the  men  of 
war,  anchored  in  fuch  a  ftation  as  to  cut  off  the 
communication  with  Dinar  and  the  weftern  coaft. 

The  weather  made  this  meafure  alfo  impracticable. 

The  commodore  not  only  affured  the  general  that 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  give  him  affiftarice  to  Dangerous 
bombard  the  town,  without  hazarding  the  lofs  of  ^ctJ]°^eseet 
all  the  men  of  war,  amongft  the  chain  of  rocks, 
that  lie  in  that  harbour  :  but  that  the  weather 
would  not  permit  him  to  lie  any  longer  at  the 
place  where  the  troops  difembarked;  and  that  he  Proceedstp 
muft  fail  for  the  bay  of  St.  Cas  before  he  could  St-  Cas' 

*  bsv 

take  up  the  troops,  if  he  intended  to  reimbark ; 
it  being  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  had 
landed  the  provifions,  or  fent  a  boat  off  with  a 
meffage  to  the  fleet. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  remonftrances,  it  was  Attack  of 
unanimoufly  refolved  not  to  attack  St.  Maloes s. 
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A.  D.  The  general  therefore  ordered  the  army  to  de- 
17581  camp  early  next  morning;  and  they  began  to 
uZl r£'  march  towards  the  bay  of  St.  Cas.  The  enemy 
now  appeared  in  fmall  parties,  and  harraffed  our 
men  by  firing  out  of  the  woods  •,  by  which  we 
loft  ten  men,  and  had  two  officers  wounded* 
Our  army  encamped  on  the  yth  in  the  evening, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  village  of  St.  Brifac, 
intending  to  ford  the  river  Equernon  *,  near  that 

Skhmifhes.  place,  in  the  morning.  The  enemy’s  fmall  par¬ 
ties  kept  our  camp  under  arms  all  night,  by  their 
frequent  alarms ;  but  did  them  no  damage.  The 
peafants  and  fome  regulars  took  poll:  at  St.  Guildo, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  as  if  they  had  re- 
folved  to  dilpute  the  paflage  with  our  army.  How¬ 
ever,  on  the  8th  the  whole  army  forded  the  river, 
each  perfon,  without  diftinftion,  wading  up  to 
his  middle,  and  got  over,  in  the  midft  of  a  brifk 
fire,  with  the  lofs  of  ten  men  and  one  officer 
killed,  and  two  officers  wounded  :  fome  of  the  fol- 
diers  loft  their  firelocks  in  the  water,  and  were 
almoft  drowned,  being  hauled  out  with  tent  poles. 
The  general  lent  a  Friar  to  acquaint  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  that  if  they  did  not  defift  he  would 
Orders  to  reduce  all  the  villages  he  paflfed  into  affies.  The 
burn  and  priar  did  not  return  with  an  anfwer ;  and  the  ge- 
deftr°y'  neral  gave  orders  accordingly  to  burn  and  deftroy 
every  place  in  his  march. 

t  This  river  is  paffable  only  for  about  two  hours  at 
low  water,  and  the  ford  is  dangerous  on  account  of  quick- 
fands. 


When 
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"When  the  army  had  gaffed  the  river,  the  fun  ^  D. 
was  almoft  fet,  by  waiting  for  low  water,  the  only 

_  ,  m  r  ■  March  to 

time  for  them  to  pafs  over.  Therefore,  it  notMlUignon. 
being  advifeable  to  advance  by  night,  in  a  coun¬ 
try  that  had  not  been  reconnoitred,  efpecially  as 
he  could  get  no  certain  information  of  the  ftrength 
or  fituation  of  the  enemy’s  troops,  the  general 
encamped  that  night  a  little  way  weftward  from 
the  river  in  his  rear,  and  without  any  moleftation 
from  the  enemy.  But  next  day  the  advanced 
guards,  of  three  hundred  grenadiers,  under  Co-  sklrmilhes, 
lonel  Clarke,  on  their  march,  were  met  about 
eleven  o’clock,  by  five  companies  of  French  re¬ 
gulars,  dragoons  and  infantry,  who  kept  at  the 
diftance  of  about  150  yards,  moving  off  gra¬ 
dually,  as  our  men  advanced,  without  any  firing 
on  either  fideu.  They  drew  up  in  the  inclofures 
round  the  town  of  Matignon  :  but  upon  Colonel 
Clarke’s  forming  his  grenadiers,  and  detaching 
fome  parties  to  flank  them,  they  immediately 
retired. 

The  army  came  up  to  Matignon  about  one  Matignon4 
o’clock,  without  feeing  any  thing,  but  fmall  par¬ 
ties,  that  endeavoured  to  harrafs  our  flanks  :  one 
of  which  advancing  too  far,  made  fignal  to  fur- 
render  •,  but  that  not  being  readily  perceived,  one 
of  our  flanking  parties  fired,  and  killed  the  offi¬ 
cer  and  fome  of  the  men. 

u  Another  account  fays,  that  they  engaged,  and  that  the 
Frenchmen,  aft  r  the  firft  fire,  loft  200  men  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  reft  fled. 
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Here  was  the  pod,  which  the  general  had  de¬ 
fined  to  maintain,  as  long  as  he  was  able,  in  or¬ 
der  to  alarm  the  country,  and  contribute,  as 
much  as  poffible,  by  this  means,  to  their  calling 
of  troops  from  Germany  ;  his  inftruftions  direft- 
ing  him  to  continue  with  as  much  vigour,  and  to 
give  as  much  duration  to  the  various  operations 
of  the  prefent  expedition,  as  fhould  be  found 
practicable.  For  this  purpofe  he  ordered  a  camp 
to  be  marked  out  for  his  army,  about  half  a  mile 
on  the  left  of  the  town.  Upotl  the  mufter  it 
was  found  that  there  had  been  loft,  this  day,  about 
thirty  men,  of  whom  eleven  were  made  prifoners. 
One  efcaped  back  again,  and  reported  that  his 
comrades  had  been  put  to  death  in  a  moft  barba¬ 
rous  manner. 

Matignon  was  about  a  league  from  St.  Cas. 
All  the  army  encamped  on  this  fpot,  except  the 
grenadier  companies,  which  covered  the  town  on 
the  other  fide;  and  the  fecond  regiment  of  guards, 
which  the  general  fent  to  St.  Cas  for  provifions, 
particularly  for  bread ;  and  together  with  this  de¬ 
tachment  he  ordered  Colonel  Cunningham,  chief 
engineer,  to  reconnoitre  the  beach,  and  fee  what 
would  be  proper  to  be  done,  in  cafe  he  could  not 
maintain  his  ground. 

Several  deferters  came  to  our  camp  in  the  even¬ 
ing  •,  and  by  them,  and  fome  prifoners,  particu¬ 
larly  a  French  dragoon,  taken  by  the  piquet  guard, 
the  general  was  very  well  informed,  that  the 
enemy  was  encamped  about  two  leagues  off ;  that 
their  army  confifted  of  feveral  regiments,  col¬ 
lected 
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, 

le&ed  from  different  parts  of  the  province,  even  A.  D. 
from  Breft,  and  that  neighbourhood  :  and  that 
they  were  to  be  joined  by  the  garrifons  of  other 
towns,  efpecially  that  of  St.  Maloes,  which  were 
hourly  expctted  in  their  camp,  and  that  they 
were  determined  to  give  the  Englifh  battle  next 
morning.  Thus  the  French  army  was  reprefented 
vaftly  fuperior  to  ours  :  and  it  was  fuither  re¬ 
marked,  that  it  was  in  their  power,  either  to  give 
battle,  or  to  retire,  till  fuch  time  as  they  could 
be  fure  of  over-powering  us  by  numbers  w;  or  of 

making 

w  The  French  forces  were  very  numerous.  The  following 
is  an  authentic  lift  of  them. 

French  Generals. 

Le  Due  d’Aguillon,  commander  in  chief. 

Marquis  d’Aubigne,  lieutenant-general. 

Marquis  de  la  Brock,  \  maj.  gen. 

Monf.  de  la  Tour  Auvergne,  5 

Regiments  of  infantry  from  Breft. 


Battalions.  Men. 

Bourbon 

2 

14.00 

Royal  Vaifteau 

2 

14.00 

Royal  Etrangers 

2 

1400 

Briflau 

i 

700 

Brie 

i 

700 

Penthievre 

i 

700 

9 

6300 

Dragoons. 

Squad. 

M  ah  vert 

2 

Militia,  guardes  de  cofte. 

^  5000 

and  armed  peafants 

Cannon  8 

Mortars  8 

N  4 
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making  our  retreat  extremely  difficult  and  ha¬ 
zardous. 

The  general  officers,  for  thefe  reafons,  were 
of  opinion  that  it  was  proper  to  march  next  day, 
and  to  embark  the  troops  without  lofs  of  time  : 
except  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke,  the  qnarter- 
mafter  general,  who  advifed  the  dilembarkation 
of  the  reft  of  the  light  horfe  and  held  pieces,  and 
advancing  to  attack  the  enemy  without  delay : 
however  the  majority  prevailed.  Orders  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  iffued  for  the  whole  army  to  continue  all 
night  under  arms :  and  the  general  fent  his  aid  de 
camp  immediately  away  to  Lord  Howe,  to  inform 
him  of  his  intention  to  march  the  next  mornincr, 
and  to  embark  the  troops,  as  foon  as  the  naval 
preparations  could  be  made  for  that  purpofe. 

This  night  a  party  of  the  enemy  alarmed  the 
piquets  :  but  after  receiving  the  fire  of  one  of  the 
advanced  pofts,  they  fired  a  few  fhot  and  retired. 
It  was  refolved  to  march  by  break  of  day.  But  at 
one  o’clock  the  enemy  beat  to  arms,  and  fome  de- 
ferters  came  over,  who  informed  us  that  the  French 
were  contriving  to  get  between  our  army  and  the 
fhips,  and  fo  to  cut  off  our  retreat.  An  informa¬ 
tion  greatly  fufpedted,  to  be  contrived  by  the 
enemy,  to  frighten  us  away,  rather  than  with  a 
view  to  fave  us  from  being  cut  off.  Be  that  as  it 
will;  this  haftened  our  retrear,  which,  with  an 

The  regiments  that  joined  thefe  troops  from  St.  Maloes, 
the  evening  before  the  attach,  were  upwards  of  5000  regu¬ 
lars,  foot  and  dragoons,  befides  militia. 
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enemy  at  our  heels,  ought  to  have  been  conduced  ^D. 
without  noife,  in  the  moft  fecret  and  filent  man¬ 
ner  Doffible.  But  a  little  before  day  the  generale  The  army- 
was  ordered  to  be  beat ,  and  the  army,  con  luting  t^e  water 
at  this  time  of  6,500  men,  marched  off  the  ground  flde- 
at  break  of  day  in  one  column  only ;  and  law  no 
appearance  of  an  enemy  attempting  to  break  in 
between  them  and  the  water  fide;  except  that  the 
grenadiers,  which  formed  the  rear-guard,  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  exchange  fome  (hot  with  the  advanced 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  nine  o’clock  before  the  troops  began  to  An^ 
embark  on  the  beach  of  St.  Cas :  when  about  four  the  re-im- 
battalions  were  got  on  board,  the  advanced  par-  of  the 
ties  of  the  French  appeared  on  the  high  grounds,  troops. 
The  embarkation  continued  very  quiet,  till  the 
French  had  formed  themfelves  out,  by  degrees, 
through  the  enclofures :  and  when  they  faw  them¬ 
felves,  both  as  to  fituation  and  numbers,  capable 
of  attacking  our  remains  on  the  fhore,  with  fuccefs, 
they  brought  their  field  pieces  to  bear,  and  a  (hock¬ 
ing  carnage  enfued  of  our  men ;  not  only  on  the 
fhore,  but  in  the  boats,  though  Lord  Howe  did 
all  in  his  power  to  cover  them  by  a  fharp  fire  from 
his  frigates  and  bombs ;  there  being  none  of  our 
artillery  on  fhore. 

The  account  of  this  affair  is  a  very  tender 
point :  and  as  it  has  been  related  with  feveral 
marks  of  prejudice,  we  will  colledt  the  fadls  from 
all  the  narratives  of  this  expedition,  and  lay  them 
impartially  before  the  reader.  Firft  let  us  hear 

*lmt 
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what  has  been  publiffied  under  the  name  x  of  the 
commanding  officer,  who  fays,  “  After  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  Moyfon,  Bofcawen  and  Elliot  were  on 
“  board  the  ffiips,  with  their  feveral  brigades ; 
and  after  the  greateft  part  of  General  Drury’s 
brigade,  which  was  the  laft  brigade,  had  been 
embarked,  1  went  on  board  with  thofe  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  attend  me,  there  being  no  other 
troops,  then  on  fhore,  but  the  rear-guard,  com- 
pofed  of  the  grenadiers  commanded  by  Colonel 
“  Griffin.  My  anxiety  for  the  troops  made  me 
flay  perhaps  longer  than  I  ought r,  and  contrary 
to  my  duty. 

Some  parties  of  the  enemy  moved  down 
“  from  the  high  grounds  on  the  right,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Drury  went  with  three  companies  of  the 
“  firft  regiment,  which  was  all  of  his  brigade,  that 
was  at  that  time  a-ffiore,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
“  rear-guard. 

The  beach  was  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
“  long,  with  a  fand  bank  in  front,  almoft  as  ad- 
14  vantageous  for  us,  in  many  places,  as  for  the 

This  letter  was  publifhed  on  the  4th  of  November,  and 
gave.great  offence  at  court,  on  account  of  the  poftfcript,  &c. 

where  L — d  L - r  is  mentioned.  Wherefore,  on  the 

8th  an  advertifement  figned  Thomas  Bligh  appeared,  declaring 
in  general,  that  he  difavovved  feveral  particulars  in  this  letter. 
However,  it  was  ftill  reputed  a  genuine  apology  for  his  con¬ 
duit,  by  himfelf  or  order. 

y  Prince  Edward  alfo  continued  on  fhore  till  Lord  Howe 
commanded  him  to  return  to  his  fhip,  in  which  his  Royal 
Highnefs  ailed  only  as  a  midfhipman. 

enemy ; 
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“  enemy,  though  they  had  formerly  a  bad  kind  of  A^D. 

«  a  parapet  made  to  prevent  our  landing  in  that 
“  bay,  which  was  but  imperfectly  deftroyed. 

«  Whilft  our  troops  were  covered  by  this  fand 
tc  bank,  the  frigates  fired  with  great  facility,  over 
“  them,  upon  the  enemy.  So  that  had  the  ar¬ 
te  tillery  been  brought  afhore,  in  all  probability  it 
“  would  have  been  loft,  and  could  have  been  of 
«  no  fervice,  but  by  obftruCting  a  much  greater 

“  fire. 

Some  of  our  companies  of  grenadiers  moved 
tc  Up  t0  the  top  of  this  bank,  and  fired  upon 
ct  fome  of  the  enemy,  who  were  coming  down  and 
<c  forming  from  the  heights,  which  killed  a  great 
cc  many  of  them,  and  threw  them  into  confufion  : 
tc  but  frefh  troops  of  the  enemy  advancing,  they 
“  retired  to  the  fhore. 

cc  The  rear- guard,  the  three  companies  of  the 
tc  grft  regiment  included,  confifted  of  about  1400 
tc  men5  of  whom  were  miffing  about  700,  and 
cc  0f  thofe  between  four  and  500  were  pnfoners. 
cc  'pbe  number  of  killed  and  wounded  amongft 
“  the  enemy,  according  to  their  own  moft  mo¬ 
te  derate  accounts,  was  more  than  double  that 

“  number.”  <  . 

Such  is  the  relation  of  this  tranfaCtion,  under 

the  fuppofed  direction  of  the  general  in  chief.  By others. 
Let  us  now  colleCt  what  was  published  under  his 
name  and  Commodore  Howe’s,  and  by  other 
parties  concerned  in  this  enterprize.  An  officer 
of  the  marines  informs  the  public,  That  his  (hip 

ioined  Lord  Howe  on  the  3d  of  September,  four 

*  lenones 


204 

A.  D. 
1758. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 
leagues  weft  of  St.  Maloes ;  and  that  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  troops  being  embarked  in  the  flat-bottomed 
boats,  flood  in  for  Alborough  bay,  about  two 
leagues  to  the  weft  of  St.  Maloes,  where  they 
landed  without  oppofition,  under  the  cover  of  the 
Rofe  frigate  and  the  Swallow  floop ;  except  a  few 
guns,  which  were  fired  from  a  battery  on  an  ifland, 
on  one  fide  of  the  bay,  whofe  Ihot  dropt  without 
doing  any  damage.  There  were  orders  given 
next  morning  for  two  frigates  and  a  bomb  to  at¬ 
tack  a  battery  on  a  peninfula,  which  fome  of  our 
troops  endeavoured  to  force  by  land;  but  that 
fervice  was  countermanded,  becaufe  the  Commo¬ 
dore  thought  it  impracticable  without  hazarding 
the  I01S  of  the  fhips :  yet  this  very  battery  was 
taken  by  a  party  of  marines  on  the  9th,  without 
any  lofs. 

General  Bligh,  in  his  letter  of  the  13th  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  refers  to  a  former  wherein  he 
had  mentioned  the  neceffity  of  the  fleet’s  quitting 
the  bay  of  St.  Lunaire,  and  its  proceeding  to  St. 
Cas ;  for  fear,  he  fays,  of  being  drove  on  fhore 
againft  the  rocks,  the  wind  blowing  hard  upon 
the  fhore  :  that  his  army  marched  on  the  9th  to 
St.  Guildo,  on  the  10th  to  Matignon,  to  meet 
the  fleet,  which  lay  out  beyond  St.  Cas  Bay,  to 
get  provifions  :  that  in  the  evening  he  did  receive 
intelligence,  that  there  were  twelve  battalions  of 
foot  and  two  fquadrons  of  horfe  at  Lambale,  on 
march  to  attack  him,  which  came  from  Breft  : 
that  with  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  general 
officers  he  decamped,  having  fent  to  the  Commo¬ 
dore 
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dore  to  be  prepared  to  receive  his  troops,  marched  A.  D. 
on  the  nth  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning;  and  175  ' 
that  the  troops  marched  into  the  boats  as  fait  as  they 
arrived z ;  the  flat  bottomed  boats  being  ready  to 
receive  them.  He  adds,  that  the  enemy  did  not 
appear  on  the  heights  above,  till  about  an  hour 
after  his  troops  began  to  embark :  that  they  foon 
after  began  to  fire  with  their  cannon,  but  did  not 
attempt  marching  down,  till  almoft  all  the  troops 
were  embarked,  except  the  grenadiers,  which 
made  the  rear- guard  of  the  whole,  who  marched 
up  to  oppofe  their  advancing,  and  behaved  with 
great  bravery  and  refolution  ;  till,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  they  were,  at  laft,  obliged  to  give  way, 
and  retired  to  the  water-fide,  till  the  boats  could 
come  in  to  take  them,  where  they  fuffered  much 
by  the  enemy’s  fire. 

Lord  Howe’s  relation  of  this  critical  time  of 
embarkation,  fent  to  the  Right  Honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  fays.  That  the  former  corps  were 
taken  off  without  any  confiderable  interruption  from 
the  enemy  :  but  in  their  attack  upon  the  rear-guard 
feveral  of  his  officers  and  men  were  made  prifoners, 
and  fome  were  wounded  and  killed  a. 

Other 


*  Which  was  not  till  nine  in  the  morning. 

»  Lijl  of  the  fea  officers  ar.d  men,  killed,  wounded,  &c.  at  the 
re-embarkation  of  the  troops,  from  the  Bay  of  St.  Cas,  on  the 
I  ith  day  of  September,  1758. 

Belonging  to  the  Effex,  one  feaman  killed,  one  wounded, — 
To  the  Rochefter,  Mr.  Somerville,  fecond  lieutenant,  killed  ; 

_ ,  .midlhipman,  wounded  j  feyen  feamen  killed,  eleven 

wounded'. 
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Other  accounts  are  more  particular :  fix  frigates, 
four  bombs,  and  two  (loops  flood  into  St.  Cas 
Bay,  to  cover  the  re-imbarkatiort  of  the  troops, 
who  were  formed  near  a  windmill,  on  a  hill  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  beach.  At  nine 
in  the  morning  the  army  began  to  march  down  to 
the  boats,  which  lay  ready  to  embark  them.  By 
eleven,  two  thirds  of  the  army,  the  wounded 
men,  the  light  horfe,  a  great  many  more,  and 
the  artillery  were  on  board,  when  a  body  of  the 
enemy’s  horfe  firft  appeared  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  and  a  little  afterwards,  a  much  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  infantry  occupied  the  ground  round  the 
windmill.  When  the  enemy  moved  to  defcend,  the 
bomb  ketches  played  upon  them  with  great  fuc- 
cefs ;  particularly  the  Granada  threw  a  thirteen 
inch  fhell  fo  right  as  to  oblige  the  horfemen  to 
difmount,  their  horfes  becoming  ungovernable-, 
and  the  mortars  being  charged  with  pound  fhots, 
did  great  execution  amongft  the  infantry  alfo,  and 
wherever  they  fell.  But  at  half  paft  eleven  they 
opened  a  battery  of  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  near 
the  windmill,  from  which  they  kept  a  clofe  fire 
on  our  troops  while  embarking,  till  they  were 
obliged,  by  the  number  of  fhells  thrown  from  the 

wounded. — To  the  Portland,  Captain  Maplefden,  taken; 
Mr.  Lindfey,  midfhipman,  wounded. — To  the  Montague 
Captain  Rowley,  /lightly  wounded  and  taken  ;  two  feamen 
wounded. — Tothejafon,  Captain  Pafton,  taken ;  one  teaman 
wounded. — To  the  Salamander,  Captain  Elphinftone,  taken. 
— To  the  Speedwell,  two  feamen  wounded. Total  of  fea¬ 
men  killed,  eight ;  wounded,  feventeen. 


ketches, 
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ketches,  to  file  off  for  a  while  towards  St.  Cas,  A.  D. 
and  to  defcend  the  hill  under  the  cover  of  a  wood,  I7P' 
in  which  the  Irifh  brigade  took  port.  But  the  con¬ 
tinual  flhower  of  balls  from  our  fhips  and  ketches, 
foon  found  them  out,  diflodged  them,  and  forced 
them  back  to  their  firft  poft  :  where,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  they  opened  a  battery  of  cohorns  behind 
a  hedge,  on  the  right  of  the  mill  •,  which  was  but 
of  a  fmall  duration  :  for  it  was  fo  feverely  handled 
by  a  continual  fire  from  the  fhips,  that  it  was 
filenced,  after  they  had  thrown  no  more  than  two 
ftiells,  which  did  fome  damage  among  our  troops. 

They  again  filed  off  to  the  left,  and  got  poffefiion 
of  the  village  of  St.  Cas,  half  way  down  the  hill. 

This  obliged  General  Drury,  who  had  with  him 
the  grenadiers  of  the  whole  army,  to  the  amount 
of  1100,  and  four  companies  of  guards,  to  draw 
them  up  on  the  beach  to  cover  the  battalions  while 
embarking  :  and  the  enemy,  to  be  lefs  expofed  to 
the  fire  from  the  fhips,  left  the  village,  which  was 
fet  on  fire  by  a  carcafs,  and  got  poffefiion  of  a 
hollow  way,  which  entirely  covered  them.  1  hey 
went  down  on  both  fides  and  in  front  •,  but  were 
peppered  fo  clofely  not  only  with  fhells,  but  with 
fmall  fhot,  of  one  pound  weight,  (of  which  the 
Granada  only  expended  about  3000,  fired  at  the 
rate  of  two  or  300  at  a  time,  out  of  large  mortars, 
that  they  made  a  great  daughter,  and  intimidated 
the  French  foldiers  fo,  that  their  officers  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  drive  them  down  before  them,  like  fheep 
to  (laughter.  For  fome  hundreds  of  them  were 

killed  in  their  defcent  to  this  hollow  way,  by  the 

flipping. 
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fhipping,  before  the  armies  engaged.  It  was  now 
that  General  Drury  formed  his  grenadiers  in  two 
divifions,  and  marched  to  attack  the  enemy,  as 
they  delcended.  But,  by  a  miftake,  this  brave 
refolution  turned  to  their  deftru&ion.  For,  the 
peafants  had  thrown  up  a  fort  of  dyke  to  keep 
out  the  fea  from  overflowing  the  country  *,  which 
reached  from  one  fide  of  the  beach  to  the  other, 
the  whole  extent  of  the  bay,  and  ferved  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  breaft-work  to  cover  our  men  from  the 
enemy  :  but  inftead  of  making  this  ufe  of  it,  the 
marching  of  General  Drury’s  diviflon  over  this 
dyke,  who  advanced  to  make  the  attack,  within 
piftol  fhot,  it  was  rendered  ufelefs  to  our  men,  and 
became  of  great  advantage  to  the  French.  He 
certainly  fhould  have  flood  his  ground  and  waited 
the  enemy’s  approach  behind  the  dyke :  but  he 
quitted  his  breaft-work,  to  attack  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  form  of  battle,  with  a  great  fupe- 
riority  on  the  other  fide.  The  three  front  compa¬ 
nies  of  grenadiers  gave  the  firfl:  fire,  killed  every 
Frenchman  as  he  advanced,  (the  beach  being 
covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded)  and  would 
probably  have  driven  them  back,  having  made  them 
give  way  twice,  had  not  the  continual  fuccours 
brought  them  back  to  the  charge :  and  our  three 
companies  having  expended  all  their  ammunition. 
General  Drury  was  at  laft  obliged  to  give  way  in 
his  turn.  Now  he  perceived  his  error  :  for,  in  this 
time  of  need,  the  fecond  divifion  could  not  get 
over  the  dyke  time  enough  to  fuccour  the  firfl: 
which  was  entirely  broke  :  and  but  a  few  got  back. 

with 
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with  great  difficulty.  This  put  the  enemy  in  pof-  A-  D. 
feffion  of  the  dyke,  from  whence  they  fired  with  / 
a  continuance  upon  our  grenadiers.  There  was 
now  no  alternative.  They  could  not  form  again, 
for  want  of  room  •,  being  clofe  to  the  water. 

They  muft  efcape  by  the  boats  or  be  killed.  The 
general  in  this  dilemma  ordered  the  whole  to  Run  to 
wheel  immediately  to  the  right,  and  to  make  to 
the  boats  as  faft  as  poffible ;  fome  got  on  board  : 
but  a  battery,  which  the  French  had  eredted  on 
the  middle  of  the  hill,  played  fo  furioufly,  that 
numbers  of  the  boats  were  beat  to  pieces.  In 
fome  of  the  flat-bottomed  boats,  ten,  twelve,  and 
in  one  fixteen  feamen  and  a  lieutenant,  out  of 
twenty,  employed  to  row  them,  were  killed : 
which  fo  intimidated  the  boatmen,  that  they  were 
afraid  to  go  to  the  fhore ;  till  the  Commodore,  Gallant 
fufpedting  the  caufe  of  their  backwardnefs,  went0fLO1(i 
himfelf b,  and  flood  upright  in  his  boat,  amidft  all  Howe, 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  example  animated 
the  whole  fleet :  from  that  time  no  one  fkulked, 
and  many  lives  were  faved,  that  muft  otherwife 
have  been  loft.  No  men  in  the  world  could  be- 


b  Qn  Lord  Howe's  going  into  his  loat,  and  Jbenuing  himfelf  to 
the  failors,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  advance  to  take  in  the 
troops  at  St.  Cas. 


So  when  the  Grecians  to  their  navy  fled. 
High  o'er  the  trench,  Achilles  rear’d  his  head. 
Greece,  for  one  glance  of  that  tremendous  eye. 
Strait  took  new  courage,  and  difdain’d  to  fly. 


Troy  faw  aghaft  the  living  lightnings  play, 

And  turn’d  their  eye  balls  from  the  flalhing  ray. 

Pope's  Homer., 


Book  18. 
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A.  D.  }uve  with  more  bravery  than  ours  did  on  this  de_ 
*758-  fperate  occafion.  Some  of  them  turned  ab  u  and 
difcharged  their  pieces,  while  they  flood  almoft 
to  their  chin  in  water,  and  then  threw  off  their 
accoutrements  and  cloaths,  and  choie  rather  to 
fwim  for  their  lives,  than  be  taken  prifoners. 

When  they  faw  no  retreat  left  for  our  men  on 
fbore,  they  mounted  the  dyke,  and  by  a  vaft  fu- 
periority  of  numbers,  drove  thole  that  remained 
into  the  fea  •,  moft  of  whom  were  either  drowned 
or  killed  the  fire  from  the  Ihips  not  being  able 
to  cover  them  :  becaufe  had  it  continued,  our 
men  muft  have  iuffered  as  much,  or  more  thereby 
than  the  enemy.  A  few  found  fhelter  under  a 
rock,  and  were  taken  up  by  our  boats:  and  as 
foon  as  the  fire  ceaied  from  the  (hips,  the  French 

gave  quarter  to  thofe,  who  threw  down  their  arms  . 

However 

c  General  Drury  is  reported  to  be  fhot  in  the  bread,  and 
being  helped  by  a  grenadier,  pulled  od  his  cloaths  and  taking 
to  the  water,  was  drowned.  Sir  William  Boothby,  who  was 
fecond  in  command  over  the  grenadiers,  laved  himfelf  by 
fwimming  two  miles,  in  his  cloaths,  to  the  (hips.  Sir  John 
Armitage,  a  volunteer,  was  Ihot  upon  a  rock,  to  which  he 
fvvam  for  fhelter. 

Lift  of  officers  taken  pri  oners. 

Guards.  Lord  Frederick  Cavendifh,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pierfon,  Captain  Dickens,  Captain  Hyde,  W.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lambert,  Enfign  Sir  Alexander  Gilmour,  Captain 

I’ownall. - Lord  George  Bentinck’s.  Captain  Heathcote. 

Lieutenant  Shearing.— Cornwallis’s.  Lieutenant  Thompfon. 
—Loudoun’s.  Lieutenant  Price.— Effingham’s.  Captain  Brom- 
head.  Lieutenant  Whyly,  Lieutenant  Denffiire.— Manners’s. 

Captain 
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However  it  muft  be  recorded  to  their  eternal  in-  ^  D. 
famy,  that  whatever  mercy  the  French  pretended 
to  fhew  to  thefe,  and  compaflion  to  the  wounded, 
they  were  guilty  of  a  mod  inhuman  adtion,  that 
muft  never  be  forgot.-When  our  boats  were  all  fnrhe^hani. 
out  of  their  reach,  the  cowardly  villains,  fays  an  ty. 
eye  witnefs,  kept  firing  whole  platoons  on  fome 
of  our  naked  men,  that  could  not  fwim,  and  flood 
with  their  heads  juft  above  water,  to  be  acciden¬ 
tally  taken  up  by  the  boats  of  fuch  veffels,  as  laid 
neareft  the  fhore;  which  the  feamen  attempted 
with  the  rifkof  their  own  lives. 

The  condudt  of  thofe  concerned  in  this  expedi-  Remarks 
tion,  was  arraigned  before  the  bar  of  the  public  pedition. 
with  great  freedom.  The  impropriety  of  landing 
the  troops  at  a  place,  in  unfettled  weather,  on  a 
beach,  from  whence,  except  the  wind  blew  diredtly 
from  fhore,  and  that  but  (lightly,  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  reimbark  them  in  time  of  neceflity  ;  and 
where  they  could  not  even  effedt  the  landing  of 
the  artillery,  nor  communicate  with  the  fleet. 

Captain  Napier.— Wolfe’s.  Lieutenant  Rofe.— Lambton's. 

Captain  Revel,  Lieutenant  Grant. — Richmond's.  Lieutenant 
Price,  Lieutenant  Lambourn,  doubtful. — Grenadier  Guards. 

Captain  Bridgman,  Captain  Matthews,  Captain  Cafwell 
wounded. 

I  ' 

Lift  of  Officers  hilled. 

Major-General  Drury.— Guards.  Captain  Walker,  Enfign 
Cooks. — Loudon’s.  Lieutenant  Williamfon, — Kay’s.  Cap¬ 
tain  Edmondltone. - Effingham  s.  Lieutenant  Sandys. 

Manners’s.  Lieutenant  Moore,  Lieutenant  Wells.— Rich¬ 
mond’s.  Lieutenant  Drummond. — Grenadier  Guards.  Cap¬ 
tain  Rolt. — Manners’s.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilkinfon. 
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but  under  the  mod  hazardous  circumftances  •,  was 
faid  to  be  departing  from  that  wifdom  and  ability, 
which  had,  on  all  former  occafions,  recommended 
the  commander  at  fea  to  the  favour  of  his  King  and 
country.  The  commander  by  land  was  alfo  impeach¬ 
ed  for  expofing  his  army  to  the  manifeft  hazard  of 
being  diftreffed  for  provifions,  and  of  having  his  re¬ 
treat  cut  oft' by  the  enemy  •,  and  for  want  of  more 
caution  in  his  retreat,  before  an  army,  of  whofe  great 
fuperiority  he  had  certain  intelligence.  Matig- 
non  was  a  full  march  out  of  his  way  from  St.  Lu- 
naire  to  the  bay  of  St.  Cas :  and  the  beating  of 
the  generate  in  the  morning  of  his  retreat,  was 
publifhing  his  intentions  to  the  enemy,  who,  he 
was  informed,  was  providing  to  give  him  battle 
that  very  morning.  And  if  it  be  true  that  a  pro- 
pofal  was  made  to  the  general  to  embark  the  force 
from  a  fair  open  beach  on  the  left,  between  St. 
Guildo  and  St.  Cas ;  his  rejeding  that  advice,  and 
adhering  to  thofe  rafti  meafures,  that  followed, 
will  do  no  honour  to  his  memory.  The  marching 
with  drums  beating,  and  in  one  column,  which 
expofed  our  army  to  a  variety  of  accidents,  that 
fhould  have  been  particularly  guarded  againft  in 
their  circumftances  ;  and  eipecially  that  delay, 
with  which  their  march,  of  three  miles  from  the 
town  of  Matignon,  was  protrafted  from  three  in 
the  morning  till  nine,  before  they  arrived  on  the 
beach  of  St.  Cas,  are  moft  unaccountable  facts. 
The  difpofitions  for  their  embarkation  has  not 
efcaped  public  cenfure.  It  is  allowed,  by  way  of 
alleviation  in  favour  of  the  noble  commander,  that 
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he  had  received  no  proper  notice  for  the  re-im-  A.  D. 
barkation  :  but  it  was  certainly  a  great  overfight  I/S"- 
in  fuch  an  urgent  cafe,  where  expedition  was  the 
greateft  means  of  fafety  for  the  army,  that  the 
boats  did  not  pufti  the  men  they  took  up,  on  board 
the  fhips  neareft  in  fhore  >  but  on  the  contrary, 
they  through  a  punftilio  of  difpofition,  confumed 
much  time  in  carrying  the  men  to  their  refpedtive 
tranfports,  riding  at  the  greateft  diftance ;  and 
fome  boats  were  moft  idly  employed  in  carrying 
off  horfes  and  cows  inftead  of  men,  in  defiance  of 
the  fea  officers.  Befides,  much  blood  had  been 
faved,  if  the  cutters  and  fmall  craft,  which  lay 
idle,  had  been  ordered  in  ffiore  to  the  affiftance  of 
the  troops.  It  is  a  pity  that  General  Drury’s  me¬ 
mory  fliould  fuffer  for  the  intrepidity  and  bravery, 
by  which  he  ventured  and  loft  his  life  in  the  caufe 
of  his  country.  But  he  is  blamed  for  ffiffering  the 
French  to  difengage  themfelves  from  the  hollow- 
way,  without  difputing  the  paffage  with  them, 
with  bayonets  fixt,  which  was  advifed.  1  hen,  for 
quitting  the  dyke  or  breaft-work  with  a  handful 
of  men  to  attack  them,  drawn  up  in  a  formidable 
front,  without  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  ftand 
againft  fuperior  numbers :  inftead  of  retreating, 
as  he  was  advifed  alfo,  along  the  beach  to  a  rock 
on  the  left :  in  which  retreat  the  right  flank  would 
have  been  covered  by  the  entrenchment  •,  and  the 
fire  from  the  {Flipping  might  eafily  have  prevented 
the  enemy’s  purfuit  along  the  fhore. 

In  reply  to  thefe  imputations  there  appeared  an 
apologetical  letter,  wherein  the  commander  in 

O  3  chief 
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chief  is  made  to  fay,  “  Every  operation  in  war 
«  muft  appear  to  different  men  in  very  different 
“  views,  even  to  men  of  capacity,  abilities  and 
“  experience.  The  greateft  part  of  mankind, 

<c  the  military  not  excepted,  judge  without  re- 
“  fleXion,  and  from  trifling  little  views  and  cir- 
«  cumftances,  which  either  are  of  no  confequence, 

«  or  which  muff  often  happen,  in  every  operation, 
*«  by  the  very  nature  of  war. — However,  I  am 
tc  convinced  in  the  prefent  cafe,  that  the  real  caufe, 
«  and  firft  fpring  of  many  people’s  reflexions  on 
“  my  conduX,  is  my  fuccefs  at  Cherbourg  :  ftich 
««  is  the  prefent  melancholy  fituation  of  our  country. 
«  If  I  had  aXed  the  part  of  an  ignorant  coward, 
“  and  difhoneft  man,  I  fhould  have  found  friends 
«  and  proteXion,  where  I  found  none. — 1  am  very 
«  far  from  imagining,  that  I  have  not  committed 
«  faults  and  errors.  The  greateft  generals  in  all 
“  ages,  to  whom  I  have  not  the  fmalieft  preten- 
<<  fions  to  be  compared,  have  confeffed  that  they 
tc  have  committed  the  greateft  miftakes  every 
t(  campaign. — For  my  part,  when  I  confidered 
«  the  difficulties  of  aXing  with  vigour  upon  the 
e‘  coaft  of  France,  with  the  number  of  troops  un- 
«  der  my  command,  greatly  diminiffied  from 
what  they  were  upon  the  late  expedition  ;  I  was 
“  very  forty  that  his  Majefty  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  me,  and  to  defire  me  to  accept  of  a 
<c  command,  which  had  been  refufed  by  fo  many 
“  general  officers d.” 

a  See  the  letter  from  the  Honourable  L - 1  G 

B gh,  to  the  Right  Honourable  W - -m  F— t,  Efq; 
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The  ievere  treatment  of  our  forces,  on  this  re-  ^  D. 
treat,  had  fo  greatly  weakened  them,  and  the  ha"  Retm.n  to 
zard  forefeen  by  Lord  Hdwe  for  the  anchorage  ol  England, 
the  fleet  on  that  part  of  the  French  coaft,  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year,  till  the  further  fupplies  pro¬ 
vided,  could  be  taken  on  board,  if  fent  for,  and 
the  troops  put  again  into  a  proper  ftate  of  lervice, 
determined  him,  with  the  General’s  confent,  to 
return  for  that  purpofe  to  any  port  he  fhould  be 
moft  able  conveniently  to  gain  in  England  . 
Therefore,  having  by  a  mefiage,  obtained  leave 
of  the  Duke  d’Aguillon  f,  who  commanded  the 
French,  to  bury  our  dead,  which  was  done  the 
next  day  •,  they  failed  the  day  after  for  England, 
and  arrived  at  Portfmouthon  the  1 8th. 

The  French  account  of  this  affair  gafconades  French 
pretty  much,  in  regard  to  their  own  bravery  and  this  affiir. 
conduit,  and  to  the  lofs  on  both  fades  :  but  they 
that  read  it  will  find  enough  in  the  enemy’s  own 
relation  to  confirm  the  good  opinion  of  the  bravery 
of  our  men,  who,  though  but  an  handful,  main¬ 
tained  an  engagement  an  hour  and  a  half  with  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  s. 

Various 


e  See  Lord  Howe’s  letter,  dated  the  12th  of  September,  to 

Mr.  Pitt.  .  . 

f  He  alfo  fent  a  lift  of  his  prifoners,  which  is  given  on  p.210. 

g  The  following  relation  of  the  affair  at  St.  Cas,  was  pub- 
lifhed  at  Paris,  September  22,  by  authority.  .  _ 

The  Duke  d'Aguillon  having  received  information,  the 
cth  inftar.t  in  the  evening,  at  St.  Matthew,  near  Breft,  that 
the  Englilh  fleet,  after  having  fhewn  itfelf  the  3d  a  out  a 
league  to  the  north  of  St.  Malo,  where  it  call  anchor  on  ne 
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A.  D.  Various  were  the  effects  of  this  mifcarriage. 
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Effefls  of 
this  mif- 
earriage, 


The  reception  this  news  met  with  at  home,  will 

remain 


3d,  had,  on  the  4th,  landed  at  St.  Briac  a  body  of  12  or 
13,000  men,  he  difpatched  couriers  to  the  feveral  commander* 
in  that  province,  to  march  towards  St.  Briac  with  the  troops 
tinder  their  feveral  commands,  except  the  garrifons  of  Belle 
Ifle,  L’Orient,  Port  Louis,  and  the  Garda  Codas  ofNantz. 

Thofe  troops, which  were  cantoned  near  Breft,  began  to  move 
the  fame  evening,  and  proceed eddiredlly  to  Lamballe  :  where, 
on  the  Duke's  arrival  on  the  6th,  he  learnt,  that  the  enemy 
had  pitched  their  camp  between  St.  Briac  and  Dinant,  and  had 
polled  detachments  at  Ploubaly  and  Pleurtin,  two  leagues  from 
Dinant.  On  this  intelligence,  he  ordered  the  troops,  which 
M.  d’Aubigny  had  brought  from  Tregujer,  and  which  had 
reached  Lamballe  by  two  forced  marches,  to  proceed  the  fame 
evening  to  Dinant.  On  the  7th  it  was  occupied  before  noon. 

The  3th,  in  the  evening,  the  Duke  learnt  that  the  enemy, 
who  had  left  their  camp  at  Briac  that  morning,  were  marching 
to  the  right  in  order  to  reach  the  Guildo,  and  pafs  it  next  day 
at  a  ford  about  a  league  from  Plancouet.  Upon  this  he  de¬ 
termined  to  harrafs  them  upon  their  march. 

The  9th,  the  enemy  paffed  the  Guildo,  and  encamped  be¬ 
tween  St.  Jeguhel  and  the  wood  ofVal. 

The  10th,  at  break  of  day,  the  enemy  arrived  at  Matignon, 
and  encamped.  The  regiments  of  Bourbon,  Brilfac,  Breffe, 
and  Quercy,  who  arrived  the  night  before  at  Lamballe,  ad¬ 
vanced  from  thence  to  Henan,  a  league  from  Matignon.  The 
Count  de  Balleroy  joined  them  there  with  two  fquadrons  op 
dragoons,  and  took  the  command  of  this  column.  The  fe- 
cond  battalion  of  the  regiment  of  Penthievre  advanced  from 
Jugen  to  Plancouet,  and  MelTieurs  d’Aubigny  and  de  la  Chaftre 
had  orders  to  join  them  and  pafs  the  Guildo.  About  noon  the 
Duke  de  Aguillon  came  from  Henan,  with  a  large  detach¬ 
ment,  to  Matignon,  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  enemy, 
whom  he  found  very  advantageoufly  fuuated,  and  inexpugna¬ 
ble  051  that  fide. 
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pidture  of  the  times.  Almod  every  man  or  con- 

fideration 


On  the  1  ith,  the  enemy,  who  daring  the  night  had  made 
their  difpofitions  for  a  retreat,  began  at  day-break  to  fall  back 
to  St.  Cas.  M.  de  Broc  followed  clofe  at  their  heels,  and  fent 
advice  of  it  to  M.  de  Balleroy,  who  marched  direQly  to  fup- 
porthim.  The  Duke  d’Aguillon  rode  up  at  full  gallop  with 
Marheuff’s  dragoons,  and  joined  M.  de  Broc  s  detachment,  the 
van  of  which  had  got  the  eminences  of  St.  Cas.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  ordered  the  dragoons  to  difmount,  the  ground  being  unfit 
for  their  fervice  on  horfeback.  It  was  now  about  nine  in  the 
morning.  The  enemy’s  fleet  was  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and 
the  boats  had  begun  to  embark  the  troops,  which  were  drawn 
up  in  a  line  of  battle  upon  the  fliore,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Bay  of  St.  Cas,  behind  the  Downs,  and  trenches  which  they 
had  made  to  cover  their  embarkation.  Our  troops  arrived 
with  incredible  fpeed,  and  placed  themfelves  upon  the  emi¬ 
nences  of  St.  Cas.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  perceived  them, 
they  began  to  fire  upon  them  with  cannon  and  bombs  from 
four  or  five  frigates,  and  as  many  bomb  ketches  that  were  very 
near  the  fhore.  Our  cannon  came  up,  and  began  to  fire 
about  ten.  The  duke  d’Aguillon  fettled  the  plan  of  his  at¬ 
tack  in  an  inllant.  He  polled  upon  the  right  of  the  lhore  the 
Count  de  Belleroy,  with  the  regiments  des  Vaifleux,  Bourbon. 
Briflac,  and  Quercy,  to  go  along  the  fide  of  the  hedges  and  a 
bankoffand,  which  led  to  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  entrench¬ 
ments.  M.  d’Aubigny,  with  the  regiments  of  Boulonnois  and 
Brie,  the  battalions  of  Fontenay  le  Compte  and  Marmande, 
and  the  firft  battalion  of  Voluntaires  Etrangers,  was  pofted  on 
the  left,  to  come  down  upon  the  right  below  the  hamlet  of 
Ifle ;  and  M.  de  Broc  had  orders  to  march  with  his  detach¬ 
ment  ftraight  up  to  the  enemy’s  centre.  The  fecond  battalion 
of  Penthievre,  with  the  third  battalion  of  Voluntaires  Etran-r 
gers,  under  the  command  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Pern,  were 
pofted  in  referve.  The  Chevalier  de  Remond,  quarter-ma- 

fter-gener‘al,  led  the  column  of  the  left.  The  Chevalier  de 
*  Foptette, 
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A.  D.  ^deration  thought  it  his  own  private  intereft,  from 


I7s8‘  various  views  and  motives,  to  co-operate  more 

or 


Fontette,  afiiflant  quarter-mafler-general,  was. placed  in  the 
centre,  and  M.  de  Bouquet,  major  of  the  regiment  of  Royal 
deVaifleaux,  afling  as  major-general,  commanded  the  right. 

During  thefe  difpofitions,  which  were  executed  with  un¬ 
common  ardour  and  diligence  by  the  troops,  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  frigates  and  ketches  continued  with  great  vivacity. 
The  column  of  the  left  fell  down  upon  them  firit,  about  half 
pall  n  o'clock,  with  great  fpeed,  and  was  foon  followed  by 
thofe  of  the  centre  and  right.  The  troops  marched  up  to 
the  enemy’s  trenches  with  uncommon  fpirit,  notwithflanding 
the  prodigious  fire  from  the  fleet,  both  of  cannon  and  bombs ; 
and  alfo  of  fmall  arms  from  the  rigging,  and  of  feveral  armed 
boats  which  covered  their  flanks.  The  enemy  at  firit  advanc¬ 
ed,  to  form  a  column  from  their  centre  :  but  the  fire  of  fome 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  M.  de  Villepatour,  who  commanded 
our  artillery,  carried  to  the  right,  foon  put  them  in  confufion, 
and  made  them  retire.  The  engagement  then  became  gene¬ 
ral,  and  lafted  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  enemy  were  forced 
to  give  way,  and  our  artillery  killed  a  great  number  of  their 
men,  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  re-imbark.  1  hree  of  their 
boats  full  of  foldiers  were  funk,  many  more  were  killed  in 
boats  that  reached  the  fleet.  The  firing  ceafed  about  two  in 
the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy’s  frigates  and  ketches  began  to 
Hand  off  from  the  land.  About  1900  of  them  were  left  on  the 
fhore,  among  whom  were  feveral  officers  of  diftin&ion,  and, 
in  particular,  a  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Englilh 
guards,  befides  thofe  that  were  killed  in  the  boats  or  drowned. 
General  Drury  is  among  the  number  of  the  latter.  Vve  have 
taken  upwards  of  600  men,  and  39  officers,  fome  of  whom 
are  of  the  firll  families  in  England,  three  or  four  colonels,  as 
many  lieutenant-colonels,  and  four  captains  of  fhips,  thatre- 
_ _ tiic  embarkation.  This  body  of 
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or  lefs  with  our  enemies,  in  finking  and  deprefling  A. 
the  fpirit  of  the  ftate  :  as  might  be  eafily  explain¬ 
ed  to  the  meaneft.  capacity.  General  Bligh  was 
not  prefented  to  his  Majefty  for  fome  time.  The 
advocates  for  a  continental  war  made  their  ufe 
of  it :  and  the  oppofition  to  the  patriot  minifter 
raifed  the  moft  invidious  arguments  againft  a  littoral 
war  with  our  natural  enemy.  In  a  word,  it  gave 
pleafure  to  many  bafe,  envious,  jealous,  little 
minds.  But  no  argument  can  weigh  fo  much  in 
the  balance  of  reafon,  as  that  which  we  are  to 
draw  from  the  behaviour  of  the  French  after  their 
deliverance  from  thofe  brave  invaders  of  their  coaft. 
The  more  expreflive  their  joy  on  luch  an  occafion, 
the  greater  muft  be  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
their  deliverance.  Their  churches  refounded  with 
Te  Beams,  and  their  priefts  became  the  trumpeters 
of  the  court  to  encourage  and  prevail  with  them 

ing  of  ioo  men,  others  of  70,  befides  volunteers  by  fea,  not 
one  got  back  to  their  Ihips.  Their  whole  lofs  may  amount  to 
about  4000  men.  Ours  amounts  to  about  400  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed  ;  but  that  of  the  officers  is  much  greater  in  proport.on 
than  of  the  foldiers.  The  regiment  of  Brie  and  Boulonnois 
have  fuffered  greatly,  having  been  obliged  to  crofs  over  very 
difficult  ground,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  frigates,  to  get 
to  their  trenches.  Notwithftanding  this  obftacle,  thefe  regi¬ 
ments  marched  with  the  moft  undaunted  intrepidity,  as  did 
alfo  all  the  companies  of  grenadiers  and  pickets,  which  have 
alfo  loft  a  great  many  men.  Never  did  troops  difcover  more 
valour  and  alacrity  ;  they  advanced  with  incredible  diligence, 
notwithftanding  the  fatigue  of  double  marches  which  they  hau 
made  to  get  up,  the  greateft  part  having  marched  near  fifty 

leagues  in  four  days. 
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to  be  always  ready  to  defend  their  coaft  againft 
the  like  attempt,  by  explaining  to  them  the  certain 
ruin  of  their  trade,  their  navigation,  their  religion, 
and  the  difgraceof  their  King  and  country,  fhould 
the  Englifh  ever  be  able  to  carry  the  plan  of  thefe 
operations  againft  their  coafts  into  execution  with 
fuccefs.  For  the  belt  judgment  of  the  importance 
of  a  meafure  is  not  to  be  formed  upon  its  fuccefs 
in  the  execution  *,  but  upon  the  annoyance,  and 
degree  of  danger,  it  is  capable  of  bringing  upon 
an  enemy  in  their  own  opinion.  And  whatever 
might  be  the  errors  of  conduct  in  the  command¬ 
ers  of  this  expedition,  the  propriety  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  is  confirmed  by  the  attention  it  drew  from 
the  French  minilfry  :  nor  can  the  defeat  be  exag¬ 
gerated  beyond  a  fkirmifh  with  a  rear  guard  :  in 
which  Colonel  (Griffin)  deferves  much  greater 
praife  than  the  Duke  d’Aguillon. 

How  ftrong  foever  the  attempt  of  fome  was, 
to  put  the  people  out  of  humour  with  the  minifter, 
that  had  adviled  this  expedition  ;  their  fpirits  were 
kept  up,  and  they  were  fo  elated  by  the  fuccefs 
of  thflt  glorious  national  plan,  for  ruining  the 
French  power  and  intereft  in  North  America, 
which  began  to  operate  powerfully  in  the  advices 
received  from  thence,  during  thefe  littoral  opera¬ 
tions  ;  that,  in  general,  this  check,  at  St.  Cas, 
was  looked  upon  no  more,  than  an  accidental  rub 
in  the  way  of  arms  $  to  which  the  beft  concerted 
meafures,  and  the  mod:  able  and  brave,  are  liable 
in  the  courfe  of  a  war. 


You 
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You  have  read  that  North  America  was  the  ^D. 
principal  objeft  of  the  minifter’s  care,  after  Pro‘Theex  g_ 
viding  for  domeftic  fecurity  j  and  that  he  not  only  dition 
meditated  the  conqueft  ot  Cape  Breton  and  its 
dependencies,  and  formed  a  plan  to  drive  the  bourg. 
French  out  of  North  America,  but  had  taken  fuch 
precaution,  as  to  infure  fuccefs  to  the  naval  and 
military  forces  appointed  for  thefe  fervices  b. 

The  Honourable  Edward  Bofcawen,  Admiral 
of  his  Majefty’s  blue  fquadron,  failed  the  19th  of 
February,  from  England,  as  commander  in  chief 
of  all  his  Majefty’s  fhips  and  veflels  employed,  and 
to  be  employed,  in  North  America,  and  had  un¬ 
der  him  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight,  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white  •,  and  Philip  Durell,  Efqj  com¬ 
modore  :  and  the  fleet  confifted  of. 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

c  Hon.  Edw.  Bofcawen 
The  Namure  9°  {  Captain  Buckle 


Royal  William 

80  j 

Sir  Charles  Hardy, Kc. 
Captain  Evans 

Princefs  Amelia 

80  j 

Philip  Durell,  Efq; 

.  Captain  Bray 

Dublin 

74 

Capt.  Rodney 

Terrible 

74 

-  -  Collins 

Northumberland 

70 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Colvil, 

Vanguard 

70 

Capt.  Swanton 

Oxford 

70 

- Spry 

Burford 

70 

-  —  Gambier 

Somerfet 

70 

- - -  Hughes 

Lancafter 

7Q 

Hon.  G.  Edgecombe 

b  See  page  52,  53.  Vol.  IH. 
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Skips.  Guns. 

Commanders. 

1758. 

Devon  ffiire 

66 

Capt.  Gordon 

Bedford 

64 

- - Fowke 

Captain 

64 

- - -  A.mherft 

Prince  Frederic 

64 

- -  Man 

Pembroke 

60 

- Simcoe 

Kingfton 

60 

■ - Parry 

York 

60 

■ -  Pigot 

Prince  of  Orange  60 

- - -  Ferguffonne 

Defiance 

60 

• - -  Baird 

Nottingham 

60 

- Marffiall 

\ 

Centurion 

54 

• - Mantell 

Sutherland 

5° 

- -  Rous 

Frig 

A  T 

E  S,  &C. 

Juno,  Diana,  Boreas, 

Trent,  Gramont,  Shan- 

non.  Hind,  Portmahon,  Nightingale,  Kenning- 
ton.  Squirrel,  Beaver,  Hunter,  Scarborough, 
Hawke,  ./Etna,  Lightning,  and  Tyloe  armed  ffiip. 


The  army.  And  the  army  confided  of  11,936  men,  officers 
included,  together  with  324  men  of  the  train; 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Jeffery 
Amherft,  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefiy  s 
forces  to  be  employed  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton^ 
$cc.  — Brigadier-General  Edward  Whitmore  — 
Brigadier-General  Charles  Laurence  Brigadier- 
1  General  James  Wolfe — Colonel  Baftide,  chief 
engineer — Colonel  George  W  illiamfon,  command- 
er  of  the  train  of  artillery. 

Arrive  at  qhis  armament  arrived  fafe,  without  any  ma¬ 
terial  accident,  in  the  harbour  ol  Hallifax,  the 

capital  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  9th  day  of  May. 

The 
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The  Admiral  immediately  prepared  for  aCtion:  D. 

and  being  joined  by  all  his  forces  and  fhips*,  and 
they  well  provided  with  water  and  flores  of  all 
forts,  and  the  Tick  men  recovered  fit  for  fervice, 
he  proceeded  with  1 57  fail*  tranfports  included, 
from  Hallifax  \  and  fleered  to  the  feat  of  aCtion. 

Gabarus  Bay,  about  feven  miles  W.  of  Louif- At  Gaba- 
bourg,  was  the  place  defigned  for  the  landing  of 
the  army  :  where  the  fleet,  with  about  a  third  of 
the  troops,  came  to  anchor  about  five  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  2d  of  June  ;  and  at  fix  the 
admiral  made  a  fignal  for  all  barges  and  pinnaces, 
manned  and  armed,  to  attend  the  General  and  the 
Brigadier-Generals  Laurence  and  Wolfe,  who 
went  that  fame  evening  to  reconnoitre  the  fhore  as 
near  as  poffible,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  landing 
in  three  places,  next  morning,  in  cafe  the  troops 
arrived ;  who  madethisobfervation,that  every  place, 
where  it  was  probable,  or  practicable,  for  our 
troops  to  land,  was  defended  by  works  or  batte¬ 
ries,  and  that  the  enemy  had  a  chain  of  pofts  along 
fhore  from  Cape  Noir  to  Flat  Point,  and  irregulars 
from  thence  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  But  the 
troops  did  not  come  in  till  next  day. 

Several  hints  wrere  thrown  out  to*  the  admiral  q 

about  the  impracticability  of  landing  on  a  fhore  fo  the  Admi 
flrongly  fortified  and  guarded,  and  concerning 
the  danger  of  his  Majefly’s  fhips  riding  in  a  bay, 
where  the  pilots  had  no  knowledge  of  the  anchor¬ 
age.  Thefe  fpeeches  alarmed  the  admiral,  and 
put  him  upon  the  prudential  method  of  coming  at 
i  On  the  28th  of  May,  and  was  joined  by  General  Amherft 
and  Bragg’s  regiment  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  the  fame  day. 

the 
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the  real  fentiments  of  his  officers,  by  inviting 
them  on  board,  one  after  another,  and  dil- 
courfing  with  them,  feparately,  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  their  immediate  fervice.  The  general  opinion 
leaned  towards  the  impracticability,  in  fo  rough  a 
fea,  and  fo  well  fortified  a  fhore  ;  and  for  a  council 
of  war  of  both  fea  and  land  officers,  to  come  to 
a  final  refolution  :  when  it  coming  to  the  turn  of 
Captain  Fergu (Tonne,  an  old,  brave,  and  experi¬ 
enced  officer,  whom  Mr.  Bofcawen  had  requefted 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  attend  him 
in  this  fervice,  and  in  whofe  opinion  and  conduff, 
on  the  molt  trying  occafions,  he  could  place  great 
confidence  *,  this  captain,  having  delivered  himfelf 
in  the  molt  refpectful  terms,  in  regard  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  his  brethren,  whofe  reafons  the  admiral 
ingenuoufly  related  to  him,  and  delpifing  the  ar¬ 
guments,  drawn  from  the  danger  ot  the  fervice, 
for  proving  an  impracticability,  without  an  actual 
attempt  to  land,  and  to  force  the  enemy’s  polls 
with  all  the  art  and  Itrength  in  their  power,  he 
advifed  the  admiral,  for  his  own  honour,  and  the 
glory  of  his  country,  to'  exert  that  power,  with 
which  he  was  invelted  •,  and  not  to  leave  it  to  the 
uncertain  refolutions  of  a  council  ot  war,  which  had 
been  fo  fatal  at  Minorca,  at  Rochefort,  and  even 
at  Hallifax,  to  the  difgrace  of  all  concerned,  and  to 
the  extreme  lofs  of  the  nation.  Upon  this  remon-( 
itrance  of  one  brave  officer  in  private  converfation, 
we  fhall  fee  the  turn  this  grand  expedition  took, 
for  the  interelt  of  Great  Britain.  The  admiral 
acquiefced  in  the  jultnefs  of  the  captain’s  obier- 

vation  on  councils  of  war :  thanked  him  for  his 

open 
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open  and  honed:  advice  :  refolved  to  call  no  coun-  A-  D. 

£  1  •  •  n  I/So. 

cil  of  war,  but  ftri&ly  to  adhere  to  his  mltruc- 
tions,  which  was  to  land  the  troops  on  the  ifland 
of  Cape  Breton,  Here,  faid  he,  I  will  abide,  and 
put  them  all  alhore,  and  cover  their  retreat,  if  they 
think  proper  to  reimbark. 

This  refolution  difperfed  the  cloud  of  difficul-  Prepara- 
ties,  that  feemed  to  be  gathering  from  every  quar-  landing, 
ter.  The  admiral  notified  his  determination  not 
to  depart  out  of  that  bay,  till  every  way  was  tried 
to  carry  his  inftru&ions  into  execution.  A  fignal 
was  made  for  all  lieutenants :  to  whom  he  gave 
ftrift  charges  to  be  diligent  in  the  execution  of 
thofe  orders,  they  then  received,  for  landing  of 
the  troops,  and  for  affifting  the  military  in  every 
thing  in  their  power,  towards  completing  the  fer- 
vice,  in  which  they  were  jointly  engaged:  and 
about  eleven  that  fame  (3d)  day  at  noon,  theKen- 
nington  was  brought  to  an  anchor  clofe  in  fhore 
of  a  cove  at  the  north  eaft  end  of  Gabarus-bay, 
which  feemed  to  promife  a  convenient  coaft,  for 
the  intended  defcent  •,  but  was  well  guarded  by  fe- 
veral  encampments,  and  a  battery.  The  Kenning- 
ton  had  orders  to  filence  this  battery,  and  to  clear 
the  coaft  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  intended  to  attempt  a  landing  that  even-  Prevented 
ing :  but  the  weather  growing  hazy,  and  frefn  gales, 
blowing  into  fhore,  creating  a  great  furf  every 
day,  there  could  be  nothing  done  effectually  till 
the  8  th  •,  though  the  Hallifax  fnow  was  like  wife 
ordered  in  fhore  againft  another  battery  on  the 
4th  ;  and  both  fhe  and  the  Kennington  performed 
Vol.  III.  P  effectual 
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A.  D.  effectual  fervice.  Thefe  two  were  Rationed  ort 
*75 8-  the  left  at  the  little  bay  in  the  north  eaR,  to  which 
was  given  the  name  of  Kennington-Cove  :  the 
Sutherland  and  Squirrel  on  the  right,  near  White- 
Point,  and  the  Grammont,  Diana  and  Shannon 
frigates  in  the  center.  A  difpofition  made  by  the 
admiral’s direftion  to  terrify  and  annoy  the  enemy’s 
fortified  camps,  and  to  cover  the  boats  employed 
to  land  the  foldiers. 

On  the  6th,  the  wind  down  and  i  thick  fog, 
the  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  landing :  but,  be¬ 
fore  the  boats  were  manned,  the  wind  rifing  and 
a  great  fea  tumbling,  the  defcent  was  put  off  till 
the  8th,  when  the  wind  being  favourable  and  the 
weather  clear,  (and  Commodore  Durell  having 
reported,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  the  troops 
might  land  on  the  left,  without  any  great  inter¬ 
ruption  from  that  morning’s  furff)  the  troops 
were  debarked  in  the  boats  belonging  to  the  men 
«ow  ef-  of  war,  and  tranfports  :  the  former  under  the  di¬ 
verted.  re£tion  of  a  lieutenant,  mate  or  midfbipman  ;  and 
the  latter  under  the  direftion  of  the  officers  of 
the  troops  in  each  boat ;  the  general  having  given 
proper  orders  to  each  for  landing  them  in  three 
divifions.  The  fignal  for  this  debarkation  was 
made  about  two  o’clock  :  and  as  foon  as  the  boats 
were  prepared  to  fet  off  from  the  lhips,  a  mou 
furious  cannonading  was  continued,-  from  about 
fun  rife,  from  the  Kennington  and  Hallifax  and 
all  the  other  lhips,  in  their  refpeftive  Rations, 
along  the  ffiore,  until  about  eight  o’clock,  with 

only 
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only  fome  neeeflary  intermiflions  in  favour  of  the  A.  D. 
attempt.  175°‘ 

The  difpofition  for  landing  was  made  in  three 
divifions,  in  order  to  divide  the  forces,  and  to  dif- 

* 

traft  the  enemy’s  attention.  One  divifion,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wolfe,  which 
was  intended  to  attempt  a  landing  on  the  left  of 
Kennington-Cove*  confided  of  550  light  infantry  k* 
commanded  by  Major  Scott,  and  four  of  the  oldeft 
companies  of  grenadiers,  the  companies  of  Ran¬ 
gers  k,  fupported  by  the  Highland  regiment,  and 
thofe  by  the  eight  remaining  companies  of  grena¬ 
diers.  The  boats,  with  thefe  foldiers  on  board, 
rendezvoufed  near  White-Point,  under  cover  of 
the  (hip  guns*  about  four  o’clock.  A  feint  was 
made  by  the  fecond  divifion,  confiding  of  the 
Royal,  Lafcelles*  Monckton,  Forbes,  Andruther 
and  Webb,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  right,  to- 

k  Our  light  infantry.  Highlanders,  and  Rangers,  the 
French  termed  the  Englijh  fanjages,  perhaps  in  contradiflin&ion 
to  their  own  native  Indians,  Canadians,  & c.  the  true  French 
favages.  Thefe  light  infantry  were  a  corps  of  550  volunteers 
chofen  as  markfmen  out  of  the  molt  active  refolute  men  front 


all  the  battalions  of  regulars,  dreffed  fome  in  blue,  fome  in 
green  jackets,  and  drawers,  for  the  eafier  brUfhing  through 
the  woods,  with  ruffs  of  black  bear’s  fkin  round  their  necks, 
the  beard  of  their  upper  lips,  fome  grown  into  whifkers,  others 
hot  fo,  but  all  well  fmutted  on  that  part,  with  little  round  hats 
like  feveral  of  our  feamen. — Their  arms  were  a  fufil,  cartouch- 
box  of  balls  and  flints,  and  a  ponder  horn  flung  over  their 
fhoulders.  The  Rangers  are  a  body  of  irregulars,  who  have 
a  more  cut-throat,  favage  appearance ;  which  carries  in  it 
fomething  of  natural  favages :  the  appearance  of  the  light 
infantry  has  in  it  more  of  artificial  favages. 
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wards  White-Point,  under  the  conduct  of  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Whitmore:  and  the  third  divifion, 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Laurence,  in 
the  center,  was  formed  of  Amherft’s,  Hopfon’s, 
Otway’s,  Whitmore’s,  Laurence’s,  and  Warbur- 
ton’s,  and  at  the  fame  time,  made  a  fhew  of  land¬ 
ing  at  the  frefh  water  cove. 

The  enemy  had  expedled  this  vifit,  for  fome 
years.  Which  put  them  upon  many  devices  to 
prevent,  or  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of 
this  illand  very  difficult  and  hazardous  to  them, 
that  would  attempt  an  invafion.  For  this  purpofe 
they  had  finifhed  a  very  ftrong  breaft-work,  which 
was  defended  by  3000  regulars,  irregulars  and 
native  Indians,  polled  along  the  Ihore,  in  all  the 
probable  places  of  landing,  fortified  at  proper 
diftances  with  heavy  cannon  and  fwivels  of  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  calibre,  mounted  on  very  ftrong  per¬ 
pendicular  wooden  ftocks,  driven  deep  into  the 
ground  •,  befides  other  cannon  mounted  on  redans 
eredled  in  the  molt  advantageous  fituations  for 
flanking  an  invading  army. 

Thefe  fortifications  were  the  moft  complete  of 
their  kind.  Yet  they  had  an  extraordinary  addi¬ 
tion  by  an  artful  difpofal  of  trees  ;  which,  being 
laid  very  thick  together  at  the  diftance  of  twenty 
yards  in  fome  places,  and  of  thirty  in  other  places, 
between  the  lines  and  the  waters  edge,  with  their 
branches  towards  the  fea,  quite  round  the  cove, 
rendered  the  approaches  to  the  front  lines  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult,  even  if  there  had  been  no  fire  to  de¬ 
fend  them.  For  the  bare  attempt  of  pofleffing 
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thefe  lines,  fays  one  that  was  prefent,  would  have  A-  D. 
been  like  penetrating,  with  incredible  fatigue  and 
endlefs  labour,  through  a  wild  foreft,  where  the 
branches  of  one  tree  are  interwoven  with  thofe  of 
another.  What  ftill  contributed  to  the  ftrength  of 
this  kind  of  fortification,  was  the  manner  of  dif- 
pofing  the  foreft  work  in  front ;  fo  that  it  only  ap¬ 
peared  at  a  diftance  one  continued  green  of  little 
fcattered  branches  of  fir.  Very  few  guns  on  their 
lines  were  diftinguifhable  out  of  the  reach  of  their 
metal :  and  the  reft  were  concealed  with  fpruce 
branches,  untils  the  boats  advanced  towards  the 
Ihore,  with  a  refolution  of  forcing  the  works. 

Our  boats  rowed  up  to  thofe  places  of  deftruc-  Refolution 
tion  with  the  moft  undaunted  courage.  But,  as  "[en°'u 
they  approached,  in  line  of  battle,  the  brave  ad¬ 
venturers  were  prefently  convinced  of  their  mif- 
take,  in  regard  to  the  appearance  of  the  enemy’s 
ftrength  :  and  the  enemy,  too  prefuming  of  their 
own  ftrong  entrenchments  and  fortifications,  un- 
mafked  the  latent  deftru&ion  fomewhat  before  the 
proper  time  for  its  due  execution.  Before  our 
boats  came  near  the  water’s  edge,  the  batteries 
began  to  play,  and  to  fire  red  hot  balls,  grape 
and  round  (hot,  with  great  aflivity  ;  and  a  conti¬ 
nual  difcharge  of  fmall  arms  fhowered  upon  them 
from  the  lines,  which  were  about  fifteen  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  boats. 

This  obliged  the  left  wing  to  defift,  and  to  Left  wing 
withdraw  from  the  impregnable  fbore  of  Kenning- 16  ieat!* 
ton  Cove  ;  and  the  confequence  had  been  much 
more  fatal  to  our  people,  few  or  any  of  whom 
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'  A.  D.  could  have  efcaped,  had  the  enemy  fuffered  our 
* /58-  men  to  land  quietly  upon  that  narrow  fhoal  beach  ; 

for,  then  they  mud  all  have  laid  down  their  arms, 
or  have  been  flaughtered  upon  the  flrore.  But 
Exafpera-  our  troops  were  rather  exafperated,  than  difcou- 
tcd.  raged,  by  this  unforefeen  and  mafked  way  of  fire- 
ing,  and  making  all  the  expedition  they  were  able 
towards  their  center,  it  was  determined  with 
united  force  to  defy  all  oppofition  and  dratagem, 
and  to  land  wherever  there  appeared  a  probability 
of  any  degree  of  fuccefs.  Fortune  favoured  the 
Land.  attempt  of  the  brave.  Lieutenants  Hopkins  and 
Browne,  with  Enfign  Grant,  and  about  ioo  light 
infantry,  opened  an  entrance  to  the  fhore  on  the 
ri°ht  of  the  cove,  over  rocks  and  deeps,  which 
had  been  deemed  inacceflible  and  impracticable. 

Brigadier  Wolf  feized  the  advantage ;  gave 
orders  for  the  remainder  to  improve  the  prefent 
opportunity,  and  to  fupport  their  comrades  on 
Ihore.  Their  impatience  was  fuch,  that  they  call 
off  all  reftrainr,  and  with  impetuous  emulation, 
the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  Rangers,  and 
Highlanders,  drove  who  fliould  get  fird  on  fhore, 
though  expofcd,  the  whole  time,  to  the  furious 
fire  of  a  battery  of  three  guns,  which  fometimes 
raked,  and  fometimes  flanked  them ;  and  to  the  con¬ 
tinual  difcharge  of  fmall  arms  within  twenty  yards 
of  them.  But  what  was  able  to  dop  their  fury  ? 
One  hoat  was  dove  in  the  hurry,  and  fome  grena¬ 
diers  were  thereby  drowned  j  and  feveral  overfet 
and  broke  to  pieces.  The  lofs  by  the  fire  was  fo 
trifling  as  not  tp  be  mentioned  $  and  chiefly 
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amongft  the  fcamen,  that  had  the  care  of  the  boats.  A.  D. 
The  landing  was  effe&ed  at  this  place. 

Amongft  the  foremoft  in  this  hot  fervice  we  General 
find  Brio-adier  Wolfe  hirnfelf,  who  jumped  out  ofieaps  into 
his  boat  into  the  furffi,  which  kept  them  dancing  is  f0u0wecj 
on  the  water,  and  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  fire,  by  ^ 
His  example  was  followed  by  all  the  troops.  Bri¬ 
gadier  Laurence,  with  the  r„eft  of  the  brigades,  did 
The  fame,  a  little  to  the  left,  foon  after :  and  they, 
were  fupported  with  all  convenient  expedition  by 
the  remainder  of  the  center  from  the  fhips,  and  by 
the  divifion  of  the  right  wing,  which  alfo  gained 
the  fhore  amidft  a  continual  difcharge  of  fhot  and 
{hells  from  the  enemy’s  lines.  The  rear  was 
brought  up  by  Major-General  Amheift,  bearing 
teftimony  to  the  refolution  and  bravery,  with  which 
thofe  troops,  he  had  to  depend  upon  in  his  future 
arduous  undertakings,  had  iurmounted  difficulties 
and  defpifed  dangers. 

It  was  not  the  ftrength  and  ftratagem  of  the  Boats 
enemy  they  had  folely  to  combate :  the  boifteious 
fur  ft',  which  drove  on  moft  parts  of  the  fhore  at 
that  time,  ftove  a  great  number  of  the  boats-,  by 
which  feveral  of  the  men  were  fo  much  hurt  and 
bruifed,  as  to  be  very  incapable  of  helping  and 
taking  care  of  themielves,  and  fome  weie  ciufhed 
to  pieces  between  the  boats  and  the  rocks.  Mof, 
that  did  land,  were  obliged  to  do  it  without  order 
and  in  much  confufion,  -wading  through  the  great. 

{'well,  and  their  arms  much  wetted:  then  to  icram- 
ble  up  fuch  rugged  rocks,  and  almoft  upright 
precipices,  as  had  been  deemed  inacceftible  and 
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4-  D.  in  no  need  of  fortifications  for  their  defence,  by 
17581  the  enemy’s  fkilful  and  wary  engineers ;  their  own 
Dangers  fteep,  rough  affent  having  been  judged  beyond  the 
«d.  attempt  of  men  under  arms,  before  this  glorious 
day.  Thefe  were  not  the  only  difcouragements* 
They  were  in  a  fituation  that  would  not  allow 
them  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  their  arms,  and 
were  themfelves,  the  whole  time,  expofed  to  the 
utmoft  fury  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  in  landing  and 
climbing  the  rocks. — A  fpirit,  that  will  always 
exert  itfelf,  where  Engliffimen  are  allowed  to  act 
againft  an  enemy. — A  danger,  which  a  council  of 
war  would  never  encounter.  Which  makes  good 
the  obfervation,  That  national  virtue  is  to  be  fought 
for  in  the  fpirit  of  the  foldiery,  and  not  folely  in 
the  councils  of  their  officers,  where  a  majority  has 
frequently  deprived  the  nation  of  the  advantages, 
_  that  might  have  fucceeded  by  the  vigorous  and 
brave  minority.  For,  this  national  fpirit  of  our 
foldiery  was  never  known  to  flag,  under  the  con¬ 
duit  of  fuch  commanders,  as  fignalized  themfelves 
on  this  occafion. 

Draw  up  Such  an  unexpected  gaining  what  had,  till  now, 
the  batte-  been  thought  an  inacceffible  ffiore,  and  landing 
nes*  in  the  mod  incredible  places,  terrified  the  aftoniffied 
foe  :  and  our  men  acquired  fueh  an  increafe  of 
fpirit  and  fortitude,  by  every  difficulty  they  fur- 
mounted,  that  being  arrived  at  a  convenient  place 
to  unite,  they  inftantly  attacked  the  next  battery 
to  them,  in  flank,  with  fo  much  vigour,  as  drove 
the  enemy  from  that  ftrong  poll,  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation  :  and  with  one  continued  exertion  of 

the 
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the  greateft  bravery,  in  furrounding  and  attack-  A. 
ing  the  enemy’s  extenfive  lines,  they  faw  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  whole  fhore  and  all  its  works, 
before  they  had  hardly  time  to  give  one  regular 
ftroke  of  true  Englilb  bravery. 

The  flackening  of  their  fire,  when  the  enemy  The 
faw  our  men  land  pretty  near  them  •,  and  the  my 
faint  reffillance  they  made,  when  our  troops  at¬ 
tacked  their  lines  and  batteries,  fhew  that  the 
French  placed  their  whole  confidence  in  the 
ftrength  of  their  coaft :  that  they  never  had 
dreamt  of  being  driven  to  the  neccflity  of  de¬ 


fending  their  polls  fword  in  hand  :  that  they  had 
formed  no  plan  of  retreat,  nor  a  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous,  for  them  to  rally  and  give  us  battle,  before 
our  troops  could  be  fuccoured  and  fupplied  with 
artillery  from  the  fhips :  in  a  word,  they  were  dis¬ 
ciplined  to  fight  under  cover,  and  where  the  malk 
was  pulled  off  by  force  and  dint  of  courage,  their 
cowardice  appeared,  and  they  ran  away,  with  tire 


utmollconllernation  and  confufion,  into  the  woods ; 
leaving  fqme  of  them  killed  1  in  the  flight,  and 
about  70  prifoners  :  amongtl  whom  were  two  cap¬ 
tains  and  two  lieutenants  of  grenadiers 


The 


1  Amongft  the  flain  was  one  officer  and  a  native  Indian  chief, 
a  very  flout,  well  made  and  a  very  adlive  intrepid  man.  He 
had  a  medal  of  diftindtion  about  his  neck,  which  was  taken 
and  prefented  to  Admiral  Bofcawen. 

m  The  lofs  of  his  Majefty's  troops  in  landing,  was  Captain 
Baillie  and  Lieutenant  Cuthbert,  of  the  Highland  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Nicholfon,of  Amherft’s,  fourferjeants,  one  corporal 

and  thirty-eight  men  killed  ;  twenty-one  of  whom  were  gre¬ 
nadiers, 
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A.  D.  The  next  and  immediate  care  of  the  com- 
I758'  mander  on  fhore,  was  fo  to  difpofe  of  his  troops, 
t^Eng1-  °f  as  at  once  t0  P°^e^s  fhore,  to  purfue  the 
lift  on  enemy,  and  to  prevent  a  furprize.  Which  was 
done  by  detached  parties :  one  of  which  fecured 
the  pofleflion  of  the  fhore  for  feveral  miles,  as  far 
as  Louifbourg  •,  and  found,  in  different  places, 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  feventeen  pieces  of 
cannon  %  fourteen  large  fwivels,  two  mortars, 
one  of  brafs,  eight  inches,  and  another  of  iron,  ten 
inches  diameter,  with  a  fhell  in  it  ready  to  be 
fired  ;  a  furnace  for  red-hot  balls,  feveral  fmall 
arms,  and  a  good  quantity  of  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition,  tools  and  ftores.  The  other  party  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  purfuit  of  the  difperfed  enemy  was 
commanded  by  Wolfe  and  Laurence,  who  drove 
them  over  rocky  hills  and  boggy  moraffcs,  till 
they  got  under  the  protedlion  of  the  guns  of 
Louifbourg ;  from  whofe  ramparts,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  our  purfuing  party  was  faluted  with 
a  difcharge  of  feveral  pieces  of  cannon.  By 
which  we  gained  an  exadl  diftance,  for  encamping 
with  fecurity  from  the  town,  to  inveft  it-,  and  it 
did  not  damage  our  troops :  and  the  general  of- 

nadiers,  and  of  thefe  eight  were  (hot,  the  reft  drowned  in 
trying  to  get  afhore :  five  lieutenants,  two  ferjeants,  one 
corporal,  and  fifty-one  men  were  wounded.  And  of  the  five 
companies  of  rangers,  oneenfign  and  three  private  men  killed, 
one  miffing  and  one  wounded  ;  and  above  too  boats  were 
loft. 

n  Viz.  3  twenty -four  pounders,  7  nine  pounders,  and  7  fix 
pounders. 
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fleers  did,  that  very  afternoon,  mark  out  a  camp  A.  D. 
on  the  very  fpot,  which  they  afterwards  occupied 
during  the  whole  fiege.  The  enemy  no  fooner  Encamp, 
law  the  preparations  for  a  camp  fo  near  them, 
than  the  governor  of  Louifbourg  ordered  the  bar¬ 
rack  at  the  grand  battery,  already  difmantled  and 
ruined,  to  be  burnt.  He  gave  the  like  orders 
relative  to  all  the  out-buildings  j  and  left  nothing 
{landing  within  two  miles  of  the  town  walls,  but 
the  tower  at  the  grand  battery,  and  lome  chirm 
neys,  and  gable  ends  of  wretched  hovels. 

Such  was  the  incredible  fervice  and  extraordi-  Remarks, 
nary  atchievements  of  a  day  •,  that  mull  be  ever 
glorious  in  the  annals  of  this  nation  1  and  con¬ 
vince  pofterity,  that  no  difficulties  nor  dangers 
are  fufficient  to  withftand  the  impetuofity  of  an 
Engliffi  army  ;  and  that  every  thing  ought  to  be 
tried,  before  a  council  of  war  ffiall  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  an  attempt  impracticable.  How  that 
might  have  been,  had  Admiral  Bofcawen  left  the 
practicability  of  this  fervice  to  the  rcfolutions  of  a 
council  of  war,  from  which  he  was  diffuaded  by 
the  advice  above -related,  is  uncertain  :  but,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  events,  there  would 
be  very  little  hopes  in  trying  fo  defperate  an  ex¬ 
periment  in  taCtics,  had  thefe  hazards  been  fore- 
feen,  and  cooly  weighed  with  the  balance  of  per- 

fonal  fafety. 

Being  in  poffeffion  of  the  ffiorc,  the  next  at-  siege  of 
tendon  devolved  upon  the  mealures  to  be  pur- 
fued  againit  the  famous  fortification,  that  terror 
of  No.rth  America,  Louifbourg,  the  principal  ob- 
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je£t  of  this  expedition,  whofe  garrifon  confifted  of 
2500  regular  troops,  300  militia,  formed  out  of 
the  burghers,  and  350  Canadians,  who,  during  the 
fiege,  found  an  opportunity  to  get  into  the  town : 
and  in  the  harbour  there  lay  fix  fhips  of  the  line 
and  five  frigates.  Which,  with  the  difficulties 
they  forefaw  in  the  communication  with  the  fleet, 
through  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  furf  on  the  coaft,  that  greatly  endangered 
the  navigation  of  the  fmall  craft,  and  in  the  length 
of  their  approaches  over  very  bad  marfhy  ground, 
prognofticated  a  long,  tedious,  and  hazardous  fiege. 
However,  the  commander  in  chief  took  every 
precaution,  by  fecuring  his  camp  with  redoubts 
and  epaulements,  from  any  attempt  by  the  Cana¬ 
dians,  who  might  be  expefted  to  make  a  power¬ 
ful  effort  to  relieve  the  town,  and  from  the  fire 
of  the  French  fhips  in  the  harbour,  to  fecure  his 
communication  with  the  fleet :  and  with  a  refolu- 
tion  and  conduct,  becoming  one  in  his  circum- 
ftances,  he  was  determined  and  prepared  to  meet 
the  greatefl:  dangers. 

The  furf  continued  fo  extremely  bad,  that  he 
could  get  only  fome  tents  afhore.  Nor  could  any 
thing  more  be  landed  for  the  army,  till  the  nth, 
when  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  the  light  fix 
pounders,  and  fome  artillery  ftores  were  carried 
afhore.  Had  the  enemy  with  their  fuperiority  of 
numbers,  and  other  confiderable  advantages,  at¬ 
tacked  our  little  army,  in  want  almoft  of  every 
thing,  and  their  communication  with  the  fleet 
precarious,  during  this  interval,  they  might  have 

greatly 
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greatly  perplexed  our  fituation.  But  a  fatal  ti¬ 
midity  confined  their  attention  to  their  towns  de¬ 
fence  •,  till  it  was  too  late  to  think  of  attacking 
our  trenches.  On  the  contrary.  General  Amherft, 
on  the  1 2th,  detached  Brigadier  Wolfe,  with 
1200  men,  four  companies  of  grenadiers,  three 
companies  of  rangers,  and  fome  light  infantry, 
round  the  north-eaft  harbour,  with  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  light-houfe  point,  with  an  intention  to 
filence  the  ifland  battery,  and  to  attempt  the  de- 
flrudtion  of  the  fhips  in  the  harbour  :  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  fent  by  fea  the  artillery,  tools,  Sec, 
which  had  been  ordered  for  that  fervice.  As 
Brigadier  Wolfe  approached,  the  enemy  aban¬ 
doned  every  poll  in  his  rout,  leaving  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  See.  and  a  great  quantity  of  fifh,  at  a 
pldce  called  Lorembec ;  all  which  were  deftroyed 
or  rendered  ufelefs :  and  our  troops  took  pofieffion 
of  Light-houfe  point,  and  all  the  polls  on  that 
fide  the  harbour. 

At  lafl,  on  the  13th,  the  French  thought  of 
Tallying  out  of  their  ftrong  fortifications.  Our 
men  were  employed  in  making  a  communication 
from  the  right  to  the  left  in  the  front  of  the 
camp,  and  in  erecting  three  redoubts  on  the  mod 
advantageous  ground  in  the  front  alfo.  A  French 
party  put  on  a  vigorous  countenance,  and  marched 
towards  our  works :  but  they  were  foon  driven 
back,  with  the  lofs  of  five  killed  and  forty  wound¬ 
ed,  by  the  light  infantry.  On  the  14th  the  can¬ 
nonade  from  the  town  continued  aimoft  all  day  : 
and  their  Ifiand  battery  and  (hips  gave  our  men 
1  fome 
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fome  trouble  till  the  25th,  when  the  Ifland  bat¬ 
tery  was  filenced  by  the  batteries  we  had  made 
at  the  light-houfe. 

The  perpetual  duty  either  in  working  on  the 
roads,  in  draining  of  bogs*  in  ere&ingof  redoubts, 
batteries,  block-houfe,  ike.  and  in  watching  the 
motions,  and  refilling  the  efforts  of  the  enemy* 
fell  very  heavy  upon  fo  fmall  an  army,  that  was 
obliged  to  have  feveral  parties  out :  Befides,  Co¬ 
lonel  Meflervey,  and  moll  of  his  carpenters  were 
taken  ill  of  the  fmall  pox  5  of  which  the  colonel* 
his  fon  and  96  of  his  carpenters  died  before  the 
27th  of  this  month  :  therefore  Admiral  Bofcawen 
ordered  200  marines  to  guard  the  coafl;  at  Ken- 
nington  Cove,  which  proved  a  great  eafe  to  the 
army. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  befieged  endeavoured  to 
throw  further  obllacles  in  the  way  to  retard  our 
operations 0 ;  not  doubting,  if  they  could  prevent 
an  attack  by  fea,  that  they  would  be  to  able  to  hold 
out  againfi:  the  land  forces,  till  the  feafon  would  fo 
far  advance*  as  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to  re-imbark. 
With  this  view  the  governor  of  Louifbourg,  on 
the  29th,  at  night,  ordered  the  Apollo,  a  two¬ 
decked  Ihip ;  la  Fidelle,  a  3 6  gun  frigate;  la 
Chevre,  and  la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each,  to  be 

«  On  the  19th  the  Echo,  a  French  frigate  of  32  gans,  was 
brought  into  Gabareufe  bay.  She  had  got  oat  of  the  har¬ 
bour  on  the  13th,  and  was  bound  for  Quebec.  By  which 
prize  it  was  known  that  the  Bizarre  had  got  out  on  the  day 
our  troops  landed,  and  that  (he  Commette  had  failed  from 
thence  fome  days  after. 
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funk,  in  the  harbour’s  mouth,  with  moft  of  their  A.D. 
mails  cut  off ;  to  obftrud  the  paffage  for  our  I7s8’ 
great  ihips.  And  as  our  works  advanced,  the 
cannonading  from  the  town  and  the  fhipping  p  in- 
creafed  -alfo :  and  feveral  ikirmiihes  happened 
daily,  between  parties  from  the  town  and  our  light 
infantry  •,  but  with  no  fuccefs,  nor  with  much 
advantage  on  our  fide.  But  on  the  9th  of  July 
the  enemy  made  a  fortie  %  where  Brigadier  Lau¬ 
rence  commanded.  They  came  from  Cape  Noir, 
and  furprifed  a  company  of  Forbes’s  grenadiers, 
commanded  by  Lord  Dundonald,  polled  in  a 
flecke  on  the  right.  Major  Murray,  who  com¬ 
manded  three  companies  of  grenadiers,  imme¬ 
diately  detached  one,  and  drove  the  enemy  back, 
with  the  affiftance  of  Whitmore’s  and  Brag’s,  who 
behaved  very  well.— In  this  ikirmiih  Lord  Dun¬ 
donald  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Tew  was  wounded 
and  made  prifoner  :  Captain  Bontein,  of  the  en¬ 
gineers,  was  taken  prifoner ;  one  corporal  and  three 
men  killed  •,  feventeen  men  wounded,  and  one 
ferjeant  and  eleven  men  were  miffing.  On  the 
part  of  the  fortie,  Chevalier  de  Chauvelin,  a  cap-; 
tain,  was  killed :  one  lieutenant  was  wounded 
and  taken  prifoner  :  feventeen  men  were  killed* 
four  wounded  and  made  prifoners,  befides  others 
wounded  and  carried  into  the  town,  amongfl:  whom 
was  a  captain  that  died  immediately. 

v  Five  line  of  battle  and  a  frigate  of  36  guns,  in  the  har¬ 
bour. 

*5  Of  live’piquets,  fupported  by  600  men. 
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The  works  being  advanced  within  650  yard' 
from  the  covered  way,  under  the  direction  of  Bri¬ 
gadier  Wolfe,  on  the  13th  four  batteries  were 
traced  out,  with  an  intention  to  place  twenty-four 
pounders,  to  deftroy  the  defences,  and  a  batttery 
of  feven  mortars,  with  fome  twelve  pounders,  to 
ricochet  the  works  and  the  town.  And  on  the 
1 6th,  towards  night,  the  fame  brigadier  pufhed 
on  a  corps,  and  took  pofiefiion  of  the  hills  in  the 
front  of  the  Barafoy,  where  a  lodgment  was 
made  in  the  midft  of  a  very  brifk  fire  from  the 
town  and  the  fhipping  •,  yet  there  appeared  no 
great  hopes  of  fpeedy  fuccefs  againft  the  town  ; 
till  on  the  21ft,  when  it  was  greatly  alarmed  with 
an  explofion  of  gunpowder  on  board  a  fliip  in 
the  harbour,  that  blew  up,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fails 
of  two  more.  They  burnt  very  furioufly  ;  being 
deprived  of  all  affiftance  from  the  town,  by  the 
continual  fire  from  our  batteries,  to  prevent  boats 
going  on  board.  By  which  accident  the  enemy 
loft  the  Entrepenant,  the  Capricieux  and  Superb 
men  of  war ;  fo  that  there  remained  no  more  than 
the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant  in  the  harbour,  to 
guard  againft  any  furprife  or  affault  by  fea. 

Two  of  the  batteries,  with  13  twenty-four 
pounders,  and  that  of  feven  mortars  on  the  right, 
were  opened  on  the  2  2d,  and  played  with  great 
fuccefs  •,  and  at  laft  our  fhells  put  the  citadel  in 
flames ;  though  the  enemy  fired  well  from  the 
town,  threw  their  fhells  into  our  works,  and  fired 
all  forts  of  old  iron,  and  any  fluff  they  could 
pick  up.  For  which  reafon  the  French  mortars. 
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we  had  taken,  were  fent  to  throw  ftones  into  the 
town  from  the  trenches. 

On  the  23d  the  cohorns  were  tifed  at  night*, 
and  the  batteries  fucceeded  fo  well  that  they  fet 
fire  to  the  enemy’s  barracks,  which  burnt  with 
great  violence.  But  the  admiral,  dubious  of  the 
time  the  fiege  might  take,  with  the  prefent  ftrength 
on  fhore,  on  the  24th,  ordered  four  hundred  fea- 
men  to  aflift  in  working  the  batteries,  &c.  and  two 
hundred  miners  were  added  to  a  corps  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  already  eftablifhed  :  which  had  the  defired  ef¬ 
fect.  From  this  time  the  fate  of  the  befieged  feemed 
to  be  determined.  For,  on  the  25th  they  had 
brought  all  their  batteries  to  bear :  and  the  ad¬ 
miral  concerted  meafures  with  the  general  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant  in  the  harbour* 
Six  hundred  failors  were  detached  from  the  fleer* 
in  boats,  to  perform  this  fervice,  to  take  or  to 
deftroy  thofe  two  men  of  war;  whofe  intention 
and  proceedings  were  covered  by  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  cannonading  from  our  batteries,  to  keep 
the  enemy’s  attention  fixed  altogether  to  the  land- 
fervice.  The  fire  never  ceafed  :  and  the  failors 
boarded  the  two  fhips ;  burnt  the  Prudent,  which 
was  a-ground ;  and  towed  off  the  Bienfaifant  to 
the  north-eafl  harbour  q.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
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s  Of  which  gallant  aftion  Adinirat  Bofcawen  fent  the  fob 
lowing  account  to  Mr.  Pitt,  dated  28th  of  July  1758. 

“  I  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant  adlion  in 
the  night  between  the  25th  and  26th  inft.  the  boats  of  the 
fquadron  were,  in  two  divifions,  detached  under  the  command 
of  Captains  Laforey  and  Balfour,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
Vol.  III.  or 
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A.  D.  miners  and  workmen  went  on  very  well  with 
their  approaches  to  the  covered  way,  under  a  con¬ 
tinued 

or  burn  the  Prudent  of  74  guns,  and  Bienfaifant  of  64,  the 
only  remaining  French  fhips  in  the  harbour ;  in  which  they 
fucceeded  fo  well,  as  to  burn  the  former,  fhe  being  a-ground, 
and  take  the  latter,  and  tow  her  into  the  north-eaft  harbour, 
notwithflanding  they  were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon, 
and  mufquctry  of  the  ifiand  battery,  Point  Rochford,  and  the 
town,  being  favoured  with  a  dark  night.  Our  lofswas  incon- 
fiderable,  ieven  men  killed,  and  nine  wounded.  I  have 
given  the  command  of  the  Bienfaifant  to  Captain  Balfour,  and 
the  Echo,  a  frigate,  to  Captain  Laforey.” 

About  noon,  by  the  admiral’s  order,  two  boats,  a  barge 
and  pinnace  or  cutter  from  every  fliip  of  the  fleet,  except  the 
Northumberland,  an  invalid,  manned  only  with  their  proper 
crews,  and  armed  with  mufquets  and  bayonets,  cutlafles,  pillols 
and  pole-axes,  each  boat  under  the  direction  of  a  lieutenant 
and  mate  or  midfhipman,  rendezvoufed  at  the  admiral’s  fhip  : 
From  thence  they  were  detached,  by  two’s  and  three’s  at  a 
time,  to  join  thofe  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy’s  fquadron  off  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  they  were,  in  the  evening, 
ranged  in  two  divifions,  under  the  command  of  the  two  fe- 
nior  maflers  and  commanders  in  the  fleet,  the  Captains  La¬ 
forey  and  Balfour. 

In  this  order  they  put  off  from  Sir  Charles's  fquadron  about 
twelve  o'clock,  and  by  the  advantage  of  the  foggy  darknefs  of 
the  night,  and  the  inviolable  fiience  of  their  people,  paddled 
into  the  harbour  of  Louifoourg,  unperceived  either  by  the 
ifiand  battery,  they  were  obliged  to  come  very  near  to,  or  by 
the  two  men  of  war  that  rode  at  anchor  at  no  great  diflance 
from  them.  There  was  no  great  probability  of  their  being 
perceived  from  any  part  of  the  garrifon,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  greater  diflance,  but  alfo  of  the  preconcerted  brifk  di- 
verfion  made  upon  them,  from  all  our  batteries,  about  that 
time.  Befides,  the  befieged  themfelves  left  nobody  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  any  noife :  For,  from  having  in  the  day-time 
obferved  the  numerous  fcaling  ladders  that  were  brought  into 
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tinued  and  very  frnart  fire  from  it,  with  grape-  A.  D. 
foot,  and  all  forts  of  old  iron  from  the  guns  of  I7‘>8- 
the  ramparts. 

Every 


our  trenches,  they  were  under  feme  apprehenfiqns  of  an  efca- 
lade,  intended  as  this  night,  and  kept  a  conllant  fire  with  their 
mufquetry  from  the  ramparts,  during  the  whole  time,  with  the 
defign,  if  poffible,  to  deter  the  befiegers  fjpm  that  attempt, 
by  (hewing  them  how  well  they  were  upon  their  guard  in  all 
the  places  it  could  probably  be  made. 

During  this  feeming  fecurity  and  prudent  precaution  on 
both  fides,  the  bold  ftratagem  of  the  boats,  for  furprifing  the 
two  remaining  fhips  in  the  enemy’s  harbour,  every  moment 
ripened  for  the  execution.  After  pufhing  in  as  far  almoft  as 
the  grand  battery,  left  the  fhips  fhould  be  too  foon  alarmed  by 
their  oars,  they  took  a  fweep  from  thence  towards  the  part  of 
the  harbour,  where  the  gentlemen  knew  the  fhips  were,  who  had 
before  very  well  reconnoitred  it — and  prefently  difeovered  them. 
Each  divifion  of  the  boats  was  no  fooner  within  fight  and  hail 
of  the  noble  objeft  of  their  attempt,  Captain  Laforey’s  of  Le 
Prudent,  and  Captain  Balfour’s  of  Le  Bienfaifant,  than  while 
the  centinels  on  board  having  hailed  them  in  vain,  began  to 
fire  on  them,  each  of  the  commanders  ordered  his  boats  to 
give  way  along  fide  their  refpe&ive  fhips,  and  to  board  them 
immediately,  with  all  the  expedition  and  good  order  they 
could  obferve. 

The  boats  crews,  no  longer  able  to  contain  themfelves  in 
filence,  after  their  manner  gave  loud  cheers  as  they  were 
pulling  up  along  fide,  and  with  the  molt  intrepid  activity, 
armed  fome  with  mufkets,  bayonets  and  cutlaffes,  others  with 
piftols,  cutlaffes  and  pole-axes,  followed  their  brave  leaders, 
and  boarded  the  fhips  in  an  inftant,  with  great  fpirit  on  each 
bow,  quarter  and  gang-way — and  after  very  little  refiftance 
from  the  terrified  crews,  foon  found  themfelves  in  poffeffion 
of  two  fne  fhips  of  the  enemy,  one  of  74,  and  one  of  64 
guns,  with  the  lofs  of  very  few  of  the  feamen,  and  but  one 
mate. 
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A.  D.  Every  thing  concurring  to  difcourage  any  longer 
refiftance  or  defence  y  there  being  no  hopes  of  re¬ 
lief 


1! 


The  befieged  were  now  fufficiently  alarmed  on  all  /ides, 
by  the  noife  of  the  feamen  at  boarding,  the  cheers  leaving 
them  no  room  to  doubt  that  it  was  from  Englifh  feamen,  and 
the  direction  of  the  confufed  found  of  voices,  and  firing  after¬ 
wards,  foon  leading  them  to  fufpeft  the  real  faft,  an  attempt 
upon  their  fhips.  The  heroic,  fuccefsful  adventurers  were 
employed  in  fecuring  their  prifoners  in  the  fhips  holds,  and 
concerting  the  moft  effedtual  methods  for  fecuring  their  prizes 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  enraged  enemy ;  when  both  the  fhips 
and  boats  received  a  moft  furious  fire  of  cannon,  mortars  and 
mufkets,  from  all  parts  that  it  could  be  direfted  to  them,  from 
the  ifland  battery  at  no  great  diftance,  from  the  battery  on 
Point  Maurepas  a  little  farther  off,  and  from  all  the  guns  of 
the  garrifon  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  that  part  of  the 
harbour. 

After  endeavouring,  in  vain,  to  tow  off  Le  Prudent,  they 
found  fhe  was  on  ground,  with  feveral  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
There  now  remained  nothing  in  their  power  to  do,  to  prevent 
her  being  recovered  by  the  enemy,  but  to  fet  her  on  fire — which 
they  did  with  all  pofftble  expedition  ;  leaving  along  fide  her  a 
large  fchooner,  and  her  own  boats,  for  her  people  to  efcape 
in  to  the  fhore,  which  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  her.  On 
board  of  this  fhip  they  found  a  deferter  from  our  camp,  who 
was  killed  in  the  little  buftle  at  our  people’s  taking  poffeffion 
of  her,  and  by  that  means  refcued  from  the  ignominious  exe¬ 
cution  of  military  juftice. 

The  boats  from  Le  Prudent  now  joined  the  others  about 
Le  Bienfaifant,  and  helped  to  tow  her  off  triumphantly  in  the 
midft  of  a  formidable  fire  from  the  mortified  enemy  ;  which 
they  did  with  great  fpeed,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  little  breeze, 
and  what  ragged  fails,  yards  and  rigging  fhe  had  left  of  any 
fervice  after  theconftant  fire  fhe  had  fo  long  received  from  our 
batteries.  When  they  had  thus  got  her  out  of  the  diftance 
and  dire&ion  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  they  fecured  her  till  the 
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lief  from  Europe,  nor  any  further  aid  from  Ca¬ 
nada  ;  their  fhips  entirely  deftroyed  ;  their  harbour 
untenable ;  their  fortifications  ruined  in  many 
places ;  divers  practicable  breaches  made  •,  the  gar- 
rifon  in  no  condition  to  repulfe  an  aflault  in  breach, 
nor  even  an  efcalade ;  and  fenfible  that  every  ad¬ 
vantage  gained  by  the  befiegers  was  a  nearer  ap¬ 
proach  to  their  ruin,  difpofed  the  governor  to  the 
humane  confideration  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
further  effufion  of  chriftian  blood.  For  which 
purpofe  he  wrote  to  General  Amherft,  requeft- 
ing  a  capitulation  upon  the  fame  conditions  as 
had  been  granted  to  the  Englilh  at  Port  Mahon. 
But  the  general  having  been  previoufly  informed 
by  Admiral  Bofcawen,  of  his  intention  to  fend  fix 
(hips  into  the  harbour  next  day,  to  accelerate  the 
operations  by  land,  as  the  moft  effectual  way  to 

next  day,  by  an  hawfer,  in  the  north-eaft  harbour,  and  en¬ 
joyed  on  board  her  the  firft  joyful  moment’s  leifure  of  fecurely 
congratulating  each  other  on  their  fuccefs  and  fafety  in  this  ha¬ 
zardous  enterprize. 

The  taking  of  thefe  two  ihips  by  our  fleet’s  boats,  on  this 
memorable  occafion,  as  it  muft  be  a  lafting,  indelible  honour 
to  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  thofe  who  projected,  and  to 
the  bravery  and  condudt  of  thofe  who  executed,  the  bold  de* 
flgn  ;  will  alfo  be  a  new,  and  perhaps  a  feafonable  convidlion 
to  the  whole  world,  that,  however  arduous,  however  apparently 
impracticable  any  purpofed  naval  attempt  may  be,  the  Englifh 
feamen  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  any  profpeft  of  dif¬ 
ficulty  or  danger,  but  will  exert  themfelves  as  far  as  men  can 
do,  and  at  lead  deferve  fuccefs,  when  led  on  to  it  by  fuch  as 
are  worthy  to  command  them. 

And  the  bold  and  fuccefsful  execution  of  this  enterprize, 
with  the  preparations  made  for  a  general  aflault,  fo  terrified 
the  garrifon,  that  next  day  they  furrendered. 

Q^3  obliSe 
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oblige  the  garrifon  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war, 
he  rejedted  the  French  governor’s  propofal ;  in- 
lifted  upon  his  furrender  at  difcretion,  and 
threatened  him  with  a  general  aftault  by  Admiral 
Bofcawen,  next  morning,  in  cafe  he  did  not  chufe 
to  fubmit  on  thofe  terms.  M.  Drucour  could  not 
reliffi  the  thoughts  of  yielding  to  thofe  arbitrary 
impofitions  :  and  as  an  officer  that  had  behaved 
well  in  his  prefent  capacity,  thought  himfelf  and 
the  brave  fellows  under  his  command,  intitled  to 
fome  fort  of  diftindlion  and  favour,  and  to  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war :  fo  that  he  feemed  refolved,  and  did 
declare,  that  he  would  rifk  a  general  aftault,  before 
he  would  comply  with  Inch  fevere  terms.  How¬ 
ever,  his  ftomach  was  brought  down  by  the  peti¬ 
tions  and  reprefen tations  of  the  traders  and  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  place,  and  of  the  commifiary  and 
intendant  of  the  colony ;  who  forefaw  immediate 
and  univerfal  ruin,  fhould  the  enemy  be  provoked 
to  make  a  general  aftault  by  fea  and  land.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  French  governor  accepted  and  ligned 
the  following  capitulation : 

Articles  of  capitulation  between  their  Excellencies  Ad¬ 
miral  Bofcawen ,  and  Major-General  Amherjl ,  and 
his  Excellency  the  Chevalier  Drucour,  Governor  of 
the  If  and  of  Cape  Breton ,  of  Louifbourg ,  the  If  and 
of  St.  John,  and  their  appurtenances. 

I.  '"J"'  H  E  garrifon  of  Louifbourg  ftiall  be  pri- 
foners  of  war,  and  lhall  be  carried  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  ffiips  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 


II.  All 
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II.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  provifions*  ^  D. 
as  well  as  the  arms  of  any  kind  whatfoever,  which 

are  at  prefent  in  the  town  of  Louifbouig,  the 
iflands  of  Cape-Breton  and  St.  John,  and  their  ap¬ 
purtenances,  (hall  be  delivered,  without  the  lead 
damage,  to  fuch  commiffaries  as  (hall  be  appointed 
to  receive  them,  for  the  ufe  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 

jefty. 

III.  The  governor  fnall  give  his  orders  that 
the  troops,  which  are  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John, 
and  its  appurtenances,  fhall  go  on  board  fuch 
fhip  of  war,  as  the  admiral  fhall  fend  to  receive 

them.  '  . 

IV.  The  gate,  called  Porte  Dauphine,  fhall  be 

given  up  to°the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
to-morrow,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning-,  and 
the  garrifon,  including  all  thofe  that  carried  arms, 
drawn  up  at  noon,  on  the  efplanade,  where  they 
fhall  lay  down  their  arms,  colours,  implements, 
and  ornaments  of  war.  And  the  garrifon  (hall 
go  on  board,  in  order  to  be  carried  to  England 
in  a  convenient  time. 

V.  The  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  the  Tick 
and  wounded  that  are  in  the  hofpitals,  as  of  thole 

belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

VI.  The  merchants  and  their  clerks  that  have 
not  carried  arms,  fhall  be  fent  to  France,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  admiral  fhall  think  proper. 

Louifbourg,  26  July,  1758. 

(Signed)  Le  Chevalier  de  Drucour. 

CL4 
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A.  D,  In  confequence  of  this  capitulation.  Major  Far- 
1758'  quhar,  with  three  companies  of  grenadiers,  took 
"ta'ke'1  pof.  poffeflion  of  the  weft  gate,  on  the  27th  in  the 
)effi°n.  morning,  and  Brigadier-General  Whitmore  was 
charged  with  the  difarming  of  the  garrilon  upon 
the  efplanade.  He  alfo  received  the  furrender  of 
their  colours  ;  and  placed  proper  guards  in  the  fe- 
veral  pofts,  and  over  the  ftores,  magazines,  &c. 
The  conquerors  behaved  with  great  humanity  to¬ 
wards  the  prifoners  :  but  to  remove  from  them  all 
temptation  of  breaking  their  capitulation,  the  ge¬ 
neral  ordered  all  their  arms  to  be  carried  out  of 
the  town. 

Thus  we  may  obferve  with  furprize,  thatLouif- 
bourg,  and  therewith  the  whole  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton,  which  had  been  reprefented  fo  formidable 
and  almoft  impregnable  and  impra&icable,  on 
former  occafions,  fell  to  the  arms  of  a  much  lefs 
force  than  had  been  ffiipped  in  the  foregoing  year 
Lofs  of  the  for  the  fame  fervice,  with  the  infignificant  lofs  of 
Eng1'11'*  twenty-one  commiflioned  and  non-commiflioned 
officers,  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  private  men, 
one  gunner,  and  three  matrofles  killed  ;  and  thirty 
commiflioned  and  non-commiflioned  officers,  two 
drummers,  three  hundred  and  fifteen  private  men, 
one  corporal,  one  gunner,  and  three  matrofles 
wounded. 

Of  the  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded 
enemy.  was  much  more  confiderable ;  befides  5637,  which 
the  garrilon  confided  of  at  the  furrender,  and 

artillery^ 
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artillery,  ftores,  &c. s  Nor  was  this  their  whole 
lofs  :  for  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  in  the  Gulph  of 

s  An  account  of  the  guns.,  mortars,  Jhot,  Jhells,  &c.  found  in  the 
town  of  Louifbourg ,  ( errors  excepted). 
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State  of  the  garrifon  of  Louijhourg.  July 

capitulated. 


Names  of  regiments. 

Twenty-four  companies  of  the  ufual 
garrifon,  and  two  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  -  - 

Second  battalion  of  Volantaires 

Etrangers  - -  _ - 

Second  battalion  of  Cambife  — 
Second  battalion  of  Artois  — 
Second  battalion  of  Bourgogne  — _ 
Total  of  the  garrifon 
Sea  officers,  private  men  and  marines 
fit  for  duty,  with  the  fick  and 
wounded,  belonging  to  the  ffiips 
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Wheelbarrows 
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Iron  wedges 
Hand  mauls 
Pin  mauls 
Mafons  trowels 
Hammers 
Axes 
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St.  Laurence,  and  which  in  Tome  meafure  fupplied 
Quebec  with  corn  and  black  cattle ',  with  which 
produce  this  ifland  abounded,  followed  the  fate 
of  Cape  Breton.  Lord  Rollo  was  immediately 
detached  to  take  poireffion  of  it  :  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  amounting  to  4100,  fubmitted  to  his  fum- 
mons,  and  brought  in  their  arms.  This  had  been 
a  place  of  great  annoyance  to  our  fettlement  in 
Nova  Scotia.  For,  the  French  neutrals,  when 
driven  to  diftrefs  by  the  Englifh,  found  fhelter 
upon  this  ifland :  and  from  hence  the  Indians  were 
encouraged  to  make  fudden  irruptions  into  that 
colony,  and  to  perpetrate  the  moft  inhuman  bar¬ 
barities  upon  the  Englifh  fubjeCts :  of  which  Lord 
Rollo  found  a  moft  execrable  proof  in  the  very 
palace,  or  governor’s  feat,  decorated  with  the 
Icalps  of  Englifhmen,  murdered  by  the  favages, 
hired  for  that  purpofe  by  the  French,  their  patrons 
and  allies. 

This  important  conqueft  was  made,  and  the 
ftrength  of  the  continent  of  North  America  was 
not  weakened,  nor  the  provinces  expofed  to  the 
furprize  and  ravagements  of  the  French  and  their 
favage  allies  •,  as  we  have  feen  the  cafe  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  land  army,  and  the  tranfportation 
thereof  to  Hallifax,  laft  year;  when  an  attempt 
upon  Louifbourg  was  refolved  by  a  council  of  war 
to  be  impracticable,  without  fo  much  as  making 

*  Some  farms  raifed  1200  bufhels  of  corn  annually  for  Que¬ 
bec  market  :  and  Lord  Rollo  found  above  10,000  head  of 
black  cattle  on  this  ifland. 
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one  trial  to  land  upon  the  coaft  of  Cape  Breton.  A^D. 
While  this  expedition  was  ordered  to  proceed  upon 
its  own  bottom,  the  forces  on  the  continent  were 
commanded  to  perform  their  diftindt  operations 
againft  the  enemy  by  land,  to  drive  them  from 
their  encroachments  at  Crown  Point,  to  open  a 
way  for  an  invafion  of  Canada,  in  cafe  they  could 
not  be  brought  to  equitable  terms  of  peace,  and 
to  recover  our  Ioffes  on  the  Ohio. 

For  thefe  purpofes  we  find  that  Major-General 
Abercrombie  was  charged  with  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  and  direction  of  the  feveral  operations,  and 
that  he  himfelf  undertook  the  expedition  againft 
Crown  Point  “with  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
confifting  of  7,000  regulars,  and  10,000  provin-  His  force*, 
cials  ;  with  which  he  embarked  on  Lake  George, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  French  forts  on  that  lake, 
and  on  Lake  Champlain,  which  he  expefted  would 
fecure  the  frontier  of  the  Britifh  colonies  on  that 
fide,  and  open  a  paffage  for  any  future  attempts 

upon  the  French  fettle ments. 

Thus  intentioned,  and  enabled  to  face  any  army,  Marches^ 
that  could  be  affembled  by  the  French  and  their  concieroga^ 
allies,  Major-General  Abercrombie  embarked  with 
his  whole  force  on  board  900  batteaus,  and  135 
whale  boats,  with  provifion,  ammunition,  and 
artillery  ;  befides  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  mount¬ 
ed  on  rafcs,  to  cover  their  landing,  in  cafe  of  op- 
pofition. 

They  failed  on  the  5th  of  July  in  the  morning-, 
in  the  evening  they  halted  at  Sabbath  Day  Point, 
u  See  page  531  Vol.  III. 
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about  12  miles  from  the  enemy’s  advanced  guard  ; 
landed,  and  made  a  great  number  of  fires  on  the 
fhore,  to  divide  the  enemy’s  attention  and  forces  j 
and  early  next  morning  they  arrived  at  the  place, 
where  it  was  propofed  to  land  ;  and  from  whence 
there  was  a  good  way  leading  to,  and  about  one 
mile  off,  the  French  advanced  guard.  Colonel 
Bradftreet,  with  1500  batteau-men,  Major  Rogers, 
with  800  rangers,  and  Colonel  Gage’s  light  in¬ 
fantry,  all  in  whale  boats,  formed  our  advanced 
guard,  which  was  immediately  ordered  afhore,  to 
reconnoitre  the  country  ;  which  returning  with  a 
report,  that  there  was  no  appearance  of  an  enemy 
to  oppofe  them,  the  troops  landed  with  great 
eafe,  leifure,  and  fafety.  The  general  formed 
them  in  four  columns,  regulars  in  the  centre,  and 
provincials  on  the  flanks  :  in  which  order  they 
marched  towards  the  enemy’s  advanced  guard  ; 
compofed  of  three  battalions  of  the  regiment  of 
Guienne,  polled  in  a  logged  camp  ;  who  fled  with 
fuch  precipitation  on  the  approach  of  our  army, 
that  they  had  time  only  to  fet  fire  to  their  tents, 
and  to  their  baggage,  ammunition,  and  proviflons : 
part  of  which  was  faved  by  the  quick  advance  of 
the  Englifh. 

The  army,  in  the  foregoing  order,  continued 
their  march  through  the  wood  on  the  weft  fide, 
with  a  defign  to  inveft  Ticonderoga  ;  a  fort  built, 
about  two  years  before,  on  the  narrow  palfage  or 
communication  between  Lake  George  and  Cham¬ 
plain.  It  had  all  the  advantages  that  nature  and 
art  could  give  it,  being  defended  on  three  fides  by 

water, 
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water,  which  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  and  on  the  ^  D. 
half  of  the  fourth  fide  by  a  fwamp ;  and  where 
that  fails,  there  the  French  had  ereded  an  en¬ 
trenchment  and  bread-work  about  nine  feet  high. 

It  was  in  the  way  to  Crown  Point,  and  mud  be 
taken  by  our  forces,  before  they  could  march  thi¬ 
ther.  It  was  in  this  march,  that  we  had  the  mif-  Lord  How 
fortune  to  lofe  Lord  Howe,  of  whom  General kllled* 
Abercrombie  writes  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 

“  That  he  was  defervedly  univerfally  beloved 
<c  and  refpeded  throughout  the  whole  army  :  that 
“  his  untimely  fall  occafioned  much  grief  and 
«  confirmation  ;  and.  That  he  himfelf  felt  it 
“  mod  heavily,  and  lamented  him  mod  flncerely.,, 

His  lordfhip,  at  the  head  of  the  right  center  co¬ 
lumn,  fupported  by  the  light  infantry,  being  ad¬ 
vanced  about  two  miles,  fell  in  with  a  French 
party,  fuppofed  to  confid  of  about  500  regulars 
and  Indians,  who  laid  in  ambufh,  or  rather  thought 
to  hide  themfelves  in  that  thick  and  almod  im- 
pafifable  wood,  and  had  lod  themfelves  in  their 
retreat  from  the  advanced  guard.  The  fkirmifh  Lofs  of  the 
was  maintained  with  great  refolution,  and  theenemy’ 
enemy  did  not  give  way  till  our  flankers  had  killed 
300,  and  taken  148  prifoners,  amongd  whom 
were  five  officers  and  three  cadets.  But,  though 
we  lod  only  two  officers,  and  not  above  18  men 
killed  land  wounded,  our  fuccefs  cod  us  very  dear, 
in  the  death  of  Lord  Howe,  who  fell  the  fird 
man  in  this  fkirmifh,  by  a  mufket  ball  through 
his  bread,  of  which  he  died  indantly.  Had  our 
army  been  fufficiently  provided  with  guides,  this 

adion 
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aftion  might  have  become  fatal  to  the  enemy,  by 
cutting  off  their  retreat ;  but  they  being  entirely 
without  guides,  our  forces  were  deprived  of  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  taking  poll  on  fuch  grounds,  as  required 
for  that  purpole.  The  ignorance  of  the  ground 
was  alfo  a  great  misfortune  in  the  time  of  a&ion  ; 
for  it  threw  all  into  confufion  :  wherever  any 
firing  was  heard,  thither  all  thofe,  not  engaged, 
immediately  hurried,  and  thereby  brought  the 
whole  into  diforder.  So  that  they  could  do  no 
more,  than  keep  poffeflion  of  the  ground  all  that 
night. 

The  impreflion  received  throughout  the  army 
at  the  lofs  of  Lord  Howe  the  great  fatigue  the 
foldiers  had  undergone  from  the  time  of  their  em¬ 
barkation  ;  the  want  of  provifions,  which  had 
been  dropt,  in  order  to  lighten  themlelves  in  their 
march  ;  and  the  want  of  guides  to  conduct  them 
through  the  labyrinth  of  that  wildernefs  *  deter¬ 
mined  the  General  to  return,  on  the  7th,  to  the 
Landing  Place ;  and  they  accordingly  got  thither 
by  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning.  But  at  eleven 
the  fame  day,  at  noon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brad- 
ftreet  was  detached  with  the  44th  regiment,  fix 
'  companies  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Royal  Ame¬ 
ricans,  the  batteau-men,  and  a  body  of  Rangers 
and  Provincials,  to  the  amount  of  about  7000  in 
all,  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  faw-mills,  a  poft 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  within  two  miles  of 
Ticonderoga.  Bradftreet  found  that  poft  de- 
ferted  by  the  enemy,  who  had,  retired,  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  mill,  and  broke  down  the  bridge  : 

but 
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but  he  laid  a  bridge  over  the  river,  and  was  joined  D- 
that  night  by  the  main  body  of  the  army,  under  ' 5 
General  Abercrombie,  who  took  up  his  quarters  ZvlS, 
there  that  night. 

Several  prifoners  were  brought  into  the  camp,  The  fitua- 

,  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  tion  and 

who  agreed  in  their  accounts,  that  the  enemy  had  ftrength  of 
eight  battalions,  fome  Canadians  and  colony  troops, the  enemy* 
to  the  amount  of  6000  in  all,  encamped  before 
their  fort  :  that  they  were  fortifying  their  camp 
with  ftrong  entrenchments  and  breaft-works  and 
that  they  expedted  hourly  to  be  reinforced  by 
3000  Canadians,  under  M.  de  Levy,  recalled 
from  an  expedition,  he  had  the  command  of,  to 
make  a  diverfion  on  the  fide  of  the  Mohawk  river. 

This  intelligence  ferved  to  accelerate  the  motions 
of  our  army  •,  and  the  report  of  M.  Clerk  the  en¬ 
gineer,  who  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  ftrength 
and  fituation  of  the  enemy,  being  in  favour  of  an 
immediate  attack,  before  the  enemy’s  works  could 
be  finilhed,  it  was  agreed  to  florin  them  that  very 
day. 

The  Rangers,  light  infantry,  and  Provincials,  Refolution 
were  ordered  to  march  without  delay,  and  to  take  theai. c 
poll  in  a  line,  out  of  cannon-fhot  of  the  French 
entrenchments,  fo  as  to  extend  their  right  to  Lake 
George,  and  their  left  to  Lake  Champlain,  that 
the  regular  troops,  deftined  to  ftorm  the  en¬ 
trenchments,  might'  form  on  their  rear.  The 
piquets  were  appointed  to  begin  the  attack  ;  they 
to  be  fuftained  by  the  grenadiers  ;  and  thefe  by  the 
battalions.  The  whole  were  inftrufted  not  to 
throw  away  their  fire,  but  to  march  up  brifkly, 

rufh 
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A.  D.  ruffi  upon  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  not  to  give  theirs 
*758‘  till  they  were  within  the  enemy’s  breaft-work.  A 
March  up  brave  and  well  defigned  difpofition.  All  the 
to^the  ene-  forces>  except  a  guard  left  at  the  Landing  Place, 
to  cover  and  guard  the  batteaus  and  whale  boats, 
and  a  provincial  regiment  left  at  the  faw-mill, 
was  put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to  Ticonderoga. 
But,  inftead  of  imperfect  works,  they  found  the 
entrenchments  much  ftronger  than  reprefented  ; 
a  breaft-work  fix  feet  thick,  and  between  eight  and 
nine  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before  it  covered 
with  felled  trees,  with  their  branches  pointed  out¬ 
wards  :  and  the  ground  was  filled,  for  upwards  of 
ioo  yards  beyond  the  breaft-work,  with  large  logs, 
flumps,  brufhwood,  &c.  over  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  advance  without  great  deliberation  and 
difficulty.  And  the  enemy,  who  were  entirely 
under  cover  of  the  breaft-work,  kept  an  inceffant 
fire  from  their  fwivels  and  fmall  arms,  mowing 
down  our  officers  and  brave  men  by  hundreds. 
Our  men,  regardlefs  of  every  difadvantage  and 
danger,  like  thofe  that  would  conquer  or  die, 
were  not  infenfible  of  the  embarraffment  of  the 
trees,  that  retarded  their  advancing  with  intrepidity 
and  bravery  ;  but  the  General,  convinced  by  the 
lofs  fuftained,  and  the  impracticability  of  forcing 
the  entrenchments,  that  it  was  no  longer  prudent 
Englifh  to  remain  before  it,  judged  it  neceffary,  for  the 
an treat,  prefervation  of  fo  many  brave  men,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  total  defeat,  to  make  the  beft  retreat  poffi- 
ble.  Thus,  after  feveral  repeated  attacks,  which 
lafted  above  four  hours,  under  the  moft  difadvan- 

tageous 
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tageous  circumftances,  and  with  the  lofs  of  461 
regulars  killed,  29  miffing  and  1117  wounded 
87  Provincials  killed,  eight  miffing,  and  239 
wounded,  including  the  officers  of  both  corps ;  he 


drew  his  men  off w,  and  retired  to  the  camp  he 


had  occupied  the  night  before,  with  thofe  that  were 
capable  of  duty  :  fending  off  the  wounded  to  the 
batteaus,  which  laid  about  three  miles  farther ;  and 
next  morning  followed  with  the  whole  army  to  the 
,  fame  place,  and  embarked  for  the  camp  at  Lake 


George. 

This  defeat  and  retreat  fet  the  bufy  and  obfer-  Remark* 


vant  world  to  work  •,  who,  according  to  their  retreat, 
connections  and  apprehenfions,  were  very  liberal 
in  their  cenfures  and  apologies.  He  certainly  is  to 
be  commended  for  drawing  off  his  men  from  an 
attack,  in  which  they  were  expofed  entirely  to  the 
fire  of  a  covered  enemy  :  and  he  might  be  de¬ 
ceived,  and  yet  not  culpable,  in  regard  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  enemy’s  ftrength,  and  fituation  of  their 
camp  •,  which  certainly  was  the  cafe :  both  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  ftrength  of  the  works,  and  to  their 
extent.  But  who  can  exculpate  a  general  for 


w  About  three  o’clock,  as  the  regulars  were  retreating,  one 


regiment  in  the  center  and  the  troops  on  the  left  thiew  in  a 


very  heavy  fire,  intending  to  retreat  likewife :  but  the  enemy 
hoifted  Englifh  colours,  and  clubbed  their  arms,  fhewing  them- 
felves  on  their  breall  work,  and  beckoning  to  our  men;  on 
which  the  whole  advanced  brifkly  :  but  when  they  were  come 


within  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  of  the  enemy,  they  ftruck  the 


Englifh  colours,  and  threw  in  upon  them  a  moft  terrible  fire, 
fuch  as  they  had  not  yet  experienced,  which  killed  multitudes! 


and  obliged  them  to  retire. 

VOL.  III. 
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commanding  his  men  to  attack  fuch  a  fortified 
camp  without  cannon,  when  he  had  a  fufficient 
train  with  him  for  the  fervice  ?  Who  can  com¬ 
mend  his  care  of  himfelf  on  fuch  a  defperate  fer¬ 
vice;  not  advancing  the  whole  time  farther  than 
the  mills,  two  miles  from  the  feat  of  aftion  •,  when 
his  prefence  was  neceffary  with  his  army  ?  Who 
can  give  a  folid  reafon  for  his  flying,  when  there 
was  no  enemy  in  a  condition  to  purfue  :  and  re¬ 
embarking  an  army  of  14,000  effective  men, 
well  provided  with  all  neceflfaries  for  fupport,  de¬ 
fence,  and  to  return  to  the  attack  of  Ticonderoga, 
with  a  view  of  fuccefs,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
force  under  his  command,  againft  an  enemy,  that 
was  not  above  3000  ftrong,  and  from  whom  both 
a  retreat  and  fuccours  might  have  been  eafily  cut 
off?  An  officer  employed  in  this  expedition  writes, 
“  Having  fecured  the  advanced  polls,  after  the 
retreat,  the  remainder  of  the  army  might  have 
kept  poffeffion  of  the  mills ;  a  poll  which  is,  per¬ 
haps,  as  advantageoufly  fituated,  and  as  ftrongly 
fortified  by  nature,  as  any  in  the  univerfe.  But 
what  was  mod  furprizing,  the  whole  army  was 
ordered  to  embark,  thirty  men  in  each  batteau,  and 
to  retire  to  Fort  William  Henry,  after  having 
gained  and  given  up  as  many  advantages  in  four 
days,  as,  perhaps,  ever  happened,  fince  war  has 
been  known.  The  retreat  was  fo  precipitate,  that 
great  quantities  of  intrenching  tools,  feveral  bat¬ 
teau  loads  of  provifions  and  other  things  were  left 
behind.  All  flrong  indications  of  an  unaccount¬ 
able  panic.  Yet  the  Provincial  troops  were  Hill 
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in  good  fpirits,  and  the  enemy  not  a  match  for  us  A.  D. 
in  a  regular  fiege.”  The  regulars  had  fuftained 
a  confiderable  lofs :  but  that  lofs  was  not  equal  to 
what  had  been  expedted  on  landing,  if  the  enemy 
had  oppofed  them  there.  But  continues  that  offi¬ 
cer,  “  The  whole  condudl,  after  Lord  Howe’s 
death,  was  equally  madmen  like  :  we  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  enemy  having  any  bread-works,  but 
that  of  logs  and  (lumps :  we  were  ordered  to  dorm 
the  trenches,  when  our  field  was  covered  with 
cannon  and  (lores  •,  and  we  left  the  mod  advan¬ 
tageous  ground  without  being  purfued,  or  having 
any  reafon  to  expedl  it;  and  after  all,  retreated 
with  an  army  of  near  14,000  men  from  an  enemy 
not  above  3000  ftrong.”  The  fright  at  the  head 
quarters  appears  fully  from  the  general’s  order  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  this  place,  to  fend  to 
New  York,  all  the  cannon,  wounded  men,  &c. 

What  our  enemies  thought  of  this  affair,  may  be 
collected  from  their  account  in  the  Paris  gazette  x. 

Colonel 

*  Paris,  Sept.  23.  Publilhed  by  authority. 

The  Marquis  of  Montcalm  being  informed  that  the  Engliih 
fqid  affembled,  at  the  bottom  of  Lake  Sacrament,  an  army  of 
20,000  militia,  and  6000  regular  forces,  under  the  command 
of  General  Abercrombie,  with  a  defign  to  make  themfelves 
mailers  of  Fort  Carillon,  [f  iconderoga]  and  to  invade  Cana¬ 
da,  his  firft  Hep  was  to  take  poheflion  of  the  falls,  on  the  fide 
of  that  lake,  in  order  to  baffle  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  He 
remained  in  this  pofition  till  the  6th  of  July,  when  a  body  of 
the  Engliih  appeared  upon  the  lake.  He  then  croiTcd  over  the 
river  from  the  falls,  with  all  his  troops,  and  came  to  encamp 
under  Fort  Carillon,  where  he  had  already  marked  out  his 

E  2  entrench- 
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Colonel  Bradftreet,  by  a  happy  turn  of  thought, 
propoied  a  plan  to  his  commander  in  chief,  after 

this 

$ 

entrenchments,  and  fent  out  different  detachments  to  harrafs 
the  enemy  in  their  landing. 

The  Marquis,  when  he  arrived  at  his  camp  before  Carillon, 
had  only  2,800  French,  with  450  of  the  colony  troops. 

On  the  7th,  in  the  morning,  the  whole  army  was  employed 
in  throwing  up  entrenchments,  and  making  barricades  of 
Humps  of  trees  before  them.  The  fame  day,  in  the  evening, 
to  our  great  joy,  there  arrived  400  chofen  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  chevalier  de  Levi.  The  Marquis  committed  the 
defence  of  the  right  wing  to  the  chevalier,  that  of  the  left  to 
M.  de  Bourlamaque,  and  referved  to  himfelf  the  command  of 
the  centre,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  give  his  orders. 
The  army  lay  all  night  upon  their  arms. 

On  the  8th,  at  break  of  day,  the  generale  was  beat,  that 
the  troops  might  know  their  pofts.  After  this  motion,  the 
army  returned  to  work  upon  the  entrenchments.  About  ten 
in  the  morning  the  enemy’s  light  troops  appeared  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  and  made  a  great  fire,  but  at  fuch  a  diflance 
that  we  continued  our  work  without  returning  it.  About  half 
an  hour  after  twelve  their  army  came  down  upon  us,  and  all 
cur  troops  were  inftantly  at  their  pofts  with  their  arms.  Our 
left  was  firft  attacked  by  two  columns ;  the  centre  was  at  the 
fame  time  attacked  by  a  third  column,  and  a  fourth  attacked 
our  right.  As  the  colony  troops  and  the  Canadians  were  not 
attacked,  they  came  out  of  their  trenches,  and  took  the  column 
in  flank  that  attacked  our  right,  falling  upon  them  with  great 
courage  and  fury.  About  five  o’clock  the  column  which  at¬ 
tacked  the  centre,  and  that  which  attacked  the  right,  fell 
upon  the  faliant  angle  of  the  trenches,  where  our  danger  be¬ 
came  very  great ;  but  it  was  timely  aflifted,  and  the  enemy  met 
with  a  refiftance  that  damped  their  ardour. 

About  fix  o’clock,  the  two  columns  of  the  right  abandoned 
their  attack,  and  came  to  make  another  attempt  towards  the 
faliant  angle  and  the  centre,  and  afterwards  on  the  left,  but 

they 
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this  retreat,  to  employ  part  of  the  troops  imme¬ 
diately  again  ft  Cadaraque  or  Fort  Frontenac-,  and 
was  allowed  to  carry  that  expedition  into  execution 
with  a  detachment  of  3103  men,  confiding  of 
154  regulars,  2491  provincials,  27  of  the  royal 
regiment  of  artillery,  61  rangers,  300  batteau- 
men,  and  70  Indians.  The  fituation  of  this  fort 
on  the  north  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  juft  where 
it  takes  its  origin  from  Lake  Ontario,  was  very 
advantageous  and  of  great  importance  to  our  ene¬ 
mies.  It  commanded  the  mouth  of  the  river  of 
St.  Lawrence,  in  a  great  meafure,  and  it  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  magazine  to  fupply  the  forts  to  the 
fouthward.  For  this  reafon  the  government  in 
Old  France  had  flocked  this  fort  with  fixty  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  fixteen  fmall  mortars :  but  the 

they  were  every  where  repulfed.  Between  fix  and  feven  their 
army  made  their  retreat,  favoured  by  the  fire  of  their  light 
troops,  which  lafted  till  night.  The  darknefs  of  the  night, 
the  fatigue  of  our  troops,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  our  number, 
the  firength  of  the  enemy,  who  were  Hill  greatly  fuperior  to 
us,  a»d  the  nature  of  the  ground,  would  not  permit  us  to  pur- 
fue  them.  We  expedled  them  to  return  to  the  attack  next  day, 
but  they  had  abandoned  the  Falls  and  the  Carrying-Place ; 
and  the  Chevalier  de  Levi,  who  was  fent  out  to  reconnoitre, 
faw  nobody. 

We  reckon  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  prifoners,  to  be  about  4000  killed  and  wounded,  among 
whom  are  feveral  officers  of  diflindtion.  Lord  Howe  and  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Spittall,  are  among  the  flain.  Five  hundred  In¬ 
dians,  who  were  in  the  Englifh  army,  remained  behind  the 
whole  time,  and  would  not  engage  in  the  adtion.  On  our  fide 
there  were  1 2  officers,  and  gz  foldiers,  killed  in  the  field  of 
battle;  and  25  officers,  with  248  foldiers,  wounded. 

R  3 
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A-  -D*  fortifications  were  both  inconfiderable  and  badly 

1/5°'  contrived.  At  this  jun&ure  it  was  ftored  with  an 
immenfe  quantity  ot  provifions  and  ammunition  y, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  French  forces  detached  againft 
Brigadier  Forbes ;  for  their  weftern  garrifons,  and 
the  army  fent  under  M.  de  Levi  to  the  Mohawk  ri¬ 
ver,  and  with  merchandize  for  their  Indian  allies. 

Colonel  Bradftreet  having  penetrated  to  the  fide 
of  Lake  Ontario,  he  embarked  his  men  in  Hoops 
and  batteaus  provided  for  that  purpofe,  and  landed 
without  oppofition  within  a  mile  of  Fort  From 
His  Cue-  tenac,  on  the  25th  of  Auguft.  This  vifit  was  fo 
little  expedted,  that  the  garrilon,  confifiing  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  men,  befides  a  few  women,  chil¬ 
dren  and  Indians,  between  feven  and  eight  in  the 
morning,  of  the  27th,  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 
By  which  we  became  mailers  of  all  the  contents 
above-mentioned,  and  of  nine  fhips,  from  eight  to 
eighteen  guns,  which  were  all  the  French  had  upon 
the  lake.  Colonel  Bradftreet  brought  two  of  the 
Ihips  to  Ofwego,  one  richly  laden  :  but  he  burnt 
and  deftroyed  the  others,  together  with  all  the  fort, 
artillery,  ftores,  &c.  agreeable  to  his  inftru&ions. 
Upon  which  the  prifoners  did  not  fcruple  to  fay, 
That  their  troops  to  the  fouthward,  and  their  weft- 
ward  garrifons  would  fuffer  greatly,  if  not  be  en¬ 
tirely  ftarved,  for  want  of  the  provifions,  and  vef- 
fels,  to  bring  them  home  from  Niagara. 

Brigadier  The  expedition  againft  Fort  du  Quefne,  and 

Expedition  t^e  reduction  of  the  Ohio,  was  committed  to  Bri- 

againft  du 

^•e*'ne’  y  Valued  at  800,000  livres. 
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gadier  Forbes.  His  rendezvous  was  at  Philadel-  A.D. 
phia%  from  whence  he  marched  with  the  laft  di- 
vifion  of  his  forces  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  for 
the  river  Ohio.  A  march  pregnant  with  theHisdiffi- 

■  ,  • r  cult  march. 

areateft  difficulties  and  difcouragements,  it  we 
confider  the  length  of  the  way  only  ;  but  if  we 
take  the  want  of  military  loads,  the  howling  wil- 
derneffes,  that  were  almoft  impenetrable,  the  dan¬ 
gerous  morafies,  and  the  rugged  mountains,  into 
the  account,  nothing  but  love,  a  love  for  our 
country,  which  furmounts  and  defpifes  all  obfta- 
des  and  oppofition,  could  have  animated  this 
army  to  proceed  with  an  alacrity  and  courage, 
that  was  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  lefs 
than  vi&ory  and  conqueft. 

z  By  a  letter  from  New  York,  dated  July  20,  it  appears, 
that  when  Brigadier-General  Forbes  came  to  Philadelphia, 
about  the  middle  of  April  laft,  he  found  himfelf  a  general 
without  forces,  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  greateft  part  of 
the  provincials,  that  were  to  cempofe  his  army,  were  not  raifed. 

The  Highlanders  from  South-Carolina  did  not  arrive  till 
about  the  7th  of  June,  nor  his  ftores  and  artillery  from  England 
till  the  14th  of  the  fame  month.  Befides  this,  the  procuring 
the  large  number  of  waggons  necefiary  for  this  expedition, 
where  there  is  no  water  carriage,  occaftoned  great  delays. 

Yet  all  thefe  difficulties  are  at  lalt  furmounted,  and  the  general 
now  finds  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fine  army,  in  high  fpirits, 
the  rear  of  which  is  by  this  time  advanced  upwards  of  too 
miles  on  their  march.  He  has  likewife  a  very  confiderable 
body  of  Indians  with  him,  and  we  have  reafon  to  expeft  all 
poffible  fuccefs  from  his  known  valour,  vigilance,  and  experi¬ 
ence.  No  general  was  ever  more  beloved  by  the  men  under 

his  command. 
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The  brigadier  had  a  fpacious  field  to  difplay  his 
military  talents ;  in  which  there  had  been  fo  many 
mifcarriages  ;  and  where  the  enemy  had  fattened 
themfelves  by  every  means  to  improve  the  natural 
ftrength  of  the  country.  But  the  failings  of 
others  made  him  more  cautious,  more  circumfpedt. 
He  left  nothing,  or  as  little  as  poffible,  to  chance. 
He,  with  amazing  diligence,  fecured  provifions 
and  carriages  •,  in  whofe  deficience  had  been  laid 
the  root  of  Braddock’s  unfortunate  march.  He, 
with  a  becoming  jealoufy  of  his  own  ftrength, 
fhould  he  expofe  it  to  the  lurking  invifible  enemy, 
fecreted  in  thick  woods,  or  polled  at  narrow  de¬ 
files,  extended  his  fcouting  parties,  who  beat  the 
bufhes,  and  ferreted  the  favage  enemy;  and  he  form¬ 
ed  new  roads,  and  fortified  his  camps  :  without 
which  precautions  he  mull  have  fuffered  greatly, 
or  rather  have  been  forced  to  return  with  difgrace, 
by  the  frequent  Ikirmilhes  and  ambufcades  of  the 
enemy’s  Indian  allies,  who  attempted  to  cut  them 
off,  and  did  harrafs  them  under  this  moft  judicious 
diipofition,  and  cautious  march  of  our  army,  thro’ 
a  prodigious  trad  of  an  unknown  defart. 

In  this  manner  Brigadier  Forbes  arrived  at 
Ray’s  town,  90  miles  eaft  of  Fort  du  Quefne, 
where  he  halted  with  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
and  detached  2000  men,  under  Colonel  Fouquet, 
to  Lyal-Henning,  with  orders  to  fecure  that  poll, 
and  to  reconnoitre  the  fort  and  outworks  of  Fort 
du  Quefne.  Fouquet  obeyed  his  orders  ;  fecured 
the  poll,  and  detached  Major  Grant,  with  800 
ippn  pply,  to  reconnoitre  the  objedl  of  their  ope- 

rations 
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rations,  which  was  at  the  diflance  of  40  miles  A.  D. 
farther.  I758‘ 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  faw  this  party  within  their  Reconnoi- 
power,  being  informed  by  'their  fcouts,  that  it 
advanced  without  any  fupport,  and  that  their 
neareft  retreat  was  to  Lyal- Henning,  a  trad  of 
40  miles  back  ;  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to  fur- 
round  them  marched  out  to  give  them  battle,  or 
to  cut  off  their  retreat.  The  Englifh  flood  their 
ground  with  a  firmnefs  and  bravery  worthy  of  their 
country.  They  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  bayonets  fixed,  clofed  and  did  great  exe¬ 
cution.  But  after  three  hours  fevere  adion  againft 
great  odds,  and  the  number  of  the  enemy  in- 
creafing,  by  reinforcements  from  the  garrifon, 
having  loft  their  commander.  Major  Grant,  who 
was  carried  prifoner  to  Fort  du  Quefne,  and  about 
300  men,  including  nineteen  officers,  killed  or 
taken,  thefe  brave  fellows  were  thrown  into  dis¬ 
order,  and  obliged  to  fly  back  to  Lyal-Henning. 

.Thus  one  indifcreet  motion  had  well  nigh  dif-  Remarks, 
concerted  all  the  prudential  fteps,  by  which  Bri¬ 
gadier  Forbes  had  furmounted  the  hazards  and 
dangers  of  a  long  and  almoft  impradicable  march. 

If  Fort  du  Quefne,  and  the  territory  under  its 
dependance,  was  judged  to  require  the  whole 
force  under  Brigadier  Forbes  to  reduce  it  j  what 
could  induce  Fouquet  to  detach  only  800  men  to 
the  diflance  of  forty  miles,  without  any  provi- 
fion  to  fuftain  them  in  cafe  of  an  attack  •,  in  a 
country,  of  which  they  were  entirely  ignorant, 
and  in  poffeftion  of,  and  garrifoned  by,  the  ene- 

rav  ? 
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A.  D.  my  ?  In  which  circumftances  it  was  morally  im- 
1753.  poffible  for  that  detachment  ever  to  return  with 
any  report,  ffiould  they  advance  within  the  power 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  without  a  clofe  infpe&ion,  their 
orders  cotdd  not  be  executed.  But,  when  the  bri¬ 
gadier  was  informed  of  this  lofs,  it  ierved  rather 
to  ffiarpen  his  refentment  and  vigour.  Ele  luf- 
fered  no  more  detachments  to  be  cut  off.  He 


Fort  do 
(Tuefne  de¬ 
fected. 


marched  with  his  whole  army  with  fuch  expedi¬ 
tion,  that  his  fudden  and  powerful  appearance 
{truck  the  French  garrifon  of  Fortdu  Queine  with 
a  panic  :  fo  that  they  never  trufted  their  fafety  to 
the  event  of  a  fiege,  but  difmantled  the  tort,  and 
withdrew,  fome  by  boats,  others  by  land,  to  their 
forts  and  fettle ments  on  the  Mifiiffippi,  on  the 
24th  day  of  November  :  and,  next  day,  Brigadier 
Forbes  entered  and  took  poffeffion  •,  and  having 
repaired  the  fort,  the  contention  for  which,  and 
the  circumjacent  lands,  had  kindled  up  the  pre- 


fent  war,  and  placed  in  it  a  garrifon  of  provin¬ 
cials  •,  the  troops  and  officers,  emulated  by  their 
Changed  fuccefs,  and  glorying  in  the  minifter,  who  planned 
In-RQ1 1 their  operations  in  lo  wife  and  effectual  a  manner, 
unanimoufly  changed  the  name  of  the  fort,  and 
with  a  propriety  and  compliment,  which  may 
eaftly  occur  to  the  reader,  gave  it  the  name  of 
Fitts-burg.  And  Brigadier- General  Forbes 
having,  by  his  advantages  in  feveral  fkirmiffies, 
convinced  the.  native  Indians,  that  all  then  at¬ 
tempts  upon  his  advanced  polls,  in  order  to  cut 
off  his  communication,  were  vain,  and  to  no 
purpofe,  and  that  it  was  their  intereft  to  accept  of 


a  neutra- 
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a  neutrality;  he  found  it  no  very  difficult  matter  A.  D, 
to  draw  them  from  the  French,  and  even  to  re- 
concile  them,  in  a  manner,  to  his  Majefty’s  go- 
vernment ;  which  was  the  belt  fecurity  of  that 
fine,  rich  country,  againft  any  future  attempts  to 
be  made  by  France  for  its  recovery. 

Having  fettled  every  thing  to  his  defire,  and,  Brigadier 
for  the  intereft  of  his  country,  he  left  a  garrifon  1C" 
in  Pjtts-burg,  well  appointed  and  provided 
againft  any  force  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  quarters : 
and,  for  their  better  content,  and  for  the  defence 
of  Penfylvania,  he  eredled  a  block-houfe  at  Lyal- 
Henning.  His  intention  was  to  add  fome  other 
works  to  Pittfburg ;  but  his  health  was  fo  much 
impaired,  by  the  fatigues  of  this  campaign,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  haften  back  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  died  foon  after,  in  the  49th  year  of  his 
age,  greatly  lamented  by  all  ranks  of  men,  and 
may  juftly  be  acknowledged  a  public  lofs  to  his 
country. 

Thus  ended  the  firft  campaign  in  North  Ame-  Remarks, 
rica,  under  the  direftion  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  which 
ftruck  fo  effectually  at  the  root  of  the  French 
power  and  intereft  in  the  new  world,  that  they 
never  after  were  able  to  make  any  confiderable 
effort  to  maintain  their  encroachments,  and  muft 
have  been  entirely  driven  to-feek  for  lafety  within 
their  provinces  of  Canada  and  Louifiana,  had 
General  Abercrombie  executed  his  part  of  the 
grand  operations  agreeable  to  his  inftrudtions,  and 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  army  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  command,  How  the  nation  received  the 


news 
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A.  D.  news  of  thefe  advantages,  gained  by  the  vigorous 
i7s8‘  meafures  under  the  new  minifter,  will  be  beft  de- 
fcribed  by  that  univerfal  rejoicing  throughout  this 
kingdom,  and  by  thofe  voluntary  and  unanimous 
addreffes  to  his  Majefty  on  the  joyful  occafion, 
from  every  incorporate  and  refpe&abie  body,  led 
up  to  the  throne  by  the  moft  dutiful  addrefs  of 
the  city  of  London,  whofe  fentiments  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  their  acquifitions,  the  wifdom  of  the 
miniftry,  and  bravery  of  the  fleets  and  armies,  as 
they  were  adopted  and  confirmed  by  the  reft  of 
their  fellow-fubje&s,  will  be  beft  conveyed  to 
pofterity  in  their  own  words,  which  were  thus  ex- 
preflfed  upon  the  taking  of  Louifbourg,  &c. 

/ 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

A  MIDST  the  joyful  acclamations  of  your 
^  faithful  people,  permit  us,  your  Majefty’s 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commons,  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common-council  afiembled,  humbly  to  con¬ 
gratulate  your  Majefty  on  thefuccefs  of  your  arms, 
in  the  conqueft  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Louif¬ 
bourg,  the  reduction  of  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton 
and  St.  John,  and  the  blow  there  given  to  a  con- 
flderable  part  of  the  French  navy. 

An  event  lb  truly  glorious  to  your  Majefty,  fo 
important  to  the  colonies,  trade  and  navigation 
of  Great  Britain,  and  fo  fatal  to  the  commercial 
views  and  naval  power  of  France,  affords  a  reafon- 
able  profpedt  of  the  recovery  of  all  our  rights 
and  poffeffions  in  America,  fo  unjuftly  invaded, 

and 
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and  in  a  great  meafure  anfwers  the  hopes  we  form-  A.  D. 
ed,  when  we  beheld  the  French  power  weakened  I7s8* 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  their  (hips  deftroyed  in 
their  ports  at  home,  and  the  terror  thereby  fpread 
over  all  their  coafts. 

May  thefe  valuable  acquifitions,  fo  glorioufly 
obtained,  ever  continue  a  part  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  as  an  effectual  check  to  the  perfidy  and 
ambition  of  a  nation,  whofe  repeated  infults  and 
ufurpations  obliged  your  Majefty  to  enter  into 
this  juft  and  neceflary  war:  and  may  thefe  in- 
ftances  of  the  wifdom  of  your  Majefty’s  councils, 
of  the  condudt  and  refolution  of  your  com¬ 
manders,  and  of  the  intrepidity  of  your  fleets  and 
armies,  convince  the  world  of  the  innate  ftrength 
and  refources  of  your  kingdoms,  and  difpofe  your 
Majefty’s  enemies  to  yield  to  a  fafe  and  honour¬ 
able  peace. 

In  all  events,  we  Ihall  moft  chearfully  contri¬ 
bute,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  towards  fupport- 
ing  your  Majefty,  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of 
meafures  fo  nobly  defgned ,  and  fo  wifely  direfted. 

m 

The  attempt  upon  Goree,  on  the  coaft  of  Af-  Expedition 
rica,  had  mifcarried,  as  it  was  apprehended,  for 
want  of  fufficient  ftrength,  after  the  taking  of  Se¬ 
negal.  But  the  necefiity  there  was  to  reduce  that 
fortrefs,  in  order  to  complete  the  ruin  of  the  French 
trade  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  therewith  to  put 
the  laft  and  finilhing  hand  to  the  deftrudlion  of 
thofe  colonies,  which  our  enemies  could  notcultk 
vate  without  black  Haves  j  to  deprive  them  of  every 


lyo 
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Goree 
illand  de- 
fcribed. 
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poft,  from  whence  they  might  either  carry  on  i 
clandeftine  commerce  with  the  Afiicai.s,  or  1  flue 
out  to  difturb  our  navigation  on  that  coaft  in  ge¬ 
neral,  or  to  Senegal  in  particular  *,  which  could 
never  be  fafe  and  undifturbed,  while  Goree  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  fuggefted  an 
immediate  effort,  this  fame  fummer,  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  that  ftrong-hold. 

Goree a  is  a  fmall  narrow  ifland  b  near  Cape 
Yerd  in  Africa,  W.  long.  17.40.  lat.  15.  fur- 
rounded  by  rocks,  and  inacceflible,  except  at  a 
little  creek,  a  natural  and  moft  fafe  harbour,  about 
20  fathoms  broad  and  60  long,  fituate  E.  N.  E. 
and  inclofed  with  two  points  of  fand  ;  one  pretty 
high,  called  the  Burial-ground-point  •,  the  other 
much  lower,  with  a  fand-bank  in  front,  over 
which  the  fea  beats  with  fuch  violence,  as  to  be 
feen  at  a  great  diflance.  Here  is  good  anchorage 
for  fhips  s  as  alfo  round  the  whole  ifland  :  and  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  main  land  fhips  may  ride  fafe 
from  the  greateft  furges.—  Fhis  ifland  has  changed 
mafters  feveral  times.  The  firft  account  of  it  was 
in  the  pofieflion  of  the  Dutch,  who,  in  the  year 
1617,  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from  Biram,  King 
of  Cape  Verd,  and  fortified  it  with  a  caftle  on  a 
high  land,  very  fteep  on  all  fides,  which  they 
named  Naffau-hill,  on  the  north  fide  ;  and  with 
another  fort,  called  Fort  Orange,  built  in  the 
creek  above-mentioned,  to  protect  their  ware- 
houfes.  In  1663  it  was  conquered  by  the  Eng- 

a  Or  Goeree  Dutch,  a  good  road  for  (hipping. 

h  The  fixth  part  of  a  league  in  length. 
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lifh,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Holmes :  A.  D. 
but  was  foon  after  retaken  by  De  Ruyter,  the 
Dutch  admiral.  In  1677  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  French,  under  the  command  of  Count  d’Etrees, 
who  demolifhed  the  forts.  But  the  French  Eaft 
India  company,  being  made  fenfible  of  its  ad¬ 
vantageous  fituation  for  the  purpofes  of  their  trade, 
obtained  a  grant  thereof  from  the  French  King, 
rebuilt  the  forts,  and  continued  in  poffeflion  till 
this  year.  It  is  but  fmall,  and  till  very  lately, 
that  M.  de  St.  Jean,  diredor  of  the  ifland,  dis¬ 
covered  frefh  fprings,  it  was  without  either  wood 
or  water,  but  what  was  preferved  in  ciflerns. 
However,  its  fituation,  harbour  and  good  anchor¬ 
ing,  like  that  of  St.  Helena,  render  it  very  con- 
fiderable  for  thofe  nations,  who  have  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  any  navigation  and 
trade  in  thofe  feas.  Though  it  is  in  the  torrid 
zone  the  air  is  cool  and  temperate,  almoft  the 
whole  year  •,  owing  to  the  equality  of  days  and 
nights,  and  alternate  breezes  from  the  fea  and 
land.  And  it  is  fo  near  the  continent,  that  Cape 
Verd,  and  the  neighbouring  promontories,  may 
be  feen  from  the  north  fide. 

The  fquadron  ordered  for  this  fervice  confided 
of  the  Prince  Edward,  the  Naffau,  the  Dunkirk, 
the  Torbay,  the  Fougueux,  and  the  Firedrake  and 
Furnace  bombs. — There  were  alfo  600  foldiers. 
Commodore  Keppel  had  the  command  in  chief. 

It  was  the  24th  of  December  before  this  arma¬ 
ment  reached  the  place  of  their  dedination.  The 
commodore  came  to  an  anchor,  with  all  his  fhips, 

in 
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A  D.  in  the  road  of  Goree,  about  three  o’clock,  the 

*758.  ifland  bearing  S.  W.  by  S.  about  four  miles,  and 

in  eighteen  fathom  water.  The  Saltafh  was  or* 
dered  to  bear  down  to  a  bay  between  point  Goree 
and  point  Barnabas,  in  order  to  the  more  fpeedy 
and  convenient  landing  of  the  troops,  fhould 
there  be  any  occafion  for  them.  But  it  was  the 
28th  before  it  was  thought  convenient  to  attack 
the  ifland-,  when,  at  four  in  the  morning,  all 
the  flat-bottomed  boats  were  fent  on  board  the 
tranfports,  for  difembarldng  the  troops,  and  all 
of  them  were  in  thofe  boats  by  nine  o  clock- 
During  which  time  the  fliips  of  war  alfo  flmfhed 
their  preparations  the  fignal  for  weighing  anchor 
having  been  given  at  eight  o’clock. 

The  weft  fide  was  the  ftrongeft  ;  but  that  be- 
jncr  the  lee  fide,  it  was  refolved  to  form  the  at¬ 
tack  on  this  fide,  left  the  Ihips  cables,  being  cut 
by  a  chain -fhot,  or  any  other  accident,  the  {hip 
or  {hips  might  put  out  to  fee  without  any  dan¬ 
cer,  and  bearing  to  windward  renew  the  a£hon  ; 
for  fuch  an  accident  on  the  eaft  fide  might  have 
brought  a  {hip  immediately  afliore.  Another  re- 
folution  fettled  the  manner  of  their  going  down  to 
the  afiault.  A  bomb  was  ordered  to  precede,  co¬ 
vered  by  the  Prince  Edward  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  anchor  abreaft  of  a  fmall  Lunette- 
battery,  en  barbet ,  a  little  below  the  citadel  on  the 
north.  The  eldeft  captain,  Mr.  Sayer,  in  the 
Naflfau,  was  ordered  to  lead  the  line  of  battle  on 
the  right,  anchoring  abreaft  of  St.  Peter  s  battery 
of  five  guns :  the  Dunkirk  followed,  in  order  to 
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bring  up  a-breaft  of  a  battery  to  the  northward  of  ^  -D. 
the  former  ;  which  battery  was  not  finifhed,  and 
not  an  embrafure  at  that  time  opened.  The  com¬ 
modore,  in  the  Torbay,  followed  him,  taking  for 
his  part  the  weft  point  battery  of  five  guns,  and 
the  weft  corner  of  St.  Francis’s  Fort,  of  four 
fmaller  guns.  Captain  Knight,  in  the  Fougueux, 
ftationed  fecond  on  the  left,  bringing  up  the  rear 
(having  directions,  at  the  fame  time,  to  cover 
the  other  bomb  on  his  ftarboard  quarter)  had  al¬ 
lotted  to  his  fhare  the  mortar  battery;  fo  called 
from  two  large  mortars,  covered  by  that  bat¬ 
tery. 

The  moment  the  fjrft  fhip  had  dropt  her  an¬ 
chor  from  her  ftern,  lire  was  ordered  to  hoift  a 
pendant  at  her  mizen  peek,  to  acquaint  the  next 
fhip  that  fhe  had  brought  up.  Which  fignal  was 
to  be  repeated  by  each  fhip,  as  fire  fhould  take 
her  ftation  •,  and  not  a  gun  to  be  fired  till  each 
captain  had  his  fhip  a-breaft  of  his  ftation,  and 
moored  both  a-head  and  ftern.  Mr.  Keppel  con¬ 
cluded  thefe  inftrudlions  with  his  good  wifti.es  for 
their  fuccefs,  and  defired  they  would  get  on  board 
their  refpedtive  fhips  as  faft  as  poflible,  and  lead 


on. 


f«3rt' 


The  Prince  Edward  and  Firedrake  bomb  bore 
down  about  nine  towards  the  ifland  •,  and  in  ten 
minutes  time  the  Firedrake  began  the  atftion,  by 
throwing  a  fhell.  Which  was  returned  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  by  the  enemy,  from  both  their  forts  and  bat¬ 
teries.  Their  fecond  fhot  carried  away  the  Prince 
Edward’s  flag-ftaff,  and  fet  fire  to  an  arms-cheft, 
Vj©L.  III.  S  which 

26 
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A.  D.  which  blowing  up  killed  a  marine.  This  threw 
17581  the  Prince  Edward  into  a  little  ftagnation  ;  which 
encouraged  the  French,  who  finding  the  (hip  did 
not  return  their  fire,  levelled  lome  of  their  pieces 
fo  well,  that  feverai  were  wounded,  and  other  con- 
fiderable  damage  was  done,  before  matters  were 
got  to  rights.  Lieutenant  Weft  had  one  of  his 
hips  torn  away  and  bruifed  in  a  (hocking  manner, 
by  an  iron  bolt  driven  out  of  the  timber  by  a  ball : 
and  a  private  failor,  ftationed  in  the  fore-top,  had 
a  leg  (hot  off.  But  with  a  heart  like  a  lion,  he  let 
himfelf  down,  hand  under  hand,  by  a  rope,  fay¬ 
ing,  as  he  defcended — That  he  JJoould  not  have  been 
forry  at  the  accident ,  had  he  but  dene  his  duty :  but 
that  it  gave  him  pain  to  think ,  that  he  Jhould  die  with¬ 
out  having  killed  an  enemy. 

The  commodore,  who  diligently  attended  to 
every  incident,  obferving  that  the  Firedrake  over¬ 
charged  her  mortars  (all  her  (hells  falling  vaftly 
beyond  the  ifiand  to  the  fouth)  and  which  they 
on  board,  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  fmoke,  could 
not  difeern,  he  fent  his  boat  on  board  the  Furnace, 
with  orders,  “  That  as  they  faw  the  error  of  the 
other,  in  over-charging  the  mortars,  they  would 
avoid  that  extreme  j  and  that,  as  the  enemy  feemed 
bent  upon  finking  the  Prince  Edward  and  Fire- 
drake,  he  defired  they  would,  at  the  diftance  they 
then  were,  begin  their  fire  •,  and  endeavour,  as 
much  as  poflible,  to  draw  part  of  the  enemy  s  at¬ 
tention  from  their  fuffering  friends.”  The  Fur¬ 
nace,  purfuant  to  that  order,  bore  immediately 
clofe  under  the  Fougueux’s  ftern,  and  getting 

under 
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under  her  larboard  quarter,  began  to  fire  with  A.  D. 
good  fuccefs.  The  commodore  then  ordered  the  ‘ 
Naffau  to  bear  away  to  the  relief  of  the  Prince 
Edward  :  which  Captain  Sayer  endeavoured  to 
do,  but  he  was  fo  unfortunate,  that  from  the  ene¬ 
my’s  firft  fire,  to  the  Nafiau’s  taking  their  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  Prince  Edward,  his  fhip  was  wear¬ 
ing  almoft  thirty  minutes. 

Another  advantage  to  the  enemy  was  the  lull¬ 
ing  of  the  wind,  which  dropt,  as  the  heat  of  the 
day  came  on  :  fo  that  the  commodore’s  (hip,  the 
Torbay,  and  the  Fougueux,  which  were  both 
wearing  down  to  the  feat  of  adtion,  were  retarded 
a  good  deal  *,  efpecially  the  Fougueux,  which  was 
llopt  by  the  Furnace  running  athwart  his  lee-bow, 
in  his  courfe  to  the  Torbay  ;  the  commodore  hav¬ 
ing  made  a  fignal  for  his  coming  on  board. 

The  commodore  brought  up  a-breaft  the  angles 
of  both  the  weft  point  battery  and  St.  Francis’s 
fort,  with  fo  much  judgment,  that  when  he  was 
moored,  the  enemy  could  not  bring  a  gun  from 
thence  to  bear  upon  him.  There  could  nothing 
reach  him  with  advantage,  but  two  guns  from 
St.  Peter’s,  and  three  from  a  fmall  lunette  on  the 
hill,  in  the  way  to  St.  Michael’s ;  and  their  firing 
was  almoft  filenced  by  the  other  fhips.  So  that 
the  Torbay  had  a  battery  to  attack  almoft  deferted, 
and  without  fcarce  any  oppofition.' — Though  in-  • 
deed,  had  the  enemy  been  capable  to  hold  an  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  commodore’s  {hip,  the  fire  from 
the  Torbay  was  fo  terrible,  fo  near,  and  l'o  well 
aimed,  that  none  but  defperadoes  or  mad-men 

S  2  would 
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A.  D.  would  have  flood  it. — The  fliip  was  in  one  con- 
I7s8‘  tinued  blaze  of  fire,  and  that  part  of  the  ifiand 
itfelf,  upon  which  fire  lay,  was  darkened  by  a 
cloud  of  fmoak  and  earth,  to  a  wonderful  degree  ; 
that  the  very  foundations  of  the  ifiand  itfelf  feemed 
to  be  razed. 

French  fol-  It  was  impoffible  for  the  French  foldiers  to 
diersdnven  fl.anc}  at  tj^eir  quarters.  They  could  not  be  kept 

from  their  1  4  x 

quarters,  longer  againfi:  a  fire,  that  was  not  to  be  with- 
ftood.  But  when  the  director  was  informed  there¬ 
of,  his  command  was,  Every  man  to  his  quarters , 
The  flag  Upon  pain  of  death.  However,  the  governor  was 
ftrack.  prevailed  upon  to  ftrike  his  flag.  The  commo¬ 
dore  ordered  a  lieutenant,  attended  by  his  fecre- 
tary,  to  wait  upon  the  governor  on  the  ifiand  ; 
who  coming  to  the  beach  afked  them,  before  they 
quitted  their  boat,  On  what  terms  the  honourable 
'Mr.  Keppel  propcfed  he  jhould Surrender  ? — This  way 
of  proceeding,  after  the  flag  was  ftruck,  fur- 
prized  them  :  and  they  afked  him  then,  Have  not 
A  parley,  you  Jlmck  your  flag?  Fie  aiifwered,  No:  for  he 
had  intended  thereby  no  more  than  a  flgnal  for  a  par¬ 
ley :  and  being  told.  That  the  commodore  in¬ 
filled  on  his  furrendering  at  difcretion  ;  he  replied, 
1  am  Sufficiently  prepared ,  and  know  how  to  defend 
myfelf ,  if  the  French  troops  fhall  not  be  allowed  to 
march  cut  with  the  honours  of  War.  The  lieutenant 
having  remonfirrated  the  impofiibilicy  of  a  defence 
againft  the  fhips,  as  already  moored,  and  given 
him  the  fignal  of  one  gun  to  be  fired  over  the 
ifiand,  by  the  commodore,  for  the  renewing  of 

hofti'b 
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hoftilities,  he  and  the  fecretary  returned  on  board  ^  D. 
the  Torbay. 

The  commodore,  informed  of  the  Frenchman’s  Hoftilities 
behaviour  and  propofal,  ordered  a  fignal  gun,  asienewe  ' 
promifed  by  the  lieutenant,  to  be  fired  over  the 
ifland ;  which  was  followed  by  his  whole  broad- 
fide,  and  feme  guns  from  the  other  fhips,  that 
were  ready  :  but  before  the  fire  could  be  renewed  The  go- 

I  J  i'll  vernor  fur- 

in  its  full  vigour,  the  governor  not  being  able  to  renders  at 
maintain  his  authority  over  the  foldiers,  who  fled  dlicretl0n* 
from  their  quarters,  dropt  the  regimental  colours 
over  the  walls,  as  a  fignal  of  furrendering  at  dif- 
1  cretion  ;  and  the  commodore  fent  a  party  of  ma¬ 
rines  afhore,  who  took  poflefiion  of  the  ifland ; 
hoifted  Britifh  colours  on  Fort  St.  Michael’s,  and 
finifhed  the  ceremony  of  this  conqueft,  at  the 
foot  of  the  flag- ftafF,  with  three  huzzas,  from  the 
battlements  of  the  citadel. 

Durino-  the  whole  time  of  this  attack,  Lieute- 

tD 

nant-Colonel  Worge,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  foldiety,  had  his  troops  embarked  in  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  as  mentioned  above,  difpofed, 
j  and  ready,  .at  a  proper  diftance,  with  the  tran- 
lports,  to  attempt  a  defeent,  when  it  fhould  have 
been  found  requifite  and  practicable. 

The  date  of  the  ifland  of  Goree,  at  this  time,  state  of 

the  inana 

as  tranfmitted  by  Commodore  Keppel  to  the  Right  when  ta- 
Flonourable  William  Pitt,  makes  the  number 
of  pnfoners  of  war  300  »  befides  the  blacks,  who 
were  very  numerous,  i  heir  ordnance  confided 
of  38  twenty-four  pounders,  and  on£  broke; 

43  eighteen  pounders,  and  one  broke ;  4  twelve 

S  3  pounders ; 
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A.D.  pounders-,  5  fix  pounders;  1  four  pounder;  2 
I7s8‘  three  pounders;  11  fwivels;  1  ten  inch  mortar; 
all  iron  :  1  twelve  pounder ;  2  mortars,  mounted 
on  beds,  thirteen  inches ;  1  ten  inches,  all  brafs : 
100  barrels  of  powder :  a  great  number  of  (hells, 
filled  and  empty :  a  great  quantity  of  (hot  of 
different  fizes :  a  great  quantity  of  cannon  car¬ 
tridges  filled,  and  provifions  of  all  fpecies  for  400 
men  for  four  months. 

Affairs  of  Our  arms  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  were  not 
Ind5s.ft  altogether  fo  profperous.  The  French  continued 
in  a  (late  of  ina&ivity,  after  the  taking  of  Chet- 
toput c.  This  appeared  fomewhat  myfterious  to 
French  re-  our  fettlements  in  thofe  parts.  But  they  were  di- 

TOent'fiom  redted>  fl'0m  thelr  diperiors,  t0  Walt  and  PreParC 
Europe  un-  for  the  arrival  of  General  Lally  and  adrongfqua- 
lally.’  dron,  with  fupplies  of  men,  &c.  fent  from  Old 
France ;  without  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  ad  with  any  view  of  fuccefs 
againft  the  Englhh,  fupported  by  a  fleet,  in  thofe 
feas.  This  fquadron  confided  of  eleven  fail,  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  D’Ache,  and  appeared  off  Fort 
St.  David,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1758.  Two  of 
them  proceeded  with  Mr.  Lally  to  Pondicherry ; 
Block  up  feven  anchored  in  the  road  of  Fort  St.  David ; 
Dawd!’  and  two  kept  to  the  eadward.  By  which  difpo- 
TwoEng-  fition  the  French  admiral  blocked  up  the  Bridge- 
lifh  men  of  water  and  Triton,  his  Majedy’s  (hips,  then  lying 
in  the  road  ;  which  were  obliged  to  run  afhore, 
to  fave  the  crews  and  dores d.  Thefe  French 

e  See  page  367.  Vol.  II. 

a  They  burnt  their  fliips,  and  the  men  retired  to  the  fort. 

(hips 
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fhins  had  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  on  board,  A.  D. 

1  r  ^  7  5 

ready  to  land  and  join  a  large  detachment  from 

Pondicherry,  which  appeared  next  morning,  within 

the  diftrift  of  Fort  St.  David  ;  but  their  junction, 

and  the  debarkation  of  the  troops,  was  prevented 

by  the  hidden  and  unexpected  appearance  of  the 

Fnolifli  fleet  to  the  fouthward,  as  the  French 

were  preparing  to  debark. 

The  Engliffi  admiral  had  advice  of  the  French  Admiral 
fquadron’s  arrival  in  thofe  feas  ;  and  being  re-  fa;,cs°-n 
info  reed  in  Madrafs  road  on  the  24th  of  March,  the 

with  the  Newcaftle,  Weymouth,  Yarmouth,  and  fleet  at  Fort 
Elizabeth,  he  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Yar-  .^’s. 
mouth,  and  failed,  on  the  17th  of  April,  in  quell 
of  the  enemy.  His  intention  was  to  get  to  wind¬ 
ward  of  Fort  St.  David  with 


Guns  Men 


TheYarmouth  64  540 

Elizabeth  64  495 

Cumberland  66  520 
Weymouth  60  420 
Tyger  60  400 
Newcaftle  50  350 
Salilbury  50  300 


Officers 

5  Admiral  Pocock  His 

iCapt.  Harrilbn  ftrength, 

\  Commodore  Steven^ 
t  Capt.  Kempenfelt 
Brereton 
Nich.  Vincent 
Tho.  Latham 
George  Legge 
Jn.  Somerfet 


With  the  Queenborough  and  Prote&or  ftore-lhips. 


This  fquadron  made  the  height  of  Negapatam 
on  the  28th  at  noon,  and  running  down,  next 
morning,  to  Fort  St.  David,  the  admiral,  at  half  Come,  i« 
an  hour  paft  nine,  deferied  feven  fhips  in  that 
road,  getting  under  fail,  and  two  cruifing  in  the 

S  4  offing. 
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offing.  Admiral  Pocock  threw  out  his  fignals  : 
which  not  being  anfwered,  and  the  feven  ffiips 
{landing  off  ffiore  to  the  ead,  he  judged  them  to 
be  enemies,  and  accordingly,  at  half  pad  ten,  made 


The 

French  fly. 


the  fignal  for  a  general  chafe  •,  but  before  noon 


Lie  too. 


they  were  obliged  to  ffiorten  fail. 

The  feven  French  ffiips  being  come  up  with 
the  two  in  the  offing,  about  noon,  formed  the 
line  of  battle  a-head,  with  the  {larboard  tacks  on 
board,  and  Food  off  ffiore  to  the  eaftward,  with 
the  wind  about  fouth.  This  obliged  Admiral 
Pocock  to  make  the  Ggnal  for  his  ffiips  to  form 
the  line  a-head,  which  was  repeated  by  the  Queen- 
borough,  and  every  ffiip  got  into  its  ftation,  as  faff 
as  poffible,  within  random  ffiot  of  the  enemy,  a 
little  before  three  o’clock  ;  though  fome  of  them 
were,  at  that  time,  four  or  five  miles  a-ftern e. 

The  enemy’s  fquadron,  confiding  of  eight  two- 
deck  ffiips  and  a  frigate,  laid  too  under  their  top- 
fatls,  about  two  miles  to  leeward  :  and  their  ad¬ 
miral’s  ffiip,  the  Zodiaque,  was  particularly  diftin- 
guiffied  by  a  cornette  at  the  mizentop-maft  head. 
Admiral  Pocock  bore  down  upon  M.  D’Ache, 
keeping  a  little  a-head  of  him  :  and  though  ob¬ 
liged  to  receive  the  fire  of  feveral  ffiips  by  the 
way,  he  did  not  throw  out  the  fignal  for  engage- 
ing,  till  he  came  within  half  mufket  ffiot  of  the 


=  The  admiral,  by  fignal,  called  the  Queenborough  within 
hail  to  him,  and  ordered,  that  all  her  marines  (hould  be  font 
on  board  the  Cumberland,  and  twenty  feamen  on  board  the 
Tyger. 


Zodiaque : 
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Zodiaque  :  foon  after  he  made  a  fignal  for  a  clofer  A-  D- 
engagement.  The  fnips  in  the  van  obeyed f; 
and  at  half  an  hour  paft  four  he  made  particular  f^Uo 
fignals  to  the  Cumberland,  Newcaftle  and  Wey-  ensase* 
mouth,  to  fail  up  and  engage  dole  ;  becaule  the 
French  rear  had  drawn  up  pretty  clo.fe  to  their  ad¬ 
miral.  But  M.  D’Ache  would  not  give  them 
time  to  try  their  courage  ;  he  broke  the  line,  and 
bore  away  under  the  lee  of  the  fhips  a-head  of 
him  :  the  frigate  at  the  fame  time  fired  a  broad- . 
fide  at  the  Yarmouth,  and  made  fail  after  him. 

The  other  French  fhips  made  fail  up  along  fide  of 
the  Yarmouth,  in  fuccefiion  to  the  rear  of  their 
line.  Our  admiral,  at  twelve  minutes  paft  four, 
made  fignals  for  the  Cumberland,  Newcaftle,  and 
Weymouth  to  come  up  ;  and  at  four  minutes  af¬ 
ter,  (all  the  French  fhips  having  fhot  a-head  of  French  fly 
him,  after  their  admiral,  and  the  Yarmouth’s  agam 
mafts,  fails,  and  rigging,  being  fo  much  difabled, 
that  fhe  could  not  keep  up  with  them,  after 
making  all  the  fail  polfible,  the  fternmoft  fhips  of 
the  enemy  then  on  her  bow)  he  fent  Mr.  Fen- 
fliaw,  midfhiprnan,  to  fignify  the  admiral’s  orders 
for  the  fhips  a-ftern  to  make  all  the  fail  they 

f  The  admiral's  journal  fpecifies,  That  at  feven  minutes 
pall  three,  obferving  feme  fhips  too  wide  of  the  enemy,  the 
fignal  was  made  for  a  clofe  engagement,  which  was  complied 
with  by  the  fhips  a-head  of  the  Cumberland. —  We  could  not 
obferve  that  the  Newcaftle  or  Weymouth  came  properly  into 
adlion  with  the  fhips  oppofite  to  them  the  whole  time,  which 
gave  the  French  fhips,  a  tier n  of  their  admiral,  an  opportunity 
oflyingonthe  admiral’s  quarter,  who  fomeiimes  had  three 
fhips  on  his  at  once,  and  never  Isfs  than  two. 
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could,  and  go  a-head,  and  engage  the  firft  {hips 
they  could  come  up  with.  At  thirty-three  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  four  all  the  French  fquadron  bore  away  *, 
and  at  twelve  minutes  before  five  our  fhips  a-ftern 
being  almoft  up  with  the  Yarmouth,  the  admiral 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  the  line,  and  made  the 
fignal  for  all  the  fquadron  to  chafe  the  enemy. 

°About  half  paft  five  the  enemy  were  joined  by 
two  fhips  about  four  miles  to  leeward,  hauled 
their  wind,  and  flood  to  the  weftward,  with  their 
larboard  tacks  on  board2.  Our  fleet  was  greatly 
delayed  in  their  chafe  by  the  damage  of  the  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Elizabeth,  Tyger  and  Salifbury,  in  their 
mails,  yards,  fails,  and  rigging,  which  prevented 
their  keeping  up  with  the  reft,  that  had  not  fuf- 
fered  in  the  rear.  This  inability,  and  the  approach 
of  the  night,  made  it  advifeable  for  the  admiral 
to  haul  clofe  upon  a  wind,  and  to  make  a  fignal 
to  leave  off  chafe  :  and  he  flood  to  the  fouth-weft, 
to  keep  to  windward  of  the  enemy,  that,  if  pof- 
fible,  he  might  prevent  them  weathering  him  in 
the  night,  and  renew  the  engagement  in  the  morn- 
in0-.  For  this  purpofe  the  Queenborough  was 

ordered  a-head  to  watch  their  motions  *  and  Ihe 

/ 

g  Here  you  have  the  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet :  viz. 
The  Zodiaque  and  Bien-Aime  of  74  guns  ;  the  Vengeance 
and  St.  Louis  of  64  guns  ;  the  Due  dOrleans  and  the  Due  de 
Bourgogne  of  60  guns ;  the  Conde  and  the  Moras  of  50  guns ; 
and  the  Sylphide  frigate  of  36  guns,  all  engaged.  The  two 
that  joined  them,  after  their  flight,  were  the  Compte  de  Pro¬ 
vence  of  74  guns,  and  the  Diligent  of  24  guns ;  which  had 
landed  M.  Lally  at  Pondicherry. 


work’d 
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worked  up  after  them  till  fix  in  the  morning,  on 
the  firft  day  of  May  ;  but  with  fo  little  effe<5t  or 
hopes  to  come  up  with  them,  who  had  received 
little  or  no  damage  in  their  rigging,  that  fhe 
left  off  the  chace,  and  came  to  anchor  about  three 
leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Sadrafs,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  information  from  the  governor,  that  the 
Bien-Aime,  of  74  guns,  had  been  fo  damaged  in 
the  late  attion,  that  fhe  was  run  afhore,  and  that 
the  reft  of  the  French  fqadron  was  at  an  anchor  a 
little  fouth  of  Alamparvey,  feven  leagues  weft  by 
north  from  Sadrafs. 

In  this  adtion  the  French  loft  600  men  killed, 
and  had  many  wounded.  Whereas  our  lofs 
amounted  only  to  twenty-nine  killed  and  thirty 
wounded.  Becaufe  our  fire  was  aimed  at  the  hull ; 
by  which  the  {hip  and  men  fuffer  moft.  The 
French  fire  chiefly  at  the  rigging,  by  which  the 
men  and  hull  efcape  deftrudlion. 

The  French  fquadron  retreated  to  Pondicherry : 
but  Admiral  Pocock,  as  foon  as  he  had  finifhed 
his  mafts,  repaired  his  moft  material  damages, 
and  taken  on  board  a  hundred  and  twenty  reco¬ 
vered  men  from  the  hofpital,  and  about  eighty 
Lafcars  from  the  governor  of  Madrafs,  put  to  fea, 
and  endeavoured  all  in  his  power  to  get  up  to  Fort 
St.  David’s,  which  was  then  befiegedby  the  French. 
But  that  laudable  and  necffary  fervice  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  various  accidents,  ftrong  wefterly  winds, 
and  particularly  by  the  current  running  ftrong  to 
the  northward.  So  that  he  was  obliged  to  come 
to  an  anchor  at  Alamparvey  on  the  26th  of  May. 
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He  weighed  again,  and  on  the  30th  of  June  ap¬ 
peared  off  Pondicherry. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  in  the  morning,  the  French 
fquadron,  confiding  of  ten  fail,  weighed  and  flood 
out  of  the  road :  which  carrying  the  countenance 
of  a  refolution  to  engage  him,  Admiral  Pocock, 
who  laid  confiderably  to  leeward,  prepared  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  But  they  kept  clofe  to  the  wind  and 
plyed  away  from  him  with  fo  much  diligence,  that 
it  was  not  pofiible  to  come  up  with  them  j  but 
on  the  contrary,  the  Englifh  loft  way  by  ftrong 
currents,  want  of  wind,  and  the  bad  failing  of  the 
Cumberland. 

On  the  6th  of  the  fame  month,  the  admiral  re¬ 
ceived  advice  from  Fort  St.  George,  that  Fort  St. 
David  had  furrendered  to  the  French.  For,  though 
M.  de  Ache  was  obliged  to  retreat  out  of  the  road 
on  the  very  day  refolved  upon  to  land  his  troops, 
to  be  employed  in  the  attack  of  Fort.  St.  David 
by  fea  and  land,  the  armament  from  Pondicherry 
did  not  retreat.  It  confided  of  3,500  Europeans  : 
their  vanguard,  compofed  of  the  French  horfe, 
500  of  the  regiment  of  Lorrain,  and  about  200  of 
the  company’s  troops,  a  number  of  Sepoys  and 
artillery  men,  with  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  entered 
the  diftridt  of  Fort  St.  David,  on  the  29th  of 
April:  they  plundered  and  deftroyed  all  that  op- 
pofed  them  obliged  Cuddalore  to  furrender  on 
the  3d  of  May,  with  permiffion  for  the  garrifon  to 
retreat  with  their  arms  to  Fort  St.  David.  Then 
they  undertook  the  fiege  of  Fort  St,  David.  They 
afiembled  all  their  force  and  began  to  fire  upon  it 

2  from 
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from  Cuddalore  on  the  16th,  and  with  five  mor-  A.  D. 
tars  from  the  New  Town  on  the  17th*,  on  the 

Attack 

26th  a  battery  of  feven  guns  and  five  mortars  was  Fort  St. 
opened  at  the  diftance  of  between  eight  and  nine  Davu!' 
hundred  yards  weft,  another  of  nine  guns  and  three 
mortars  between  feven  and  eight  hundred  yards 
north,  and  another  of  four  guns  to  the  north  eaft, 
at  about  the  fame  diftance. 

The  place  was  very  badly  fortified,  and  much  The  weak- 
worfe  defended  :  no  part  was  bomb  proof,  fo  that  pface. 
the  ftiells  did  great  damage  and  made  great  (laugh¬ 
ter.  The  Lafcars,  Seapoys,  and  mod  of  the  arti¬ 
ficers,  were  fo  difpirited  by  the  fuddennefs  of  the 
French  motions,  that  they  left  the  town  before 
the  furrender  of  Cuddalore.'  The  garrifon  was 
fo  much  weakened  by  the  defertion  of  the  black 
forces,  that  it  divided  their  forces  too  much  to 
defend  the  out-pods,  which  was  imprudently  at-  Mitbeha- 
tempted:  and  the  European  foldiers,  having  got  tiTganl. 
accefs  to  the  magazines  of  arrack  and  other  ftrong  fon* 
liquors,  they  were  feldom  in  a  condition  to  do  their 
duty. 

As  to  the  fortifications  •,  though  there  was  no 
breach  made,  there  were  thirty  guns  and  carriages 
demounted  and  difabled,  and  many  of  the  para¬ 
pets,  platforms,  and  other  works,  were  deftroyed 
by  the  (hot  and  (hells.  The  tanks  or  refervoirs 
of  water,  except  thole  in  the  covered  way,  w’ere 
rendered  unfit  for  ufe  by  the  bombardment :  and 
what  completed  their  misfortune,  their  ammuni-  Ammuni¬ 
tion,  which  had  been  fired  away  inconfiderately, tl0n  walleJ 
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before  the  enemy  began  to  make  their  approaches, 
was  grown  ffiort. 

Major  Polier,  having  been  truly  informed  of 
the  untenable  ftate  of  the  place,  and  loft  all  hopes 
of  relief  from  the  fleet,  requefted  a  council  of  war : 
in  which  it  was  unanitnoufly  agreed  to  furrender  by 
capitulation  •,  whofe  principal  articles  granted  the 
honours  of  war  to  the  garrifon  ;  that  they  fhould 
be  exchanged  *,  that  they  fhould  have  leave  to  carry 
with  them  their  baggage  and  other  moveable  ef¬ 
fects  belonging  to  their  houfes  ;  that  care  Ihould 
be  taken  of  the  flck  and  wounded  ;  that  commif- 
faries  fhould  be  appointed  and  remain  to  deliver 
up  the  magazines,  &c.  and  that  deferters  fhould 
be  pardoned,  upon  condition  of  returning  to  their 
colours. 

The  government  of  Madrafs  wasjuftly  alarmed 
at  this  lofs :  and  as  a  much  more  refolute  and  ob- 
ftinate  defence  had  been  expeded,  an  enquiry  was 
ordered  at  Madrafs  to  examine  into  the  condud  of 
the  officers,  and  the  caufes  of  the  furrender  of  Fort 
St.  David.  This  court  of  enquiry  was  compofed 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Draper,  and  the  Majors 
Brereton  and  Caillaud. 

Major  Polier  was  much  efteemed  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  had  ferved  them  on  feveral  occafions 
with  reputation  and  condud :  but  he  was  too  opi- 
niated, fufpicious, very  hafty  and  paffionate  ;  which 
often  injured  the  fervice.  He  was  fummoned 
before  this  court,  and,  in  his  defence,  urged  the 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  the  want  of  ammunition 
and  fcarcity  of  water  j  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the 
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upper  works,  and  the  difmounting  of  the  guns.  ^  D. 
But  the  officers,  who  compofed  this  court  of  en-  /S 
quiry,  though  they  commended  the  perfonal  be¬ 
haviour  of  Major  Polier,  they  impeached  his  judg-  £p,J“1Jt°f 
ment  for  defending  the  out-pofts,  and  thereby 
weaking  his  garrifon,  which  confided  of  no  more 
than  two  hundred  Europeans,  eighty  invalids  and 
about  thirty  of  the  artillery  :  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  town  might  have  held  out  much  longer  ; 
and  that  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  fbame- 
ful,  becaufe  the  enemy  were  not  matters  of  the 
outward  covered  way  *,  had  made  no  breach,  and 
had  a  wet  ditch  to  fill  up  and  pafs,  before  the  town 
could  be  affaulted. 

M.  Lally,  who  was  fent  from  Europe,  to  com-  Works 
mand  in  chief  for  the  King  of  France  and  thebkmnup* 
French  Eaft  India  company,  ordered  the  works  to 
be  blown  up,  and  reduced  the  fortifications  to  a 
heap  of  ruins.  He  extended  his  power  to  the  French 
wanton  definition  of  villas,  and  the  fine  build-  baibauty‘ 
ings  in  the  adjacent  country.  But  the  French  af¬ 
terwards  paid  dear  for  this  barbarity.  The  coun¬ 
try  people,  by  cutting  off  fupplies  for  the  army, 
had  it  in  their  power  to  take  revenge  :  and  they 
carried  their  refentment  into  fuch  force,  that  the 
French  were  almoft  exhaufted  by  famine  at  the 
fiege  of  Tanjore. 

Admiral  Pocock,  informed  of  this  lofs,  made  Admiral 
the  beft  of  his  way  to  Madrafs :  and  having  there  ft°jCsocag.ain 
fupplied  his  fquadron  with  water  and  other  necef-  ™ 
faries,  he  failed  again  on  the  25th  of  July  in  queft  French, 
of  the  French  fquadron,  On  the  26th,  coming 

to 
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A-  D.  to  an  anchor  off  Alamparvey,  Tent  his  boats  armed 
17581  to  take,  fink,  or  burn,  a  fnow  and  feven  chalingas, 
clofe  under  the  fort.  The  fnow  was  loaded  with 
fire  wood  for  Pondicherry  ;  the  chalingas  had  been 
lent  from  Pondicherry  with  ordnance,  (lores,  and 
cannon  ;  but  were  unloaded.  They  burnt  the  cha¬ 
lingas,  and  brought  off  the  fnow. 

Strength  of  The  Englilh  fleet  confided  of  no  more  than 
the  Eng-  feven  (hips,  the  fame,  as  were  engaged  in  the  laft 
a&ion-,  but  fome  of  them  under  new  commanders5. 
With  thefe  the  admiral  got  up,  on  the  27th  in 
the  evening,  within  three  leagues  of  Pondicherry 
,  croad,  where  the  French  fleet,  that  confifted  of 

Strength  of  ’  ,  > 

the  French  eight  fliips  of  the  line,  and  a  frigate,  was  at  anchor. 
fleet‘  But  M.  d’Ache  did  not  feem  yet  in  a  temper  to 
fight.  He,  by  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning,  got 
under  fail,  and  taking  the  advantage  of  the  land- 
brb'dze,  he  wronged  the  Englifh  fleet,  that  waited 
Chacedbyfor  him.  Admiral  Pocock  made  the  fignal  to 
the  Eng-  chafe  .  but  his  fTiijis  could  not  get  to  windward : 

and,  without  that,  there  was  no  bringing  on  an 
engagement.  However,  having  chafed  them  al- 
moll  to  Porto  Novo,  where  he  loft  fight  of  them, 
he,  on  the  30th,  difcovered  and  ran  afhore,  about 

two  leagues  to  the  north  of  that  port,  a  fhip  laden 

• 

s  The  admiral,  difpleafcd  at  the  behaviour  of  fome  of  his 
captains  in  the  engagement,  related  on  page  279  to  283*  or¬ 
dered  a  court-martial,  on  his  return  to  Madrafs,  to  enquire  into 
their'  conduft.  By  which  court,  Captain  Nicholas  Vincent  was 
difwifled  from  the  command  of  the  Weymouth  ;  Captain 
George  Legge,  of  the  Newcallle,  was  cafhiered  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice  ;  and  Captain  Whlliam  Brereton  was  fentenced 
to  lofe  one  year's  rank  as  a  poll  captain. 
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With  ordnance  and  (lores  for  Pondicherry,  and  fet  A ■  *>. 
her  on  fire:  keeping  the  coaft  to  Tranquebar,  3/5  ' 
Admiral  Pocock  regained  fight  of  the  French  Gets  fight 
fquadron,  on  the  firfl  of  Auguft  :  and  next  day  at  French, 
one  o’clock,  it  appeared  full  in  fight :  but  their 
admiral,  by  affuming  the  appearance  of  courage, 
and  trifling  away  time,  by  forming  the  line  of  bat¬ 
tle,  at  a  confiderable  diftance ;  now  edging  down  ; 
then  hauling  upon  a  wind,  and  pradtifing  every 
method  to  eftablifh  an  opinion  of  an  intention  to 
engage,  till  half  an  hour  pad  fix,  (when  they  hoift- 
ed  their  topfails,  fet  their  courles,  hauled  clofe 
upon  a  wind,  flood  to  the  fouth  eaft,)  baffied 
all  the  diligence,  with  which  the  Englifh  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  on  an  engagement ;  for  next 
morning,  none  of  them  were  to  be  feen  h.  How¬ 
ever 

h  It  may  be  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  read  the  journal  of  this 
day’s  work  ;  wherein  the  admiral’s  judgment,  and  the  enemy’s 
craft  will  be  much  better  feen. 

Auguft  the  2d  1758.  Moderate  breezes  and  fair  weather, 
the  wind  from  S.  to  S.  W.  At  one  the  enemy  was  edging  down 
upon  us  in  a  line  of  battle  a-breaft :  the  commanding  lhip. 
under  our  three  topfails  on  the  cap,  appeared  to  be  clofe  reefed, 
and  fleered  for  our  centre.  At  half  paft  one  the  Cumberland 
being  pretty  well  up,  we  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle 
a- head.  At  two  it  fell  little  wind,  and  came  to  the  fouthward. 

About  three  our  line  was  well  formed,  and  vve  flood  to  the 
eaftward  under  our  topfails ;  the  fore-toplail  full ;  the  main- 
topfail  fquare ;  the  mizen-topfail  fometimes  full,  and  fome- 
times  aback,  as  the  flops  ftations  in  the  line  required.  At 
three  made  the  fignal  to  fpeak  with  the  fire-fhip,  and  foon  after 
for  the  Queenborough.  All  this  time  the  enemy  continued 
bearing  down  on  us  with  the  fame  fail,  and  our  fquadron  con- 
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A.  D.  ever  our  fleet  continued  the  chace,  and  on  the  3d 
,758'  of  Auguft  gained  its  point.  At  five  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  enemy  was  dilcovered  about  a  league  to 
the  windward  of  Negapatam,  formed,  as  ufual, 
in  the  line  of  battle  a- head,  with  their  (larboard 
tacks  on  board.  Our  fleet  alfo  formed  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  flood  to  the  fouth  with  an  eafy  fail. 
It  was  prefently  feen,  that  the  enemy  had  recourfe 
to  their  former  delufions,  and  were  feeking  to  get 
oft'1 :  but,  the  wind  being  in  his  favour.  Admiral 

Pocock 

tinued  in  a  very  regular  clofe  line.  At  five  the  enemy  s  van 
was  on  our  beam, at  aboijt  two  miles  diftance;  and  at  an  hour 
after,  they  made  fome  fignals;  and  foon  after  hauled  their 
wind.  The  van  fhip  hoifted  her  topfails,  and  fet  her  courfes. 
The  commanding  fhip  hoifted  her  topfails,  hauled  her  fore¬ 
tack  on  board,  and  flood  clofe  upon  a  wind  to  the  S.  E.  At 
ten  minutes  after,  when  he  had  got  before  our  beam,  we  made 
the  fignal  for  our  van  to  fill,  and  ftand  on;  which  we  did  with 
the  whole  fquadron  under  topfails  and  forefail,  making  the 
proper  fignals  for  keeping  the  line  in  the  night.  The  enemy 
from  dark  to  eleven  o’clock  made  feveral  fignals  by  guns,  and 
judging  by  the  found,  they  were  fired  on  our  quarter,  con- 
*  eluded  they  had  tacked.  Upon  which,  a  little  before  twelve, 
made  the  fignal  to  ware;  and  wore  with  all  the  fquadron,  and 
made  fail  to  the  weftward. 

i  Auguft  the  3d  1758.  Moderate  and  fair  weather.  At  fix 
P.  M.  the  Salifbury  made  the  fignal  for  feeing  four  fail  to  the 
north  weft.  At  five  A.  M.  faw  the  French  fquadron,  about 
three  miles  to  the  weftward  of  us,  in  a  line  of  battle  ahead, 
Handing  to  the  fouthward.  D°.  we  made  the  fignal  for  the 
line  of  battle  ahead,  which  was  very  foon  formed.  At  fix 
Nagapatam  bore  W.  S.  W.  half  W.  diftance  about  three 
leagues.  At  eight  minutes  paft  feven  made  the  fignal  for  the 
Tyger  and  Cumberland  to  make  more  fail.  At  20  minutes 

paft 
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Pocock  got  the  weather  gage*,  and  forced  them  A.D, 
to  an  engagement  about  one  o’clock  next  day*,  /58‘ 

0  G  Forces 

their  line  being  then  in  the  form  of  a  half  moon  5  them  to  an 
the  van  and  rear  being  to  windward  of  their 
centre. 

There  being  no  poffibility  of  getting  off  without 
a  brufh,  the  enemy’s  fhip  in  the  van  fired  on  the 
Elizabeth,  who  was  got  within  mufket  fhot  of  her. 

Upon  which  the  admiral  threw  out  the  fignal  of 
battle,  and  began  the  engagement  with  the  whole 
fquadron.  D’Ache  was  now  obliged  to  pull  off  K-l,n  away* 
the  mafk  of  bravery,  and  to  run  like  a  coward. 

In  ten  minutes  he  fet  his  forefail,  as  did  the  reft 

pad  feven  we  flood  to  the  S.  E.  in  a  well-formed  line,  the 
enemy’s  van  at  the  fame  time  bearing  W.  half  N.  diftant  about 
four  miles.  At  half  pall  eight,  the  enemy’s  van  began  to 
edge  down  upon  us.  At  forty  minutes  pall  eight  made  the 
Tyger  and  Elizabeth  fignal  to  change  places  in  the  line ;  and 
at  forty-five  minutes  pall  nine  the  Tyger  made  the  Salilbury  fig¬ 
nal  to  clofe  the  line  :  and  at  ten  the  enemy  bore  away,  as  if 
they  intended  to  run  under  the  ftern  of  the  rear  of  our  line. 

At  ten  minutes  after  made  the  fignal  for  the  leading  lliips  to 
fleer  two  points  away  from  the  former  courfe.  D°.  we  edged 
away,  and  fleered  fouth.  At  twenty-five  minutes  pall  ten 
made  the  Weymouth  and  the  Weymouth  made  the  Newcaftle 
fignal  to  clofe  the  line.  From  this  time  till  twenty  minutes 
pad  eleven,  employed  in  towing  our  particular  (hips  into  their 
ftations ;  for  there  was  little  or  no  wind,  and  the  (hips  in  fome 
diforder.  At  twenty  minutes  pad  eleven  the  fea  breeze  fet  in 
from  the  S.  E.  which  brought  the  enemy  on  our  larboard  and 
lee  quarter.  At  half  pad  eleven  the  enemy’s  van  was  on  our 
lee  beam,  dillance  about  one  mile  and  a  half.  At  noon  our 
fquadron  was  in  a  very  good  line,  and  preparing  to  bear  down 
on  the  enemy.  The  Elizabeth  and  Queenborough  repeated 
all  the  fignals  we  made  during  the  aftion. 
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A.  D.  under  his  command,  and  kept  a  running  fight,  in 
I758,  a  very  irregular  line,  till  two  o’clock,  when  they 
put  before  the  wind ;  nor  could  all  that  Admiral 
Pocock  was  able  to  do  by  fignals  for  a  clofer  en¬ 
gagement,  prevent  their  getting  away.  He  then 
gave  the  fignal  to  chace  :  the  enemy  cut  away 
their  boats,  and  made  all  the  fail  they  could  about 
N.  N.  E.  and  got  quite  off  into  Pondicherry  road  : 
our  fleet  being  obliged  by  the  night  to  come  to  an 
anchor  off  Carical,  about  eight  o’clock  k. 

The 

k  Aug.  the  4th  1758.  Moderate  and  fair  weather.  At  twen¬ 
ty  minutes  paft  twelve  P.  M.  made  the  leading  (hips  fignals  to 
fleer  fix  points  from  the  former  courfe  ;  our  (hips  then  in  a  well- 
formed  clofe  line.  At  fifty-five  minutes  paft  twelve  made  the 
rear  fhips  fignal  to  clofe  the  line.  At  one  took  in  top-gallant 
fails.  At  this  time  the  enemy  feemed  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  half 
moon  line,  their  van  and  rear  being  to  windward  of  their  centre. 
At  twenty  minutes  after  one.obferving  the  French  admiral  made 
the  fignal  to  engage,  and  their  van  fhips  to  fire  upon  the  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  we  immediately  made  the  fignal  for  engaging,  which 
was  immediately  repeated  by  the  Elizabeth  and  Queenborough, 
and  obeyed  by  the  whole  fquadron.  Ten  minutes  after,  the 
French  admiral  fet  his  forefail,  and  kept  more  away.  The 
reft  of  their  fquadron  did  the  fame,  and  their  line  was  foon 
broke.  The  remainder  of  the  aftion  was  a  running  fight.  At 
thirty-five  minutes  paft  one,  the  fignal  for  the  line  was  fhot  a- 
way,  and  another  inftantly  hoifted.  Two  minutes  after  that,  our 
main-topfail  yard  was  ihot  down  on  the  cap,  and  the  main-top- 
maft  much  damaged  at  the  fame  time.  Forty  minutes  paft  one, 
the  fignal  for  battle  was  fhot  away  again,  and  another  hoifted 
diredtly.  At  two  the  enemy's  leading  fhip  in  the  van  put  before 
the  wind,  having  cut  away  her  mizen-maft,  on  account  of  its 
being  on  fire.  The  French  admiral  put  before  the  wind  eight 
minutes  after,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  fhips  of  the  enemy, 
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The  lofs  of  the  French  is  faid  to  have  been  A.  D. 
very  great ',  and  their  running  away  feems  to  con¬ 
firm  that  report.  As  for  our  lofs,  it  confifted The,r  lofs’ 
chiefly  in  our  mails  and  rigging :  we  had  only  ^sh°^the 
thirty  killed,  and  fixty  wounded,  amongft  whom 
was  Commodore  Stevens,  by  a  mufket  ball  in  his 
{boulder;  and  Captain  Martin,  by  a  fplinter  in 

his  leg. 

Two  days  after  this  a&ion,  the  Ruby,  a  French 
fnow,  of  120  tons,  laden  with  {hot  and  medicines, 
from  the  iflands  to  Pondicherry,  was  taken  by  the 
Queenborough. 

from  the  van  to  the  centre.  At  twenty-five  minutes  pad  two 
the  enemy’s  rear  put  before  the  wind.  At  the  fame  time  we 
made  the  fignal  for  a  clofer  engagement,  in  order  for  our  Ihips 
to  bear  down,  as  fad  as  poffible,  after  them.  At  fifty-five  mi¬ 
nutes  pad  two,  the  enemy  wore,  and  hauled  up  a  little  on  the 
fouthward  tack,  as  we  did  at  the  fame  time.  At  three  made 
the  general  fignal  to  chace.  At  the  fame  time  hauled  down 
the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  and  clofe  engagement;  when 
we  made  all  the  fail  we  could  after  them,  the  enemy  being  at 
too  great  a  didance  to  fire  at  them,  and  crouding  with  dudding- 
fails,  and  every  thing  elfe,  from  us,  their  boats  all  cut  adrift, 
and  they  danding  about  N.  N.  W.  We  were  employed  in 
knotting  and  fplicing  the  old,  and  reeving  new  rigging,  to 
enable  us  to  make  more  fail :  the  lefs  difabled  (hips  about  three 
miles  a-head,  and  the  enemy’s  rear  about  five  ditto.  At  fix, 
obferving  the  enemy  increafed  their  didances,  we  made  the 
fignal  to  leave  off  chace,  hauling  down  the  fignal  for  battle  at 
the  fame  time,  and,  after  joining  our  (hips  to  leeward,  hauled 
clofe  to  the  wind  with  the  larboard  tacljs  on  board ;  and  at 
eight  made  the  fignal,  and  anchored  in  nine  fathom  water, 

Carical  W.  half  N.  didant  about  three  or  four  miles. 

1  They  had  above  550  men  killed  and  wounded.  Amongd 
the  latter  were  M.  d’Ache  and  his  captain. 

T  3  Haw* 
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A.  D.  However  the  French  army  afted  with  vigour, 
I75§'  and  threatned  our  fettlements  and  our  allies  on 
Meafines  that  coaft  with  deftruftion.  The  government  of 

taken  for  \  ^ 

the  fecurity  Madrafs,  after  the  lofs  of  Fort  St.  David,  took 
draftf&c.  every  meafure  for  defence,  as  their  circumftances 
would  allow.  They  withdrew  the  garrifons  of 
Arcot,  Chengalaput,  and  Carangoly,  and  ordered 
them  into  Madrafs :  and  fent  the  like  inftru&ions 
to  Davecotah  to  evacuate  the  town  and  retreat, 
fhould  the  enemy  march  againft  that  place. 

Lailv  takes  Davecotah  was  the  next  objedt  of  M.  Lally’s 
Davecotah.  0peratj0nSj  and  found  it  evacuated  according  to 

order;  the  Chief  .having  retired,  with  the  garrifon, 
to  Trichinopoly,  through  the  Tanjore  country. 
Carries  his  Lally  having  placed  a  garrifon  of  700  men  in  this 
thlTVan-  acquifition,  took  the  rout  to  Trichinopoly,  but 
try6  C°Un'  PaTed  by  Tanquebar,  where  he  got  a  fupply  of 
ammunition  and  field  pieces  from  the  Danes :  then 
he  proceeded  to  Negapatam,  and  fettled  with  the 
Dutch  a  contract  for  a  continual  fupply  of  provi- 
fions,  during  his  intended  campaign  in  the  Tanjore 
country,  in  cafe  of  need  m.  With  this  afiiftance  the 
French  general  marched  to  Trivalour,  a  pagoda, 
fifteen  miles  from  Tanjore ;  eftablifhed  a  maga¬ 
zine,  and  fent  deputies  to  the  King  of  Tanjore,  with 
His  de-  a  demand  of  feventy-five  lack  of  rupees,  by  virtue 
the"  Raja?  °f  a  note  ext°rted  from  him  by  the  French  army 
and  the  rebel  ChundaSaib,  in  the  year  1749  ;  and 
of  a  pafifage  through  his  country,  for  his  army  to 

m  It  is  faid,  that  the  Dutch  did  alfo  fupply  him  with  mo¬ 
ney,  cannon  and  ammunition. 


march 
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'  march  againft  Trichinopoly.  But  the  French  hav-  A.  D.- 
ing  commenced  hoftilities  againft  the  Tanjoreans, 
by  feizing  upon  their  port  of  Nagore,  in  their 
rout  from  Negapatam,  and  felling  all  the  effe&s 
belonging  to  the  country  merchants  from  all  parts 
of  India,  found  at  that  port,  to  the  value  of  five 
lack  of  rupees,  to  one  Mr.  Fifher,  colonel  of 
huflars  in  their  own  fervice,  for  half  value  j  this 
proceeding,  fo  contrary  to  common  right,  and  the 
laws  of  arms  and  nations,  provoked  the  Tanjo¬ 
reans  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence  :  and 
their  King  had  already  ordered  Monagre,  his  ge¬ 
neral,  to  take  the  field  and  oppofe  their  march ; 
and  Captain  Caillaud,  by  his  inftrudions  from  ThjRai» 
Madras,  detached  1000  Seapoys  and  500  Colleries,  the  Eng- 
to  his  aftiftance.  But  the  Tanjorean  army  could  hflu 
not  ft  and  before  fo  powerful  a  body  of  European 
regulars,  and  retreated  with  a  refolution  to  main¬ 


tain  a  fiege  in  their  capital. 


Though  the  King  was  fenfible  of  his  own  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  the  French,  the  aver- 
fion,  conceived  againft  fuch  a  perfidious  friend, 
made  him  rejett  all  propofals  of  a  treaty.  How¬ 
ever,  M.  Lally  dropt  fome  of  his  haughtinefs, 
and,  before  he  would  rifque  every  thing  to  the 
event  of  arms,  he  endeavoured,  by  an  embafiy  of 
two  officers  and  a  prieft,  to  work  upon  the  King’s 


fears.  In  this  embafiy  he  dropt  the  demand  of  Another 


demand  of 


demand 


the  money  *,  he  only  requefted  a  free  pafirtge  for  theFrench- 


his  troops  •,  and  made  a  formal  demand  of  the 
aid  of  his  troops,  by  virtue  of  former  treaties  of 
alliance  between  them.  The  King  ablolutely  re- 


T  4 


fufed 
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fufed  to  join  his  troops  for  their  affidance.  He 
confented  to  a  paffage  for  their  troops but  not 
by  the  road  they  afked  :  and  he  voluntarily  agreed 
to  make  them  a  prefent  of  two  lack  and  a  half  of 
rupees. 

The  officers  returned  with  this  anfwer :  but  the 
pried  remained  in  Tanjore,  under  the  pretence  of 
continuing  the  treaty  :  who,  encouraged  by  the 
conceflion  made  by  the  King,  demanded  another 
audience,  and  then  peremptorily  demanded  a 
paffage,  and  his  troops,  and  five  lack  of  rupees. 
The  King,  greatly  furprized  at  the  pried’s  prefump- 
tion,  and  being  informed  that  the  French  army 
kept  advancing  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  all  rules, 
when  a  treaty  is  on  foot,  he  ordered  the  pried  to 
be  difmiffed  :  and  the  French  advanced  guard 
firing  upon  the  town  from  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
that  fame  night,  there  was  a  final  dop  to  all  nego- 
cjation. 

What  could  not  be  accomplifhed  by  art,  was 
now  attempted  by  force.  A  train  of  14  field 
pieces,  and  three  of  heavy  cannon,  befides  14 
more  ready  at  Trivalour,  were  placed  in  a  battery 
before  Tanjore;  with  an  army  of  2370  regulars, 
and  a  great  number  of  difciplined  Seapoys,  to  form 
the  fiege.  But  the  Tanjoreans  were  fpirited  up 
by  refentment.  They  were  not  difcouraged.  Fre¬ 
quent  fallies  cut  off  fome  Europeans,  and  did  the 
French  confiderable  damage  ;  dedroyed  fome  con¬ 
voys  of  provifions,  and  greatly  interrupted  their 
communication  with  Carical.  On  our  part.  Cap¬ 
tain  Caillaud  had  the  good  conduct  and  fuccefs  to 
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prevail  with  Tondeman  to  affift,  with  all  his  force,  A^D. 
againft  the  French  :  part  of  which  reinforced  the 
garrifon  of  Trichinopoly  ;  and  another  part  of  his 
Peans  were  employed  in  harraffing  the  enemy, 
and  intercepting  their  fupplies. 

M.  Lally’s  fituation  was  become  defperate.  It  Defptrate 
was  equally  as  hazardous  to  retreat,  as  to  lemain  Gf  jvi. 
before  Tanjore  :  the  country  being  covered  with  Lal‘y- 
forces,  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  the  want  of 
provifions  and  other  necefianes  daily  increafing  in 
his  camp.  In  this  critical  juncture  we  fhall  fee 
the  Frenchman  unmafked.  What  they  cant’t  bring  Relumes  * 
about  by  intrigue  and  ftratagem,  nor  effedt  by  main  tl0°n. 
force ;  the  French  fcruple  not  to  attempt  by  breach 
of  faith,  and  in  open  violation  of  treaty.  An 
officer  of  fome  rank  and  quality,  and  a  prieft,  was 
fent  to  the  King,  with  full  powers  to  accommo¬ 
date  matters,  and  to  remain  hoftages  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  what  ffiould  be  agreed  by  themfelves . 
and  they  fo  far  managed  for  the  French  intereft, 
that  the  King  was  prevailed  upon  to  pay  50,000 
rupees  in  hand,  and  to  promife  four  lack  more, 
and  a  fupply  of  300  horfe  and  1000  Colleries  :  on 
condition  that  the  French  army  fhould  break  up, 
and  remove  from  before  the  town.  But  M.  Lal- 
ly,  (hewing  nodifpofitions  for  the  performance  of 
his  part  of  the  treaty,  the  King  of  Tanjore  de¬ 
tained  the  hoftages.  M.  Lally  then  promifed  to 
raife  the  fiege,  provided  the  King  would  imme¬ 
diately  fend  the  reinforcement  he  had  promifed  *, 
and  that  he  ffiould  detain  the  hoftages,  till  the 
prench  army  was  removed  three  days  march  from 
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-A.  D.  the  place.  But  it  is  certain  that  M.  Lally  had  no 
5  '  thoughts  of  leaving  Tanjore,  and  that  he  was 
fgre^Lnt.  benC  uPon  gaining  tbat  city,  either  by  force 
or  by  any  other  means.  For,  he  was  thus  profti- 
tuting  the  facred  faith  of  treaties,  to  impofe  his  il¬ 
legitimate  policy  upon  the  Indian.  While  the 
hoftages  were  proclaiming  nothing  but  peace  and 
friendfhip  within  the  walls,  Lally  was  bringing 
up  his  heavy  cannon,  and  ereding  batteries.  So 
that  when  the  King  had  ordered  50  of  the  300 
horfemen  intended  by  agreement,  to  march  into 
the  French  camp,  M.  Lally,  being  prepared  to 
batter  in  breach,  pretended  that  this  was  a  breach 
of  the  treaty,  and  put  an  end  to  all  negociation, 
by  ordering  thofe  50  horfemen  under  confinement, 
and  firing  fo  furioufly  on  the  town,  that  a  con- 
fiderable  breach  was  loon  made. 

Isattacked.  Such  perfidy  could  not  efcape  its  due  reward. 
The  Tanjoreans  determined  to  try  the  fate  of  a 
general  Tally,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft.  They  at  once 
attacked'  the  French  camp  and  batteries,  killed 
about  one  hundred  Europeans,  took  one  gun, 
one  tumbril  of  ammunition,  two  elephants  and 
feme  horfe,  and  blew  up  four  tumbrils  of  am- 
Forced  to  munition.  The  French  general  dreading  the  con- 
fequences  of  fuch  another  lally,  and  having  loft 
molt  of  his  ammunition,  fpiked  up  his  guns 
upon  the  batteries,  and  retreated  with  all  his 
forces,  in  the  night,  to  Carical,  with  fuch  cau¬ 
tion,  that  their  flight  was  not  known  in  the  city, 
till  difeovered  by  the  returning  light  of  the  morn¬ 
ing.  The  Tanjoreans,  fiufhed  with  fuccefs,  and 

fpurred 
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fpurred  with  refentment,  purfued  and  took  fifty  A.  D. 

^  _  .  ^75”* 

men,  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  two  mortars. 

The  reft  got  into  Trivalour,  thence  to  Carical ; 

and,  as  foon  as  opportunity  ferved,  M.  Lally  To  Pondi- 

fneaked  away  with  his  fluttered  remains  to  Pon- cherr)' 

dicherry  ;  where  he  met  M.  Soupire,  whom  he 

had  detached  with  the  troops  left  at  Davecotah. 

The  Tanjore  country  being  thus  delivered  from 
the  French,  and  Captain  (now  Major)  Caillaud  at 
liberty  to  repair  to  his  order  at  Madrafs ",  marched 
from  Trichinopoly  with  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
men,  and  embarked  on  board  the  fquadron  at 
Negapatam.  They  landed  at  Madrafs  on  the  25th 
of  September,  and  the  admiral  being  obliged,  by 
the  approach  of  the  feafon,  to  repair  to  Bombay, 
he  left  a  captain  and  lieutenant,  with  103  ma¬ 
rines,  to  reinforce  the  garrifon.  Many  other 
meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  Madrafs. 

Several  bodies  of  auxiliaries  were  follicited  from 
Ifouf  Cawn,  Morarirow,  the  King  of  Tanjore, 
Tondeman,  and  the  other  Polygars  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  But  the  French  did  not  make 
any  vifible  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of  this  fet- 
tlement,  till  very  late  in  the  year;  employing 
their  arms  in  the  redutftion  of  Arcot,  Tripafiore, 
Conjeveram,  and  in  preparations  againft  the  im¬ 
portant  poll0  of  Chengalaput ;  but  their  defigns 

n  The  French  having  abandoned  Seringham,  Captain  Cail¬ 
laud  took  poffeffion  of  that  place  before  he  left  Trichinopoly. 

«  It  covers  all  the  countries  on  this  fide  the  Pollar :  and 
when  in  the  poflelTion  of  an  enemy,  would  open  a  way  into 
our  limits,  encourage  deferters  from  our  garrifon,  and  prevent 
fupplies  of  fire  wood,  grain  and  other  provifions  for  the  towa. 

againft 
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A.  D.  again  ft  this  place,  though  they  advanced  with  an 
I758,  army  of  about  400  Europeans,  500  Seapoys,  and 
five  pieces  of  cannon,  were  fruftrated  by  placing 
a  garrifon  of  nine  companies  of  Seapoys,  twelve 
gunners,  and  feventy  Europeans  j  ftrength  fuf- 
ficient  to  refill  a  fudden  affault,  or  a  coup  de 
main :  and  it  was  not  confident  with  the  French 
intereft  to  bring  up  their  whole  army  and  heavy 
artillery  before  fuch  a  place,  which  might  be  at¬ 
tended  with  an  expence  and  lofs  of  time,  deftruc- 
tive  of  their  grand  objedl.  Thus  flood  affairs  be¬ 
tween  the  Englifh  and  the  French  in  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  in  the  beginning  of  December,  when  M. 
Lally  marched  againft  Madrafs,  where  we  fhall 
leave  the  belligerants,  dealing  in  the  flaughter- 
houfe  of  deftrudlion  till  the  17th  of  Feb.  1 759. 

Expedition  But  we  muft  not  yet  repafs  the  line.  There 

againft  the  n  -jj  remajns  a  fcene  of  blood,  and  a  favourable 

French  in 

Golcondat  expedition  in  Golconda.  As  1VI.  Lally  was  in- 
vefted  with  a  fupreme  power  over  his  countrymen 
in  thefe  climates,  he  ordered  M.  de  Bulfy  and 
M.  Moracin,  who  were  tyrannizing  in  the  country 
of  Golconda,  to  join  him,  with  part  of  their 
forces,  in  the  expedition  againft  Fort  St.  George  ; 
and  to  leave  the  command  of  the  other  part  of 
the  army  with  the  Marquis  de  Conflans,  at  Maffu- 
lipatam.  M.  Bulfy  being  withdrawn,  and  the 
country  heartily  vexed  with  the  French  yoke,  the 
Raja  of  Vifanapore  marched  with  3000  men  to 
Vizagapatam,  imprifoned  the  French  chief,  plucked 
down  the  French  colours,  hoifted  Englifh  colours, 
and  plundered  the  faftory. 


M.  de 
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M.  de  Conflans  refolved  to  puniffi  this  infult,  ^  D. 
by  reducing  the  Raja,  and  taking  Vifanapore,  his 
capital.  For  which  purpofe  he  marched  with  his 
army  from  Maffulipatara.  The  Raja,  diffident  of 
his  own  ftrength,  follicited  aid  from  Calcutta.  j 

He  informed  Colonel  Clive  of  the  ftate  of  the 
French  forces ;  of  what  he  had  already  done  ;  of 
the  univerfal  hatred  of  the  country  towards  the 
French  ;  of  their  defire  to  come  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Engliffi  ;  and  afTured  him,  that  a 
fmall  aid  of  Europeans  would  enable  him  to  drive 
the  French  quite  out  of  thofe  parts. 

The  application  of  the  Indian  prince  was  laid 
before  the  council  by  the  colonel,  after  he  had 
weighed  every  part  of  the  plan  with  coolnefs  and 
found  judgment.  The  council  did  not  receive  it  The  d!(H. 
with  any  countenance.  They  looked  upon  it  to  met  with  in 
be  a  hazardous  enterprize,  and  lubjeCt  to  fatal  council, 
confequences,  in  cafe  of  a  mifcarriage.  But  the 
colonel  confidered  this  plan  in  a  more  general 
view.  He  had  often  feen  an  army  of  French 
flying  before  a  handful  of  Engliffi,  on  the  coafl 
of  Coromandel,  and  he  judged  rightly,  that  fuch 
an  event,  which  was  more  than  probable,  would 
greatly  contribute  to  the  prefervation  of  Madrafs. 

Poffeffed  with  thefe  hopes,  and  animated  by  ex-  Advifed  ^ 
perience,  the  brave  colonel,  preferring  the  public 
good  to  any  private  views  of  advantage,  which  Clive, 
would  arife  to  himfelf  by  a  large  command,  ne¬ 
ver  defifted  till  he  brought  the  council  into  his 
meafures  to  rifque  fomething  for  the  fecurity  of 
Madrafs ;  and  propofed  to  detach  two  thirds  of  his 

force 
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A.  D.  force  to  prevent  M.  Conflans  marching  to  rein- 
I7s8'  force  M.  Lally  *,  who,  after  the  reduftion  of  Ma- 
drafs,  would  have  had  it  greatly  in  his  power  alfo, 
to  ruin  our  interefts  and  fettlements  in  Bengal p. 


The  fuccours  being  agreed  upon,  five  hun- 


Forees  em¬ 


ployed.  dred  Europeans,  including  a  company  of  artil¬ 
lery,  fix  hundred  Sepoys,  fix  (tout  fix-pounders, 
and  a  howitzer,  for  the  field  artillery  -,  four  twen¬ 
ty-four  pounders,  four  eighteen  pounders  •,  one 
eight  inch  mortar,  and  two  royal  mortars,  for  a 
battering  train,  were  detached  under  the  command 
Under  of  Colonel  Forde,  with  the  greateft  expedition  ; 
Colonel  embarked  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  on  the  20th 

forde. 

they  arrived  at  Vizagapatam  j  where  the  Colonel 
met  with  Mr.  Johnftone,  who  had  been  fent  to  the 
Raja,  with  advice  of  the  refolutions  taken  by  the 
council,  and  of  the  failing  of  the  forces  to  his 
strength  of  affiftance.  Mr.  Johnftone  brought  him  the  dif- 
the French.  agreeabie  news,  That  the  French  were  much 

ftronger  than  had  been  reprefented,  confiding  of 
about  600  Europeans,  between  5  and  6000  Se¬ 
poys,  and  many  country  forces,  encamped  on 

p  At  this  very  time  the  Shaw  Zadah  was  preparing  to  march 
againft  the  Soubah,  oar  ally  in  Bengal,  and  it  was  neceffary 
for  all  our  fettlements  in  thofe  parts  to  lead  an  European 
force  to  repulfe  him.  Therefore  it  Ihould  be  noted.  That 
had  M.  Lally  fucceeded  at  Madrafs,  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fleet  would  have  been  no  fecurity  to  Bengal  ;  and  our  victorious 


troops  at  Patna  might  have  experienced  a  fatal  reverfe  of  for¬ 


tune,  by  finding  themfelves  cut  off  from  all  poflibility  of  a  re¬ 
turn,  it  being  nearer  by  land  to  Calcutta,  from  thofe  parts  of 
Golconda,  which  were  p off. fled  by  the  French,  than  it  is 
from  Patna  to  that  fettlement. 


this 
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this  fide  Raia-mundry  river,  at  the  diftance  of  A.  D. 

^  I  7  c  8 

120  miles  from  Vizagapatam  •,  and  that  the  Ra-  n 
ja’s  army  did  not  exceed  4000  men,  encamped 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  fame  port.  However,  Englifh 
Colonel  Forde  landed  his  troops,  and  made  the  dVan/unit^ 
beft  provifion  he  could,  in  fuch  a  country,  for  ed. 
their  march!,  and  joined  the  Raja’s  army  on  the  3d 
of  the  next  month. 

The  united  armies  marched  in  quell  of  the  March  in 
French  for  fome  days,  when  Mr.  Andrews,  the  ^enemy 
company’s  agent  and  chief  at  Vizagapatam,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Captain  Callinder,  and  lome  other  fer- 
vants  of  the  company,  joined  the  army q.  They 
were  introduced  to  the  Raja  by  Colonel  Forde, 
and  after  paying  their  addrefs  in  form,  Mr.  An¬ 
drews  remained  to  fee  the  agreement  between  the 
company  and  the  Raja  executed.  By  which  the  Raja’s  a- 
Raja  confented  to  pay  the  extra-expence  of  our  witHhe* 
army  during  the  time  they  fhould  aft  together,  EnSlt(h* 
allowing  the  officers  double  batty,  which  was  to 
be  paid,  when  he  fhould  be  put  in  pofiefiion  of 
Raja-mundry,  a  large  town  and  fort,  then  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  French.  And  in  regard  to  the  con- 
quefts  that  might  be  made,  it  was  ftipulated. 

That  all  the  inland  country,  taken  from  the  al¬ 
lies  of  France,  and  at  prefent  in  arms,  fhould  be 
given  to  the  Raja :  but  that  all  the  conquered  fea- 
coaft,  from  Vizagapatam  to  Maffulipatam,  &c. 
fhould  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  company. 

The  enemy  was  encamped  very  ftrongly,  with  Enemy’s 
500  Europeans,  8000  Seapoys,  a  great  number  of  foragth!*1 
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A  country  forces,  36  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fome 
17s8‘  mortars,  near  the  village  of  Tallapool,  about  40 
miles  from  Raja-mundry.  The  allied  army  got 
fxghtof  them  on  the  3d  of  December,  and  on  the 
6th,  Colonel  Forde  marched  nearer  to  the  enemy’s 
camp,  and  gained  an  eminence  at  about  three 
miles  from  it.  But  the  French  fhewed  no  incli¬ 
nation  to  rifk  a  battle :  and  it  was  not  prudent 
Attempts  to  attack  them  in  their  prefent  fituation.  There- 
ihen^out  f°re  Colonel  Forde  propofed  a  motion  of  his 
of  them  troops,  which  would  either  draw  them  out  of 
nients.  their  camp,  or  get  between  them  and  Raja-  mun- 
dry.  Accordingly,  it  was  agreed  with  the  Raja, 
and  orders  were  ilfued,  late  at  night,  for  the  army 
to  march  at  half  paft  four  in  the  morning,  with¬ 
out  beat  of  drum,  or  any  other  noife  whatever. 
The  Eng-  Our  army  ftruck  their  tents,  and  marched  at  the 
to'get 31  Cl1  hour,  and  in  the  manner  appointed  ;  but  the  Raja’s 
round  the  forces  loitered,  and  were  left  on  the  ground,  and 

enemy,  ° 

M.  Con-  difconcerted  the  whole  plan.  For,  M.  de  Con- 
tackof^the  Aans  being  informed,  the  night  before,  by  a  de- 
Engiifh  ferter,  that  our  troops  were  raw  and  undifciplined, 
and  that  he  could  guide  the  enemy  to  the  moft 
convenient  place  to  annoy  us,  got  all  his  troops 
under  arms  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
detached  a  large  party,  under  the  condudt  of  the 
ideferter,  with  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  to  cannonade 
our  camp-,  which  the  French,  not  informed  of 
our  march,  began  a  little  before  day. 

The  Raja’s  forces,  by  this  incident,  were.greatly 
expofed  :  and  our  men  were  obliged  to  return  to 
their  afliftance,  and  to  bring  them  off.  Which 

being 
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being  done,  they  marched  together  to  Golapool, 
and  halted  on  a  fmall  plain  about  three  miles  from 
their  encampment.  But  when  Conflans  found 
that  our  army  was  marched  off,  and  had  got  a 
true  account  of  our  motions,  he  foon  penetrated 
into' the  colonel’s  intention  to  fteal  a  march  round 
him :  which  he  mufl  prevent  at  all  events. 
Therefore  Conflans  immediately  ordered  his  troops 
in  a  line  of  march  towards  us,  and  kept  between 
our  army  and  his  own  camp.  Which  orders  were 
fo  well  effected,  that  in  about  half  an  hour  after 
halting,  as  above,  our  men  difcovered  the  enemy’s 
Sepoys,  then  the  whole  line,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  off  on  our  left  flank  :  and,  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  all  their  force  clofed  and  moved  down  to¬ 
wards  us,  in  good  orden 

The  Indians  had  not  yet  recovered  their  fright ; 
and  were  in  fome  confufion,  at  the  fight  of  the 
advancing  enemy.  However,  Colonel  Forde,  to 
make  the  beft  of  a  bad  market,  prevailed  with 
the  Raja  to  give  up  the  whole  command  of  his 
troops  to  him.  And  about  nine  he  formed  the 
line,  with  the  Indians,  armed  with  fire-locks,  on 
the  right  and  left  of  the  Sepoys  in  each  wing; 
becaufe  the  enemy’s  line  extended  much  further 
than  ours ;  and  with  a  fmall  body  of  European 
deferters,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Briftol,  an  European  in  the  Raja’s  fervice, 
together  with  our  artillery,  on  the  left  of  the  bat¬ 
talion. 

About  ten  o’clock,  the  enemy  began  a  can¬ 
nonade,  which  was  returned,  and  continued  very 
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brifkly  for  forty  minutes,  on  both  fides ;  when 
the  French,  miftaking  our  battalion  of  Sepoys, 
drefled  in  red  cloth  jackets,  for  Eurppeans,  their 
battalion  and  right  wing  of  Sepoys,  with  a  body 
of  horfe,  endeavoured  to  fall  upon  our  left  flank. 
The  Sepoys  returned  their  fire  pretty  fmartly, 
but  fell  into  fome  confufion,  and  gave  way,  as  the 
enemy  advanced. 

Colonel  Forde,  taking  the  advantage  of  the 
enemy’s  miftake,  ordered  the  European  battalion 
to  make  a  quarter-wheel,  as  quick  as  poflible. 
Which  was  done  with  that  expedition,  that  they 
made  their  proper  front,  were  ready  to  give  them 
their  whole  fire,  as  they  advanced  clofe,  and, 
after  a  very  great  flaughter,  advanced  with  three 
huzzas,  and  pulhed  them,  with  bayonets  fixed, 
feconded  with  a  fmart  fire  of  grape- Ihot  from  the 
cannon,  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  recover 
themfelves  :  which  threw  them  into  confufion, 
and  fo  animated  our  Sepoys,  in  the  left  wing, 
who  had  before  given  way,  that  they  returned  to 
the  charge :  and  they  in  the  right  wing  behaved 
with  uncommon  refolution,  and  foon  made  the 
enemy’s  black  forces,  on  the  left,  give  ground. 
So  that  about  eleven  o’clock  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  became  general.  Had  the  Raja’s  horfe, 
about  five  hundred  in  all,  taken  the  purfuit,  fcarce 
a  Frenchman  would  have  elcaped.  But  the  Raja’s 
troops  in  general,  except  the  deferters,  commanded 
by  Captain  Briftol,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  advance  a  foot  beyond  our  European  battalion, 
and  had  diverted  themfelves,  during  the  whole 
1  a&ion. 
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a&ion,  with  looking  on,  and  firing  a  few  rockets, 

I  and  in  plundering. 

We  had  forty- four  Europeans  killed  and  wound-  L°fs  of 
ed,  including  two  captains  and  two  lieutenants :  both  fides. 
the  French  had  156  killed  and  wounded,  including 
officers.  But  great  numbers  of  the  black  forces 
fell  on  both  fides. 

There  was  a  faint  appearance  of  a  refolution  to  Pwfue  the 

r  L  enemy. 

rally  at  their  camp  :  but  our  troops  purfued  them 
fo  clofely,  that  they  difperfed  in  fmall  bodies ; 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Raja-mundry,  and  Jh^g!_°rs 
abandoned  their  camp,  baggage,  ammunition,  SaSe> &c- 
ordnance,  tents  and  equipage;  all  which  fell  into 
our  poffeffion ;  the  enemy  having  faved  nothing, 
but  four  fmall  field-pieces  and  two  camels  loaded 
with  money  and  papers,  which  their  general  had 
fent  off  to  Raja-mundry,  as  foon  as  he  firft  per¬ 
ceived  the  diforder  of  his  army. 

Our  army  halted  in  the  French  camp,  to  re- 
freffi  themfelves,  and  to  bring  the  wounded  in  the 
beft  carriages  they  could  procure  from  the  field  of 
battle.  The  French  officers  made  prifoners  were 
permitted  to  go  on  their  paroles,  with  our  fick 
and  wounded,  to  Cockanara,  a  Dutch  fettlement, 
about  twenty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

A  detachment  of  the  firft  battalion  of  Sepoys 
was  ordered,  under  Captain  Knox,  to  purfue  the 
enemy  that  evening,  as  far  as  Raja-mundry : 
and  he  was,  next  day,  reinforced  with  two  batta¬ 
lions  of  Sepoys,  under  Captain  Maclean.  They 
being  joined,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  the  dufk 
of  the  evening.  The  Sepoys  threw  down  their 
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arms  and  difperfed :  the  Europeans  took  to  their 
boats  ;  of  whom  fifteen  were  made  prifoners,  and 
■  fome  were  killed.  Captain  Knox  got  pofieffion  of 
the  fort  of  Raja-mundry,  and  from  thence  fo  ef- 
fedtually  cannonaded  the  enemy  a-crofs  the  river, 
that  they  left  the  four  field-pieces  in  the  boats,  on 
the  oppofite  fide. 

Raja-mundry  is  a  barrier  and  key  to  the  Viza- 
gapatam  country  :  The  French  held  it  as  their 
own  property,  in  which  they  kept  a  flender  gar- 
rifon  and  a  governor.  Our  people  found  here 
more  artillery,  ammunition  and  (lores ;  about  500 
bullocks,  fome  horfes  and  camels,  and  a  good 
deal  of  rich  furniture.  »The  military  {lores  were 
kept  for  the  company.  But  Colonel  Forde  fold 
r  every  thing  elfe  by  auction,  and  divided  the  produce 
amongft  the  foldiers,  for  their  good  behaviour. 
Thus  ended  the  expedition  to  Golconda,  as  ad- 
vifed  by  Colonel  Clive,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  contrary  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  council  at  Calcutta. 

While  our  fleets  and  armies  glorioufly  triumphed 
over  the  enemy  in  Afia,  Africa  and  America,  ex¬ 
cept  the  lofs  of  Fort  St.  David,  which  was  more 
owing  to  the  ruinous  condition  of  its  fortifications, 
neglected  by  the  company,  than  to  any  mifcondudl 
of  our  officers,  or  want  of  courage  in  our  men  j 
the  war  in  Europe  was  carried  on  with  extreme 
vigour,  both-  by  fea  and  land. 

1  It  had  been  concerted  to  favour  the  operations- 
in  Germany,  by  a  powerful  diverfion  with  our 
naval  power,  alarming,  and,  if  poffible,  making 

defcents. 
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defcents,  and  lodgments  of  a  military  force  upon  ^  D. 
the  coaft  of  France q.  Prince  Ferdinand  had  made 
the  beft  difpofitions  after  the  vidory  at  Crevelt,  PrinceFer- 
and  the  redudion  of  Duffeldorp,  to  transfer  the 
feat  of  war  into  the  enemy’s  country.  But  this 
could  not  be  effeded  without  fome  mearis  could 
be  found  to  draw  Prince  de  Soubize’s  army  out 
of  Germany,  or  to  leave  a  fufficient  ftrength  to  co¬ 
ver  Heffe  and  Hanover  from  his  enterprizes  •,  who  . 
had  already  wheeled  off  towards  the  Landgra- 
vate.  However  we  fhall  fee  prefently,  that  Sou- 
bize  was  too  powerful  for  the  Heflian  forces,  and 
that  the  French,  though  greatly  embarralfed  by 
our  littoral  war,  which  obliged  them  to  ad  with 
more  caution  and  lefs  expedition  in  Germany,  were 
not  driven  to  the  necefiity  adually  to  recall  their 
troops  from  thence  •,  for  it  is  certain,  that  both  Its  ufe*. 
Soubize  and  Contades  had  provifional  orders,  to 
hold  themfelves  in  readnefs  to  return  into  France 
upon  the  firft  notice.  So  far  the  allies  were  affift- 
ed,  and  our  common  interefl  with  Germany  was 
promoted  by  the  expeditions  againft  Cherbourg 
and  St.  M aloes. 

This  defign  could  not  efcape  the  French  :  and  t“r“ 
they  could  not  pufh  their  arms,  or,  at  lead,  make  the  French, 
a  powerful  ftand  and  effort  towards  Helfe  and  Ha¬ 
nover-,  they  mu  ft  have  felt  feverely  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  Prince  Ferdinand’s  paffing  the  Rhine, 
and  co-operating  with  our  arms  on  the  coaft  of 
France.  Therefore,  their  principal  effort  was  to 

s  See  page  157.  Vol.  III. 
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be  made  on  our  weakeft  part.  Inftead  of  en¬ 
abling  M.  Contades,  with  the  addition  of  Prince  de 
Soubize’s  army,  to  force  the  army  of  the  allies, 
and  to  drive  them  back  beyond  the  Rhine,  and 
thereby  rifking  the  uncertain  chance  of  a  battle, 
that  might  expole  their  own  country  to  certain 
ruin  ;  the  French  miniftry,  whofe  affairs  were  now 
guided  by  the  experienced  M.  Duke  de  Bdleifle, 
reinforced  the  army  of  M.  Contades  with  draughts 
from  the  militia,  fo  as  to  maintain  his  ground, 
but  not  to  come  to  an  engagement ;  and  directed 
the  Prince  de  Soubize  to  open  a  way,  at  all  ad¬ 
ventures,  into  Heffe  and  Hanover;  where  the 
chance  of  fuccefs  was  greatly  in  their  favour;  and 
where  any  fuccefs  muff  certainly  oblige  Prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  to  give  up  his  fcheme,  of  transferring  the 
feat  of  war  into  France,  and  to  employ  his  forces 
to  cover  the  countries  of  the  Britifn  allies. 


In  Heffe.  Prince  Soubize  executed  his  orders  with  the  ut- 
moft  expedition :  and  though  his  vanguard  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  repulfed  by  the  Heflian  militia  r,  he 
accomplilhed  his  purpoie  by  a  detachment  of 
12,000  regulars,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke 
de  Broglio,  he  himfelf  bringing  up  the  van  with 
18,000  more,  to  attack  the  Heffians,  who  every 
where  fled  before  him,  and  were  encamped  in  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  fituation,  between  Caffel  andMunden, 
near  the  village  Sanderhaufen,  to  the  number  of 
7000  regulars  and  irregulars,  under  the  command 
of  Prince  deYfemburg:  which  was  the  whole 


1  See  p.  173.  Vol.  III. 
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Hefle,  capable  of  making  any  refiftance  againft 
an  invader.  Prince  Yfemburg,  confcious  of  his 
infufficient  ftrength,  and  willing  to  gain  as  much 
time  as  poftible,  in  favour  of  the  operations  by 
Prince  Ferdinand  on  the  Rhine,  would  not  have 
waited  the  arrival  of  the  French  army,  neither 
was  he  inclined  to  rilk  a  battle,  but  was  r.efolved 
to  march  off.  But  his  troops,  efpecially  the  mi¬ 
litia,  flulhed  with  their  late  fucceis,  prefumed 
too  much  upon  their  own  courage,  held  the  enemy 
in  too  great  contempt,  and  refufed  to  ftir,  with¬ 
out  a  farther  trial  of  their  ftrength  and  courage. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  Prince  Yfemburg 
made  the  belt  difpofition  he  could,  in  fuch  a  fixa¬ 
tion.  He  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  with  his 
right  at  a  fteep  declivity  or  rock  towards  the 
river  Fulda-,  his  left  reaching  to,  and  covered  by,  Pnnce 
a  wood,  and  occupying  the  fummit  of  the  decli-  ^rn- 
vity.  The  advantage  of  the  fixation  of  this 
little  army,  on  whofe  fate  fo  much  depended,  ob¬ 
liged  BroHioto  take  his  meafures  with  the  greateft 
precaution.  He  hr  ft  fccured  the  defiles  at  Caffel  ™eai^« 
and  Sanderhaufen  with  a  guard  of  2500  men  :  and  hwfea, 
then  drew  up  his  army  in  this  form  *,  his  infantry 
in  the  hrft  line  -,  his  horfe  and  dragoons  in  the  fe» 
cond-,  and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  of  the  brigade  of 
artillery,  before  his  right,  to  annoy  the  Heffian 
troops  next  the  wood.  Upon  the  approach  of 
the  French,  the  Heffian  cavalry  advanced  to  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy’s  foot.  The  Duke  de  Broglio 
immediately  lined  a  poft  of  his  foot,  and  through 
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the  intervals  made  by  this  movement,  a  part  of 
his  horfe  advanced,  and  charged  the  Heffian  horfe ; 
but  they  met  with  fo  refolute  a  reception,  that  they 
were  repulied,  and  the  infantry  were  in  great  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  broke,  had  not  the  royal  Bavier  re¬ 
giment  faluted  them  with  a  volley,  that  brought 
moft  of  them  to  the  ground,  and  fo  dilabled  the 
reft,  that  they  never  after  appeared  in  this  a&ion. 

In  the  mean  time,  M.  de  Walderin,  Major- Gene-  * 
ral,  and  M.  Diefback  made  a  vigorous  attack  on 
the  wood,  with  a  brigade  of  Swifs,  and  three  com¬ 
panies  of  grenadiers  ;  but  were  feverely  treated 
and  obliged  to  fall  back.  The  infantry  of  the 
Heffian  right  marched  brilkly  up' to  the  French 
left  j  the  fire  was  extreme  hot  on  both  fides. 
The  Heffians  were  obliged  to  retreat  about  100 
paces  j  they  rallied  under  a  declivity,  and  return¬ 
ing  under  its  favour,  which  partly  covered  them, 
they  in  their  turn  forced  the  enemy’s  left  to  give 
way  ;  turned  them,  and  endeavoured  to  get  be¬ 
hind  them.  When  the  Duke  de  Broglio,  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  own  danger,  and  of  the  neceffity  of  a 
vigorous  effort  to  fnatch  vi&ory  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Heffians,  he  firft  brought  up  the  Apchoq 
dragoons,  and  the  cavalry  behind  them,  through 
a  very  brifk  fire ;  and  then  he  ordered  three  re¬ 
giments  of  grenadiers  to  march  up  to  the  declivity, 
and  to  charge  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets  fixed. 

So  that  numbers  prevailed,  and  the  brave  defenders 
of  their  country  were  forced  to  give  way  and  fly, 
after  an  action,  that  lafted  full  five  hours. 
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The  Heffians  took  to  the  woods,  on  the  banks  A.  D. 
of  the  Fulda  •,  and  difperfed,  as  well  as  they  could.  17$8* 

fT'l  1  /» 

They  loft  in  the  engagement  300  men  prifoners,  onbotV 
including  50  officers,  amongft  whom  was  the  r‘Jes* 
Count  de  Caunitz,  the  fecond  in  command  ;  an 
aid  de  camp  to  Prince  Yfemburg,  and  feveral  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonels  and  majors.  The  number  (lain 
and  wounded  were  about  1500,  including  300 
that  periffied  in  the  Fulda,  endeavouring  to  fwim 
that  river,  which  they  entered  from  the  declivity. 

They  loft  feven  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  field  of 
battle ;  and  eight  at  Munden,  which  they  aban¬ 
doned.  On  the  part  of  the  French,  they  had 
1785’  men  killed,  and  1392  wounded.  The 
Duke  he  Broglio,  his  aid  de  camp,  and  mailer  of 
horfe,  had  each  a  horfe  killed  under  him.  This 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  moft  bloody  adtion  with 
the  French  during  the  war. 

By  this  victory  the  French  afiumed  to  them- 
felves  the  poffeffion  of  the  Wefer,  and  were  in  a 
condition  to  acl,  not  only  in  Hefie,  but  in  Weft- 
phalia  and  Hanover,  as  they  pleafed.  Which  en¬ 
tirely  difconcerted  Prince  Ferdinand’s  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  :  who  now  had  no  refource,  but  either  to 
bring  the  French  to  a  battle,  in  hopes  of  victory, 
or  to  repafs  the  Rhine.  But  he  had  two  great 
obftacles  yet  to  overcome.  He  was  retarded  in 
the  execution  of  neceffary  meafures  by  long  and 

s  The  French  account  fays  only  785,  but  the  Heffian  ac¬ 
count  makes  the  lofs  of  the  French  in  this  a&ion  above  3000 
killed  and  vyounded. 
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heavy  rains,  that  broke  up  the  roads,  over-flowed 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  hindered  his  march¬ 
ing.  And  again,  the  French  could  not  be  brought 
to  an  engagement.  So  that  when  he  received  the 
news  of  Prince  Yfemburg’s  defeat,  and  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  enemy  was  reinforcing  the  fortrefs 
of  Gueldre,  and  feveral  other  pofts,  capable  of 
obftruCting  his  convoys,  and  cutting  off  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  his  army  ;  and  further,  that  unnecef- 
fary  delays  might  furnifh  Prince  de  Soubize  with 
an  opportunity  to  intercept  the  troops,  he  ex¬ 
pected  at  that  juncture  from  England,  his  High- 
nefs  refolved  to  march  back  over  the  Rhine. 

This  refolution  was  carried  into  execution  on 
the  8th  of  July,  when  the  whole  army  moved 
nearer  the  Maefe,  and  encamped  between  Rure- 
mond  and  Schvvalm,  with  the  head -quarters  at 
Hellenrad.  In  this  march  the  enemy  thewed 
themfelves  on  our  left,  and  took  pofleflion  of 
Bruggen.  But  Prince  Ferdinand  detached  a  party, 
that  diflodged  them,  and  made  themfelves  matters 
of  the  town.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  enemy’s 
moving  towards  us ;  but  they  fo  covered  their 
motions  by  the  detachments  of  light  troops,  that 
very  imperfeCt  notions  only  could  be  formed  of 
their  real  intention.  The  Prince  fupplied  the 
want  of  intelligence  by  his  own  fagacity  and  pe¬ 
netration,  and  conducted  his  army  fo  dextroufly 
that  he  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  in  his  march  to 
Dulcken,  in  the  night  between  the  i ft  and  2d  of 
Augult, 


M.  Con- 
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M.Contades,  who  hitherto  had  carefully  avoided 
an  engagement,  and  little  expe&ing  to  meet  Prince 
Ferdinand  in  his  rout,  retreated  to  his  old  camp  tades’s  mo¬ 
at  Dalem,  from  whence  he  had  marched,  rather  tlons* 
than  give  battle :  However,  his  Highnefs,  not 
certain  of  the  enemy’s  refolution,  got  his  army 
under  arms,  early  on  the  3d  in  the  morning,  and 
made  a  motion  for  advancing  towards  the  ene¬ 
my.  But  they,  by  their  motions,  foon  convinced 
him  of  their  difiike  to  fight.  They  marched  off 
with  fpeed ;  and  it  being  inconfiftent  with  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  allies,  to  walle  time  in 
the  purluit  of  an  enemy,  that  was  determined  not 
to  fight,  he  marched  forward  to  Watchtendonck,  a  fkirmifU 
an  ifland  furrounded  by  the  Niers,  not  fortified,  but  tendonck) 
of  very  difficult  approach.  The  hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfwick  was  ordered  to  force  this  poft,  with 
the  vanguard  :  and  thereat  was  compofed  of  Pruf- 
fians,  under  the  Prince  of  Holftein.  The  Here¬ 
ditary  Prince  found  the  bridge  drawn  up,  at  his 
approach,  and  to  fave  time  in  the  purluit  of  the 
guard,  which  drew  it  up,  he  entered  the  river.  Some 
companies  of  grenadiers  followed  his  example; 
and  with  bayonets  fixed,  they  drove  the  enemy 
away,  and  fecured  the  bridges :  over  which  the  army 
paffed  that  evening.  After  this  the  army  marched 
on  the  4th  to  Rhineberg,  without  feeing  a  fingle 
troop  of  the  enemy.  But  in  the  evening,  news  M.deChe- 
was  brought  that  M.  de  Chevert  had  paffed  the  th^Lippe! 
Lippe,  with  twelve  or  fourteen  battalions,  and 
feveral  fquadrons,  in  all  12,000  men,  in  order  to 
join  the  garrifon  of  Wefel,  and  then  to  fall  upon 

a  corps 
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A.  D.  a  corps  of  about  3000  men,  encamped  at  Meer, 
175;8'  under  Lieutenant-General  Imhoff;  who  was  or¬ 
dered  to  guard  a  bridge  Prince  Ferdinand  had 
thrown  over  at  Rees. 

To  attack  His  Highnefs  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
Imhoff.*  intelligence»  and  expedted  that  Imhoff  would 

be  attacked  next  day  :  but  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  reinforce  or  to  fupport  him.  His  men  were 
too  much  fatigued  to  begin  another  march,  that 
fame  evening  ;  and  the  over-flowing  of  the  Rhine 
had  rendered  the  bridge  at  Rees  impaffable. 
Therefore  M.  Imhoff  had  nothing  to  trufl  unto, 
but  his  own  good  condudt  and  the  bravery  of  his 
troops,  which  had  been  fix  battalions  and  four 
fquadrons;  but  were  greatly  reduced  by  feveral 
detachments  made  from  them. 

Agreeable  to  the  intelligence  received,  (General 
Imhoff  being  returned  to  his  advantageous  pod  at 
Meef,  upon  a  report  of  the  enemy’s  preparations 
to  attack  him)  the  advanced  guards  were  nofooner 
pofted,  but  they  found  themfelves  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  who  advanced  from  Wefel,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  de  Chevert,  &c. 
with  the  whole  corps  of  troops  defigned  to  make 
the  fiege  of  Duffeldorp. 

His  ftrong  General  Imhoff’s  camp  was  covered  in  front 
cairT-  by  coppices  and  ditches,  with  a  rifing  ground  on 
his  right ;  from  whence  he  could  fee  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  pafs  a  found  judgment 
v  on  the  nature  of  their  march.  He  perceived 
that  the  enemy  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
ground ;  and  that  they  would  be  foon  entangled 
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in  its  difficulties.  With  this  expectation  he  or¬ 
dered  his  infantry  to  advance  about  200  paces 
from  the  firft  hedges  :  he  took  a  regiment  from 
his  right,  and  placed  it  in  the  coppice,  in  order  to 
fall  upon  the  naked  left  wing  of  the  enemy,  which 
he  faw  uncovered,  and  gave  orders  to  the  other 
regiments  to  march  with  drums  beating,  up  to 
the  enemy,  as  foon  as  they  ffiould  hear  the  fire 
of  the  regiment  pofted  in  the  coppice,  and  to  at¬ 
tack  them  with  bayonets  fixed.  The  enemy  en¬ 
tered  the  dangerous  ground  as  expeCted  •,  and  Ge¬ 
neral  ImhofPs  orders  were  executed  by  the  whole 
fix  battalions,  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  effeCt, 
that,  after  a  refiltance  of  about  half  an  hour,  the 
enemy  was  put  into  confufion  ;  fled  towards  We- 
fel,  and  left  on  the  fpot  eleven  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  a  great  many  waggons  and  other  carriages, 
with  ammunition 1  •,  befides  354  prifoners,  amongft 
whom  were  eleven  officers  ;  150  killed,  and 
200  wounded  :  whereas  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  in  General  ImhofTs  corps  did  not  exceed 
200  men. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  waited  this  event  with 
great  impatience  ;  and  as  foon  as  informed  or  this 
glorious  victory,  over  an  enemy  triple  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  conquerors,  he  detached  General  Wan- 
»enheim,  with  feveral  fquadrons  and  battalions, 
to  reinforce  General  ImhofF,  and  to  put  him  in  a 

*  The  condensation  of  the  French  was  fo  great,  that  they 
threw  down  their  arms :  and  2000  mulkets  were  gathered  from 
the  ground,  over  which  they  ran  away. 
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condition  to  make  the  utmoft  advantage  of  a  vic¬ 
tory  as  complete  as  it  was  glorious  to  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  allies.  The  allied  army 
then  proceeded  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  Rhine 
at  Rhineberg,  but  that  river  had  been  fwelled  fo 
prodigioufly  by  the  continual  rains,  that  the  fhore 
was  inacceffible  both  at  Rhineberg  and  at  Rees, 
which  obliged  them  to  throw  a  bridge  over  at 
Griethuvfen. 

j 

This  bridge  was  laid  over  between  the  8th  and 
the  9th.  The  enemy,  having  advice  of  this  ex¬ 
pedient,  and  the  detriment  it  was  to  the  allies  to 
be  kept  in  this  bad  fituation,  fent  four  boats  of  a 
particular  conftrudtion,  to  deflroy  it,  from  Wefel, 


on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  But  this  was  not 


done  fo  fecretly,  as  to  efcape  the  knowledge  of  our 
commander  in  chief,  who  fent  the  armed  velfels, 
he  had  on  the  river,  to  intercept  them  ;  which  they 
pundlually  performed.  So  that  the  whole  army 
paired  that  day,  and  the  next,  without  the  leaft 
interruption,  having  withdrawn  the  garrifon  from 
Dulfeldorp;  which,  on  the  13th,  palled  the  Rhine 
at  Wefel.  Soon  after  General  Imhoff,  reinforced 
to  eleven  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons,  marched 
to  meet  the  troops  arrived  from  England  by  the 
way  of  Embden,  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  happily  fucceeded  in  their  jun&ion  at  Coef- 
feldt. 

Thus,  as  the  advantage  gained  by  the  Duke  de 
Broglio,  at  Sanderhaufen  in  Heflfe,  deprived  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  the  good  effects  he  had  in  view  from 
the  battle  of  Crevelt :  fo  the  aftion  at  Meer,  with 

the 
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the  feafonable  reinforcement  of  Britilh  troops,  not  ^  D. 
only  facilitated  Prince  Ferdinand’s  paiTage  of  the 
Rhine,  but  prevented  any  material  advantages 
being  drawn  from  the  battle  at  Sanderhaufen. 

The  allied  army  being  united,  their  comman-  Allied  ar- 
der,  fenfible  of  the  fatigues  his  troops  had  under-  Kontfie 
gone,  by  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  wet  feafon,  LlPPe- 
and  continual  fervice,  judicioufly  chofe  fome  ex¬ 
cellent  polls  upon  the  river  Lippe,  and  there 
placed  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  to  prevent 
the  enemy’s  penetrating  by  that  way  into  Hano¬ 
ver.  At  the  fame  time  he  provided  for  the  fafety 
of  that  Electorate,  and  the  Landgravate  of  Hefie 
Caffel,  by  placing  Prince  Yfemberg,  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  his  army,  recruited  with  the  Heflian 
militia,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  proted  the  courfe 
of  the  Wefer.  M.  Contades,  defpairing  of  a  paf-  Soubize’s 

r  t  .  army  rein- 

fage  over  the  Lippe,  reinforced  Soubize  to  30,000  forced, 
men,  by  detachments  from  the  grand  army  ;  in 
order  to  force  a  paffage  over  the  Wefer.  Prince 
Ferdinand,  aware  of  the  enemy’s  intention,  de-  General 
tached  General  Oberg,  with  a  reinforcement  of  °b"ftchBt 
10,000  men,  to  Lipftadt,  to  be  at  hand  and  join  his  moti- 
the  Heflians,  in  cafe  of  need  :  and  the  motions  of 
the  French  foon  obliged  him  to  join.  General 
Oberg  took  the  chief  command  of  this  army, 
which  did  not  exceed  20,000,  and  encamped  at 
the  ft rong  poll  of  Sanderhaufen,  upon  the  Fulda, 
trying  every  fcheme  to  provoke  the  French  to  at¬ 
tack  him  in  his  trenches.  But  the  Prince  of 
Soubize  could  not  be  drawn  into  fo  dangerous  an 
attempt,  though  his  army  confided  of  near  30,000 

effective 
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A.  D.  effeftive  men.  However,  the  French  army  be- 
*75^'  ing  reinforced  on  the  8th  of  O&ober,  gave_ftrong 
indications  of  their  refolution,  at  laft,  to  enter 
into  a&ion.  General  Oberg  was  fenfible  of  the 
enemy’s  great  fuperiority  :  but  yet  his  advan¬ 
tageous  fituation,  near  Sanderhaufen,  determined 
him  to  wait  the  iflue,  in  hopes  of  profiting  by 
fome  favourable  motion.  But  thofe  motions  were 
defigned  only  to  deceive  him,  and  to  deprive 
him  of  that  advantageous  fituation.  With  thi3 
intention,  on  the  9th  in  the  morning,  Prince  Sou- 
bize  left  all  his  tents  Handing,  and  marched  his 
whole  army  ;  and,  after  making  different  motions, 
he  in  the  evening  took  pofleffion  of  the  camp  near 
Waldau.  General  Oberg,  with  his  troops  under 
arms,  was  in  hopes  of  being  attacked.  But  the 
motions  of  the  enemy  were  made  at  a  diftance, 
and  upon  eminences,  divided  by  hollow  ways  * 
and,  as  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  enabled  the 
Prince  of  Soubize  to  fend  a  large  detachment,  to 
Obliged  to  ge£  round  the  Heflians,  by  the  road  of  Munden, 
ftrong S  w^ich  would  have  been  of  very  dangerous  con- 

camp.  fequence,  General  Oberg’s  care  was  to  prevent 

being  turned.  This  determined  him  to  decamp 
which  he  did  at  four  next  morning,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  entrench  himfelf  behind  Luttenburg. 
The  French,  having  gained  their  point,  which 
was,  to  diflodge  him,  let  him  march  unmolefted  : 
but  when  he  was  come  to  the  ground  for  his  en¬ 
campment,  they  were  at  his  heels,  and  Oberg 
was  obliged  to  form  his  troops  in  order  of  battle  * 
with  his  right  to  the  Fulda,  and  his  left  to  a 

thicket 
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thicket  upon  a  rifing  ground,  defended  by  five  fix-  A.  D 
pounders.  The  cavalry  lupported  the  wings  in 
a  third  line  :  his  rear  was  covered  by  the  village  of 
Luttenberg,  and  by  a  ftrong  rifing  ground  fur- 
nifhed  with  four  twelve  pounders. 

The  French  army  kept  a  brifk  cannonade  while 
Oberg’s  army  was  forming  but  with  very  little 
effiedt.  A  confiderable  body  of  the  enemy  filed  Their  ^ 
off  at  a  diftance  from  his  left,  as  if  they  intended  battle, 
to  get  poffeflion  of  a  wood  on  a  hill,  and  fo  take 
the  Hefiians  in  flank  and  rear,  or  pafs  by  to  Mun- 
den  :  but  our  hunters  met  with  them  and  routed 
them.  The  French  pufhed  forwards  ftill  more  troops, 
till  they  polled  their  left  towards  the  Fulda,  and 
their  right  far  beyond  Oberg’s  left,  with  upwards 
of  30  pieces  of  cannon  in  their  front. 

General  Oberg  did  all,  that  any  one  in  his  cir- 
cumftances  could  do,  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in  every 
part  •,  and  it  was  now  four  in  the  afternoon  before 
the  French  made  the  attack  in  form.  They  began  Battle, 
with  a  very  brifk  cannonading  ;  which  did  little 
execution  :  being  badly  fituated.  At  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  they  fell  upon  Major  General  Zaftrow,  with 
their  firfl  line  of  infantry  ;  which  General  Zaftrow 
attacked  with  the  bayonet  and  routed.  But  thefe 
brave  fellows  were  broke,  in  a  moment,  by  the 
French  cavalry,  that  took  them  in  front  and  flank. 

The  cavalry  were  then  attacked  by  Oberg’s  ca¬ 
valry,  with  advantage,  till  they  were  forced  to 
yield  to  numbers.  The  French  infantry,  that  had 
not  been  engaged,  came  on :  which  obliged  the 
remains  of  the  Hefiians  to  retreat.  The  French 
Vol.  III.  X  then 
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A.  D.  then  came  out  alm-oft  upon  the  back  of  General 
,758‘  Oberg’s  firft  line-,  and  placed  their  cannon,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  all  the  reft  of  their  army  was 
moving  forward.  The  moment  was  critical :  there 
was  no  view  of  fuccefs  j  and  the  only  minute  for 
General  a  fafe  retreat  was  the  prefent.  The  general,  who 
treats! "  had  conftantly  given  his  dire&ions  with  admirable 
compofure,  feized  the  opportunity  -,  commanded 
a  retreat,  which  was  made  with  tolerable  good  or¬ 
der,  quite  up  to  the  wood,  where  the  defile,  which 
leads  to  Munden,  begins. 

Had  the  French  pufhed  with  their  great  fupe- 
riority  in  cavalry,  the  purfuit  might  have  been  fa¬ 
tal.  But  they  only  continued  the  fire  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery  -,  which,  though  it  was  very  brifkly  brought 
on  by  the  Duke  de  Broglio,  did  no  confiderable 
damage  -,  except  overthrowing  Lome  artillery  and 
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waggons. 

General  Oberg  pafied  by  Munden,  at  mid¬ 
night  ;  withdrew  the  garrifon  -,  encamped  on  the 
plain  near  Grupen,  on  the  other  fide  the  Wefer  ; 
and  next  morning,  (the  nth)  marched  to  the 
camp  near  Gunterfheim,  without  moleftation. 
The  French  in  all  their  motions  had  difcovered 
their  defire  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  Mun¬ 
den  :  which  town  they  now  found  evacuated  ;  and 
they  took  pofieflion  of  it  without  oppofition,  tho5 
it  had  coft  them  much  blood  to  get  to  it :  but  the 
feafon  was  too  far  advanced  for  them  to  reap  any 
confiderable  advantages  further  from  this  victory. 
However,  it  was  evident,  that  the  diftrefs  of  Han¬ 
over  was  their  chief  point  in  view.  M.  Soubize 

ravaged 
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ravaged  the  country,  and  raifed  heavy  contribu¬ 
tions  ;  retook  Gottingen,  and  penetrated  almoft 
to  the  walls  of  Hamelen  ;  which  alarmed  the 
regency  of  Hanover,  who  fent  orders  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  to  open  the  fluices,  and  prepare  for  a  vi¬ 
gorous  defence ;  and,  being  afraid  of  the  confe- 
quences,  they  once  more  fent  away  the  archives,  and 
other  ftate  papers,  &c.  from  the  capital  to  Stade. 

In  the  mean  time  Captain  Scheiter,  with  500  Skirmithes 
horfe,  fwam  over  the  Lippe,  fell  upon’  a  party  of  Lipped. 

160  French  horfe,  took  fome  prifoners,  and  totally 
defeated  the  reft.  He  then  proceeded  towards 
Wefel,  feized  a  convoy  of  30  waggons  with  flour 
and  wine,  and  100  oxen,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man  ;  tho’  fired  at  from  the  ramparts  of  Wefel. 

The  defeat  of  General  Oberg  finifhed  the  cam¬ 
paign  on  this  fide  of  Germany  :  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  vigilance  and  wife  difpofitions  of 
Prince  Ferdinand,  it  might  have  been  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  French.  For  they,  who  had  been  French, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  driven  by  the  allies  ’he* Rhine, 
out  of  Hanover,  Heflfe,  Weftphalia,  and  back 
over  the  Rhine,  were  now  mafters  of  both  fldes 
of  the  Rhine,  in  pofleflion  of  Caflel  and  Munden, 
threatning  the  gates  of  Hanover,  and  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  penetrate  into  Weftphalia  •,  where  they 
eftablifhed  their  winter  quarters.  Prince  Ferdi-  Princa 
nand  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Munfter,  and  dif-  g0es ; uto 
pofed  of  his  army  in  the  landgravate  of  Heflfe,  at 

and  in  the  bifhopricks  of  Munfter,  Paderborn,  Munite*-. 
and  Hildefheim  ;  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  not 
permitting  any  attempt  to  be  made  upon  the  French 
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after  the  jundion  of  the  Britifh  troops  :  whofe 
commander  in  chief,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
died  of  a  dyfentry,  at  Munfter,  a  diftemper  con-* 
traded  by  the  unwholfomenefs  of  the  climate,  and 
by  the  fatigues,  to  which  he  had  never  been  accuf- 
tomed. 

But  we  mull  not  finifh  this  account  without 
doing  juftice  to  the  great  generalfhip,  {hewn,  on 
this  occafion,  by  Prince  Ferdinand.  Had  not  his 
fore  fight  eftablifhed  a  ready  communication  of  his 
troops  all  along  the  Lippe,  the  defeat  of  Oberg 
might  have  been  fatal  to  the  caufe  ol  the  allies . 
but  this  wife  difpofition  of  his  army,  prevented 
the  advantage,  which  otherwife  the  French  might 
have  gained  by  that  vidory.  His  Serene  High, 
nefs,  upon  the  firft  advice  of  the  difafter,  marched- 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  Rheda,  and, 
having  ordered  Prince  Yfemberg  to  fall  back, 
joined  his  troops;  and  thereby  he  covered  the  We- 
fer,  without  lofing  any  thing  on  the  fide  of  the 
Rhine.  For,  though  the  eledorate  of  Hanover 
was  fomewhat  expofed  by  thefe  movements  ;  he 
knew  the  ftrength  and  pofition  of  the  enemy  fo 
perfedly  well,  that  he  was  under  no  fort  of  appre- 
henfion,  that  they  could  be  able  to  make  any 
eftablifhment  in  it  ;  nor  ad  farther,  than  the  da¬ 
mage,  that  might  be  done  by  their  light  troops  » 
who  were  provided,  by  diredion  from  their  couit, 
to  run  all  rifles,  fo  that  they  carried  off,  or  de- 
ftroyed,  all  the  provifions  and  forage  on  the  high¬ 
er  Lippe,  about  Paderborn  and  Warfbourg,  in 

all  Weftphalia  and  Fleffe,  from  Lipftadtand  Mun¬ 
fter, 
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(ler,  as  far  as  the  Rhine;  and  from  the  higher 
Lippe  and  Paderborn,  as  far  as  Cafiel  »  as  you  11 
find  particularly  commanded  and  defcribed  by  1VT. 
de  Belleifie’s  letters  in  the  margin  u  in  order  to 

prevent 
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»  The  Marfhal  Due  de  Bellifle  to  Marfhal  Contades,  dated 
Verfailles,  July  23,  1758,  in  which  there  is  the  following 
paffage : 

»  I  am  ft  ill  afraid  that  Fifcher  fets  out  too  late:  it  is,  how¬ 
ever,  very  important,  and  very  effential,  that  we  Ihould  raife 
large  contributions.  I  fee  no  other  refource  for  our  moft  ur¬ 
gent  expences,  and  for  refitting  the  troops,  but  in  the  money 
we  may  draw  from  the  enemy’s  country  ;  from  whence  we 
muft  likewife  procure  fubfiftence  of  all  kinds,  (independently 
of  the  money)  that  is  to  fay,  hay,  draw,  oats,  for  the  win¬ 
ter,  bread,  corn,  cattle,  horfes,  and  even  men,  to  recruit  our 
foreign  troops.  The  war  muft  not  be  prolonged,  and  perhaps 
it  may  be  neceffary,  according  to  the  events  which  may  hap¬ 
pen,  between  this  and  the  end  of  September,  to  make  a 
downright  defart  before  the  line  of  the  quarters,  which  it  may  be 
thought  proper  to  keep  during  the  winter,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
may  be  under  a  real  impoffibility  of  approaching  us :  at  the 
fame  time  referving  for  ourfelves  a  bare  fubfiftence  on  the  rout, 
which  may  be  the  moft  convenient  tor  us  to  take,  in  the  middle 
of  winter,  to  beat  up,  or  feize  upon  the  enemy’s  quarters. 
That  this  objeft  may  be  fulfilled,  I  caufe  the  greateft  affiduity 
to  be  ufed  in  preparing  what  is  neceffary  for  having  all  your 
troops,  without  exception,  well  cloathed,  well  armed,  well 
equipped,  and  well  refitted,  in  every  refped,  before  the  end 
of  November,  with  new  tents,  in  order  that,  if  it  fhall  be  ad- 
vifeable  for  the  King’s  political  and  military  affairs,  you  may 
be  well  able  to  affemble  the  whole,  or  part  of  your  army,  to 
offenfively,  and  with  vigour,  from  the  beginning  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  ;  and  that  you  may  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  fhew  your 
enemies,  and  all  Europe,  that  the  French  know  how  to  aft, 
;tnd  carry  on  wax,  in  all  feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a  ge- 
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prevent  Prince  Ferdinand’s  return  to  the  Rhine, 
or  the  Lohn,  in  the  beginning  of  next  campaign, 

and 

neral  as  you  are,  and  a  minifter  of  the  department  of  war, 
that  can  forefee,  and  concert  matters  with  the  General. 

You  mull  be  fenfible.  Sir,  that  what  I  fay  to  you  may  be¬ 
come  not  only  ufeful  and  honourable,  but  perhaps  even  necef- 
fary,  with  refpedt  to  what  you  know,  and  of  which  I  fhall 
fay  more  in  my  private  letter. 

M.  Due  de  Belleisle. 

This  was  not  the  only  letter  among  them,  wherein  diredtions 
were  given  for  making  a  downright  defert  of  the  countries, 
for  it  appears  by  a  letter  dated  in  September  following,  (1758) 
as  follows : 

“  You  mull,  at  any  rate,  confume  all  fort  of  fubfiftence  on 
the  higher  Lippe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paderborn,  and 
in  the  country  which  lies  betwixt  the  Lippe,  Paderborn,  and 
Warlbourg;  this  will  be  fo  much  fubfiftence  taken  from  the 
enemy  from  this  day  to  the  end  of  Odtober-  That  you  mull 
deftroy  every  thing  which  you  cannot  confume,  fo  as  to  make 
a  defert  of  all  Weftphalia,  from  Lipftadt  and  Munikr,  as  far  as 
the  Rhine,  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  from  the  higher 
Lippe  and  Paderborn,  as  far  as  Caffel ;  that  the  enemy  may 
find  it  quite  impradticable  to  diredt  their  march  to  the  Rhine, 
or  to  the  lower  Roer;  and  this  with  regard  to  your  army,  and 
with  regard  to  the  army  under  Monf.  de  Soubife,  that  they 
may  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  take  pofl'eflion  of  Caffel, 
and  much  lefs  to  march  to  Marpourg,  or  to  the  quarters  which 
he  will  have  along  the  Lohn,  or  to  thofe  which  you  will  oc¬ 
cupy,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  left  fide  of  the  Roer,  and 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine  as  far  as  Duffeldorp,  and  at 
Cologne.” 

In  another,  dated  Odtober  5,  is  the  following  paffage  : 
“  What  makes  it  the  more  neceffary  to  reduce  all  Wejlphalia  to 
a  defert,  is,  that  we  have  certain  advice,  that  the  King  of 
Pruflia  has  formed  a  projedt,  which  has  been  approved  of  by 
the  King  of  England,  for  carrying  on  the  war  during  a  great 

part 
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and  to  keep  their  own  quarters  undifturbed  dur-  A 
ins  the  winter. —This  was  a  moft  barbarous  and 

deteftable 


part  of  the  winter,  believing  that  this  will  be  the  fureft  means 
ofdiftreffing  us;  and  people  are  now  aflually  employed  at 
Hamburgh,  and  in  all  the  great  towns,  in  making  great  coats, 
light  boots,  gloves,  caps,  and  calots  for  their  troops.  But  if, 
after  all  thefe  precautions,  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  carry  their 
forage  from  the  lower  Wefer  by  land,  fn  order  to  attack  our 
quarters  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Roer  and  on  the  Rhine,  they 
will  never  be  able  to  fucceed  in  it,  becaufe  of  the  impraftica- 
bility  of  the  roads  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  and  of  the 
length  of  the  way:  they  will  therefore  have  no  refource  left 
but  the  lower  Rhine,  and  even  there  they  muft  go  upon  the 
canals  and  territories  of  Holland.  I  make  no  doubt  of  your 
being  able  to  raife  fufficient  obftacles  againft  any  fuch  attempt, 
and  that  you  will  take  all  the  neceilary  precautions  for  that 

purpofe.” 

And  in  a  third,  (Oftober  30)  there  is  the  following  :  “  ^  on 
know  the  neceflity  of  confuming,  or  deftroying,  as  far  as 
poffible,  all  the  fubfiftence,  efpecially  the  forage,  betwixt  the 
Wefer  and  the  Rhine,  on  the  one  hand  :  and  on  the  other,  be¬ 
twixt  the  Lippe,  the  bi(hopric  of  Paderborn,  the  Dymel,  the 
Fulda,  and  the  Nerra  ;  and  fa  to  make  a  defert  of  Weftphaha 


and  Heffe.” 

A  paragraph  in  another  letter  is  worded  kill  ftronger,  as 
follows-  “  The  upper  part  of  the  Lippe,  and  the  country  of 
Paderborn,  are  the  moft  fertile,  and  the  moft  plentiful ;  they 
muft,  therefore,  be  eat  up  to  the  very  roots :  and  as  Monk 
de  Soubife,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned,  neither  muft,  nor 
ought,  to  follow  the  enemy  into  the  country  of  Hanover,  he 
will  probably  only  keep  with  him  what  troops  are  neceftary  or 


,e  fecurity  of  Caffel.”. 

And  in  another  part  of  the  fame  letter,  he  fays,  I  fee 
rince  Ferdinand  is  at  Munfter :  I  am  told,  that  he  has  ordered 
re  magazines  at  Ofnabruck  to  be  brought  there.  It  will  be 
ery  vexatious,  if  he  (hould  be  able  to  maintain  fo  great  a 
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deteftable  refolution  in  an  enemy,  that  cries  up 
their  own  humanity  and  politenefs  on  all  occafions ! 
However,  the  gallant  young  General,  that  com¬ 
manded  the  allies,  penetrated  into  this  ruinous 
fecret  alfo,  and  took  his  meafures  fo  effe&ually,  that 
defeated  a  great  part  of  their  infamous  fcheme. 

We  left  the  King  of  Pruffia  in  the  enjoyment 
of  fome  advantages  w  after  his  raifing  the  fiege  of 
Olmutz,  and  preparing  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war 
from  Moravia  into  Bohemia.  But  he  was  foon  de¬ 
prived  of  that  advantage  by  the  Ruffians,  who, 
after  feveral  months  marching  and  counter-march¬ 
ing  through  Poland  and  Pruffia,  in  which  they 
committed  exceffes  of  violence  and  cruelty,  to  the 
difgrace  of  human  nature,  fat  down,  with  90,000 
men,  and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  to  be- 
fiege  Cuftrin,  a  little  town  on  the  Elb,  almoft: 
without  fortifications,  though  the  capital  of  the 
New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh,  fituate  at  the  in¬ 
flux  of  the  river  Warte  into  the  Oder,  three  Ger¬ 
man  miles  from  Franckfort  :  which  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  paflages  from  the  New  into  the  Middle  Marche. 
But  its  fituation  is  naturally  ftrong :  for  the  river 
Warte  inclofes  one  part  thereof,  till  it  falls  into 
the  Oder  •,  and  the  Oder  inclofes  almoft;  the  other 
part.  The  other  avenues  are  encompafled  by 
broad  morafies  :  and  from  its  long  fuburb  there  is 

quarter,  fo  near  you.  This  is  one  reafon  more  for  depriving 
him  of  all  other  means,  by  wafting  the  country,  efpecially 
what  lies  betwixt  the  Lippe  and  the  Roer,  and  all  that  is  in 
the  country  of  La  Marck  and  Waldeck.” 
w  See  page  156,  Vol.  III. 

no 
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no  other  road  t;o  the  city,  but  over  a  caufeway, 
three  quarters  of  a  German  mile  in  length,  with 
52  bridges  over  the  morafies.  Its  chief  artificial 
ftrength  confifts  in  a  bridge  over  the  Oder,  de¬ 
fended  by  a  battery,  and  a  well  built  cadle.  The 
garrifon  confided  of  no  more  than  one  battalion 
of  regulars,  one  battalion  of  militia,  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  invalids,  and  about  100  hufiars. 

The  fil'd  appearance  of  the  Ruffians  before  this  Ruffians 
city,  was  on  the  13th  of  Augud,  at  three  in  the  f(prPecu- 
afternoon.  This  was  a  body  of  their  hufiars  and 
cofifacks.  The  piquet  guard  in  the  fuburb  was  Skirmifli. 
immediately  augmented  to  about  300  men,  who 
were  foon  attacked  by  the  enemy  :  which  fkirmifh 
laded  from  four  till  feven  in  the  evening  ;  when 
the  enemy  retired  ;  and  the  garrifon  broke  down 
the  bridge  over  the  Oder. 

Count  Dohna,  who  commanded  the  Prufiian  Garrifon 

r  1 

army  encamped  near  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  be- Iein  olce  * 
ing  applied  to  by  the  governor  of  Cudrin,  detach¬ 
ed  a  reinforcement  of  four  battalions  of  infantry, 
ten  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  and  a  fmall  body  of 
hufiars,  under  Lieutenant-General  Schorlemmer ; 
who  arrived  next  day.  The  hufiars  and  a  body  of 
dragoons  were  added  to  the  piquet  in  the  little 
fuburb,  and  the  four  battalions  of  grenadiers  en¬ 
camped  on  the  Anger,  between  the  fuburb  and 
the  fortification  :  the  remainder  of  the  ten  fqua¬ 
drons  of  dragoons  encamped  in  the  fields,  to  co¬ 
ver  the  long  fuburb.  At  the  fame  time,  there 
arrived  Colonel  Schack,  with  the  commiflion  of 

governor. 
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governor,  or  commander  in  chief,  in  cafe  of  a 
fiege. 


There  was  little  or  no  appearance  of  an  enemy 
on  the  14th,  except  a  party  of  Coflacks,  who  pur- 
fued  General  Schorlemmer  and  Governor  Schack, 
quite  up  to  the  city  gates,  as  they  went  with  a  fmall 
City  bom-  Party  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  :  but  on  the  1 5th 
'bardtd.  jn  the  morning,  between  four  and  five  o’clock, 
the  citizens  were  awakened  and  terrified  by  the 
noife  and  fhrieks  of  the  huflars  and  Coflacks,  in¬ 
termixed  with  cannon  ball.  As  the  enemy’s  troops 
advanced  and  took  their  Rations,  and  brought 
their  batteries  to  bear,  the  Pruflians,  the  piquet 
guard,  huflars,  dragoons,  &c.  were  obliged  to 
retire  into  the  city,  or  wherever  they  could  bed 
provide  for  their  own  fafety.  Having  no  other 
objeCt  to  combate  than  the  town  ;  the  Ruffians,  ia 
lefs  than  half  an  hour  after  the  battalions  had  re- 
o«  fire.  tired  from  the  Anger,  threw  fuch  a  multitude  of 
bombs ,and  red  hot  fhot  into  the  city,  that  it  was 
on  fire  in  feveral  parts,  and  burnt  with  fuch  fury, 
ar  nine  o’clock,  that  there  was  no  extinguifhing 
the  flames  in  the  narrow  ftreets }  and  the  element 
appeared  to  rain  and  hail  fire  :  which  drove  the 
inhabitants  to  feek  for  protection  and  fafety  in  the 
Diftrefs  of  open  fields.  The  houfes  tumbled  on  all  fides. 
tantsnhabl"  Every  body  that  could  creep,  got  out  of  the  town 
as  faft  as  poffible  •,  and  the  crowd  of  naked,  and 
in  the  highefl:  degree  wretched  people,  was  vaftly 
great,  without  diftindtion  of  perfons :  fome  few 
with  horfes  and  carriages,  others  with  fick  and 
bed-ridden  upon  their  backs,  thought  themfelves 

happy. 
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happy,  if  they  could  efcape  the  fhowers  of  bombs,  ^D. 
cannon  balls,  and  red  hot  bullets. 

Not  only  the  inhabitants,  but  many  thoufand 
Grangers,  from  the  open  country  and  defencelefs 
towns  in  Prufiia,  Pomerania,  and  the  New  Marche, 
that  had  fled  here  with  their  valuable  effedts,  when 
the  Ruffians  entered  the  Pruffian  territories,  in 
hopes  of  a  fafe  retreat,  were  now  made  moft  mi- 
ferable,  and  reduced  from  opulent  fortunes,  to 
beggary.  On  the  roads,  nothing  was  feen  but 
mifery  :  nothing  heard,  but  cries  and  lamentations, 
enough  to  move  ftones ;  as  nobody  knew  where 
to  get  a  morfel  of  bread,  nor  what  to  do  for  fur¬ 
ther  fubfiftence.  The  neighbouring  towns  and 
villages  were  foon  filled  with  the  moft  deplorable 
objects  of  diftrefs.  Within,  the  great  magazine,  Houfes,&c. 
the  governor’s  houfe,  the  church,  the  palace,  the  burnt- 
ftore  and  artillery  houfes ;  in  a  word,  the  old  and 
new  town,  the  fuburbs  and  the  great  bridge  over 
the  Oder,  as  well  as  all  the  others,  were  reduced  to 
a  flies.  The  inhabitants,  many  perifhed  in  the 
flames,  knocked  on  the  head  under  the  ruins,  or 
were  fuffocated  in  the  vaults  and  fubterraneous 
caverns, where  they,  in  their  fright,  fought  for  fafety. 

The  public  records  or  archives  of  the  ftate  were 
deftroyed,  and  a  prodigious  quantity  of  corn  and 
flour  was  confumed  in  the  conflagration.  The 
fire  was  fo  furious,  that  the  cannon  in  the  ftore 
and  artillery  houfes  were  all  melted  :  and  the  load¬ 
ed  bombs ;  the  cartridges  for  cannon  and  mufkets, 
a  large  quantity  of  powder  and  other  combufti- 
bles  went  off,  at  once,  with  a  horrible  explofion. 

—A 
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A.  D.  —A  fpedtacle  fo  terrible,  that  no  hiftory  can  fur- 
1/5  '  nifh  a  like  example,  except  the  deftrutftion  of  Je- 
inhumani-  rufalem.  What  is  more  inhuman,  the  enemy’s 
enemy, 6  fury  was  vented  entirely  upon  the  innocent  inha¬ 
bitants  :  for  they  did  not  begin  to  batter  the  for¬ 
tifications,  except  a  few  fhot,  till  the  17th,  when 
the  reft  were  all  deftroyed.  But  what  could  be 
expedled  from  an  enemy,  that  had  difgraced  the 
name  of  human  creatures  in  all  their  previous  ope¬ 
rations  x. 


?  What  colour  can  the  Ruffians  give  to  their  burning  the 
villages  of  Zorndorf,  Zicher,  Wilkerfdorf,  Blumberg,  Kutf- 
dorf,  Quartfchen,  and  Birckenbufch,  all  which  were  in  flames 
at  the  fame  time,  and  of  which  the  greateil  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were,  forne  killed,  and  others  thrown  into  the  flames. 
The  public  hath  already  been  informed  of  the  cruelties  com¬ 
mitted  laft  June,  by  General  Demikow,  in  Pomerania,  and 
the  New  Marche.  Above  an  hundred  towns  or  villages  were 
pillaged,  and  many  women  carried  off  and  ravilhed.  The 
Ruffians  alfo  fet  fire  to  the  village  of  Furllgnau,  and  killed 
the  farmer’s  wife  :  Vorbrtjch,  and  the  fuburb  of  Driefen,  were 
likewife  reduced  to  afhes.  In  the  beginning  of  July,  they 
pillaged  the  town  of  Friedeburgh,  burnt  the  mill  of  Alten- 
flies,  and  murdered  the  gardener  of  the  bailiwick  of  Driefen. 
On  the  approach  of  the  Pruffiany  they  turned  the  environs  of 
Cuflrin  into  a  defart,  burnt  the  feven  villages  abovementioned, 
killed  the  farmer  of  Tamfel,  and  at  Blumberg  and  Carnin 
maffacred  many  peafants,  and  even  infants  with  their  mothers, 
whofe  mutilated  bodies  were  found  in  the  houfes  and  barns. 
The  churches  have  not  been  fpared  ;  they  opened  even  graves 
and  vaults,  to  flrip  the  dead  ;  which  they  did,  particularly,  at 
Carnin  and  Birckholtz,  where  they  ftript  the  bodies  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Schladerndorf  and  General  Ruitz,  who  were  buried  there. 
It  will  not  be  thought  ftrange,  that  the  name  of  barbarians 
fhould  be  given  to  perfons  capable  of  fuch  cruelties'. 

3  His 
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His  Pruffian  Majefty  could  not  remain  indiffe-  A.  D. 
rent  on  this  occafion  :  and  though  he  had  all  the  ^ 
reafon  in  the  world  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  pruflia 
hopes  of  fuccefs  m  Bohemia,  where  he  had  occu-  again  ft  the 
pied  the  poll  of  Nuchod,  by  his  lieutenant  Ge-  Ruffians, 
neral  Fouquet ;  and,  in  perfon,  had  driven  Ge¬ 
neral  Laudon  from  Oppotfchau,  and  had  obliged 
Count  Daun  to  fortify  himfelf  on  the  hills  of  Li- 
bifehau,  he  could  not  deny  his  faithful  and  brave 
garrifon  of  Cuftrin  his  immediate  afliftance.  He 
left  his  camp  at  Konigfgratz,  and  after  lome  fkir- 
mifhes,  wherein  he  loft  General  Saldern  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Blanckenburg,  who  were  killed  by  the  Pan- 
dours,  at  the  firft  difeharge,  as  they  retreated 
from  the  fuburbs  of  Konigfgratz  ;  he,  on  the  9th 
of  Auguft,  encamped  at  Landfliut,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  with  a  detachment,  in  order  to  join  the 
army  at  Franckfort  under  Count  Dohna,  whete 
he  arrived  on  the  2  2d  ;  the  garrifon  of  Cuftrin 
{till  holding  out  againft  the  mighty  army  and  in- 
ceflaot  fire  of  the  Ruffians,  without  having  a  hovel 
to  cover  their  heads  from  the  heat  of  the  day  or 
the  heat  of  addon.— His  Majefty’s  forces  being 
joined,  they  were  ordered  to  march  at  ten  o  clock 
the  fame  night,  and  next  day  he  paffed  the  Oder, 
by  a  bridge  thrown  over  at  Gatavife,  and  he  took 
up  his  quarters  at  Golafian.  Here  he  refted  his 
army  till  one  o’clock  next  day  at  noon,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Dirmitzel ;  where  he  encamped  and 
made  the  necefiary  difpofitions  for  attacking  the 
enemy  next  day. 
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On  the  25th  the  Pruflian  army  marched  in  four 
columns,  three  of  infantry,  and  one  of  cavalry  ; 
the  vanguard  confided  of  ten  battalions,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant-General  Manteuffell.  He 
endeavoured,  by  this  march,  to  wind  round  the 
enemy’s  left  flank  :  fo  that,  having  paffed  the 
fmall  river  Mitzel,  he  filed  off  by  the  foreft  of 
Maflin,  and  the  village  of  Bazels,  into  the  plain ; 
where  both  infantry  and  cavalry  fpread  them- 
felves  on  the  left  flank,  till  they  arrived  at  Zorn- 
dorff,  on  the  back  of  the  enemy  •,  who  had  broke 
up  the  fiege  of  Cufirin,  and  drawn  Up  their  army 
on  a  narrow  ground,  in  four  lines  ;  forming  a 
front  on  every  fide,  and  furrounded  with  can¬ 
non  and  chevaux  de  frize.  His  Majefty  ar¬ 
rived,  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy,  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  immediately  formed 
in  order  of  battle  ;  his  troops,  exafperated  at 
the  fight  of  fo  many  marks  of  Ruffian  cruelty  in 
every  place,  through  which  they  marched,  ar¬ 
dently  wilhed  for  the  opportunity  to  engage,  and 
to  avenge  their  countrymen  of  fuch  cruel  enemies. 
They  looked  upon  their  prefent  fervice  to  be,  in 
the  ftri&eft  fenle,  fighting  for  their  country  ;  and 
that  nothing  but  victory  could  deliver  it  from  one 
oi  the  fevereft  fcourges,  with  which  providence 
did  ever  chaftife  a  nation.  Even  the  exiftence  of 
the  Pruflian  crown  depended  on  the  fortune  of 
the  day.  By  thefe  means  the  foldiers,  nay  the 
King  himfelf,  might  be  laid  to  have  been  exafpe¬ 
rated  to  a  pitch  of  military  enthufiafm :  and  in 
1  this 
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this  enthufiaftic  rage  they  began  and  fought  the  ^D. 
mod  bloody  conflid  during  the  whole  war.  ' 5 

The  adion  begun  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn-  ™eubattle 
ing  (the  25th)  near  the  village  of  Zorndorff,  and 
laded  till  feven  at  night.  The  fire  of  the  artillery 
was  inexpreffible  ;  for  two  hours,  at  lead,  the 
Pruffian  artillery  rained  on  the  Ruffians  like  ffiowers 
from  the  heavens.  Amidfl  this  furious  cannonade,  ^lltehgl  y 
the  moft  dreadful  that  ever  man  beheld, the  Ruffians  Pruffians. 
flood  undaunted.  The  Mufcovite  infantry  were 
attacked  firft,  with  an  impetuofity  enough  to 
flagger  the  braved  veterans  of  any  civilized  na¬ 
tion^  but  they  dood  like  images :  they  fell  in 
their  ranks,  and  new  regiments  preffied  forward 
to  fupply  new  daughter.  They  were  fo  infenfible  p-ltjjty  0f 
of  danger,  or  indifferent,  as  to  their  own  parti- 
"  cular  fate,  that  when  the  brd  line  had  fired  away 
all  their  cartridges,  they  obdinately  dood  in  that 
defencelefs  condition,  to  be  fhot  at,  like  marks. 

If  this  may  be  called  refidance  ;  the  Ruffian  in¬ 
fantry  mud  be  allowed  to  have  made  a  very  gre^t 
refidance  •,  and  that  the  only  way  to  gain  a  vidory 
over  fuch  troops,  was  to  dedroy  them.  The 
daughter,  in  courfe,  became  very  great :  but  their 
army  was  numerous  *,  frefh  bodies  continually  pre- 
fented  thcmfelves,  and  made  the  molt  vigorous 
efforts :  and  if  they,  who  are  fatigued,  can  be 
faid  to  give  way,  it  is  certain  that  the  Pruffian  in¬ 
fantry  were  fo  fatigued  with  the  work  of  carnage, 
that,  at  length,  they  gave  way,  even  fo  far  as  to 
make  the  adion  doubtful  on  the  Pruffian  left  ; 

till  General  Seidlitz,  who  -commanded  the  Pruf¬ 
fian 
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A •  D-  fi an  cavalry,  feeing  them  flag  and  faint,  and  the 
l7^‘  Ruffian  cavalry  of  their  right  wing  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  advantage,  threw  himfelf  into 
the  chafm,  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment  of 
Their  ca-  guardes  du  corps,  and  the  gend-arms ;  routed  the 

valry  rout-  zt  1  .  o 

«j.  Ruffian  cavalry,  that  knew  not  how  to  make 
ufe  of  the  advantage,  and  then  fell  upon  the  in¬ 
fantry  with  an  impetuoflty,  they  were  not  able  to 
withfland  :  for,  being  either  fpent  by  the  work 
they  had  already  gone  through,  or  diflieartened 
by  the  approach  of  the  horfe,  and  having  loft 
their  fupport,  and  the  wind  blowing  the  duft  and 
fmoke  in  their  faces,  they  fell  back  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  broke  their  ranks  in  fuch  confufion,  that 
they  fired  ,upon  one  another,  and  plundered  their 
own  baggage.  By  this  time  the  Pruflian  infantry 
was  rallied,  and  being  led  to  the  charge  by  the 
A  terrible  King  in  perfon,  the  daughter  became  more  fhock- 
fl%uginer.  jng  rjlan  ever<  They  drove  the  Ruffians  into  a 
narrow  fpace,  and  continued  the  fight  till  feven 
o’clock  with  fuch  regular  fires,  that  every  (hot  had 
its  full  effe<5t. 

The  Ruffians,  forced,  at  laft,  to  quit  the  field 
of  battle,  formed  themfelves  into  a  fquare,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cover  the  remaining  part  of  their  baggage; 
Parted  by  and  paffed  the  night  in  that  pofition  :  the  dark- 
the  mghi.  neps  cf  tjie  obliging  both  parties  to  ceafe 

Battle  re  boftilities;  which  the  King,  who  likewife  main- 
aewed.  tamed  his  ground,  renewed  next  morning  by  a 
Ruffians  cannofiade.  But  the  Ruffians  foon  gave  way, 
give  way.  abandoning  their  artillery  and  a  great  number  of 
colours,  ftandards,  &c.  The  King  did  not  give 

them 
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them  time  nor  opportunity  to  recover;  but  har-  A.  D. 
raffed  them,  all  day;  on  every  quarter.  Neither  1/5 
could  he  put  a  ftop  to  the  effufion  of  blood.  The 
cruelties  of  all  forts  committed  by  the  enemy;  and 
the  fight  of  the  many  villages  round  about,  which  0 

!  the  Ruffians  had  fet  on  fire,  irritated  the  foldiers 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  almoft  impbffible  to 
put  a  ftop  to  their  fury. 

Great  dependance  had  been  placed,  by  the  con-  Depend- 
federates  agdinft  Pruffia,  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  Auftrian/ 
day.  If  viftory  fhould  declare  againft  Pruffia,™^1* 
her  monarch  muft  have  fubmitted  to  the  terms  of 
the  confederacy.  If  the  fortune  of  the  day  fhould 
turn  in  favour  of  Pruffia,  it  was  to  be  feared,  not 
only  that  his  Pruffian  Majefty  would  return  with 
more  vigour  and  ftrength,  to  complete  his  fcheme 
in  Saxony  and  Bohemia,  but  that  the  Ruffians 
would  be  difpirited,  and  brought  with  difficulty; 
if  at  all;  back  to  favour  their  operations  this  cam¬ 
paign.  Therefore,  when  the  news  of  this  battle  Mifrepfe- 
was  carried  to  Vienna,  that  court  had  the  addrefs,  the^om-t 
or  rather  the  confidence,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  of  vieIina* 


federate  Ruffians,  in  order  to  keep  the  Czarina  in 
good  temper  towards  her  engagements x :  but 


arms,  in  this  engagement,  in  favour  of  their  con- 


/\  y  y  *  ^  '  j  ^  ^  * 

x  The  account,  which  the  court  of  Vienna  has  thought  fit 
to  publifh  of  this  affair,  is  to  this  effedt :  “  That  on  the  25th 


what 


<ff  laft  month  the  Pruffiins  carhe  up  at  nine  in  the  morning  to 
attack  the  Ruffians,  who,  in  order  of  battle,  Waited  for  them  ; 
but  the  firft  charge  fucceeded  fo  ill,  that  the  former  were  re*' 
pulfed  with  great  lofs.  The  King  afterwards  made  a  new  at¬ 
tack,  which  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  firft.  In  fine,  theft 
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what  is  moft  furprifing,  the  very  general  that 
v/rote  to  Count  Dohna,  for  leave  to  bury  his 
dead,  afferts  his  claim  to  the  viilory  of  this  day,  in 
a  letter  to  the  Ruffian  minifter  at  the  Hague  y. 

The 

two  attemps  having  proved  fruitlefs,  the  King,  by  a  mt)ft 
rapid  motion,  brought  all  his  cavalry  to  the  centre  ;  and  having 
thus  changed  the  order  of  battle,  he  caufed  his  cavalry  to  ride 
full  gallop  againft  the  centre  of  the  Ruffian  army,  whereby  he 
feparated  the  two  wings  of  this  army,  and  forced  the  left  to 
fall  back  into  the  moraffes  that  lay  behind  it. 

“  While  this  wing  was  in  that  perplexing  fituation,  it  ceafed 
not  firing  upon  its  adverfaries,  till  a  large  detachment  from 
the  right  came  to  its  affiftance.  This  relief  enabled  it  to 
charge  in  turn,  and  drive  the  enemy,  who  were  purfued  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  fame  day,  the  25th,  it  was  juft  in  the 
fame  pofition  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle.  The  26th, 
Te  Deum  was  fung  in  the  Ruffian  army,  which  irritated  the 
King  of  Pruffia  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  immediately  ordered 
his  army  to  advance,  but  was  fo  well  received  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  that  he  thought  fit  to  order  a  retreat :  yet,  he  made  his 
troops  return  a  fecond  time  to  the  charge,  but  they  were  re¬ 
pul  fed  again. 

u  This  relation,  which  one  may  look  upon  as  certain,  and 
bearing  all  the  marks  of  ft  r  idle  ft  truth,  fhews  how  cenfurable 
the  Berlin  Gazetteer  is,  for  continuing  to  maintain  fadts  abfo- 
lutely  invented,  and  the  ftrange  exaggeration  which  he  has 
prefumed  to  utter  on  this  event.” 

y  The  letter  which  Count  Goloffkin,  the  Ruffian  minifter 
at  the  Hague,  received  on  this  occafion,  was  to  the  following 
efFedl. 

Head  Quarters  at  Grofs  Camin,  Auguft  31. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  on 
the  25th  of  this  month  there  was  a  bloody  battle  between  the 
army  under  my  command,  and  that  of  Pruffia,  commanded 
by  the  King  in  perfon,  which  lafted  from  nine  in  the  morn¬ 
ing 
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The  Pruflians  challenged  the  vi&ory,  and  affert  A.  D. 

'  *  1 7  C  O  • 

that  their  lofs  did  not  exceed  2000  men  killed,  ^  ^  J 
wounded  and  prifoners  :  but  make  the  lofs  of  the  both  tides. 
Ruffians  10,000  killed,  10,000  wounded,  and  molt 
of  them  mortally,  and  about  2000  prifoners ;  be- 
fides  an  imtnenfe  train  of  artillery,  thirty-feven. 
colours,  five  ftandards,  feveral  kettle-drums,  and 
their  military  cheft,  containing  200,000  k  fterling 
in  fpecie. 

Not  only  thefe  extraordinary  Ioffes  evidence  the 
sight  of  vidlory  in  favour  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  ; 
but  it  is.  clear  from  the  confequences.  The  King 
delivered  that  part  of  his  dominions  from  his  ene- 
j  mies  for  the  prefent;  and  was  at  liberty  to  march 
diredtly  to  the  affifiance  of  his  brother.  Befides 
'  the  number  of  prifoners  of  rank,  amongft  whom 
were  feveral  generals,  the  lofs  of  fo  great  a  tram 
of  artillery,  and  the  neceffity  the  Ruffians  were 
under,  to  beg  leave  to  bury  their  dead  %  are  cor¬ 
roborating 

!ng  till  ten  at  night,  when  the  enemy  abandoned  the  field  of 
battle,  and  retired.  The  next  day  we  buried  the  flaim  We 
have  taken  twenty-fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  number 
J;  qf  ftandards  and  colours  from  the  enemy.  I  am  with  the 
ttrmy  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  only  wait  for  M.  de  Roman- 
zow’s  divifion,  which  is  to  join  me  to-morrow,  to  purfue  and 
entirely  difperfe  the  Pruflians'.  I  do  not  fend  you  at  this  time 
the  journal  of  the  army,  being  too  bufy  at  prefent,  but  will  not 
fail  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  what  may  afterwards 
happen. 

Fermer. 

z  Letter  from  General  Permer  to  Count  Dobna. 

“  As  this  day’s  battle  hath  left  many  dead  to  be  buried, 
j  and  many  wounded  men  to  be  drefled  on  both  fides,  I  have 

Y  2  thought 


& 
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roborating  circumftances  to  confirm  the  truth'  of 
the  Pruffian  account  of  the  battle  and  vidtory  over 
the  Ruffian  army  near  Cuftrin  \ 

His 

thought  proper  to  a  lit  your  excellency,  whether  it  would  not 
be  fit  to  conclude  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  for  two  or  three  days  ? 
General  Brown,  who  is  extremely  weak,  by  reafon  of  his 
wounds,  having  need  of  a  room,  and  other  conveniencies, 
which  are  neceflary  in  his  prefent  fituation,  molt  humbly  in¬ 
treats  his  Majefty  to  fend  a  paffport  for  him  and  his  attendants, 
that  he  may  remove  to  a  proper  place.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 

Camp,  Auguft  14, 

(25,N.S.)  1758.  Count  Fermer. 

Count  Dohna  s  Anfwer. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  anfwer  the  letter,  which  your  ex¬ 
cellency  was  pleafed  to  write  to  me  yefterday ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  to  inform  you,  that  the  King,  my  mailer,  having 
gained  the  battle,  and  remained  mailer  of  the  field,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  will  not  fail  to  give  the  neceflary  orders  for  burying  the 
dead,  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded  on  both  fides.  His 
Majefty  thinks  that  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  is  ufual,  in  the  cafe 
of  a  fiege,  but  not  after  a  battle.  His  excellency  General 
Brown,  if  Hill  alive,  fhall  have  the  palfports  he  alks  moll 
readily ;  and  all  poflible  relief  fhall  be  given  to  the  other  ge¬ 
nerals,  who  are  prifoners. 

The  cruel  burning  of  villages,  which  is  not  yet  difconti- 
nued,  Ihews  an  intention  not  to  fpare  the  King’s  eftates  in  any 
fhape  :  But  I  fhall  not  now  enter  into  repetitions,  on  a  fubjedt 
I  have  fo  often  mentioned.  I  fhall  only  defire  your  excellency 
to  confider,  what  confequences  fuch  cruelties  may  have,  if  a 
flop  be  not  put  to  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sc c. 
Camp,  Aug.  z6,  1 7 5 8 .  Count  Dohna. 

a  His  Pruflian  Majefty’s  letter  to  his  minifters  abroad.  Was 
conceived  in  the  following  terms. 

Auguft  26. 

“  I  would  not  defer  for  a  moment  giving  you  notice  of  the 
complete  victory  which  heaven  has  juft  granted  to  my  arms 

•  over 
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His  Prufiian  Majefty  was  equally  as  expeditious 


34i 


A.  D. 

1758. 


in  his  return,  as  he  had  been  rapid  in  his  march  ^  Auf_ 
to  Cuftrin.  His  abfence  was  no  fooner  known  in  trians  take 

Rohe-  advantaSe 

Dunc  of  his  Ma- 
ipftv’s  ab- 


over  the  grand  Ruffian  army,  commanded  by  General  Fermer.  fence. 
The  battle  was  fought  yefterday,  the  25th,  between  Cuftiin 
and  Tumbfel.  As  I  had  to  do  with  an  army  greatly  fuperior, 
and  provided  with  a  very  numerous  artillery,  the  engagement 
was  long  and  obftinate,  and  lafted  till  the  clofe  of  night ;  but 
the  defeat  of  the  enemy  hath  been  the  greater  and  more  de- 
cifive.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
circumftances  of  this  aftion ;  I  ffiall  referve  a  more  ample  ac¬ 
count  of  it  till  next  poll.  All  I  can  tell  you  now  is,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  Ruffians  is  very  great.  I  have  taken  three  of  their 
lieutenant-generals,  many  cannon,  and  their  military  cheffi 
My  troops  fought  with  uncommon  bravery,  and  like  men  who 
defended  their  country.  Thefe  are  the  firft  circumftances  I 
can  give  you  of  this  great  event,  which  will  give  a  new  face 
to  affairs,  and  in  which  heaven  feems  to  have  interpofed  fo  re¬ 
markably,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  difappoint  the  deftrudtivp 
plpjefls  which  my  enemies  had  formed  for  the  devaluation  and 


ruin  of  my  dominions. 


Frederick. 


This  letter  was  foon  followed  by  a  fecond . 

Luben,  Sept.  5. 

“  I  have  at  length  reaped  the  fraits  of  my  laft  vitilory  over 
the  Ruffians.  Superior  as  they  were  in  number,  even  after 
their  defeat,  they  took  an  advantageous  camp  three  leagues, 
from  the  field  of  battle,  where  they  halted  till  the  3tft  of  Au- 
guft,  to  colleft  the  run-aways,  and  fecure  their  retrfeat.  On 
that  day  they  at  laft  took  a  refolution  to  retreat  towards  Po¬ 
land,  by  Lanffierg,  after  fetting  fire  to  the  greateft  part  cf 
jheir  baggage.  I  have  fent  General  Manteuffel  in  purfuit  of 
them  ;  and  General  Malchowlky  hath  already  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  fall  upon  their  rear,  and  hath  taken  three  pieces  ol 
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Bohemia,  than  the  armies  of  Auftrians,  Saxons, 
and.  Imperialifts,  which  dreaded  every  motion  of 
his  troops,  fwarmed  about  the  little  army  he  had 
left,  under  the  command  of  his  brother  Henry, 
at  Dippolfwalde  ;  and  marched  with  full  hopes  of 
making  themfelves  mailers  of  Saxony,  Silefia,  and 
even  of  Brandenburgh  and  Lufatia.  M.  Daun 
undertook  Prince  Henry,  and,  quitting  his  llrong 
encampment  in  the  mountains,  he  brought  his 
army  to  Stolpen,  eaft  of  the  Elbe,  to  cut  off  all 
communication  with  Drefden,  and  to  favour  the 
operations  of  his  party.  General  Laudohn  was 
detached  to  pillage  the  circle  of  Cotbus,  &c.  which 
he  performed  with  great  licentioufnefs.  The 
Duke  of  Deux  Ponts,  who  commanded  the  army 
of  the  Empire,  entered  Saxony,  and  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  Pima,  and  of  the  llrong  fortrefs  of 
Sornenftein. 

Never  did  a  general  make  fuch  long  and  flykig 
marches,  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  of  time.  Never  did 
a  powerful  enemy  difcover  greater  tokens  of  fear, 
than  his  enemies,  at  his  return.  His  Pruflian 

.  :  ■  S  .  •  :  i 


“  "Whilfi  I  was  employed  againft  the  Ruffians,  Marlhal  Daun, 
as  well  as  the  Prince  of  Deux-Ponts,  advanced  with  all  their 
forces  to  the  Elbe,  to  furround  my  brother  Henry,  which 
hath  determined  me  to  commit  the  further  operations  againft 
the  Ruffians  to  Count  Dohna,  and  again  to  turn  myfelf  againft 
fhe  Auftrians.  X  left  the  Camp  at  Cuftrin  on  the  zd  infiant, 
and  am  marching  to  Lufatia,  bringing  with  me  a  good  body 
ct  forces.  I  have  reached  Luben  this  day,  the  5th,  and  I 
expeft  to  arrive  foon  enough  to  difengage  my  brother  Henry, 
and  difconcert  the  vaft  proje&s  of  the  Auftrians. 

Frederick.” 

-  J  !  *  '  T'' 

Majelly 
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Majefty  reached  Graflenheyn,  with  twenty-four 
battalions  and  a  great  body  of  cavalry,  on  the  9th 
of  September,  and  Drefden  on  the  eleventh.  As  ^  at 
his  Majefty  advanced,  the  Auftrians  withdrew 
from  the  frontiers  of  Brandenburgh  *,  General 
Laudohn  abandoned  all  the  Lower  Lufatia,  and 
even  the  fortrefs  of  Peitz.  Marlhal  Daun  retired 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden,  and  fell  back 
as  far  as  Zittau b. 

The 

b  Mar  dial  Daun,  having  taken  advantage  of  the  King’s  ab- 
fence,  who  was  gone  to  fight  the  Ruffians,  to  fall  upon  Saxony 
with  all  his  forces,  in  the  month  of  July  laft,  the  army  of 
the  empire  having  entered  it  on  another  fide,  by  Peterfvvalde, 
Count  Schmettau,  governor  of  Drefden,  thought  that  place 
in  fuch  imminent  danger,  that  he  found  himfelf  indifpenfably 
obliged  to  take  every  poffible  meafure  to  guard  againft  a  fur- 
prize,  and  to  hinder  the  Auftrians  from  carrying  the  place  by 
a  coup  de  main.  An  enterprize  of  this  nature  would  have 
been  the  more  eafy,  as  moft  of  the  houfes  of  the  fuburbs, 
from  the  gate  of  Pima  to  that  of  WilfdrnfF,  abfolutely  com¬ 
mand  the  body  of  the  town,  both  by  their  prodigious  height, 
being  fix  or  feven  (lories  high,  and  by  their  proximity  to  the 
rampart.  From  this  confederation  Count  Schmettau  caufed  it 
to  be  declared  to  the  court,  by  M.  deBofe,  chief  cup-bearer, 
that  as  foon  as  the  enemy  ffiould  make  a  (hew  of  attacking 
Drefden,  he  would  find  himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  necef- 
fjty  of  burning  the  fuburbs  ;  and  that,  for  that  end,  he  had 
juft  put  combuftible  matters  in  the  1  igheft  houfes,  and  thofe 
next  the  rampart,  that  his  orders  for  that  purpofe  might  be 
fpeedily  executed,  whenever  the  reafons  of  war  obliged  him 
to  iffiue  them  in  his  own  defence.  The  fame  declaration  was 
made  to  the  magiftrates,  the  governor  having  fent  for  the 
burgo-mafter  to  come  to  him.  The  court  and  the  city  earneftly 
implored,  that  this  misfortune  might  be  averted  from  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  but  the  governor  infilled,  that  it  would  be  mdif- 
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Thefe  motions  were  ftrong  indications  of  ter¬ 
ror  ;  but  an  overfight  in  the  encampment  of  the 
Pruffian  army  foon  changed  the  fcene,  and  fpi- 
opetltions.  rited  up  Count  Daun  into  a  refolution  to  furprize 
their  right  flank.  Though  his  Pruffian  Majefty 
had  joined  his  brother,  he  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  diflodge  the  Imperialists  from  the  ftrong  camp 

penfably  neceffary  to  come  to  that  extremity,  if  the  enemy 
themfelves  would  pay  no  refpedt  to  the  royal  refidence  ;  and 
caufed  every  thing  to  be  got  ready  for  the  execution  of  his 
threats. 

Mean  while  the  city,  as  well  as  the  ftates  of  Saxpny,  who 
were  then  affembled  at  Drefden,  Tent  a  deputation  to  M.  de 
JBorcke,  the  King  s  minifler,  to  intreat  him  to  intercede  with 
the  governor  in  their  behalf.  M'.  de  Borcke,  after  conferring 
with  Count  Schmettau,  anfwered  them,  that  it  depended  on 
the  court  and  the  city  themfelves,  to  prevent  the  attacking  of 
Drefden  ;  but  that  if  the  Auftrians  fhould  attack  it,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  fpare  the  fuburbs,  the  houfes  of  which  com¬ 
manded  the  ramparts,  the  governor  having  exprefs  orders  to 
defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity.  The  minifter,  at  the 
fame  time,  pointed  out  to  them  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
the  city  and  ihe  caflle,  and  even  the  royal  family,  would  be 
expofed,  if  he  fhould  be  forced  to  come  to  that  extremity,  as 
the  fire  of  the  fuburb  could  not  fail,  without  a  miracle,  to 
reach  the  town,  and  make  terrible  havock  :  He  at  the  fame 
time  conjured  the  deputies  of  the  ftates,  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  divert  the  ftorm,  and  not  to  confider  the  go¬ 
vernor's  declaration  as  a  vain  threat,  for  he  could  allure  them, 
upon  his  honour,  that  upon  the  firing  of  the  firft  cannon  againft 
the  town,  they  would  fee  the  fuburbs  on  fire. 

Marfhal  Daun  happily  changed  his  refolution,  upon  the 
King’s  approach,  who  was  returning  victorious  from  Zorn- 
dorfF;  and  the  governor  of  Drefden,  yielding  to  the  entreaties 
of  the  inhabitants,  ordered  the  combuftible  matters,  with 
which  he  had  filled  the  houfes,  to  be  removed, 
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at  Pirna  •,  nor  to  attack  M.  Daun,  encamped  more  A  -D. 
ftrongly  at  Stolpen,  with  bridges  of  communica¬ 
tion  ?aft  over  the  Elbe.  He  had  no  hopes  in  any 
other  means,  than  fo  to  place  himfelf,'  as  to  be 
able  to  cut  off  their  provifions.  With  this  inten¬ 
tion  his  Majefly  marched  to  Bautzen,  in  which 
ilation  he  could  communicate  with  Prince  Henry’s 
army,  cover  Brandenburg,  and  fuccour  Silefia  ; 
which  obliged  Daun  to  retreat  to  Zittau  •,  and 
from  thence  to  Rittlitz  ;  in  hopes  of  fome  fa¬ 
vourable  circumftance  to  enable  him  to  attack  the 
Pruffians  with  advantage,  or  to  prevent  the  King 
from  fuccouring  Silefia,  where  the  fiege  of  Neis  ^ 
was  formed.  As  the  Auftrian  general  retired,  retrcal. 
his  Majefty  advanced,  with  the  like  hopes  to  force 
him  to  a  battle,  or  to  penetrate  into  Silefia.  Ge¬ 
neral  Retzow  was,  for  that  purpofe,  detached  to 
take  pofleflion  of  Weiffenberg,  which  he  effedted. 

The  whole  army  marched,  diipoffeffed  the  Auftrians 
from  thp  village  of  Huchkirchen,  and  encamped 
in  its  neighbourhood  ;  but  negledled  to  occupy  King^ 
the  heights  that  commanded  that  village.  This  M.  Daun 
overfight  was  readily  improved  by  M.  Daun.  ^vantage. 
By  this  way  it  was  poffible  to  penetrate  through 
the  flank  of  the  enemy  *,  and  that  was  fufficient  to 
difconcert,  and  in  all  probability  to  ruin  the  whole 
Prufiian  army.  The  cautious  Daun  feized  the 
opportunity,  and  concerted  meafures  with  the  Im-* 
perial  general,  for  carrying  his  defign  into  execu¬ 
tion  •,  employed  the  flower  of  his  whole  army  in 
this  important  fervice,  and  pitched  upon  a  very 

dark  night  for  the  furprize.  The  night  between 
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A.D.  the  i3ch  and  14th  of  October,  favoured  his  de- 
fign.  It  was  not  only  dark,  but  very  foggy.  The 

Utatali.  trooPs  moved’  in  three  columns,  with°grcat  fc, 
teats. j  crecy,  and  after  gaining  the  ’heights  above-men¬ 
tioned,  they  poured  down  upon  the  village  of  Huch- 
kirchen,  cut  to  pieces  a  few  companies  polled  in  it, 
and  gained  polieffion  of  that  advantageous  poll. 

This  fhock  was  fo  fudden  and  unexpedted,  that 
the  Pruffians  had  not  time  to  llrike  their  tents, 
before  the  enemy  was  furioufly  cutting  their  way 
in  the  mid  ft  of  their  camp.  The  three  columns 
were  fo  well  conducted,  that  they  arrived  at  their 
refpeftive  llations  without  confufion,  before  they 
were  difcovered.  The  Pruffians  ran  to  their  arms 
half  naked,  and  without  any  order.  The  aftion 
began  at  Huchkirchen  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  continued  fome  time  before  the 
King  was  fufficiently,  apprized  thereof.  How¬ 
ever,  his  general  officers  in  that  quarter  made  a 
vigorous  Hand,  and  without  regard  to  precedence 
*  or  regiment,  affembled,  arranged  and  led  the 
troops,  that  could  get  their  arms,  up  to  the  at- 
kfiled.611^  tack*  die  beginning  of  this  engagement  Mar- 
flial  Keith  was  killed  by  two  mulket-balls  ;  and 
Pnncd  v lands  ox  Srunfwick  loll  his  head  by  a 
cannon-ball,  as  he  was  mounting  his  horfe.  The 
lois  oi  two  iuch  principal  commanders  increafed 
tn^.  danger,  as  well  as  difficulties  of  this  battle. 

■L  ne  King  had  the  whole  conduct  upon  his  own 
hands,  when  he  moll  wanted  affiftance. 

King  of  1  he  King,  alarmed  in  the  midll  of  an  horrid 
conduft  carnage,  exerted  all  his  perfonal  activity,  recol- 
£y.b”-  '  '  legion 
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fe&ion  and  addrefs,  and  made  the  beft  difpofitions, 
and  oppofed  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  in  the  beft 
manner  he  could,  in  fo  dark  a  night,  and  Inch 
confufion.  He  was  prefent  every  where,  animating 
his  troops  with  the  greateft  prefence  of  mind,  and 
by  expofing  his  own  perfon  to  the  fame  dangers, 
which  he  called  upon  them  to  face.  A  conduct 
that  ferved  him  in  more  ftead,  at  that  0 ideal 
jundture,  than  his  arms  and  in  fome  meafuie 
prevented  the  unfortunate  blow,  under  which  his 
caufe  might  probably  have  funk. 

M.  Daun  had  undertaken  the  grand  attack  of  Not  able 
the  Pruffian  right  wing,  where  the  King  com- J™*  Jf,1? 
manded,  and  had  taken  proper  meafures  not  only  ^ 
to  furprife,  but  to  deprive  it  of  all  means  of  re¬ 
inforcement.  So  that,  when  his  Pruffian  Majeuy 
grew  diffident  of  his  own  ftrength,  and  found 
himfelf  hard  preffed,  he  could  get  no  affi fiance 
from  his  left  wing,  which  was  at  that  inftant  vi- 
goroufly  attacked  by  the  Auftrians,  when  he  fent 
for  a  large  detachment  from  thence,  to  reinforce 
his  right  wing.  However,  this  would  not  have 
been  fufficient  to  oblige  him  to  retreat,  had  the 
attack  on  the  village  of  Huchkirchen  failed.  The 
poffeffion  of  this  poft  determined  the  fate  of  the 
day.  The  difpute  was  hotteft  there.  M.Daiwi 
charged  General  Laudhon  with  that  part  of  the 
attack.  This  general,  as  above,  furprized  the 
free  companies  in  it,  and  cut  them  to  pieces,  d  he 
Fruffians,  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  this  vil¬ 
lage,  attacked  the  Auftrians  with  the  utmoft  i'-iiy  ■> 
but  they  were  repulfed,  once,  twice,  and  thrice, 
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A.  D.  with  equal  bravery  on  both  Tides.  Yet  a  fourth 
l/>8'  affault  carried  the  pod  after  a  mod  obdinate  and 
bloody  difpute.  M.  Daun’s  fcheme  depending 
chiefly  on  the  polfeffion  of  this  village,  he  was  then 
refolved  to  make  every  poffible  effort  to  regain  it; 
and  by  reiterated  attacks,  with  frefh  troops  con¬ 
tinually  pouring  down  upon  it,  he  drove  the 
Pruffians  out,  at  lafl,  but  not  without  an  exceed¬ 
ing  great  lofs  of  his  men. 

Refolds  to  Thus  deprived  of  his  bed  officers  ;  not  in  a 
reuea'.  condition  to  draw  any  advantage  from  his  left  j 
driven  out  of  his  mod  important  pod  j  having 
lod  a  great  number  of  men  and  officers ;  and  def- 
pairing  of  vidtory,  his  Majedy  refolved  to  retreat 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning :  and  though 
^ndg°od  the  foldiers  had  never  been  properly  drawn  up  in 
order,  and  were  embarraffed  by  their  tents,  which 
continued  danding  during  the  whole  a&ion,  the 
retreat  was  performed  in  good  order,  and  without 
further  lofs,  to  the  adoniffiment  of  all,  under  the 
cover  of  a  great  fire  from  the  Pruffian  artillery, 
which  on  that  occafion  was  placed  in  the  centre  of 
his  van. 

Remarks  There  is  fomething  extremely  furprizing 
lH* j;  throughout  this  whole  affair  :  and  from  every 

point  rays  of  glory  encircle  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
,  jetty*  Here  we  read  of  an  army  under  the 
command  of  the  greated  generals  of  the  age,  fur- 
prized  in  fuch  a  fatal  manner,  that  the  out-guards 
could  not  give  the  alarm  of  the  enemy’s  approach. 
Here  alfo  we  read  of  an  inferior  army  furprized  in 
their  deep  -}  running  half  naked  to  their  arms  $ 

recovering 
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recovering  their  order',  fighting  defperately  for  A.D. 
five  hours,  and  at  laft  making  fuch  an  orderly  re¬ 
treat,  that  the  enemy  durft  not  purfue.  Here  the 
King’s  generalflfip  appeared  with  the  greateft 
luftre,  when  he  ffloft  wanted  wifdom  and  courage. 

The  wing  attacked  was  at  a  great  diftance  from 
his  own  quarters :  two  of  his  principal  command¬ 
ers  of  it  were  (lain  at  the  firft  onfet ;  others  were 
taken  prifoners  j  the  whole  wing  were  ready  to  turn 
their  backs  upon  the  enemy  :  yet  his  Majeity  gal- 
lopped  up  to  the  feat  of  greateft  danger,  drew 
fome  regularity  from  diforder,  arranged  the  diffe¬ 
rent  corps,  altered  pofitions,  reinforced  weak  polls, 
encouraged  the  foldiery  •,  twice  repulfed  the  ene¬ 
my  attacked  them  four  times  •,  and  being  over¬ 
born  only  by  numbers  and  fatigue,  made  an  order¬ 
ly  retreat.  Thefe  are  addons  that  were  never 
found  in  any  general  before,  and  are  to  be  looked 
for  only  in  that  grand  refource  of  military  abili¬ 
ties,  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

His  Pruffian  Maiefty  fell  back  with  his  right  His  own 
wing  to  Weiffenbourg:  his  left  remained  at  Baut-  this  battle< 
zent:  and  he  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Doberf- 
chutz  or  Deebruchutz  •,  from  whence  he  wrote  to 
all  his  minifters  at  foreign  courts,  “  Having  ac- 
“  quainted  you  by  the  laft  c  poll  with  the  firft  cii- 
^  “  cumftances 

C  •Whitehall,  Oftober  24. 

This  morning  a  meffenger  arrived  at  the  Earl  of  Holder- 
jneffe’s  office,  with  letters  from  Andrew  Mitchell,  Efq,  13 
Majefty’s  minifter  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  dated  the  16th  m- 
ftant  from  Drefden,  importing. 
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“  cumftances  of  the  a&ion  of  the  14th,  I  .now 
“  fend  the  annexed  relation  d  of  that  affair,  which 

“  you 


That  on  the  14th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  the  right  wing 
of  the  Pruffian  army,  encamped  near  Hoch-Kirch,  was  unex- 
pedledly  attacked  by  the  Auftrians,  and  put  into  fome  confu- 
fion  ;  but  that  the  brave  refiftance  made  by  the  regiments  of 
the  Margrave  Charles,  and  the  Prince  of  Pruffia,  gave  time 
to  tne  relt  of  the  troops  to  get  under  arms ;  and  that,  the 
King  of  Pruffia  coming  in  perfon  to  that  part  of  the  army, 
the  enemy  was  repulfed.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  afterwards 
thought  proper  to  remove  his  camp  from  Hoch-Kirch,  and 
retire  with  his  right  wing  towards  Budiffin ;  fo  that  the  poft  it 
now  occupies,  is  between  Budiffin  and  Weiffenburg,  with  the 
head  quarters  at  Deebruchutz. 

Marfhal  Keith,  and  Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick,  were  un¬ 
fortunately  killed  in  the  confufiop  at  the  beginning  of  the  ac¬ 
tion.  Prince  Maurice  of  Deffau,  and  Major-General  Geift, 
are  flightly  wounded. 

d  A>1  authentic  relation,  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  cf  the  battle 
on  the  1 1  th  infant. 

In  the  night  between  the  13th  and  14th,  M.  Daun  attacked 
our  right,  and  as,  befides  the  obfeurity  of  the  night,  which 
was  extremely  dark,  there  was  a  very  thick  fog,  the  pandours, 
having  diflodged  our  battalion  franc,  which  were  at  the  ex- 
ti-mity  of  our  flank,  flipped  by  into  the  village  and  fet  it  on 
fire,  which  obliged  the  battalion  that  covered  the  flank  of  the 
vallage  to  abandon  it,  and  retire  to  fome  diftance ;  the  Auftrians 
made  (evera!  attempts  to  get  by  the  village,  but  were  repulfed 
as  well  by  our  infantry  as  our  cavalry  :  at  the  fame  time  Gene¬ 
ral  Retzow  was  attacked  by  the  Prince  of  Durlach  ;  but  after 
having  lepul.ed  the  enemy  and  taken  300  prifoners,  he  came 
to  join  the  army,  of  which  the  left  was  attacked  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  had  received  orders  to  re-inforce  the  right.  In 
c°nfequence  of  thefe  orders,  the  battalion  de  Seleifl  was  de¬ 
tached,  and  had  nearly  effefted  its  purpofe,  but  being  too  far 
advanced,  w>  repulfe  the  enemy,  could  not  re  join  the  army, 

and 
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*•'  you  may  boldly  publifh  in  the  place  where  you  A.  D. 
“  are,  as  an  authentic  piece,  written  according  to 
“  the  molt  exadl  truth  j  in  which  I  own  my  lofs, 

and  was  therefore  obliged  to  throw  down  their  arms.  The 
poll  on  the  right  had  been  fuftained  four  hours  and  a  half,  and 
it  was  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  when  our  army  received  or¬ 
ders  to  retire.  General  Retzow  joined  it,  and  it  now  occupies 
the  pod  of  Biertitz  and  Dobrefchutz.  We  have  loft  Marfhal 
Keith  and  Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwiek,  who  can  never  be 
fufficiently  regretted.  Prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  is  wounded, 
and  as  he  was  going  to  Bautzen  in  a  coach  was  taken  prifoner. 

General  de  Geift  is  wounded  in  the  arm,  and  Crockrow,  of 

the  curaffiers,  in  the  Ihoulder. 

The  King,  the  Margrave,  and  all  the  generals  prefent  in 
the  adlion,  received  contufions,  or  had  horles  foot  under  them* 

We  cannot  exactly  eftimate  our  lofs,  but  are  fure  it  does  not 
exceed  3000.  The  darknefs  of  the  night  prevented  the  regi¬ 
ments  on  the  right  from  ftriking  their  tents,  which  greatly  in¬ 
commoded  them,  and  in  confequence  of  which  they  fell  into 
the  enemy’s  hands ;  thefe,  however,  are  misfortunes  which  in 
the  chances  of  war,  are  fometimes  inevitable.  We  have 
about  500  of  the  enemy  prifoners,  among  whom  is  the  Gene¬ 
ral,  Marquis  de  Vittelefchi.  We  hope  foon  to  give  the  public 
better  news.— To  this  relation  it  may  be  added,  that  fince  the 
Writing  of  it  our  lofs  is  much  diminilhed  by  the  return  of  a 
great  number  of  foldiers,  who  were  fcattered  in  the  confufion* 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  is  known  to  be  far  more  confiderable 
than  ours. 

The  Ruffian  army  is  decamped  from  Stargard,  and  is  march- 
ing  with  great  precipitation  by  Reetz  and  Kalies,  two  towns 
in  the  New  Marche,  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland. 

Marfhal  Keith  was  foot  dead  the  firft  difcharge  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  mufquetry.  He  received  the  bullet  in  his  breaft,  dropt 
down,  and  never  fpoke  a  word  afterward. 

Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwiek  received  his  death  by  a  cannon 
ball,  which  carried  off  his  head  juft  as  he  was  mounting  his 
horfe. 
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“  which  is  not  great,  without  having  recourfe  td 
“  fuch  falfities  as  the  court  of  Vienna  and  Peterf- 
“  burgh  ufually  fpread  on  iuch  occafions.  You  fed 
“  alfo  by  this  detail  that  it  was  not  a  battle,  but 
“  an  attack  of  polls  only  ;  by  which  the  Aultrians 
“  gained  no  other  advantage,  than  that  of  diflodg- 
tc  ing  my  troops  from  an  eminence,  without  daring 
to  follow  me,  and  without  being  able  to  force 
“  me  to  retire  above  half  a  league*  where  I  keep 
“  my  ground  and  Wait  for  them,  ready  to  begin  a 
u  fecond  engagement,  as  foon  as  the  opportunity 
offers.  It  is  certain  that  the  lofs  of  the  enemy 
“  is  much  greater  than  mine  ;  a  circumftance,  of 
<e  which  you  will  not  fail  to  avail  yourfelf :  that 
“  the  Aultrians  may  not  impofe  upon  the  public 
“  by  falfe  and  exaggerated  relations  e.” 

Confider 

e  The  reader  may  judge  of  the  jultnefs  of  his  Pruffian  Ma¬ 
jesty's  remarks  by  the  account  that  follows,  firft  publilhed  in 
the  BrulTels Gazette,  October  30. 

Account  of  the  hat  lie  fought  the  ifth  of  O  Holer,  1758,  at  Hock 
Kitchen  in  Lufatia,  by  the  Imperial  and  Royal  army,  under  Field- 
Marjhal  Count  Daun,  and  of  the  complete  vidlory  it  obtained 
ever  that  of  the  King  of  PrujJia,  commanded  by  the  King  U 
per  fan. 

Vhe  enemy  marched  on  the  10th  inftant,  and  came  and 
encamped  in  light  of  the  imperial  and  royal  army,  their  right 
occupying  the  eminences  of  Hoch-Kirchen,  and  their  left  ex¬ 
tending  to  Kottitz.  The  King  of  Pruflia  made  the  more 
hafte  to  take  that  polition,  as  he  judged  it  moll  necelfary  both 
to  fecure  the  communication  with  Silefia,  by  Gorlitz,  and  alfo 
to  iupport  the  body  of  troops,  about  8000  ftrong,  which  oc¬ 
cupied  the  advantageous  carhp  of  WeifTcnberg,  and  which  we 
refolved  to  attack  on  the  nth,  and  cut  off  from  the  main  body 
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Confider  this  reprefentation  of  the  affair  at  Hoch-  A-  D 
kirchen,  and  it  will  be  found  that  his  Pruffian 

Majefty’s 

of  the  army.  This  motion  of  the  King  determined  the  Mar- 
fhal  to  advance  his  right :  he  caufed  the  hill  of  Stromberg  to 
be  immediately  occupied  by  five  battalions,  and  the  village  of 
Gloffe  by  four  battalions  of  grenadiers.  Both  thefe  polls 
could  be  fupported  by  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  There  was 
no  time  to  lofe  in  taking  this  pofition,  which  hindered  the  Pruf- 
fians  from  marching  to  Gorlitz,  without  giving  them  battle. 

The  King  advanced  towards  the  imperial  and  royal  army  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  corps  of  Weiffenberg  made  a  motion  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  hill  of  Stromberg,  and  confequently  of 
the  road  to  Gorlitz  ;  but  feeing  their  defign  prevented,  this 
corps  returned  to  their  former  pofl. 

On  the  nth,  the  Marfhal  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  the 
enemy,  and  refolved  to  attack  their  right  wing,  though  cover¬ 
ed  by  the  eminences,  and  the  poll  of  Hoch-Kirchen.  The 
intrenchments  and  batteries  upon  the  eminences,  and  at  the 
village  of  Hoch-Kirchen,  on  which  the  King  made  his  men 
Work  continually,  rendered  the  execution  of  this  defign  very 
difficult.  To  make  it  fucceed,  it  was  neceffary  to  find  a  way 
through  the  thick  woods  behind  our  army,  to  come  at  the  ene¬ 
my  with  advantage.  To  judge  by  the  event,  it  fhould  feem, 
that  the  King  of  Pruffia  never  dreamt  of  the  poffibility  of  fuch 
an  enterprize.  The  advantageous  pofition  of  the  imperial 
and  royal  army  feetned  indeed  to  render  it  moil  expedient  to 
wait  for  the  enemy,  who  could  not  execute  their  defign  with¬ 
out  coming  to  a  general  aCtion  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  marfhal 
was  informed,  that  the  obflacle,  occafioned  by  the  difficulty  of 
the  roads,  might  be  removed,  the  ardour  of  the  officers  and 
private  men,  who  were  moil  eager  to  engage,  and  the  fecurity 
of  the  enemy,  who  by  their  motions  appeared  to  have  not  the 
lead  expectation  of  being  attacked,  confirmed  him  in  the  re. 
folution  to  begin  the  attack,  notwithflanding  the  great  diffi¬ 
culties  he  had  to  furmount. 

The  Marfhal  no  fooner  laid  thefe  motives  before  the  gene¬ 
ral  officers  of  his  army,  than  an  attack  was  unanimoufly  re- 
Vol.  III.  Z  folved 
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A.  D.  Majefty’s  greateft  lofs  happened  in  die  death  of 
17581  his  favourite  general  M.  Keith.  This  was  an  ir¬ 
reparable 


folvedon.  It  was  to  have  been  executed  the  13th;  but  the 
large  compafs  which  the  artillery  was  obliged  to  make,  and 
the  obdacles  which  Hood  in  the  way  of  fome  difpofitions  ne- 
ceflary  for  fecuring  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  made  it  be 
deferred  till  next  day.  The  more  to  deceive  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  the  marlhal  had  on  the  1  ith  caufed  barricades  of  trees  to 
be  made  in  the  wood  on  his  left,  that  is  to  fay,  oppofite  to  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy  ;  and  redoubts  to  be  raifed  at  proper 
diltances  along  the  front  of  his  own  army.  At  the  fame  time 
M.  de  Laudohn  had  orders  to  pod  himfelf  near  this  wood. 

All  thefe  difpofitions  being  at  lad  completed,  the  Marlhal’S 
plan  was  executed  with  all  poffible  exadtnefs.  The  different 
columns  and  the  artillery,  dedined  for  the  attack,  having  tra- 
verfed  the  woods  by  very  difficult  roads,  arrived  about  four  in 
the  morning,  within  gun  (hot  of  the  advanced  pods  of  the 
enemy,  without  being  perceived.  At  five  o’clock  all  the  co¬ 
lumns  attacked  at  once  ;  and  though  fome  deferters  had  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  in  the  night,  their  reports  only  ferved  to 
increafe  their  fecurity  ;  for  all  that  they  could  'tell  them  was, 
that  our  left  marched  backwards.  Before  day-light  the  ad¬ 
vanced  guards  of  the  columns,  and  thecorps  under  M.  de  Lau¬ 
dohn,  had  with  great  bravery  made  themfelves  maders  of  the 
pod  of  Hoch-Kirchen,  and  alfo  of  the  eminences  behind  the 
camp.  At  day-break  our  foot  were  poffeffed  of  the  eminences, 
and  were  formed  in  order  of  battle  in  the  very  camp  of  the 
Pruffians.  A  few  minutes  after  this  the  Duke  of  Aremberg 
attacked  their  left,  and  made  himfelf  mader  alfo  of  the  re¬ 
doubts  the  enemy  had  there.  Notwithdanding  the  obfiinate 
defence  of  the  enemy,  they  were  forced  to  yield  to  the  viva¬ 
city  of  the  attack  made  by  our  infantry,  which,  without  be¬ 
ing  fupported  by  artillery,  broke  their  rank's  in  fome  places 
fword  in  hand,  in  others  with  their  bayonets  fixed. 

Our  van-guard  and  grenadiers  feeing  the  enemy  driven  from 
Hoch-Kirchen,  and  their  right  retiring,  liftening  only  to  the 

ardour 


reparable  misfortune  to  lofe  fo  great  a  matter  ex-  A 
perienced  in  the  art  of  war.  But  every  other 

damage 

ardour  of  their  zeal,  purfued  them,  contrary  to  the  Marfhal's 
exprefs  orders.  Mean  time  the  enemy’s  infantry  rallied,  and 
obliged  ours  to  retire.  At  the  fame  inftant  Hoch-Kirchen  was 
attacked  by  the  flower  of  the  Pruffian  troops,  and  the  fire  of 
the  artillery  and  fmall  arms  began  to  be  extremely  hot. 

The  enemy,  after  returning  three  times  to  the  charge,  at 
length  made  themfelves  mailers  of  part  of  the  village  :  but  as 
the  fate  of  the  day  depended  upon  that  poll,  they  met  with  the 
moft  vigorous  refiflance.  To  fuftain  this  poll,  the  regiments 
of  Clerici,  Bathyani,  Stachtenberg,  Vieux-Colloredo,  and 
after  them  thofe  of  Arbers,  Los-Rios,  and  Puella,  were  made 
to  advance  fucceflively,  as  alfo  the  carabiniers  and  horfe  gre¬ 
nadiers,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  d’AyJias.  The 
regiment  of  Clerici  fuffered  greatly  on  this  occafion  ;  but  that 
of  Bethyani  took  four  colours,  and  300  prifoners.  Whilft  the 
marlhal  was  doing  his  utmoft  to  fupport  our  troops  at  Hoch- 
Kirchen,  the  reft  of  our  left  kept  a  continual  fire  upon  the 
enemy  without  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement,  till  they  were 
Jure  that  we  (hould  be  abfolutely  mailers  of  that  important  poll. 
The  unlhaken  firmnefs  of  the  imperial  and  royal  troops  hav¬ 
ing  at  length  deprived  the  Pruflians  of  all  hope  of  retaking  it, 
they  retired  under  the  fire  of  a  numerous  artillery,  which  was 
placed  in  the  centre  of  their  camp.  Field-Mailhal  Keith, 
who  commanded  the  right  of  the  enemy  in  this  bloody  battle, 
was  killed,  as  were  Prince  Francis  ofBrunfwick  and  General 
Kleift.  The  former  was  interred,  after  the  battle,  with  all 
the  honours  due  to  his  rank. 

While  the  battle  was  fought  with  fo  great  warmth  on  that 
fide,  the  horfe  of  our  left  were  forced  to  give  way ;  but  by  the 
indefatigable  zeal  of  Count  O’Donnel,  general  of  horfe,  and 
the  other  generals,  they  were  immediately  rallied  ;  CountT 
Lafcy,  on  his  fide,  with  five  companies  of  horfe  grenadiers 
and  carabiniers,  draughted  from  the  regiments  of  Deux-Ponts, 
O’Donnel,  Serbelloni,  Anfpach,  and  Buccow,  fell  upon  the 

Z  2  enemy’s 


356 

A.  D. 

1758. 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

damage  of  his  army  might  be  eafily  repaired. 
Therefore  we  fee  his  Majefty  waiting  for  the  ene¬ 
my 

enemy’s  foot  which  were  marching  againft  our  left.  The 
bravery  of thefe  troops  foon  recovered  our  former  advantages, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  general,  who  commanded  them,  greatly 
contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  a£lion.  M.  de  Tillier,  ma¬ 
jor-general,  merits  the  fame  praife.  Both  difplayed,  on  this 
memorable  day,  no  lefs  Mil  than  bravery. 

The  terrible  fire  of  the  Prufiian  artillery  and  fmall  arms 
having  greatly  thinned  the  ranks  of  our  foot,  the  marfhal 
made  them  clofe  as  much  as  poflible,  and  again  led  them 
againft  the  enemy.  At  the  fame  time,  Baron  Buccow  and 
the  Duke  of  Aremberg,  forced  their  way  through  defiles. 
Which  they  had  orders  to  pafs ;  and  the  continual  fire  they 
made  upon  the  enemy,  forced  them  to  retire.  A  part  of  the 
infantry  and  cavalry,  which  compofed  the  corps  at  Weiflem- 
berg,  attempted  to  go  to  the  afliflance  of  the  left  of  the  Pruf- 
fians :  but  Baron  Buccow  immediately  caufed  the  regiments  of 
O’Donnel  and  Anhalt  Zerbft,  commanded  by  the  Generals 
Count  de  Zollern  and  Bettow,  to  advance,  who  attacked  the 
head  of  this  reinforcement  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  it  was  no 
fooner  attacked,  than  routed. 

Seeing  themfelves  thus  vanquifhed  on  every  fide,  not  by  fu- 
periority  of  numbers,  but  folely  by  the  valour  of  our  troops, 
the  enemy  retired,  to  gain  the  eminences  behind  them,  which 
favoured  their  retreat.  At  nine  o  clock  their  fire  flackened 
confiderably,  and  they  wholly  retired  to  the  plain  of  Predlitz, 
where  the  good  countenance  of  their  cavalry  gave  the  reft  of 
their  army  time  to  form. 

All  was  over  by  ten,  and  the  Marfhal  fent  M.  de  Laudohn, 
With  three  regiments  of  dragoons,  viz  thofe  of  Lowenftein, 
Deux-Ponts,  and  Darmiladt,  to  purfue  the  enemy. 

We  took  the  whole  camp  of  the  Pruffians  and  all  their  bag¬ 
gage.  The  regiments  of  their  right  wing  had  fcarce  time  to 
take  up  their  arms.  The  number  of  cannon  we  took  at  the 
beginning  of  the  affair,  during  the  action,  and  in  the  purfuit, 

amounts 
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* 

my  at  about  half  a  league  diftance  from  the  field  A.  ■ D. 
of  battle,  (if  this  attack  of  pofts  may  be  allowed 
that  name)  and  daring  the  Auftrians  to  return  to 
the  charge,  but  without  effe<5t.  Daun  refumed  his  s 

old  fcheme  of  afting  upon  the  defenfive.  He  had  aftwthe 
paid  very  dear,  in  this  laft  affair,  ior  hazarding  an 
attack  under  the  mod  favourable  circumftances  to 
promife  him  fuccefs.  Having  miffed  of  his  aim* 
where  he  fought  with  every  advantage  on  his  fide  ; 
fie  dared  not  rifk  another  battle,  upon  equal  terms, 

amounts  to  101,  among  which  are  eight  24,  and  thirty-feven 
iz  pounders.  A  great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  warlike 

implements  have  alfo  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  more  are  ftill 

bringing  in,  as  well  as  artillery.  We  have  taken  upwards  of 
28  colours  and  two  llandards  from  the  enemy.  Thefe  un¬ 
doubted  proofs  of  victory  were  prefented  on  the  1 8th  to  their 
Imperial  and  Royal  Majeflies  by  M.  de  Tillier. 

We  may  compute  the  Id's  of  the  enemy  already,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  deferters,  at  10,000  at  lead.  We  cannot  juftly 
tell  what  our  lofs  is. 

The  great  number  of  dead  that  covered  the  ground,  and 
the  cold,  which  began  to  be  very  fevere,  determined  the  mar- 
Ihal  to  make  the  troops,  already  greatly  fatigued,  return  to 
their  old  camp.  His  excellency,  however,  left  the  brigade  of 
Count  Colloredo,  with  the  companies  of  grenadiers  and  cara- 
biniers,  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  bury  the  dead,  and  take  care 
of  the  wounded.  The  camp,  of  which  we  made  ourfelves 
mailers,  was  given  up  to  be  pillaged.  According  to  the  ad¬ 
vices  we  have  received,  the  enemy  encamped  the  night  after 
the  battle  at  Klein  Bautzen.” 

By  a  lift  annexed  to  the  above  relation,  the  Auftrians  make 
the  total  of  their  killed  1020  ;  and  of  their  wounded  3972, 
the  miffing  not  mentioned.  Thus  by  the  Auftrian  accounts 
of  their  lofs,  it  exceeded  that  of  the  Pruffians  by  fome  thou- 
fands,  the  whole  lofs  of  the  latter  in  killed,  wounded  and 
miffing,  being  only  3000  men. 

Z  3  with 
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with  a  general  and  an  army,  rendered  more  vigi¬ 
lant  and  refolute  by  the  check  they  had  received, 
and  eager  to  wipe  off  that  imaginary  difgrace  of 
fuffering  an  enemy,  that  flew  from  them  by  day, 
to  furprize  them  afleep  in  their  tents,  like  thieves, 
under  the  cover  of  the  night.  For,  this  very 
Daun,  who  boafted  of  his  dubious  vidtory,  inftead 
of  purfuing  the  Pruffians,  or  feeking  to  improve 
his  pretended  fuccefs  in  the  late  action,. entrenched 
his  forces  up  to  the  teeth,  and  fortified  himfelf 
with  a  numerous  artillery  on  the  eminences  about 
his  camp,  to  fecure  his  army  from  an  attack,  by 
thofe  he  vainly  reprefented  to  be  a  vanquifhed 
enemy. 

His  Prufiian  Majefty  in  this  fituation,  having 
no  hopes  to  draw  the  Auftrians  to  a  fair  engage¬ 
ment,  and  taught,  by  experience,  the  danger  of 
attacking  them  in  fuch  an  advantageous  camp  * 
feeing  alfo  the  neceflity  of  his  immediate  affiftance 
both  in  Saxony,  to  counteradt  the  united  force  of 
the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts,  and  in  Silefia,  al¬ 
ready  over-run  by  the  Auftrians,  ant)  upon  the 
eve  of  forcing  Neifs  to  furrender  to  his  enemies, 
determined  in  this  dilemma,  not  to  watch  the  un¬ 
certain  motions  of  M.  Daun,  nor  to  prefer  the 
covering  of  Saxony,  to  his  more  important  in- 
tereft  in  Silefia,  ke  ordered  a- large  detachment  to 
march  under  Prince  Henry  from  Saxony,  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Neifs,  and  on  the 
24th  of  Odtober,  broke  up  his  own  camp  at  Do- 
herfchutz,  and  marched  to  Gorlitz.  However, 
this  was  not  done  with  that  fecrecy,  but  Daun  was 

foon 
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foon  apprized  of  it,  and  penetrated  into  the  King  s 
intention.  Gorlitz  was  a  poft,  which  would  give 
the  party  in  poffeffion  a  confiderable  advantage. 

The  Auftrian  general  therefore  made  a  pulh  to  fe-  by  the 
cure  it  before  the  Pruffians :  But  they  got  no  fur-  Auftrians. 
ther  than  Landfcron.  Here  a  fkirmifh  enfued 
with  the  Pruffian  vanguard.  The  Auftrians  were  Asians 
worfted  and  loft  800  men  ;  by  which  Daun  loft  all 
the  advantages  .gained  at  Hochkirchen,  and  his 
advantageous  encampment  after  that  aftion.  Ge¬ 
neral  Laudohn  was  detached  with  24,000  men  to 
follow  the  Pruffians,  but  with  no  effedl.  The 
road  was  entirely  open  from  Gorlitz  into  Silefia, 
andhisPruffian  Majefty  purfued  his  march  with¬ 
out  any  material  interruption  to  Noffen  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Neifs  •,  where  his  whole  army 
arrived  on  the  6th  ot  November. 

Neifs  had  been  invefted  ever  fince  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  and  prolecuted  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
by  °the  Generals  Harfch  and  de  Ville,  from  the 
3d  of  Odlober.  The  garrifon  defended  it  with  ^^2 
the  greateft  bravery,  determined  not  to  furrender  ** 
without  the  King’s  fpecial  order  ;  who,  to  their  of  Neifs. 
great  joy,  advanced  to  their  relief  on  the  7th  of 
November.  The  Auftrian  General  immediately  Neffs  rajf_ 
raifed  the  fiege,  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity  ed. 
of  ammunition  and  ftores  behind  him  ,  and  rc- 

f  22,000  cannon  balls  of  24  lb.  vvt.  23,000  ditto  of  12  lb. 
wt.  1700  bomb  fhells  of  75  lb.  vvt.  3900  ditto  50  lb.  wt.  6100 
ditto  of  30  lb.  vvt.  6000  ditto  of  10  and  7  lb.  vvt.  200,000 
granadoes ;  500  iron  crows,  1000  joifts,  500  thick  planks  for 
batteries,  and  10  gunpowder  magazines. 

Z  4  Paffed 
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patted  the  Neifs ;  but  not  without  confiderable 
lofs ;  for  General  Trefkow,  the  governor  of  Neifs, 
who  had  behaved  with  fo  much  gallantry  and  con- 
dud  in  the  fiege,  lallied  out  upon  the  fugitives, 
and  cut  between  feven  and  800  pandours  to  pieces. 
The  Auftrians,  who  had  blockaded  Cofel  for  fome 
time,  received  the  panic,  and  made  the  belt  of 
their  way  to  join  the  army  retired  from  before 
Neifs  •,  and  thefe  united  retreated  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation  into  Auftrian  Silefia  and  Bohemia. 

Thus  the  main  point,  which  was  laboured  by 
M.  Daun,  to  prevent  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  raif_ 
ing  the  fiege  of  Neifs,  after  the  adion  at  Hock- 
kirchen,  being  rendered  abortive ;  his  next  point 
in  view  was  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  Majefty  V 
abfence,  and  the  confiderable  diftance  of  his  army, 
to  wreft  Saxony  out  of  his  pofiefiion.  So  that 
having  failed  of  fecuring  the  pafs  at  Gorlitz,  the 
Auftrian  General  formed  a  fcheme  to  reduce 
Drefden,  Leipfick,  and  Torgau.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  undertook  Drefden  with  the  main  body 
of  his  own  army  :  he  committed  the  redudion  of 
Leipfick,  to  the  Prince  de  Deuxponts :  and  Tor¬ 
gau,  to  a  corps  under  General  Haddick  :  on  a 
preemption,  that  Prince  Henry  had  not  fufficient 
ftrength  to  maintain  his  ground. 

Intent  upon  this  plan  of  operations,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  force  to  obftrud  his  march,  Count  Daun, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  palled  the  Elbe  at  Pirna, 
with  60,000  men,  in  expedatipn  qf  the  furrender 
of  Drefden  upon  his  appearance.  The  army  of 
the  empire  had  cut  off  Prince  Henry’s  commu- 

picatioq 
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pication  with  Leipfick,  and  had  alfo  invefted  it.  ^D. 
General  Haddick  marched  with  all  expedition  to 
Torgau. 

Prince  Henry  in  thefe  {traits,  threw  himfelf  into 
the  city  of  Drefden,  and  retired  to  the  other  fide  treats, 
of  the  Elbe,  and  left  General  Schmettau,  with 
1  2,oqo  men,  to  defend  the  city,  of  great  extent 
and  badlv  fortified.  The  Auftrian  General,  on  Daun  aP, 
the  7th,  the  very  day  his  Prufiian  Majefty  railed  fore  Dref. 
the  fiege  of  Neifs,  convinced  the  governor,  that  dcn' 
his  defign  was  againft  the  capital,  and  drove  him  Thegover- 
to  the  necefiity  to  replace  the  combuftibles  in  the  pares  for 
houfes  of  the  fuburbs,  which  furround  the  city  its  defence, 
ditch  and  command  the  ramparts,  and  had  been 
removed  ip  the  July  preceding,  when  Daun  re¬ 
tired  from  before  that  city,  on  the  approach  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  in  his  return  from  chaftifing 
the  Ruffians  near  Cuftrin. 

The  necefiity  of  this  refolution  is  accounted  Reafons 
for,  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  fuburbs  ;  it  being  ing  the 
impofiible  for  the  governor  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  fuburbs* 
getting  poflfeffion  of  them  by  a  coup  de  main; 
moft  of  the  houfes  within  the  fuburbs,  from  the 
gate  of  Pirna  to  the  gate  of  Wilfdruff,  command¬ 
ing  the  body  of  the  town,  not  only  by  their  proxi¬ 
mity  to  the  ramparts,  but  by  their  prodigious 
height  of  feven  and  eight  (lories.  However  this 
was  a  mod  deplorable  expedient  to  fave  the  city. 

For,  thefe  fuburbs  were  equal  to  one  of  the  fined 
cities  in  Europe,  and  much  fuperior  to  Drefden 
within  the  walls  •,  both  on  account  of  its  (lately 
buildings,  inhabitants,  and  curious  manufactories. 

The 


A.  D. 

1758. 

The  gover¬ 
nor  gives 
notice  of 
this  refolu- 
tion. 

The  an- 
i'wer  of  the 
Saxon 
court. 


Out  guards 
placed. 


Endea¬ 
vours  to 
prevent  the 
ruin  of  the 
fuburbs. 


The  governor  informed  the  court,  by  M.  de 
Bofe,  the  chief  cup  bearer,  of  his  refolution.  That 
if  the  enemy’s  army  fhould  approach  the  fuburbs, 
he  would  that  inftant  fet  fire  to  them.  Who  re¬ 
ceived  for  anfwer.  That  the  hands  of  the  court 
being  tied,  they  were  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  all 
circumftances,  and  wait  the  laft  extremities  ; 
therefore  the  governor  might  follow  the  motion  of 
his  own  will,  or  do  whatever  he  thought  he  could 
anfwer.  Accordingly  on  the  8th,  the  enemy’s 
advanced  troops  having  attacked  the  huflTars  and 
independent  battalions,  polled  at  Streilfen  and 
Gruene-Wiefe,  and  the  Aullrians  might  find 
means,  as  the  night  drew  on,  to  find  their  way 
pell-mell  into  the  fuburb,  by  repelling  and  pur- 
fuing  the  advanced  polls,  he  firll  detached  Colonel 
Itzenplitz,  with  700  men  and  fomc  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  on  the  9th  in  the  morning,  to  take  poll  in 
the  redoubts  lurrounding  the  fuburbs,  to  ibpport 
the  hulfars  and  independent  battalions  in  cafe  of 
need ;  and  then  about  noon,  forefeeing  all  his 
care  that  way  would  be  to  no  purpofe,  he  renewed 
his  remonllrance  to  the  magiftrates  of  the  town, 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  incumbent  upon  him  to 
fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs,  upon  the  firll  appearance 
of  an  Aullrian  in  them :  and  further  told  them, 
that  this  would  be  the  lafl  notice  he  fhould  give 
them.  But  he  got  no  other  anfwer  from  them, 
but  fhrugging  of  fhoulders,  and  deploring  the 
misfortune  ol  their  fellow  citizens  •,  though  the 
governor  told  them,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
their  court  to  avert  the  calamity. 


While 
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While  the  governor  tried  thefe  fair  means  to  prc- 
vent  a  conflagration,  the  Auftrian  van-guard  at- 
tacked  the  advanced  pofts,  and  forced  the  hufiars  attack  the 
and  Monjou’s  independent  battalion  to  quit  the  *^ced 
great  garden  and  retire  into  the  fubuibs.  They 
then  attacked  the  fmall  redoubts,  forced  three  of 
them,  and  penetrated  to  Zinzendorff-houfe,  and 
the  draw  bridge  of  Pirna  gate,  on  which  they 
left  one  foldier  killed  and  during  this  attack, 
the  enemy’s  cannon  played  into  the  city.  Yet  the 
governor  did  not  proceed  to  extremities.  Though 
this  was  an  open  attack  upon  both  the  fuburbs  and 
the  town,  no  houfe  was  fet  on  fire.  The  cannon  ^ 
upon  the  ramparts  drove  the  Auftrians  back,  and  cannon* 
before  night  he  obliged  them  to  quit  the  redoubts. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  under  General  Izen- 
plitz  marched  through  the  city,  pafifed  the  Elbe, 
and  encamped  under  the  cannon  of  the  New 
Town.  General  Meyer  was  charged  with  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  fuburbs,  with  his  independent  batta¬ 
lions,  and  four  others,  with  pofitive  orders  to  fet 
fire  to  them,  if  he  found  reafon  to  proceed  to  that 
extremity,  after  giving  notice  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  preparations  for  an  afifault,  by  the  enemy’s 
eredling  of  batteries,  and  planting  cannon  in  the  attack  the 
night,  and  the  fmart  fire  upon  thofe,  who  were  y 
fent  beyond  the  barriers  to  reconnoitre,  being  re¬ 
ported  to  the  governor,  and  he  being  convinced, 
that  his  ftrength  was  in  no  condition  to  prevent 
the  Auftrians  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
fuburbs,  becaufe  the  height  of  the  houfes  obftrudt- 
ed  the  fervice  of  the  cannon  from  the  ramparts, 

and 
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and  the  magiftrates  and  court  not  willing  to  inter- 
pcfe  in  fuch'  a  critical  jun&ure,  he  permitted  Ge¬ 
neral  Meyer  to  give  the  fignal,  and  at  three  in  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fuburb  of  Pirna,  the  houfes  adjoining  to  the  ditch, 
and  two  of  the  fuburb  of  Wilfdorff,  were  in 
flames6.  The  fix  battalions,  with  the  700  men 
from  the  redoubts  entered  the  town  by  the  three 
gates,  which  were  immediately  barricaded ;  and 
after  fix  in  the  morning,  there  was  not  a  Prufiian 
in  the  fuburbs;  notwithftanding  the  many  falfe- 
hoods  publilhed  on  this  occafion,  by  the  court  of 
Vienna,  to  impeach  the  humanity  of  the  Prufiian 
general :  though  the  court  of  Drefden  were  fofen- 
fible  of  his  humane  conduit,  that  they  thanked 
him  for  the  good  order  he  caufed  to  be  obferved 
during  thefe  troubles. 

M.  Daun  pretended  to  be  greatly  furprized  at 
the  fight  of  thefe  flames,  and  fent  Colonel  Sa- 

s  Ifi  of  the  houfes  burnt  in  the  fuburbs  of  Drefden,  from  the 
certificate  ftgned  by  the  judges. 

Koufes,  feven  in  the  filhmonger’s  quarter  ;  141  in  the  ram 
quarter;  82  in  Pirna  quarter;  one  in  Halbe  GalTe  quarter ; 
two  in  Seethor  quarter;  nine  in  Poppitz  quarter;  23  in  the 
bailiwick  quarter ;  the  excife  houfe,  as  alfo  the  excife  houfe 
and  guard  houfe  at  Pirna  gate,  and  the  excife  and  guard  houfes 
at  Seethor.  In  all  280  houfes. 


Perfons  killed  or  hurt. 

In  ram  quarter ;  two  aged  perfons  burnt. 

In  Pirna  quarter;  a  burgher  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  from 
the  town  ;  a  girl  of  14,  and  a  widow  wounded. 

In  Poppitz  quarter;  a  woman  killed  by  the  independent 
battalion, 

voifky* 
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Voilky  to  Count  Schmettau,  the  governor,  to  en-  A.  D. 
quire,  ‘  "Whether  it  was  by  order,  that  the  fuburbs 
were  burnt  in  a  royal  refidence,  which,  he  faid, 
was  a  thing  unheard  of  among  Chriftians  •,  and 
that  he  hoped  that  the  city  of  Drefden  would  not 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  The  marfhal 
further  fent  his  compliments  to  the  court,  and 
threatened  the  governor  to  be  made  refponfible, 
in  his  perfon,  for  what  he  had  done,  and  for 
what  might  be  done  againft  this  royal  refidence. 

Count  Schmettau  returned  for  anfwer,  ‘  That  he  The  go- 
had  the  honour  to  be  known  to  the  marlhal ;  that  anfwer* 
he  had  orders  to  defend  the  town  to  the  laft  man : 
that  his  Excellency  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
war,  to  be  ignorant  that  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
fuburbs,  which  the  marfhal  had  attacked,  was  ac¬ 
cording  to  rule  ’  that  if  he  attacked  the  town  the 
governor  would  defend  himlelf  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  and  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  with  the  infantry 
of  the  whole  army  •,  and  then,  if  driven  to  the 
extremity,  he  would  make  his  laft  effort  in  the 
royal  palace,  rather  than  abandon  the  city  contrary 
to  the  command  of  his  royal  mafter. 

Loud  were  the  outcries  againft  this  ad  of  mili-  Compkin- 
tary  power  in  a  neutral  city,  and  the  refidence  of  over  Eu« 
a  fovereign  Prince.  The  governor,  Count  Schmet-  roPe’ 
tau,  exculpated  himfelf  of  any  aft  of  cruelty  or 
inhumanity,  by  the  teftimony  of  M.  de  Bofe,  the 
cup-bearer,  whom  his  Excellency  employed  in  all 
his  meffages  on  this  occafion  to  the  court .  and 
further  by  a  certificate  of  the  magiftrates  of  Drei- 
den,  and  of  the  judges  of  the  fuburbs  of  the  fame 
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city  h ;  in  contradidion  to  the  memorial  of  the  Saxon 
minifter,  the  Refident  M.  Porikau’s  memorial  to 

the 

6  The  letter  from  M.  de  Bofe,  chief  cup-bearer  to  the  court 
of  Drefden,  to  Count  Schmettau. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  you  wrote  to  me  this  day  ;  I  muft  own,  that  ever 
lince  you  had  the  government  of  Drefden,  I  informed  you  of 
all  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  charged  me  to  tell  you  in  his 
name,  and  I  have  likewife  reported  to  his  Highnefs,  your 
Excellency’s  anfwers. 

“  As  to  the  firft  point,  I  alfo  remember  very  well,  that 
your  Excellency  charged  me,  in  the  month  of  July,  to  re- 
prefent  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  that  if  Marfhal  Daun  fhould 
attack  the  city,  you  muft  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs,  particularly 
the  houfes  that  adjoined  to  the  ditch  ;  into  which  houfes,  your 
Excellency  immediately  ordered  combuftibles  to  be  put.  I 
alfo  remember,  that  upon  the  folicitations,  which  his  Royal 
Highnefs  made,  by  me,  to  your  Excellency,  you  ordered 
them  to  be  removed  when  Marlhal  Daun  retired ;  and  of  this 
I  alfo  made  an  humble  report. 

“  It  is  alfo  true,  that  when  Marlhal  Daun  was  at  Locko- 
witz,  on  the  18th  of  November  laft,  your  Excellency  charged 
me  to  acquaint  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  your  name,  that,  if 
Marfhal  Daun  fhculd  approach  near  the  town,  and  attack  it, 
you  fhould  be  obliged  to  burn  the  fuburbs,  and  the  houfes  ad¬ 
joining  the  town  ditch.  Although  I  made  feveral  remonftrances 
to  your  Excellency  from  the  court,  you  declared,  that  you  was 
ordered  by  the  King  your  matter,  to  defend  yourfelf  to  the 
laft  extremity,  and  that  you  could  not  change  your  meafures, 
unlefs  Marfhal  Daun  lhould  be  prevailed  with  not  to  attack 
the  town.  To  which  I  anfwered,  in  his  Royal  Highnefs’s 
name,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Marfhal  Daun’s  defigns ;  that 
he  could  not  intermeddle  in  the  operations  of  war,  and  would 
confequently  be  obliged  to  endure  what  he  could  not  hinder. 

“  Laftly,  it  is  well  known,  that  your  Excellency,  during 
the  fire,  took  every  poifible  meafure  in  the  town,  to  prevent 
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the  diet  of  the  Empire.  In  which  it  is  fet  forth,  A.  D. 

r  .1 .  .  _  ‘/50* 


<(  xhat  by  the  violence  of  the  flames,  which  was 


thofe  excefles  and  diforders,  which  might  have  been  appre¬ 
hended  ;  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  charged  me  to  return  you  his 
thanks  for  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 


Joachim  Frederic  de  Bose.’! 


Dec.  4.  1758. 


Certificate  of  the  magiftrates  of  Drefden. 

In  confequence  of  orders  received  from  his  Excellency 
Count  Schmettau,  lieutenant  general  and  governor,  we  certify 
what  we  know  concerning  the  burning  of  the  fuburbs.  Two 
perfons  were  burnt  to  death,  two  killed,  three  hurt,  by  the 
fire,  and  two  wounded  by  the  foldiers. 

We  never  heard,  in  any  lhape,  of  a. waggon  full  of  goods, 
which  they  were  endeavouring  to  fave,  and  which  it  was  pre¬ 
tended  was  covered  with  combuftibles,  and  fo  fet  on  fire  ;  nor 
©f  ninety  perfons  faid  to  have  perifhed  at  the  Hart;  nor  of  the 
Auftrian  troops,  who,  it  is  pretended,  aflifted  in  extinguifhing 
the  flames- 

Drefden,  Dec.4.  1758.  (L.  S.)  The  magiftrates  of  Drefden. 

Certificate  of  the  judges  of  the  fuburb  of  Drefden. 

We  the  judges  of  the  fuburb  of  Drefden,  certify,  and  atteft, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  calamity  that  hath  juft  happened,  things 
paffed  in  this  manner.  The  combuftibles  were  re-placed  on 
the  7th  of  November :  and  the  magiftrates  ordered  all  the 
judges  to  attend  them  :  accordingly,  Simon  Stelzner,  judge  ; 
John  Chriftian,  alderman ;  John  Michael  Faber,  and  John 
Chriftian  Kretfchmar,  judges,  attended,  and  were  told,  (be¬ 
ing  enjoined  at  the  fame  time,  to  acquaint  the  other  judges 
with  it)  to  provide  the  houfes  with  water,  to  give  notice  to  the 
landlords,  and  to  keep  the  pumps  ready,  and  endeavour  to 
aflift  one  another  ;  becaufe,  if  any  misfortune  Ihould  happen, 
the  people  of  the  town  could  not  come  to  our  afliftance,  nor 
could  we  go  totheir’s ;  and  of  this,  we  informed  ad  the  burghers. 


On 
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A •  D.  kept  up  by  red-hot  balls  fired  into  the  houfes  and 
*'  5°‘  along  the  ftreets,  the  whole  was  inftandy  on  fire.—— 
That  a  fhoemaker,  endeavouring  to  fave  his  in¬ 
fant  on  a  pillow,  from  burning  in  the  flames,  was 
flopped  by  a  volunteer,  who  fnatched  the  babe 
from  him,  and  threw  it  into  the  flames. — That 
a  man  having  got  his  moveables  loaded  in  a  wag¬ 
gon,  had  them  flopped  by  a  Pruflian  ibldier,  who 
covered  the  waggon  with  pitch,  and  fet  it  on  fire. 
That  a  multitude  of  people,  of  all  ages,  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thole  populous  luburbs,  perifhed  amidft 
the  flames. — That  in  the  Angle  inn,  called  the 
Golden-Hart,  ninety  perifhed. — 'That  the  Auftrian 
army  beheld  thefe  horrible  a6ts  with  indignation 
and  rage.  That  they  fenc  500  carpenters  into  the 
fuburbs,  to  endeavour  to  extinguifh  the  flames, 
and  that,  melting  with  compaflion,  their  general 

On  the  8th  and  9th  the  Auftrian  army  approached  the  town, 
and  on  the  9th,  the  Auftrian  huffars  forced  their  way  to  the 
fuburb  of  Pirna,  and  to  Zinzendorf  houfe. 

On  the  10th,  at  two  in  the  morning,  fire  was  fet  to  the 
quarters  at  Pirna,  Rain,  and  Wilfdorf,  which  confumed  266 
houfes  in  all. 

There  have  been  therefore  in  all,  two  perfons  burnt,  a  man 
and  a  woman,  greatly  advanced  in  years,  and  whom  it  was 
impoffible  to  fave;  two  killed,  and  two  wounded. 

What  has  been  faid  of  a  waggon  is  falfe ;  and  it  is  equally 
falfe  that  ninety  perfons  perifhed  at  the  Hare ;  only  four  per¬ 
fons  in  all  having  loft  their  lives,  as  we  have  juft  mentioned. 
Laftly,  it  is  falfe,  that  the  Auftrian  carpenters  aftifted  us  in 
extinguilhing  the  fire.  We  never  faw  one  of  them. 

We  certify,  that  all  the  above  is  ftriftly  conformable  to 
truth. 

Dec.  4.  1758.  Signed  by  the  ten  judges  of  Drefden. 
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tried  every  method  to  prevent  them.”  Such  were  A.  D. 
the  infamous  methods  made  ufe  of  by  his  ene- 
miesj  to  itir  up  an  animofity,  and  kindle  a  hatred 
againft  his  Pruffian  Majefty  •,  the  greateil  poten¬ 
tates  upon  earth,  as  they  would  be  eileemed,  in¬ 
venting,  or  countenancing  the  moil  notorious 
fi&ions,  to  deprive  him  of  the  affe&ions  of  good 
men  by  their  lies,  whom  they  were  not  able  to 
deftroy  by  their  arms. 

M.  Daun,  deceived  in  his  hopes  to  take  Dref-  siege  hi 
den  by  a  coup  de  main,  made  a  ihew  of  an  inten-  gUn> 
tion  to  befiege  it  in  form  :  but  the  news  of  Neifs 
being  relieved  and  of  the  retreat  of  the  Auitiians 
before  the  King  of  Pruffia  •,  and  that  his  Majeily 
was  returning  to  Saxony  with  his  ufual  rapidity, 
and  ilrengthened  by  fuccefs,  he  railed  the  fiege 
I  on  the  17th,  three  days  before  the  King  could 

get  to  Drefden  :  and  retired,  with  the  army  of  the  m.  Daun 
Empire  alio,  into  Bohemia.  * 

As  to  the  fate  of  Leipfick  and  Torgau.  Count  The  ficges 

...  1  of  Leipfick 

Dohna  was  ordered  to  march  with  12,000  to  tne  and  Xor_ 
relief  of  Torgau.  The  fame  orders  were  fent  to  Sau  raikd* 
General  Wedel,  who  with  a  fmall  army  obferved 
the  motions  of  the  Swedes,  and  being  neareil  to 
the  place,  threw  himfelf  into  Torgau,  before  Had- 
dick  arrived  there,  and  repulfed  him  with  lofs  ; 
when  he  made  his  attack.  Count  Dohna,  being 
come  up  foon  after,  they  united  and  purfued  the 
Auftrians  as  far  as  Eulenburg.  The  fate  of  Had- 
dick,  and  the  approach  of  the  Pruflians,  ftruck 
fuch  a  terror,  That  the  Prince  of  Deux  Ponts  did 
alfo  raife  the  fiege  of  Leipfick. 
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The  Auftrian  operations  had  failed  them.  No 
one  advantage  was  gained :  and  there  was  no  more 
attempts  thought  of  for  this  year.  The  Marfhal 
having  got  all  his  forces  into  Bohemia  and  Auftrian 
Silefta,  endeavoured  to  place  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  for  the  winter,  as  to  form  an  immenfe  chain 
of  troops ;  fo  as  to  cover  the  frontiers  of  Silefta 
and  Saxony,  and  to  communicate  with  the  Impe¬ 
rial  army,  which  continued  the  chain  from  thence, 
through  Thuringia  and  Franconia ;  where  this 
army  joined  the  quarters  of  Prince  de  Soubize, 
extending  weftward,  along  the  courfe  of  the  Main 
and  Lahn,  to  meet  thofe  of  Marfhal  Contades, 
which  ftretched  to  the  Rhine,  and  conne&ed  the 
chain  quite  to  the  Maefe,  fo  as  to  command  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards. 

The  Swedes,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
#  year,  feemed  averfe  to  the  war  againft  his  Prufftan 
Majefty  *,  were  encouraged  to  enter  upon  attion 
by  the  abfence  of  the  Pruflian  troops,  obliged  to 
undertake  more  important  fervices  than  to  watch 
-  the  motions  of  fo  defpicable  an  enemy.  Count 
Hamilton,  who  commanded  the  Swedifh  army, 
having  no  force  to  oppofe  him,  when  Dohna  was 
marched  with  his  troops  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  Ruffians,  and  being  reinforced  with  a  confider- 
able  number  of  men,  took  the  field,  diflodged  the 
few  Pruffians  left  in  the  frontier  towns,  recovered 
Swedilh  Pomerania,  entered  the  Pruffian  territories 

1  See  page  144,  145.  Vol,  III. 
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and  threatened  Berlin  itfelf  with  plunder  and  de-  ^  D. 
vacation  ;  for  his  detachments  penetrated  as  far  as' 
Zenderick  and  Fehrbellin,  and  within  twenty-five 
miles  of  that  capital. 

In  this  invafion  the  Swedes  left  fuch  marks  of  Their 
barbarity  and  cruelty*  that  it  fhould  feem  thebauti" 
parties  of  the  grand  confederacy  againft  Pruffia 
had  engaged  to.  exceed  each  other  in  adls  of  inhu¬ 
manity.  The  Swedes,  who,  in  former  wars*  had 
always  maintained  the  character  of  a  brave  and 
generous  enemy,  debafed  their  martial  fpirit  with 
a  meannefs,  that  is  the  ftrongeft  indication  of 
cruelty  in  a  fordid  mind.  Though  their  ftrength 
did  now  exceed  the  force  oppofed  to  them,  at  leaft 
as  four  to  one,  they  did  nothing  but  forage,  pilfer* 
pillage,  raife  contributions,  &c.  Except  fetting 
fire  to  houfes,  they  furpaffed  all  their  confederates 
in  this  manner  of  making  war  *  and  wherever  they 
came,  they  behaved  worfe  than  CofTacks  and  Cal- 
mucks.  For  as  they  had  no  magazines  formed, 
nor  took  proper  meafures  to  be  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions,  they  ftripped  every  place,  where-ever  they 
came,  quite  bare.  In  a  great  number  of  villages* 
they  not  only  carried  away  the  produce  of  the 
earth,  the  cattle  and  horfes,  which  they  afterwards 
fold  to  the  Jews  but  alfo,  by  order  from  their 
fuperiors,  they  trampled  down  and  deflroyed  the 
feed  in  the  ground. 

General  Wedel  was  detached  from  Saxony,  with  Reputed, 
a  body  of  troops,  to  check  and  repulfe  thefe 
cruel  invaders.  Wedel  arrived  at  Berlin,  with 
eleven  thoufand  effesflive  men,  on  the  20th  of 

A  a  a  Sep- 


A.  D.  September.  General  Hamilton  immediately  re- 
175v)'  treated,  at  the  approach  of  the  Pruffians,  leaving 
a  garrifon  of  1400  men  in  Fehrbellin,  in  order  to 
flop  the  Pruffian  army  in  the  purfuit  of  his  main 
body,  and  with  orders  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
very  laft  extremity.  Accordingly  they  fuffered  a 
fevere  cannonade,  by  which  every  houfe  in  the  town 
was  damaged  •,  and  then  they  difputed  the  ground 
from  houfe  to  houfe.  But  the  valour  of  the  Pruf- 
'Thtlr  lofs.  fian  grenadiers  prevailed,  and  the  Swedes  were  at 
laft  driven  out,  having  loft  500  men  14  officers 
killed;  befides  222  private  men  and  fome  officers 
made  prifoners.  During  this  a&ion  the  Prince  of 
Bevern,  who  had  been  releafed,  and  retired  to 
his  goverment  at  Stettin,  purfued  the  Swedifh 
army  with  a  detachment,  harraffed  their  rear,  and 
ruined  a  battalion  of  volunteers,  of  whom  72 
were  taken  prifoners,  and  200  were  flain.  Which 
put  an  end  to  the  fears  of  the  city  of  Berlin,  and 
obliged  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  Pruffian  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  feek  for  fafety  once  more  under  their 
own  cannon  of  Stralfund ;  where  they  entered  into 
winter  quarters ;  and  General  Hamilton  threw 
up  his  command,  and  refigned  all  his  employ¬ 
ments,  rather  than  be  laid  under  the  odious  ne- 
ceffity  of  executing  orders  againft  the  innocent 
and  helplefs,  without  power  to  face  an  enemy  in 
the  field. 

Siege  of  General  Fermor,  after  the  battle  of  Zorndorf, 
Coiberg.  was  fenfib]e>  that  he  could  not  maintain  his 
ground  in  Pomerania,  during  the  winter.;  except 
he  could  make  himlelf  mafter  of  a  fea-port  in  that 

pro- 
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province,  and  thereby  open  a  communication  with  ^D. 
Ruffia  by  Tea.  Colberg,  a  fmall  fea-port  on  the 
Baltick,  and  very  indifferently  fortified,  prefented 
itlelf,  as  the  molt  certain  objedt  for  his  defign. 

With  this  intention  15,000  Ruffians  were  de¬ 
tached  •,  who  arrived  before  Colberg  on  the  3d  of 
October,  and  opened  their  trenches  in  form,  but  Repulfed, 
with  fuch  little  fuccefs,  that  after  twenty-fix  days. 

Major  Heydon,  their  brave  governor,  without 
any  reinforcement  or  fuccours  of  any  kind,  ob¬ 
liged  them  to  raife  the  fiege.  In  which  difgrace- 
ful  manner  the  whole  Ruffian  army  evacuated  Po¬ 
merania,  and  fought  for  winter  quarters  beyond 
the  Viftula  \ 

Thus 


fc  In  the  night  between  the  26th  and  27th  of  October,  the 
Ruffians  before  Colberg  gave  two  fucceffive  affaults ;  but  in 
both  were  repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  hundred  men. 
Every  thing  was  prepared  for  a  general  affault  on  the  29th, 
and  troops  were  put  into  barges,  in  order  to  go  down  the  river 
Perfante,  under  the  cannon  of  the  town;  but  advice  being  re¬ 
ceived  that  Major-General  Platen  had  defeated  a  Ruffian  de¬ 
tachment  near  Grieffenburg,  and  that  he  was  advancing  by 
Treptow,  the  Ruffians  determined  the  fame  day  to  raifa  the 
fiege,  to  burn  their  bridge  of  communication  upon  the  Per¬ 
fante,  and  retire  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 

The  garrifon  feized  this  opportunity  to  fally  out,  under  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Schladen,  and  ruin  the  batteries,  and  other 
works  that  had  been  raifed  by  the  Ruffians.  Thei'e,  who  were 
not  yet  gone  far,  endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  detachment  that 
fallied  out ;  but  being  drawn  under  the  cannon  of  the  fortrefs, 
they  were  beat  off  with  confiderable  lofs.  They  retreated  by 
Coflin  towards  Butlitz,  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland. 

In  this  march  they  compleated  the  ruin  of  the  villages 
through  which  they  paffed,  ftripping  the  inhabitants  of  every 

A  a  3  thing 
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A.  D.  Thus  we  conclude  the  campaign  in  Germany, 
I75§'  between  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  his  moft  formkb 
oftheKing  able  enemies.  A  campaign,  which  for  its  variety 
of  Pi  uffia’s  Qf  events  and  £he  fpirit  and  condudt  of  his  Ma- 

campaign.  .  "  1 

jefty,  exceeds  all  examples.  We  in  the  begin- 
ing  beheld  him,  with  admiration,  invading  Mo¬ 
llis  vari-  ravia  and  inverting  Olmutz  :  and  all  his  fucceftes 
tunefUr*  defeated,  by  one  unfortunate  ftroke.  We  faw 
hi.m,  with  amazement,  rife  up  vi&orious  out  of 
diftrefs  ;  penetrating  into  Bohemia,  in  fpite  of  a 
fuperior  army  at  his  heels,  obliging  Koninfgratz  to 
open  her  gates  to  him-,  marching  to  the  Oder, 
routing  an  army  of  Ruffians  three  times  the  number 
of  his  own;  returning  to  Saxony,  and  driving  the 
Imperial  and  Auftrian  armies  before  him.  And, 
though  he  loft  his  moft  able  generals,  and  buffered 
fo  great  a  Jofs  in  his  men  and  in  his  camp  at 
Hochkirchin,  his  Majefty  found  fufficiept  re- 
fource  in  his  military  abilities,  alternately  to  re¬ 
lieve  Silefia  from  an  Auftrian  army,  and  to  oblige 
the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  once  more  to  eva¬ 
luate  Saxony ;  when  he  had  to  contend  with 
armies,  that  were  each  of  them  greatly  fuperior 
to  his  in  numbers,  and  commanded  by  generals 
Great  abi-  of  approved  courage  and  known  experience.  Six 
Ecxis31^  beges  were  raifed,  at  Colberg,  at  Neiffe,  at  Cofel, 
at  Drefden?  at  Torgau  and  at  Leipfick?  by  him 
or  his  generals ;  and  his  Pruffian  Majefty  could 
not  be  Paid  to  hav.e  loft  one  inch  of  ground  this 

thing  of  value,  killing  the  cattle,  and  throwing  into  bogs  the 
forage  and  grain  they  could  not  carry  off" ;  befides  committing 
an  infinite  number  of  other  difordeis  not  lefs  enormous. 

year* 
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year,  notwithftanding  he  was  attacked  by  fo  many  ^D. 
formidable  armies. 

Though  thefe  are  the  principal  a&ions  between  Meafures^ 
the  belligerants  in  Germany,  during  the  year  tavo^of_ 
i758,  it  is  requifite  for  their  illuftration,  to  lay  an  confe- 
before  the  reader  fome  particulars,  which  were  in-  deracy. 
tended  to  favour  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  and 


their  allies. 

It  has  been  frequently  reprefented  as  a  ftate  Aga^nft^ 
invention,  that  religion  had  any  lhare  in  the  po-  ftant  reli- 
litical  views,  and  powerful  alliance  between  Auftria  °’on' 
and  her  allies  :  But,  if  reafon  may  be  permitted 


to  prelide,  where  judgment  is  to  be  paffed  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Imperial  court,  this  year,  it 
cannot  be  difputed,  that  there  was  not  a  fettled 
intention  to  crulh  the  three  great  proteftant  powers 
in  Germany,  by  an  open  proftitution  of  the  powers 
lodged  by  the  Germannic  conftitution  in  the  Aulic 
council.  ‘  For,  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft  the  fentence  Decree^ 
of  the  ban  of  the  empire  was  confirmed  by  the  council 
Aulic  council  (the  laft  court  of  appeal  from  the  tl®.ee  Pro_ 


dyet  of  the  empire)  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia  •, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  three  decrees,  or  mandates, 
were  iffued  againft  three  other  proteftant  members 
of  the  empire  :  the  firft  againft  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  as  Eleftor  of  Brunfwick  Lunenburgh; 
the  fecond  againft  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  Wolf- 
fcnbuttle ;  and  the  third  againft  the  Count  of 


Lippe  Buckeburgh.  In  that  againft  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  the  ban  of  the  empire  was  threatened, 
for  havingjoined  his  troops  to  thole  of  the  Elector 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  taking  into  his  pay  the 

A  a  4  forces 
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D.  forces  0f  feveral  princes,  in  order  to  fupport  that 
n  '  Eledtor’s  rebellion ; — for  having  ravaged  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Hildeffreim,  Ofnaburg,  and  Munfter 
for  having  taken  a  Pruffian  general  to  command 
his  troops,  and  with  force  and  arms  invaded  the 
countries  of  Paderborn,  Juliers,  Bergue,  Cologne* 
Liege,  and  Brabant,  taking  towns,  befieging  ci¬ 
ties,  raifing  contributions,  and  feizing  the  reve¬ 
nues  *,  and  laftly,  for  bringing  foreign  troops  into 
the  empire,  taking  pofleflion  of  Embden,  and  op¬ 
prefling  his  co-eftates.  His  Majefty,  for  thefe 
offences,  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  foreign 
troops  from  Germany  immediately  ;  to  deflftfrom 
fupporting  the  rebellion  of  the  Eledtor  of  Bran- 
denburgh  •,  to  difband  the  troops  he  has  taken 
into  his  pay  ;  to  make  good  the  damages  he  had 
already  done ;  to  give  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour 
for  the  future  \  and,  laftly,  to  join  his  contingent 
to  the  army  of  the  empire,  in  order  to  punifh, 
in  an  exemplary  manner,  the  rebellion  that  had 
been  raifed,  in  open  violation  of  the  Imperial 
decrees. 

His  Britan-  Such  an  attempt,  in  favour  of  France,  to  tye 
ty'  Ele^or  the  hands  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  Elector  of 
yersTpiy,  Elanover,  &c.  from  defending  his  Germannic  do¬ 
minions,  and  fuccouring  his  allies,  from  an  enemy 


unjuftly  and  unprovoked  attacking,  plundering, 
burning,  and  laying  their  countries,  villages,  and 
towns  defolate,  required  a  molt  explicit  reply  from 
the  Eledtor  of  Hanover  •,  and  accordingly  Baron 
Gemmlngen,  electoral  rninifter  of  Brunfwick  Lune- 
bourg,  prefcnted  a  memorial  to  the  dyet  of  the 

Empire, 
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Empire,  in  which  he  fufficiently  expofed  the  ini- 
quity  of  the  mandate  of  the  Aulic  council,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Emperor  and  Emprefs- 
Queen?  which  could  endeavour  fo  ungratefully 
to  reward  the  fervices  done  by  his  Majefty  to  the 
T-Toufe  of  Auftria  •,  as  follows  :  “  His  Britannic  His  Bri- 
Majefty,  during  the  one  and  thirty  years  of  his  jefty;  Etec_ 
glorious  reign,  hath  obferved  fo  irreproachable 
conduft  towards  all  his  co-eftates  of  the  Empire,  moral  to^ 
without  diftindion  of  religion,  that  no  Prince  of  the  Em. 
the  Empire  hath  received  greater  proofs  of  efteem  Plie- 
^nd  confidence  than  he  can  produce.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  hath,  as  much  as  the  weakeft  ftates,  always 
obferved  right  and  juftice.  On  the  death  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  VI.  he  beheld  the  time,  which 
will  be  a  memorable  aera  in  the  hiftoiy  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  when  the  crown  of  France 
poured  numerous  armies  into  the  Empire,  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  that  houfe,  and  make  itfelf  maker  of 
Germany.  His  Majefty,  in  his  double  capacity, 
of  King  and  Eledor,  placed  himfelf  in  the  breach  i 
he  led°in  perfon  the  auxiliary  army  of  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Emprefs-Queen,  thegreateft  part  of  which 
was  compofed  of  his  own  troops :  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingen  he  expofed  his  facred  perfon  for  that 
Princefs  ;  and  his  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  his  fon,  ftill  bears  the  fears  of 
wounds  there  received. 

The  year  1745,  when  his  prefent  Imperial  Ma¬ 
jefty  was  chofen  Emperor,  is  (till  recent  in  the 
memory  of  all  the  ftates  of  the  Empire,  as  well 

as  the  pains,  which  his  Britannic  Majefty  took 
•  ,  upon 
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D-  upon  that  occafion.  He  purchafed  the  preferva- 
I/5S*  tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  was  effe&ed 
by  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  with  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  his  fubje&s,  and  by  means  of  the 
moil  important  conquefts  of  his  crown.  He 
hath  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  imperial  crown 
in  that  Houfe,  by  negociations  for  the  ele&ion  of 
a  King  of  the  Romans.  The  treaty  of  fucceflion 
concluded  with  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and  the 
aggrandifement  refulting  from  it  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  were  owing  to  his  Majefty’s  friendfhip.” 

After  fetting  forth  the  ingratitude  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  it  proceeds  thus : 

“  His  Majefty,  as  Ele&or,  is  charged,  firft, 
With  not  conforming  to  the  refolutions  taken  the 
17th  of  January,  and  9th  of  May,  laft  year  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  refufing  his  concurrence, 
and  declaring  for  a  neutrality  :  fecondly.  With 
giving  fuccours,  aid,  and  afliftance,  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Pruftia,  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  that  Prince,  joining  his  troops  to  thofe  of 
Pruftia,  under  the  command  of  a  general  in  the 
fervice  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  of  fending  Eng- 
lifh  troops  into  Germany,  and  making  them  take 
pofteflion  of  the  city  of  Embden,  and  employing 
the  auxiliary  troops  of  fome  other  ftates  of  the 
Empire  :  and,  thirdly,  Ic  is  complained,  that  con¬ 
tributions  have  been  exafted,  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  of  divers  ftates  of  the  Empire. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  charge,  it  is  very  true, 
that,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  diet  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  it  was  given  as 

his 
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his  Majefty’s  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  moft  of  A. 
his  proteftant  co-eftates,  that  the  prefent  troubles 
fhould  be  amicably  terminated.  His  Majefty,  in 
giving  his  opinion,  had,  as  ufual,  no  other  view 
than  what  equity  and  the  good  of  the  Germannic 
Empire  feemed  to  him  to  require.  Whatever  judg¬ 
ment  ftiall  be  formed  of  the  unhappy  war  that 
hath  broke  out,  the  public  will  always  remember, 
that  by  a  bare  declaration  of  her  Majefty  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen,  “  That  ffie  would  not  attack  his 
Pruflian  Majefty,”  the  rupture  would  have  been 
avoided,  and  the  effufion  of  much  blood,  as  well 
as  the  deflation  of  Germany,  prevented.  The 
ftates  that  have  fuffered  by  the  calamities  of  the 
war,  may  judge  whether  the  way  that  was  taken, 
.was  the  fhorteft  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace, 
fo  much  to  be  deftred  ;  and  whether  it  were  not 
to  be  wiffied,  that,  laying  aftde  all  private  views, 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  propofal  had  been  fol¬ 
lowed. 

It  is  true,  his  Majefty  took  no  part  in  the  refo- 
lutions  which  were  contrary  to  his  fentiments. 
But  the  laws  of  the  Empire  have  not  thereby  re¬ 
ceived  the  leaft  infringement.  The  queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  in  materia  colledlarum^  the  majority  be  Effi¬ 
cient,  has  been  referred  ad  comitia  imperii ,  by  the 

jnftrumentum  P.  IV.  Art.  v.  §  52-  and  is  un' 
decided.  It  is  not  by  the  plurality  of  voices, 
that  it  can  be  there  determined,  but  only  by 
means  of  an  amicable  accommodation  ;  fince 
otherwife  that  reference  would  have  been  a  very 

iifelefs  courfe  •,  and  it  vyas  well  known,  at  the  ne- 

;  gocia- 
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A.  D.  gociations  for  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  what  was 
I/S8‘  the  tendency  of  the  opinion  of  the  Catholic  ftates, 
which  formed  the  majority  ;  thofe  very  ftates,  and 
all  the  other  members  of  the  Empire,  ought  how¬ 
ever  to  confider  well,  whether  it  be  their  effential 
intereft  to  acknowledge,  in  the  prefen t  cafe,  that 
every  ftate  of  the  Empire  is  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  majority  of  votes,  in  matters  of  confent,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe;  which  the  principal  Catholic 
Electors  have  in  other  cafes  denied  ;  and  which 
will  certainly  be  retorted  upon  them  in  proper 
time. 

But  whatever  principles  fhall  be  affumed,  with 
regard  to  this  queftion,  nothing  is  more  evident, 
than  that,  confidering  circumftances  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  affair  then  and  now  in  queftion,  his 
Majefty  could  never  be  required  to  give  his 
troops  to  comply  with  thofe  refoludons  of  the 
Empire.  All  Germany  knows,  though  the  de¬ 
cree  of  the  Aulic  Imperial  council  fays  not  a  word 
about  it,  that  at  the  very  time  when  thofe  refolu- 
tions  were  taken,  his  Majefty’s  Electoral  domi¬ 
nions  were  moft  unjuftly  threatened  with  an  in- 
vafion  by  France.  In  the  month  of  March,  that 
year,  the  court  of  Vienna  figned  a  'convention 
with  France,  by  virtue  of  which  the  enemy  was 
to  pafs  the  Wefer  in  the  month  of  July,  and  enter 
the  King’s  territories.  This  invafion  was  made 
accordingly,  d  he  Emprefs  Queen  joined  her  own 
troops  to  thofe  of  France  ;  and,  in  return,  ftipu- 
lated  by  folemn  treaties  figned  before-hand,  to 
}iave  half  of  the  contributions  that  fhouki  be  ex¬ 
acted. 
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afted.  The  damage  which  the  King’s  fubje&s 
fuffered  by  this  firft  invafion,  exclufive  of  the 
fums,  which  the  provinces  were  to  furniffi  (and 
which  have  been  paid  out  of  the  royal  demefnes) 
amounted  to  feveral  millions.  And  ftilUhe  un- 
juft  rage  of  his  Majefty’s  enemies  was  not  ex- 
haufted.  The  French  army,  which  entered  on 
another  fide,  under  the  command  of  the  Prince 
de  Soubife,  in  company  with  the  troops  of  Wir- 
temberg,  which  the  reigning  Duke,  a  thing  of 
which  there  is  no  example,  led  himfelf,  under  a 
French  general,  againft  a  co-eftate,  hath  again 
invaded,  for  the  fecond  time,  his  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  and  thofe  of  his  allies  •,  exaded  infupport-  • 
able  contributions  carried  off  the  King’s  officers, 
entirely  foraged  the  country,  and  plundered  leveral 
places,  and  committed  the  greateft  diforders,  whilft 
the  court  of  Vienna  boafts  of  having  ordered  this 
invafion  (the  foie  end  of  which  was  to  ravage  the 
King’s  dominions  and  thofe  of  Heffe)  as  an  effect 
of  its  magnanimity,  and  as  a  merit  with  the  Ger- 
mannic  body.  • 

If,  in  fuch  circumftanccs,  his  Majefty  ffiould 
be  required  to  fufpend  the  preparations,  he  has 
begun,  and  join  the  troops,  that  he  wants  for  his 
own  defence,  to  thofe,  which,  from  the  arbitrary 
views  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  are  led  againft  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  by  a  Prince  who  doth  not  be¬ 
long  to  the  generality  of  the  Empire,  and  on 
whom  the  command  hath  been  conferred,  with¬ 
out  a  previous  conclufum  of  the  Germannic  body  , 
the  right  of  the  ftates  of  the  Empire  to  defend 
°  them- 
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themfelves,  when  fuch  defence  fquaies  not  with 
the  views  of  the  Imperial  court,  ought  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  fettled.  It  is  hoped  that  things  are 
not  yet  come  to  this  pafs  in  Germany.  Self- 
defence  is  the  moft  urgent  duty.  The  refolutions 
of  the  Empire  cannot  deprive  the  meaneft  man, 
much  lefs  a  free  date,  and  an  Eleftor  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  of  this  right ;  nor  require  him  to  join  the 
troops,  he  wants  for  that  end,  to  thofe,  which, 
jointly  with  the  troops  of  France,  have  invaded 
his  country,  and  (hared  in  the  contributions  there 
extorted. 

In  the  fecond  place,  his  Majefty  doth  not  deny 
.  that  he  hath  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
King  of  Prufiia,  which  is  entirely  conformable  to 
the  rules  of  right:  But  as  he  is  accountable  to 
God  alone  for  what  he  doth  as  King,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  report  made  of  what  he  has  done  as 
Elector,  the  times,  which  preceded,  have  been  con¬ 
founded  with  thofe  that  followed  the  French  inva- 
lion.  From  the  beginning  of  laft  year  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  took  every  method  to  (hew,  that  the  only 
thing  he  aimed  at,  without  taking  part,  other- 
wife,  in  the  war,  was  to  oppofe  the  French  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  knowing  that  they  were  fent  only 
to  invade  his  Electorate,  as  indeed  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  themfelves  almoft  wholly  in  ruining  eftates 
comprehended  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Empire, 
as  well  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Saxony  of  the  Er- 
neftine  line,  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  Wolfen- 
buttle,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie  Caftel,  and  the 
Count  of  Lippe-Schaumbourg,  as  thofe  of  his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty.  This  juft  intention,  founded  on  the  A 
laws,  from  which  his  Majefty  hath  been  fo  far 
from  derogating  in  the  fmalleft  matter,  that  no 
inftance  thereof  hath  been,  or  can  be  brought, 
did  not,  neverthelefs,  hinder  the  French  troops, 
who  were  furnilhed  with  the  Emperor’s  letters  re- 
qui/ttorial ,  from  entering  Germany  in  the  avowed 
quality  of  auxiliary  troops  to  the  Emprefs- Queen, 
in  company  with  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  the  Ele&or  Palatine.  The  Empire  hath 
already  been  informed,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
laft  year,  of  the  firft  propofals  made,  both  to  the 
Imperial  court,  and  the  court  of  France,  for  an 
amicable  determination  of  differences ;  propofals, 
which  could  not  have  been  reje&ed,  had  not  an 
hoftile  attack  been  refolved  on.  Thefe  offers, 
which,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  re¬ 
ceived,  his  Majefty  hath  reafon  to  regret  that  he 
ever  made,  leave  no  fhadow  of  plaufibility  to  the 
reproaches  that  may  be  made  on  account  of  the 
engagement  that  enfued,  in  whatever  light  the 
King  of  Pruflia’s  caufe  may  be  confidered.  His 
Majefty  is,  indeed,  fully  perfuaded,  that  he  might, 
at  any  time,  have  entered  into  an  alliance  with 
that  Prince  for  their  common  defence;  but  no 
one  can  doubt,  that  in  this  urgent  neceffity,  when 
he  was  left  alone,  he  had  a  right  to  feek  aflift- 
ance,  where  it  could  be  got.  No  fault  can  pof- 
fibly  be  found  with  that,  which  the  King  of  Prui- 
fia  gave  him  to  deliver  the  Electoral  dates  of 
Brunlwick,  and  thofe  of  Wolfenbuttle,  Heffe  and 
JBuckebourg.  The  very  nature  of  this  deliver¬ 
ance, 
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ance,  and  the  prudence  and  bravery  with  which 
it  hath  been  effected,  have  acquired  immortal 
glory  to  his  moft  Serene  Highnefs  Duke  Ferdi¬ 
nand  of  Brunfwick  Lunebourg  (who  doth  not 
command  the  King’s  army  as  a  Pruflian  general 3) 
a  glory,  which  is  the  greater,  the  more  laudable 
it  is  for  that  Prince  to  have  delivered,  from  fuch 
heavy  and  unjuft  oppreftion,  the  dominions  of  a 
King,  from  whole  family  he  is  defcended,  and 
principalities  in  which  he  drew  his  firft  breath, 
where  his  anceftors  have  reigned,  and  where  the 
Duke  his  brother  ftill  reigns.  It  is  with  an 
equally  juft  right  that  this  Duke,  with  the  Duke 
of  Saxe  Gotha,  the  Landgrave  of  Plefte-Caffel,  and 
the  Count  of  Schaumbourg-Lippe,  put  their 
troops  into  his  Majefty’s  pay.  Pofterity  will  hardly 
believe,  that  at  a  time  when  Auftrian,  Palatine 
and  Wurtemberg  auxiliaries  were  employed  to 
invade  the  countries  belonging  to  ftates  of  the 
Empire,  other  members  of  the  Germannic  body, 
who  employed  auxiliaries  in  their  defence ,  were 
threatened  with  the  ban.  His  Majefty  ordered 
the  Englifh  troops  to  be  fent  over,  and  pofieflion 
to  be  taken  of  Embden,  in  his  quality  ot  King  3 
and  hath  no  occafion  to  give  account  thereof  to 
any.  Mean  while  the  laws  of  the  Empire  permit 
the  ftates  thereof  to  make  ufe  of  foreign  troops 
in  their  own  defence  3  they  forbid  only  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  them  into  the  Empire  to  invade  the 
dominions  of  another,  as  the  Emprefs  Queen 
hath  done. 
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In  the  third  and  laft  place,  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  Elector  of  Brunfwick-Lune- 
bourg,  fent  minifters  particularly  to  the  Palatine 
court,  and  that  of  Cologne,  to  divert  them  from 
joining  in  the  defigns  of  France  againft  his  do¬ 
minions.  It  cannot  therefore  be  doubted  that  it 
would  have  been  highly  agreeable  to  him,  if  thofe 
courts  had  taken  meafures,  that  would  have  freed 
him  from  the  burden  of  the  war.  But  none  can 
expeft  that  his  Majefty  fhould,  with  indifference, 
fee  himfelf  treated  as  an  enemy  by  his  co-eftates. 
The  Elettor  of  Cologn,  and  the  bifhop  of  Liege, 
had  no  troops  that  were  wanted  in  the  French  ar¬ 
my  :  But,  in  confideration  of  fubfidies,  opened 
to  it  the  gates  of  their  towns,  and  gave  it  all  the 
affiftance  in  their  power  *  without  which  that  army 
could  not,  at  that  time,  have  proceeded  fo  far  as 
the  Electoral  eftates,  where  the  Auftrian  and  Pa¬ 
latine  troops  behaved  much  worfe  than  the  French 
themfelves.  Flow  can  it  be  expefted  that  his 
Majefty,  after  God  hath  blefied  his  arms  with 
fuccefs,  fhould  not  refent  this  treatment  ?  The 
laws  of  the  Empire  forbid  the  attacking  of  the 
eftates  of  the  Empire :  but  they  permit  defence 
againft,  and  the  purfuit  of  thofe,  who,  by  their 
invafion,  have  violated  the  public  peace. 

If  the  crown  of  France  be  free  to  ravage  the 
dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  becaufe  they  have 
given  the  King  auxiliary  troops :  if  the  Emprefs 
Queen  may,  for  the  affiftance  fhe  hath  lent  the 
French  King  to  attack  the  King’s  dominions,  ap- 
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A.  D.  propriate  to  herfelf  half  of  the  contributions  raifed 
there,  his  Majefty  ought  to  be  equally  permitted 
to  make  thofe  dates,  who  have  favoured  the  un¬ 
juft  enterprizes  of  his  enemies,  feel  the  burden  of 
the  war.” 

Refolution  Such  is  the  tenor  of  the  famous  memorial  which 
Evangelic  ^  Hanoverian  minifter  prefented  to  the  diet  of 
body.  the  Empire,  and  which  made  fo  ftrong  an  im- 

prefiion  upon  many  of  the  members,  that  on  the 
29th  of  November,  the  Evangelic  body  publilhed 
aconclufum,  purporting,  That  with  refpedt  to  the 
ban  of  the  Empire,  with  which  feveral  Princes 
were  now  threatened,  they  would  never  confent 
to  any  innovation  that  fttall  be  propofed,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  20th  article  of  the  capitulation,  which 
the  Emperor  confirmed  by  oath  at  his  election ; 
and  that  whatever  fhall  be  done,  contrary  to  that, 
fhall  be  looked  upon  by  them  as  null  and  void, 
and  fhall  be  treated  accordingly.  * 

Another  attempt  was  made  in  the  diet  of  the 

concerning  Empire,  to  fpirit  up  a  deteftation  of  the  King  of 
Drefden.  Pruffia’s  method  of  proceedings  in  Saxony.  The 
complaint  was  founded  upon  the  meafures  taken 
by  his  governor  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of 
Drefden,  againft  M.  Daun’s  army.  In  which  me¬ 
morial  M.  Ponickau,  the  Saxon  minifter  at  the 
diet,  was  taught  to  reprefent  that  affair  in  the 
moft  tragical  view ;  affirming,  That  foldiers  had 
been  difperfed  and  ftationed  in  the  fuburbs,  by 
the  orders  of  Count  Schmettau,  to  break  open 
houfes  and  ffiops,  to  fet  fire  to  combuftibles,  to 
add  frefh  fuel,  and  then  to  clofe  up  the  doors . 

that 
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memorial 


that  he  kept  up  the  fire  by  red-hot  balls  fired  A-  D. 
into  the  houfes,  &c.  that  the  inhabitants  were  175 
left  without  cover,  and  deftroyed  by  the  cannon 
and  fmall  arms,  and  that  fuch  as  efcaped  were 
murdered  by  the  bayonets  of  the  Piuffian  foldiers, 
polled  in  the  ftreets  for  that  purpofe  :  he  even 
enumerated  feveral  particular  inflances,  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  this  inhuman  reprefentation ',  and 
concluded  with  the  number  of  houfes,  which  were 
burnt  on  this  occafion. 

However,  this  failed.  Baron  Plotho,  the  Bran-  Refuted* 
denburg  minifler,  refuted  every  article  of  this 
Saxon  memorial,  by  moft  authentic  certificates, 
as  we  have  already  fhewn.  His  Prufiian  Majefly,  Obferva- 
no  doubt,  was  greatly  mifreprefented  on  this  par-  the  King 
ticular  occafion  ;  it  is  to  be  wifhed  his  whole  con  conduft  to- 
dud  towards  Saxony  had  been  as  irreprehenfible.  wards  Sax- 
For  at  his  firft  feizing  upon  that  Electorate,  it 
was  pretended  to  be  no  more  than  a  cautionary 
expedient  to  prevent  his  confederate  enemies  taking 
any  advantages  againfl  him  on  that  fide.  And 
when  he  difarmed  the  Saxon  forces,  it  was  under  - 
the  fame  caution,  that  they  fhould  not  join  his 
enemies  m.  But  he  was  no  fooner  in  full  poflfef- 
fion  of  Saxony,  and  her  troops  difarmed,  than  he 
aded  like  an  enemy,  extorted  heavy  contribu¬ 
tions,  under  pain  of  military  execution,  and 
forced  the  Saxons  to  furnifh  him  with  a  great 
number  of  recruits  ;  he  difcharged  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  ftate,  and  applied  the  public  reve- 

1  See  thefe  particulars  on  page  367,  368.  Yol.  III. 

m  See  page  194,  &c.  Vol.  I. 
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nues  to  his  own  ufe  :  yet,  always  pretending  that 
he  did  nothing,  but  for  the  fafety  and  common 
benefit  of  the  Electorate  and  its  Sovereign.  How¬ 
ever,  fince  the  French  King  had  fhewn  him  an 
example,  by  eftablifhing  his  adminiftration  in 
Hanover,  which  entirely  changed  the  government 
and  fyftem  of  that  Electorate,  and  alfo  by  his  late 
decree  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  Landgravate 
of  Heflfe  5  and  the  Ruffians  had  ill-treated  the 
kingdom  of  Pruffia  :  and  alledging  the  neceffity 
to  which  he  was  driven  to  take  fuch  a  refolution,  by 
the  hoftilities  repeated,  in  that  Electorate,  againft 
him  by  the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts :  the  Pruf- 
fian  directory  of  war,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1758,  fent  a  decree  to  the  deputies  of  the  eftates 
of  Saxony,  which,  after  having  enjoined  them  to 
deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  flour  and  forage, 
fignified  in  exprefs  terms, — “  Though  the  King 
“  of  Pruffia  had  hitherto  treated  the  Electorate 
“  of  Saxony  as  a  country  he  had  taken  under  his 
“  fpecial  protection,  that  the  face  of  affairs  was 
“  now  changed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his  Ma- 
«  jefty  would  confider  it,  for  the  future,  only  as 
“  a  conquered  country,  out  of  which  he  had 
“  driven  his  enemies  by  force  of  arms.” 

In  purfuance  of  this  declaration,  all  the  revenues 
of  the  Saxon  minifters  were  fequeftered  : — -And 
as  the  Ruffians  had  feized  in  Pruffia  all  the  rents 
of  the  eftates  in  that  country,  belonging  to  the 
Pruffian  officers,  the  fame  was  done  by  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  in  regard  to  the  eftates  of  Saxon  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  Ruffian  fervice.  Twenty  perfons  were 
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ordered  to  depart  for  Warfaw  in  24  hours,  and  A.  D. 
the  papers  of  the  privy  counfellors  were  fealed  up, 
and  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  was 
committed  entirely  to  Pruffians. 

Did  it  confift  with  truth  •,  they  that  are  in  love 
with  his  Prufiian  Majefty’s  heroic  qualities,  would  tifiable. 
be  pleafed  to  fee  a  veil  drawn  over  the  miferies  of 
Saxony,  which  can  be  imputed  to  none,  but  him. 

Inftead  of  confulting  means  to  make  a  country 
happy,  to  which  he  now  laid  a  claim  by  right  of 
conqueft,  and  which  had  been  impoverifhed  by 
former  exactions,  and  very  lately  punifhed  with 
military  execution  ;  he  rather  feemed  to  feize  on 
it  as  a  prey  to  be  pulled  to  pieces.  Frefh  contri¬ 
butions  were  demanded,  and  extorted  by  moll  in¬ 
human  feverities  j  feverities,  that  have  extended 
to  diftant  nations,  and  whofe  effects  are  now  felt 
moft  heavily  by  the  merchants  in  the  greateft  trad¬ 
ing  towns  in  that  quarter  of  Europe.  For,  his 
Majefty  carried  off  the  merchants  from  the  ex¬ 
change  by  foldiers,  and  confined  them  in  a  more 
wretched  condition  than  felons,  on  draw  beds, 

&c.  till  they  were  obliged  to  draw  bills  for  very  Hlsmea- 
large  fums,  on  their  foreign  correfpondents ;  which  origin  of 
bills  are  fuppofed  the  original  of  the  late  bankrupt-  P™** 
cies  made  at  Amfterdam,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  &c.  cies. 

How  far  this  was  juft,  or  juftifiable  by  the  laws  of 
arms,  is  not  a  queftion  to  be  decided  here  :  but 
that  it  was  a  moft  fevere  fcourge  upon  an  innocent 
and  blamelefs  people,  every  one  muft  agree.  Ne-  The^ 
verthelefs,  it  is  far  from  bearing  the  cruel  afpett  more  cul- 
and  ruinous  confequences  of  the  total  defolation  Pa 
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of  age  or  fex,  by  the  confederates  againfl  him  and 
the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  as  we  have  related  in 
the  marches  of  Ruffians,  French,  and  Swedes, 
in  Pomerania,  Weftphalia,  Heffe,  and  Hanover ; 
Where  the  ruin  of  their  lands,  houfes,  public  edi¬ 
fices,  manufadtures  and  eftates,  cannot  poffibly  be 
repaired  in  lefs  than  half  a  century. 

Con-iu&of  The  Dutch,  availing  themfelves  of  their  neu- 
tie  Dutch.  trajjty  this  warj  pretended  a  right,  by  treaties 
with  England,  to  trade  with  thofe  people  and 
countries,  with  whom  we  are  in  adtual  war,  and 
to  cover  their  property,  in  Dutch  ffiips,  from  the 
power  of  the  Engliffi  n.  So  that  the  French  na¬ 
vigation  being  entirely  ruined  by  our  naval  fupe- 
Trade  fcr  riority,  thefe  neutral  neighbours  took  upon  them 
rnies!”6"  not  only  t0  carry  the  produce  and  manufadtures 
of  our  enemies  to  market,  but  alio  to  fupply  them 
with  every  thing  neceffary  for  carrying  on  a  war 
by  fea  and  land. 

obfervati-  Such  a  glaring  inflance  of  perfidy,  that  fup- 
conduft. '  ported  our  enemies  in  the  molt  efiential  manner, 
to  carry  on  their  trade,  and  to  continue  the  war, 
could  not  be  fuffered  to  reign  long.  Our  men  of 
war  and  letters  of  marque  brought  Dutchmen 
continually  into  port,  laden  with  an  illicit  cargo; 
and  they  that  were  found  with  contraband  goods, 
or  with  French  property  on  board,  were  condemn¬ 
ed  in  our  court  of  admiralty  by  due  courfe  of  law. 
The  French  had  no  fhips  left  ;  and  their  court 
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directed  or  permitted  the  governors  of  their  iflands  A.  D. 
and  colonies  to  licence  fuch  Dutch  fhips,  as  would 
undertake  to  carry  their  produce  and  manufa&ures, 
and  to  fupply  them  with  every  thing  they  fhould 
want.  The  Dutch,  fenfible  of  the  fweets  arifing 
from  this  lucrative  navigation,  ran  all  lifques. 

The  French  ports,  both  in  Europe  and  Ameiica, 
were  thronged  with  Hollanders  :  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  they  received  from  thence,  fo  blinded  their 
undcrftandings,  that  they,  at  laft,  claimed  a  right 
by  treaty,  to  aid  and  afiift  our  enemies  ;  and  a  re-  Complain 
folution  of  the  States  General  ftigmatized  the  Englifh 
captures  of  Dutch  (hips,  made  under  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,  by  the  name  of  robberies  or  pira¬ 
cies,  purfuant  to  a  memorial  prefented  to  their 
High  and  Mightineffes,  figned  by  269  merchants, 

&c°°  The  direftors  of  the  Amfterdam  company 
'  *  applied 

0 1«  We  the  underfigned  merchants,  infurers,  and  others, 
concerned  in  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  ftate,  molt 
humbly  reprefent.  That  the  violences  and  unjuft  depredations 
committed  by  Englilh  men  of  war  and  privateers  on  the  veffels 
and  effeds  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  ftate,  are  not  only  continued, 
but  daily  multiplied;  and  cruelty  and  exceffes  earned  to  fuch 
a  height,  that  the  petitioners  are  forced  to  implore  the  affift- 
ance  of  your  High  Mightineffes,  that  the  commerce  and  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  republic,  which  are  the  two  finews  of  the  ftate, 
may  fuffer  no  interruption,  and  be  proteded  in  the  molt  effica¬ 
cious  manner,  in  order  that  the  being  of  the  State  may  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  that  it  may  be  kept  from  complete  and  final  ruin.. 

The  petitioners  lhall  not  infert  here  a  long  recital  of  their 
(hips  that  have  been  illegally  ftopped  and  feized,  nor  of  the 
piracies  and  violencies  that  have  been  committed  for  a  conii- 
derable  fpace  of  time,  on  the  fubjeds  of  the  republic  ;  nor  of 
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applied  to  the  States  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Seve¬ 
ral  refolutions  of  the  States  were  delivered  to  Mr. 

Yorke, 

the  ads  of  inhumanity,  with  which  they  were  often  attended, 
even  fo  far,  that  lefs  cruelty  might  have  been  expeded  from  a 
declared  enemy,  than  they  have  fuffered,  from  the  fubjeds  of 
a  power,  with  whom  the  State  is  conneded  by  the  moft  folemn 
treaties  of  friendlhip.  The  whole  is  public  and  notorious. 

Nor  will  the  petitioners  enlarge  on  the  infults  offered  to  the 
Dutch  flag,  in  contempt  of  your  High  Mightinefles,  the  natu¬ 
ral  protedors  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  republic.  Thefe  fads  are 
known  to  your  High  Mightinefles. 

But  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  reprefent,  with  all  due  fub- 
miflion,  that  they  cannot  forbear  to  lay  their  juft  complaints 
before  your  High  Mightinefles,  who  are  the  protedors  of  their 
perfons,  their  eftates,  their  commerce,  and  navigation  ;  and 
to  lay  before  you  the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  putting  a  flop, 
as  foon  as  poflible,  to  thofe  depredations  and  violences.  The 
petitioners  offer  to  contribute  each  his  contingent,  an^Lto  arm, 
at  their  own  charge,  for  the  fupport  and  protedion  of  their 
commerce  and  navigation. 

The  petitioners  flatter  themfelves,  that  their  toils,  and  the 
rifle  to  which  their  effeds  are  expofed  on  the  feas,  will  have 
their  proper  influence  on  the  general  body  of  the  State,  fince 
the  traders  of  this  country,  finding  themfelves  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  a  part  of  that  nation,  with  whom  the  State  is  moft 
intimately  conneded,  thoufands  of  tradeftnen  and  others,  who 
are  conneded  with  merchants,  that  have  hitherto  carried  on  a 
flourifhing  trade,  will  be  reduced  to  diftrefs  and  poverty  ;  thefe 
connedions  ceaflng  by  the  extindion  of  the  eftates  of  mer¬ 
chants,  who  have  always  approved  themfelves  faithful  to  their 
country,  thefe  will  be  forced  to  abandon  it,  to  their  great  re¬ 
gret,  and  feek  flicker  and  protedion  elfewherej  which  will 
give  a  mortal  blow  to  the  principal  members  of  the  State. 

For  thefe  juft  caufes,  the  petitioners  have  recourfe  to  your 
High  Mightinefles,  moft  humbly  imploring  them,  both  in  their 
OWd  names,  and  in  the  name  of  a  multitude  of  unhappy  pea- 
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Yorke,  the  Britiih  minifter,  plenipotentiary  on  ^D. 
that  account:  and  the  merchants  petitioned  the 
Princefs  Regent  no  lefs  than  four  times  for  redrefs 
ao-ainft  thefe  piracies  and  violencies  of  the  Englifh, 
as  they  called  the  captures  of  their  fhips.  But  all 
their  bluftering  and  pretenfions  availed  nothing. 

The  Englifh  continued  to  take  and  to  condemn 
their  illicit  traders.  Mr.  Yorke  alfo  declared  to 
their  High  and  Mightineftes,  That  he  was  autho- 
rifed  to  fay,  “  His  Majefty  was  determined  not  His  Bri-^ 
“  to  fuffer  the  trade  of  the  French  colonies  in  jefty’s  refo- 
«  America,  to  be  carried  on  by  the  fubjeds  of  j.^an' 

“  other  powers,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  a 
neutrality  ^  or  words  to  be  interpreted  as  a  li- 
“  cence  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  his  enemies, 

“  which,  though  not  particularly  fpecified  in  the 
articles  as  contraband,  was  neverthelefs  ren- 
“  dered  fuch  in  all  refpefts,  and  in  every  fenfe,  by 
“  circumftances. — That  as  long  as  the  licit  com- 
“  merce  of  the  fubjefts  of  their  High  Mighti- 
«  nelfes,  to  which  his  Majefty  never  intended  to 
“  give  the  leaft  interruption,  was  confounded  with 
“  that  commerce,  which  his  Majefty  regarded  as 
«  wholly  illicit,  all  their  reprefentations  would  be 
“  fruitlefs.”  About  the  fame  time,  the  condud  of 

pie,  who  are  on  the  point  of  being  ftript  of  all  their  effefts,  of 
finking  into  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  and  being  reduced  to  beggary, 
that  it  may  pleafe  your  High  Mightineffes  to  grant  to  commerce 
and  navigation  fuch  fpeedy,  vigorous,  and  efteftual  prote&ion, 
that  the  faithful  fubjefts  of  this  free  State  may  enjoy  their  pof- 
fefTions  in  full  fecurity. 

And  your  petitioners,  &c." 
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the  government  of  Great  Britain,  with  refped;  to 
neutral  nations,  was  publifhed  at  London,  fairly 

Their  cafe  ^atjng  and  refuting  the  claim  of  the  Dutch  to 

lifted)  snd  ^ 

claim  re-  protect  French  property p  :  and  as  the  Dutch  per- 

fitted 

p  This  pamphlet  has  irrefragably  proved,  that  no  neutral 
nation  has  a  right  to  fupport  France  againft  us,  by  protecting 
her  property  on  board  their  velTels. 

§.  i.  The  right  of  a  neutral  power  to  proted  the  property 
of  an  enemy,  mull  arife  either  from  the  law  of  nations,  that 
is,  principles  of  natural  law,  which  are  relative  to  the  condud 
of  nations,  or  from  fome  exprefs  treaty,  by  which  communi¬ 
ties,  for  their  mutual  benefit,  have  eftabiilhed  fome  rights  be¬ 
tween  them,  which  are  not  included  in  the  law  of  nations. 

§.  2.  Nations  can  have  fucceeded  to  no  other  rights,  than 
fuch  as  men  originally  enjoyed,  as  individuals  ;  fo  that  now 
one  nation  is  to  another,  as  one  man  was  to  another,  before 
they  entered  into  fociety. 

§.  3.  An  individual,  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  would  have  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  protect  his  own  perfon  and  property  ; 
but  he  would  not  have  had  a  right  to  protect  the  perfon  and 
property  of  A,  the  enemy  of  B,  againft  B,  fuppofing  him  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  friendfhip  both  with  A  and  B  ;  for  how,  as  a 
friend  to  B,  can  he  proted  A  againft  him  ?  The  protedion  of 
A  againft  B  is  a  declaration,  that  the  protedor  is  B’s  enemy, 
and  from  the  moment  the  prqtedion  commences,  the  protedor 
mull  ceafe  to  be  a  neutral  power.  This  therefore,  by  §.  2.  is 
the  law  between  nation  and  nation. 

§.  4.  But  a  nation  has  a  right,  to  which  an  individual,  in 
a  ftate  of  nature,  has  no  pretence  ;  the  right  of  dominion. 
By  the  right  of  dominion  a  nation  enads  laws,  and  eltablilhes 
jurifdidions,  to  which,  not  only  its  own  fubjeds,  but  thofe  of 
other  countries,  are  obliged  to  fubmit,  within  the  pale  of  its 
power ;  here  then  the  trial,  which  the  law  of  nations  gives, 
is,  as  it  were,  fuperfeded,  and  hence  arifes  the  right  which 
governments  have  always  enjoyed,  of  proteding  the  property 
of  an  enemy  within  their  own  precinfls. 
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filled  in  their  claim,  and  were  refolved  to  continue 

their  illicit  trade  at  all  hazards,  our  ftiips  of  war 

and 

5.  But  beyond  the  verge  of  thefe  precinfts,  the  general 
law  of  nations,  as  by  §.  2  and  3,  again  takes  place  ;  the  ge¬ 
neral  law  of  nations  therefore  takes  place  upon  the  Ocean. 
This  reafoning  is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the  moll  emi¬ 
nent  writers,  and  by  the  practice  of  all  maritime  llates. 

§.  6.  With  refpedt  to  particular  treaties,  if  our  ancellors 
have  betrayed  the  intereft  of  their  country,  by  granting  other 
nations  unreafonable  privileges,  we,  who  have  fucceeded  to 
their  rights,  are  bound  to  abide  by  their  conceflions. 

§.  7.  There  is  an  article  in  feveral  of  our  treaties  with  Spain, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  other  powers,  by  which  it  is  flipulated, 
that  “  the  fubjedls  of  the  contracting  Hates  refpe&ively  (hould 
“  have  liberty  to  traffic  throughout  all  countries,  cultivating 
“  peace,  amity,  or  neutrality,  with  either  of  them  ;  and  that 
“  the  faid  liberty  fhall  in  no  wife  be  interrupted  by  any  hind- 
“  ranee  or  difturbance,  by  reafon  of  any  hoftility,  which  may 
«  be  between  either  of  the  faid  llates  and  any  other  king- 
“  doms.” 

8.  This  article  is  intended  as  a  confirmation  of  the  right, 
which  every  nation  had,  by  the  law  of  nations,  of  trading  to 
the  ports  of  any  Hate  with  their  own  merchandize,  and  on  their 
own  account,  though  that  Hate  (hould  be  engaged  in  war  with 
another.  The  confirmation  of  this  right  by  exprefs  terms  was 
made  neceffary,  by  its  having  been  frequently  violated  ;  fome 
of  the  powers  at  war  having  prohibited  the  commerce  of  neu¬ 
tral  nations  with  their  enemies  totally.  About  the  middle  of 
the  lad  century,  therefore,  when  the  commercial  regulations, 
which  now  fubfilt  between  the  European  powers,  firft  began  to 
be  formed,  an  article  of  this  purport  was  inferted  in  all  com¬ 
mercial  regulations,  and  ufually  placed  among  thofe  articles 
of  general  import,  which  are  commonly  firll  laid  down  in 
treaties,  as  the  bafis  oa  which  the  fubfequent  flipulations  were 
founded. 
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and  privateers  picked  them  up  at  fqa  in  the  fame 
manner  as  declared  enemies  :  for,  by  the  lift  of 

fhips 

§.  9.  That  no  right  to  protect  the  enemy’s  goods  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  given  by  thefe  articles,  is  manifeft  from  an  ex- 
prefs  declaration  in  fome  of  the  treaties,  that  an  attempt,  un¬ 
der  favour  of  this  article,  to  proteft  the  goods  of  an  enemy, 
Ihould  be  coniidered  as  a  fraud,  and  feverely  funijhed. 

§  10.  To  eflabliib  a  right,  therefore,  to  carry  freely  the 
effedts  of  an  enemy,  it  was  neceffary  to  have  it  exprefsly  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  it  is  accordingly  exprefsly  mentioned  in  two  trea¬ 
ties,  that  contain  the  article  juft  quoted  befide,  which  alone 
would  prove,  that  the  two  articles  were  inferted  for  different 
purpofes. 

§.  11.  The  right  of  carrying  freely, the  goods  of  an  enemy 
is  exprefsly  granted  in  an  article  in  a  maritime  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Holland,  dated  December  i,  1674,  and  in 
another  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  dated  February 
24,  1677.  The  article  is  this:  “  All  which  fhall  be  found  on 
“  board  the  veflels  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  of  thofe  countries 
“  fhall  be  accounted  clear  and  free,  although  the  whole  lading, 
«  or  any  part  of  it,  fhall  belong  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri- 
“  tain,”  and  fo  reciprocally. 

§.  12.  It  is  acknowledged,  that  by  this  article  the  right 
now  claimed  by  the  Dutch,  of  carrying  French  goods,  was 
fully  granted. 

§.  13.  But  treaties  of  alliance  are  nothing  more  than  ftipu- 
Jations  of  mutual  advantages  between  two  communities,  and 
ou  ^ht  therefore  to  be  coufidered  as  a  bargain,  the  conditions 
of  which  are  always  fuppofed  to  be  equal,  by  thofe  who  make 
it. 

§.  14.  He  therefore  who  breaks  his  part  of  the  contract, 
deftroys  the  equality  or  juftice  of  it,  and  forfeits  all  thofe  be¬ 
nefits,  which  the  other  part  has  ftipulated  in  his  favour.  Of  this 
opinion  are  Grotius  and  PufFendorf. 

15.  Holland  has  broken  her  part  of  her  contradt  with 
Britain  in  the  following  particulars.  In  a  treaty  between  Hol¬ 
land 
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ihips  taken  from  the  French  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  it  appears  that  the  neutral  fhips,  of  which 


land  and  Britain,  concluded  the  3d  of  March,  167?,  the  fti- 
pulations  are,  ift,  A  mutual  guaranty  of  all  they  already  en¬ 
joyed,  or  might  hereafter  acquire  by  treaties  of  peace  in  Europe 
only.  2dly,  A  mutual  guaranty  of  all  treaties  that  were  then 
made,  or  might  afterwards  be  conjointly  made  with  any  other 
power  ;  and,  3dly,  A  mutual  promife  to  defend  and  preferve 
each  other  in  the  poffeffion  of  all  towns  and  fortreffes,  which 
did  then,  or  Ihould  afterwards,  belong  to  either  of  them. 
And,  for  this  purpofe,  it  is  determined,  that  when  either  na¬ 
tion  is  attacked  or  molefted,  the  other  lhall  immediately  fuc- 
cour  it  with  a  certain  number  of  troops  and  men  of  war,  and 
lhall  be  obliged  to  break  with  the  aggreffor  within  two  months 
after  the  party  that,  is  already  at  war  Jhall  require  it,  and  that 
they  lhall  then  aft  conjointly  with  all  their  forces,  to  bring  the 
common  enemy  to  a  reafonable  accommodation.— Now,  Minor¬ 
ca,  a  poffeffion  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  Europe, 
which  lhe  acquired  by  treaty ,  hath  been  attacked,  which  is  a 
cafe  in  the  firft  guaranty.  By  this  attack  of  Minorca,  a  treaty 
that  was  made  conjointly  with  Holland,  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
has  been  broken,  which  is  a  cafe  in  thefecmd  guaranty,  and 
England  hath  been  deprived  of  a  poffeffion,  which  of  right 
belonged  to  her,  which  is  a  cafe  of  the  guaranty.  Yet 
Holland  hath  not  yet  granted  the  fuccours  ftipulated,  and 
many  more  than  two  months  have  paffed,  without  her  having 
entered  into  war  conjointly  with  England,  as  the  treaty  re¬ 
quires.  [The  treaty  ftipulates,  that  war  lhall  be  entered  into 
by  the  party  not  already  at  war,  after  two  months,  if  the  party 
already  at  <war  requires  it.  If  we  have  not  required  the  Dutch 
to  enter  into  our  war  with  France,  the  Dutch  have  not  violated 

this  ftipulation.]  ,  T_  „  ,  -  , 

§  16.  By  a  treaty  between  England  and  Holland,  figned  at 

the  Hague,  the  4th  of  January  1717,  there  is  a  mutual  ftipu¬ 
lation  of  the  parties  to  prated  each  other  in  the  poffeffion  o 

their  dominions  in  Europe  only,  as  eftabliffied  by  the  treaty  of 

Tltrecht:- 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

the  Dutch  made  by  far  the  greateft  part,  exceeded 
the  French  men  taken  at  fea  both  in  number  and 

value. 

Utrecht,  by  the  fame  fuccours  as  in  the  former  treaty  ;  id,  in- 
terpofition  of  good  offices ;  2dly,  a  certain  number  of  forces  ; 
and  laftly,  a  declaration  of  war.  This  treaty  was  renewed  by  the 
quadruple  alliance  of  1 7 1 8  ;  again  by  the  acceflion  of  Hol¬ 
land  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover  in  1726;  and,  laftly,  by  the 
3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  guaranties 
of  thefe  treaties  have  been  broken  by  Holland,  as  Ihe  has  nei¬ 
ther  granted  thp  ftipulated  fuccours,  nor  declared  war  againft 
France  upon  our  lofs  of  Minorca. 

§.  17.  But  it  is  faid,  that  as  the  treaties,  in  which  thefe  di- 
pulations  are  made,  are  defenfiase  treaties,  the  ftipulations  of 
Holland  are  not  binding,  if  we  were  not  firft  attacked.  To 
this  it  is  anfwered,  that  though  thefe  treaties  are  called  defcn- 
fi’ve,  it  does  not  thereby  follow,  that  they  do  not  operate,  ex¬ 
cept  we  were  attacked  firft.  They  guaranty  in  general  certain 
rights  and  poffeiTtons  of  both  parties,  and  when  they  declare 
what  fhall  be  done,  in  cafe  either  fhould  be  attacked,  or  moleft- 
ed,  in  thofe  parts  which  are  the  ohjeffs  of  the  guaranty,  it  is  not 
mentioned  as  neceffary,  that  this  fhould  be  the  firft  attack. 

$.  18.  The  evidence  of  fafts,  however,  will  prove,  that 
England  was  firft  attacked  in  the  prefent  war :  and  therefore 
the  treaties  are  binding,  as  defenft'ue  treaties  in  the  drifted 
fenfe.  In  America  the  prefent  war  has  been  little  more  than 
a  continnation  of  the  lad;  repeated  ufurpations  of  the  pof- 
feflions  of  Great  Britain  have  been  there  the  condant  employ¬ 
ment  of  France,  almod  from  the  hour,  in  which  the  treaty  of 
Aix  was  figned  ;  and  thefe  were  at  lad  followed  by  an  avowed 
military  attack  upon  a  fort  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  by  regular  troops  afting  under  a  commidion  from  the 
court  of  France.  [In  1754,  the  French  took  the  block-houfe 
and  truck-houfe  of  the  Virginians,  at  Log's  town,  on  the 
Ohio  ;  cut  off  all  the  traders  but  two,  and  carried  off  goods 
and  merchandize  to  the  value  of  20,000  1.]  France  is  alfo  the 
aggreffor  in  the  European  war;  if  the  intention  alone  be  re¬ 
garded, 
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value.  The  French  loft  13  men  of  war-,  49  pri-  A.D. 
vateers  and  armed  merchantmen,  which  carried 

619  guns, 

garded,  the  firft  hoftile  intention  in  Europe  was  the  defign  to 
invade  Great  Britain  ;  a  defign  fufficiently  proved  and  avowed 
by  the  preparations  which  France  made  for  it.  If  we  look  for 
the  firft  overt  aft,  the  firft  overt  aft  was  alfo  made  by  France  in 
her  attack  upon  Minorca,  which  was,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
parties,  the  opening  of  the  European  war ;  for  the  captures 
that  we  made  of  the  French  veffels  at  fea,  muft  be  confidered 
as  belonging  to  the  American  war ;  they  were  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  hoftilities  there  firft  commenced,  and  as  reprifals 
for  the  injury  committed  there  upon  the  property  of  the  Eng- 
lilh.  Upon  this  principle  the  legiflature  here  hath  exprefsly 
refufed  to  diftribute  the  captures  among  the  captors,  though 
they  have  diftributed  all  otner  prizes. 

19.  Bat  it  may  (till  be  objefted,  that  though  France  was 
the  aggreffor  in  America,  Holland  is  not  concerned  in  the 
quarrel,  becaufe  the  conceited  rights  there  are  not  contained 
in  the  guaranties ;  and  though  France  is  aggreffor  in  Europe 
alfo,  yet  ihe  being  aggreffor  in  Europe,  only  in  confequence 
of  hoftilities  committed  in  America,  neither  is  Holland  con¬ 
cerned  in  this.  It  is  anfwered,  that  if  the  reafoning,  on  which 
thefe  objections  are  founded,  was  admitted,  it  would  alone  be 
fufficient  to  deftroy  the  effeds  of  every  guaranty,  and  totally 
extinguifh  the  confidence  which  nations  mutually  place  in  each 
other,  on  the  faith  of  defenfive  alliances.  It  points  out  to  the 
enemy  a  certain  method  of  avoiding  the  inconvenience  of  fuch 
an  alliance ;  for  he  need  only  make  the  firft  effort  on  fome 
place  not  included  in  the  guaranty,  and  he  may  then  purfue 
his  views  againft  every  objeft  of'  it  with  fafety  :  Let  France 
firft  attack  a  little  fpot  belonging  to  Holland  in  America,  and 
her  harrier  would  be  guarantied  no  longer.  The  opinion  of 
Holland,  upon  this  queflion,  is  manifeft  from  faCls.  Soon 
after  Holland  had  concluded  a  defenfive  treaty  with  France, 
in  1662,  (of  which  her  treaty  with  England  in  1678  is  but  a 

copy)  ihe  became  engaged  in  a  war  with  England.  The  firft 
r  attack 


The  GENERAL  HISTORY  or 

6 19  guns,  and  3824  men  ;  104  trading  veftels, 
moft  of  them  coafters,  of  no  confiderable  value ; 

but 

attack  was  then,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  made  on  a  place  out 
of  Europe,  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  :  the  caufe  of  the  war  was 
alfo  the  fame,  a  difputed  right  to  certain  poffeflions  out  of  the 
bounds  of  Europe,  fome  in  Africa,  and  others  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  Hoftilities  having  continued  fome  time  in  thefe  parts, 
they  afterwards  commenced  in  Europe.  Holland  immediately 
declared,  that  the  cafe  of  that  guaranty  did  exijl,  and  demand¬ 
ed  the  ftipulated  fuccours.  Thefe  fuccours  w ere  granted ,  and 
France,  by  this  conceffion,  fhewed  that  (lie  was  of  the  fame 
opinion,  efpecially  as  it  was  not  her  intereft  to  comply,  for 
this  very  conceffion  checked  her  youthful  monarch  in  the  firft 
effay  of  his  ambition,  delayed  for  feveral  months  his  entrance 
into  the  Spanifh  provinces,  and  brought  upon  him  the  enmity 
of  England.  That  the  fame  was  intended  by  the  treaty  with 
us  of  1678,  as  was  intended  by  this  treaty,  farther  appears 
from  their  having  been  negociated  by  the  fame  ftatefman. 
Van  Beuningen,  who  claimed  and  obtained  the  fuccours  from 
France,  in  confequence  of  the  firft  treaty,  before  he  nego¬ 
ciated  the  fecond. 

§.  20.  But  atohce  to  put  an  end  to  all  difputes  arifing  from 
the  article  fuppofed  to  give  Holland  a  right  of  protecting 
French  property,  it  was,  by  an  article  i«  a  fubfequent  treaty, 
long  ago  repealed.  The  treaty,  in  which  this  article  was 
laft  inferted,  was  concluded  December  1,  1674;  four  years 
after  this,  a  defenfive  alliance  was  concluded,  in  which  it  was 
ftipulated  between  England  and  Holland,  that,  “  if  either 
“  party  Ihould  be  attacked  in  Europe,  the  other  lhould  declare 
“  war  againft  the  aggreffor  in  two  months,  if  required,”  as 
has  been  before  remarked.  By  this  article,  therefore,  Hol¬ 
land  muft,  within  two  months  after  England  has  been  attack¬ 
ed  by  France  in  Europe,  become  the  enemy  of  France  her- 
felf.  Except,  therefore,  it  can  be  fuppofed,  that  to  be  the  ene¬ 
my  of  France  means  to  preferve  her  trade,  and  protect  her  pro¬ 
perty.  Holland  can  now  have  no  right  to  do  either ;  and  if 

the 
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but:  there  are  found  176  neutral  fhips,  mod  of  A-  D* 

them  richlv  laden  with  the  produce  of  the  French  1/5>'‘ 

J  1  What 

colonies,  or  with  ftores  of  all  forts  to  enable  the  number  of 

French  to  continue  the  war.  The  lofs  of  fhips 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  amounts  to  3 1 3,  amongft 
amono-d  which  are  found  no  more  than  feven  pri- 
vateers  j  the  red  are  chiefly  coading  veflels,  empty 
tranfports,  and  difarmed  fhips  of  no  conflderable  fhlPs* 
value.  A  circumflance  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
adminidration  %  which  had  difabled  the  French 
navy  fo,  as  to  fecure  our  trade  and  navigation,  as 
well  as  our  colonies ;  and  took  fuch  meafures,  as 
in  a  little  time  would  put  an  end  to  their  fcheme  of 
a  pettit  guere ,  or  a  war  carried  on  by  privateers ; 
and  to  their  commerce  in  Dutch  or  neutral  bot¬ 
toms. 

Our  minidry,  at  this  time,  had  not  the  drength  ;  Thepolicy 
but  the  policy  of  France  to  encounter.  The  French 
French  minidry  had  thefe  points  in  view,  which  miniihy. 
mud  be  attained,  or  they  mud  be  undone.  Trade 
mud  be  fupported,  or  their  finances  mud  fail: 
their  colonies  mud  be  protected,  or  their  trade 
mud  be  lod.  And  in  regard  to  Great  Britain, 

the  word  enemy  is  not  thus  abfurdly  taken,  the  article  requiring 
the  Dutch  to  become  the  enemy  of  France,  is  a  diredi  and  po- 
fiti-ve  declaration,  that  the  fhips  of  Holland  fhali  not  have  a 
right  to  protect  the  effefts  of  the  French. 

An  article  of  the  fame  purport  occurs  in  two  fubfequent 
treaties,  in  which  it  is  alfo  exprefsly  declared,  that  whatever 
has  been  eftablifhed  by  any  later  treaty,  fhali  be  underftood 
and  performed  in  the  fenfe  therein  exprefled,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  had  to  any  former  treaty. 

See  the  note  on  p.  48.  Vol.  IT.  and  page  33.  Vol.  III. 
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ufed  by  the 
French 
to  fuccour 
their  colo¬ 
nies. 


flow  obvi¬ 
ated  by  the 
Englifh. 
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means  muft  be  contrived  to  interrupt  their  com¬ 
merce,  and  to  injure  their  credit.  For  thefe  pur- 
pofes  every  ftratagem  was  contrived  and  executed. 
The  defperate  (fate  of  their  colonies  in  North 
America,  which  they  could  not  fuccour  by  open 
force/,  put  them  upon  the  neceftity  of  rifking 
fingle  fhips,  or  fmall  convoys  from  fuch  ports, 
as  were  thought  lead  obferved  by  the  Englifh,  to 
take  the  advantage  of  dark  nights,  foggy  weather, 
and  even  of  feas  and  feafons,  in  which  they  could 
not  expedl  to  meet  with  any  oppofition  from  an 
enemy.  While  they  made  all  the  appearance  of 
preparations  to  embark  men  and  warlike  impli- 
ments  and  (lores  in  the  weft,  their  (lore  drips  and 
tranfports  dole  out  of  the  fouthern  ports,  or  in 
the  channel,  in  weather,  that  had  driven  the 
Englifh  off  their  coaft ;  and,  if  they  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  our  cruifers,  placed  their  future  fafety 
in  the  fogs  of  Newfoundland,  or  in  the  ice  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  ;  which  none  but  the  mod 
diftrefied  navigators  would  dare  to  encounter ;  or 
in  the  dangerous  pafiage  through  the  (freights  of 
Belleifle,  unnoticed  by  the  Englifh  cruifers  in  the 
bay  of  St.  Lawrence.  This  did  not  efcape  the 
vigilance,  nor  fail  of  the  care  required  in  the  mi- 
nifter,  that  watched  to  improve  all  advantages  for 
his  country,  and  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  in  every  un¬ 
dertaking.  Our  fquadrons  and  cruifers  were  fo 
judicioufly  ftationed  and  well  inftrudted,  that  few 
of  thefe  defperadoes*  efcaped. 

r  See  the  reafon  on  page  54,  &c.  Vol.  III. 

Another 
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Another  expedient  no  lefs  Angular  than  the  For-  ^ 
mer,  was  to  threaten  England  with  an  invafion  by  ^ 
flat-bottomed  boats.  An  incredible  number  °f  fionthreat- 
thefe  boats  were  reported  to  be  built  in  the  ports 
of  the  Channel.  They  were  Rationed  in  three  di- 
vifions,  to  land  a  powerful  army  at  three  diftant 
places  at  one  time.  Troops  were  marched  down 
to  the  coad,  and  all  forts  of  military  (lores  were 
prepared  for  embarkation  :  and  the  mod  amazing 
diligence  was  pretended  at  Rochefort,  Bred,  and 
other  ports,  to  equip  the  whole  remains  or  the 
French  navy,  to  cover  and  lupport  this  invafion. 

By  which  means  it  was  expedted  to  diftradt  the  Why. 
Englifh  councils,  which  heretofore  had  been  fo 
often  frightened  into  a  date  of  inadlivity  by  the 
terrors  of  an  invafion  ;  and  thereby  to  difconcert 
their  prefent  vigorous  meafures,  and  to  prejudice 
the  national  credit.  But  this  rather  prompted  the  How  pre- 
neceflity  of  increafing  the  vigour  of  our  meafures  •, 
to  attack  them  on  their  own  coads  *,  to  burn  their 
fhips  and  magazines,  and  to  find  employment  for 
their  troops  to  defend  their  own  country.  This 
raifed  our  national  credit  to  the  highed  pitch,  and 
brought  the  French  gafeonade  of  an  intended  inva¬ 
fion  into  contempt,  and  to  be  the  feoff  of  old  wo¬ 
men  and  children. 

Every  other  projedt  having  failed,  they  at  lad 
difarmed  and  laid  up  their  ufelefs  (hips  of  war,  encourag- 
and  encouraged  private  adventurers  to  fit  out  pri-  e  * 
vateers  of  confiderable  drength  to  interrupt  our 
navigation  and  to  didrefs  our  trade,  which  did  us 
confiderable  damage  on  the  coad  of  Scotland  and 

C  c  2  Ireland, 
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-A-  p.  Ireland,  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  and  from 
‘  ^  the  Lands  End  to  Holy  Eland,  or  the  mouth  of 
the  Tweed  ;  in  the  Levant,  but  mod  of  all  about 
the  Capes  of  Virginia  and  our  fugar  Elands,  in 
Their  which  latitudes  we  buffered  mod.  But  they  were 
not  permitted  to  range  thofe  Teas  without  chaftife- 
ment,  as  the  number  mentioned  above  amongft 
the  captures,  plainly  convince  us :  and  as  it  will 
more  fully  appear  in  tf^e  following  a&ions. 

Remark-  The  year  was  introduced  by  the  capture  ol  the 
ture  ofPthe  Machgult  3  privateer,  of  14  nine  pounders  and 
Machault.  1S2  men,  in  Dungenefs  road,  on  the  ift  day  of 
January  1758,  by  the  Adventure  armed  fhip,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Bray  for  the  King,  and  by 
Chriftopher  Allifon  for  the  owners,  in  contrail 
with  the  government.  Captain  Bray  in  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  admiralty,  (dated  the  2d  of 
January)  informs  them,  That  while  he  laid  at 
anchor  on  the  firft  of  January,  he  faw  a  fnow 
reach  in  for  the  Nefs,  which,  at  firft,  he  took  for 
a  man  of  war,  but  that  he  cleared  fhip  and  veered 
away  to  the  fplice  on  the  windlafs :  that,  about 
two,  cut  the  fplice,  and  made  fail  large  :  that,  in 
a  few  minutes  after,  they  began  to  fire  at  each 
other,  when  judging  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
rake  the  Adventure,  he  ordered  the  helm  to  be 
put  hard  a  port  •,  which  had  the  defired  effeil  of 
laying  her  a-thwart  hawfe,  her  bowfprit  coming 
in  between  his  main- fail  and  mizen-mafts.  That 
we  (he  fays)  palled  the  end  of  the  mizentop- 

*  She  came  out  of  Dunkirk  on  the  ill  of  January  in  the 
morning. 


fail 


the  LATE  WAR,  405 

fail  fheet  through  his  bob-ftay,  and  made  it  fafl:  > 
but  fearing  to  lofe  fuch  a  good  oppoitunity,  and 
that  they  would  get  clear,  got  a  hawfer,  and  palled 
it  three  times  round  her  bowfprit  and  the  capfton 
on  the  quarter-deck  ;  fo  that  the  aftion  depended 
greatly  on  the  fmall  arms,  which  was  very  fm*rt 
Tbout  an  hour.  That  ffie  then  ftruck  her  colours.! 
that  (he  began  to  fire  again,  when  boarded  but 
was  foon  filenced  i  having  40  men  kiiled  and 
wounded  •,  whereas  the  Adventure  had  but  one  man 
killed  and  two  wounded. 

This  was  fuch  a  gallant  aftion,  that  the  Lords.^'-f 
of  the  admiralty  rewarded  the  captain,  who  af-  aftion. 
fumes  all  the  merit  to  himfelf,  in  this  reprefenta- 
tion,  with  the  command  of  the  Princefs  Amelia, 
an  80  gun  fhip.  Captain  Bray’s  merit,  to  be  fure, 
was  worthy  of  the  reward.  But  his  generofity,  his 
humanity,  his  juftice  would  have  appeared  with 
greater  luftre  had  he,  according  to  the  example  of 
other  great  men,  both  in  our  fleets  and  armies, 
given  due  praife  to  him  or  them,  who  piompted 
fo  happy  and  fuccefsful  a  meafure  *  who  worked 
the  fhip,  to  bring  it  to  bear  •,  and  who  put  the 
firfl:  and  chief  hand  to  its  execution  ;■  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  rather  an  a£t  originally  fuggefted,  and 
moft  likely  to  be  managed  by  a  dextrous  well-ex¬ 
perienced  navigator,  than  by  the  officer  engaged 
in  the  fighting  of  a  fhip.  Accordingly  we  have 
an  account  before  us,  which  confirms  this  luppo.- 
fition,  and  claims  the  greatefl:  ffiare  in  the  glory 

of  this  action,  for  Mr.  Chriftopher  Allifon,  mafter 

C  r  o  Oa 
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of  the  Adventure  for  the  owners who  is  ftill 
alive  and  profperous  j  though  he  has  been  totally 

neglected, 

f  Mr.  Reed,  Spithead,  January  29th,  1758. 

Your  favour  of  the  13th  I  received  on  the  20th,  wherein  I 
find  you  want  to  know  the  particulars  of  our  aflion.  The 
following  is  the  truth,  to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge  ;  which 
is,  I  believe,  better  than  any  in  the  (hip  can  give.  On  the 
firft  of  January,  Dungenefs- light  eaff  by  north  from  us  four 
miles :  about  twelve  at  noon  faw  a  fnow  ftand  in  for  Dunge- 
nefs ;  which  fome  took  for  one  of  our  cruifers.  Dinner  beinw 
ready.  Captain  Bray  gave  orders  for  all  the  hammocks  up, 
and  clearing  the  fhip,  which  was  done  in  the  time  we  were  at 
dinner.  Monfieurs,  fmelling  our  beef,  roaft-pork  and  plumb¬ 
pudding,  came  down  in  order  to  deprive  us  of  it :  we  dined 
on  our  beef  and  pork  before  they  came :  the  pudding  we 
fought  for. 

Being  informed  by  the  officer  upon  deck,  that  ffie  was  bear¬ 
ing  down  with  an  Engliffi  jack  flying,  we  went  up,  and  foon 
faw  what  ffie  was.  Our  captain’s  order  was  to  heave  in  the 
cable  :  I  told  him,  we  had  not  time  ;  it  would  be  better  to 
bear  away  to  the  fplice  and  cut ;  in  the  mean  time,  loofed 
our  top  fails  and  fore-fail,  cut  and  bore  away  large  :  had  not 
time  to  get  our  top-fails  hoiked  :  being  then  within  gun-ffiot, 
we  fired.  He  immediately  down  Engliffi  and  up  French  co¬ 
lours,  but  did  not  fire  at  us.  I  told  Captain  Bray,  his  intent 
was  to  rake  us,  and  defired  to  port  our  helm  ;  which  he  gave 
orders  for.  finding  our  ffiip  to  lay  in  the  fame  pofition,  1  run 
to  the  wheel,  and  found  the  helm  a  flar-board,  put  it  a  port, 
as  faff  as  I  could,  ffiip  wearing  very  faff,  and  he  ffiearing  to¬ 
wards  us,  with  full  fail,  could  not  prevent  boarding  us :  fee¬ 
ing  in  what  pofnion  ffie  was  coming,  I  told  Captain  Bray,  ffie 
was  our  own  ;  only  make  her  faff,  ffie  would  not  be  able  to 
get  a  gun  to  bear  on  us.  From  that  I  ran  to  cut  the  pikes 
down,  expeffing  they  had  their  men  ready  to  board  us,  which 
they  had  ;  but  receiving  fuch  a  continual  fire,  they  could  not 
Hand  it.  I  called  out  to  the  pilot  feveral  times,  with  anger, 
who  had  hold  of  the  bob-flay  with  his  hand,  to  make  her  faff ; 
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neglefted,  boA  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  faft,  A.D. 

and  in  the  diftr“ution  of  public  rewards. 

The  Honourable  Captain  Byron,  or  his  IV. a-  BiiUiantj 
jefty’s  (hip  the  America,  in  company  with  the  Co-  &c. 
ventry  and  Brilliant,  returning  from  a  cruife  to 
Plymouth-Sound*,  informs u  M.  Clevland,  amongft 

I  laid  down  mv  mufket,  ran  forward  for  a  tow  line, Tent  feme 
of  the  main-deck  idlers  to  hand  the  end  up,  ran  a.t  with  t 

end,  reeved  it  through  his  bob  flay,  brought  it  to  the  capftc >  , 

and  took  a  round  turn  with  the  other  part.  In  the  mean  . 
Captain  Bray,  and  the  pilot,  had  got  the  mizen-top-fad  (hee 
palled ,  and  made  it  fad  to  a  cleet  on  the  mizen-maft,  wh 
came  off.  That  being  done  I  returned  to  the  mulket, 
which  the  aflion  chieily  depended  :  about  this  time they ' 
an  attempt  to  rally  their  men,  and  to  man  their  fore-ca  , 
and  dropt  their  fore-fail  that  we  might  not  fee  them.  O 
the  four  pounders,  in  the  round-houfe,  cleared  a  way  for  us, 
by  firing  part  of  their  fore-fail ;  renewing  our  mufquetry,  with 
more  vigour,  from  the  quarter-deck  and  round-houfe,  7 
Td  to  a  man,  for  (helter  :  and  I  perceived  their  colours  to 
be  ftruck,  which  I  called  out  accordingly,  and  fired  my  mu 
quet  in  the  air :  four  of  us  jumped  upon  their  fore  caftle  ba 
racading  for  boarding  them,  amongft  whom  was  our  pilot 
unexpeaed,  they  gave  us  a  volley  o^fmall  arms , ^ 

grcat 

gUMy  n^  Mr .  He^bo  finalized  himfelf  equal  to 
of  the  aftion.  Iam 


To  Mr.  Jofeph  Reed,  rope- 
maker,  near  Sun-tavern 
Fields,  London. 

u  Qn  January  the  7th, 


C  C  4 


Yours, 

Christ.  Atm  son. 
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f;5?.  other  particulars,  That  in  an  engagement  with  the 
Diamond,  a  fineweffel  of  200  tons  and  upwards, 
mounting  fourteen  carriage  guns,  richly  laden 
with  the  fineft  furs  from  Quebec  ;  all  the  aftern- 
part  of  her  blew  up,  burnt  with  fuch  violence  for 
hair  an  hour,  that  fire  funk  ;  only  twenty-four 
out  of  feventy  men  could  be  faved  ;  fome  of 
which  were  fo  miferably  burnt  that  they  died. 
That  the  Coventry  had  taken  the  Dragon  priva¬ 
teer  of  Bayonne,  a  new  fhip,  on  her  firft  cruife, 
carrying  24  nine  pounders  and  284  men  ;  after 
an  hour  and  a  half’s  warm  difpute.  The  priva¬ 
teer  had  four  men  killed  and  twelve  wounded. 
The  Coventry  had  only  fix  wounded  5  one  of 
whom  died.  And  that  the  Brilliant  had  funk, 
with  her  firft  broadfide,  the  Intrepide  of  Bayonne’ 
a  privateer  of  14  guns  and  130  men,  ten  of  whom 

were  killed,  the  reft  were  taken  yp  by  the  Brilli¬ 
ant’s  boats. 

The  cruifers  in  the  bay,  and  elfewhere,  had 
moft  extraordinary  fuccefs  about  this  time :  the 
Stiriing-caftle  and  Loweftoffe  took  two  large 
French  fhips,  laden  with  provifions,  ftores  and 
foldiers  for  Louifbourg  ;  being  part  of  a  convoy, 
that  failed  from  the  Ifiand  of  Aix,  under  the  care 
of  the  Prudent  and  Capricieux,  and  the  Tripon 
and  Heroine  frigates.  Two  more  ftore- fhips  from 
Rochelle  and  Louifbourg,  were  taken  by  the  Dun¬ 
kirk.  The  Huflar  fire-fhip  took  a  French  fri¬ 
gate  of  36  guns,  300  men,  after  killing  100  of 
the  enemy  :  the  Shannon  alfo  brought  in  a  French 
frigate  of  36  guns:  and  another  of  the  fame 
i  weight 
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weight  of  metal  was  funk  by  one  of  our  men  of  A-  D- 

•  u  ‘758. 

war  in  the  bay. 

In  the  courfe  of  correfpondence  in  this  month, 
the  admiralty  received  advice  from  Rear-Admiral 
Coates,  That  on  the  21ft  of  October  laft.  Cap- Captain 
tain  Forreft,  in  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Augufta,  with  * 
the  Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh  under  his  com-  aftlon* 
mand,  cruifing  off  Cape  Francois,  was  attacked 
by  four  fhips  of  the  line  w  and  three  large  frigates, 
intended  to  drive  the  fmall  Englifh  fquadron  off 
the  coaft,  and  to  clear  the  way  for  a  large  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  ready  to  fail  from  thence  for  Old 
France.  Neither  their  number,  nor  ftrength,  was 
able  to  frighten  the  three  Englifh  captains,  who 
unanimoufiy  agreed  to  fight  them,  and  bore  down 
upon  the  French  fquadron  :  that  the  aftion  begun 
about  twenty  minutes  part  three,  with  great  brifk- 
nefs  on  both  fides,  and  continued  for  two  hours 
and  a  half,  at  which  time  the  French  commodore 
made  a  fignal,  and  one  of  the  frigates  went  im¬ 
mediately  and  towed  him  out  of  the  line,  and  was 
followed  by  the  reft  of  his  fquadron,  and  by  the 
fame  means. — That  the  Englifh  men  of  war  had 
buffered  fo  much  in  their  marts,  fails  and  rigging, 
that  they  were  in  no  condition  to  purfue  them  ; 
fo  that  the  French,  greatly  difabled,  were,  by  the 
help  of  the  land-breeze,  and  their  frigates  towing 
them,  got  fafe  into  port.  The  French  loft  300 
men  killed,  and  had  as  many  wounded. 

In  the  month  of  February  Captain  EllioP,  in  of  Captain 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Huffar,  took  the  Vengeance  of Elliot- 

w  Ihs  Intrepide,  Cpiniatre,  Sceptre  and  Greenwich. 

24  twelve 
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A.  D.  24  twelve  and  nine  pounders,  20  fwivels  and  310 
17s8‘  men-,  and  the  Torbay  took  a  frigate  of  26  guns, 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders,  and  350  men, 
amongft  whom  were  100  gentlemen  volunteers, 
fitted  out  on  purpofe,  and  cruifing  to  take  Cap¬ 
tain  Lockhart. 

of  Captain  Bis  Majefty’s  fhip  Windfor,  of  60  guns,  Cap- 
Faulkner.  tajfl  Faulkner,  with  the  Efcorte  frigate,  being 

fent  to  intercept  two  French  frigates  and  three 
ftore-fhips  from  Dunkirk-road  to  the  weflward, 
on  the  27th  of  April,  fell  in  with  them  about  fix- 
teen  leagues  from  the  Ram-Head,  when  the  two 
frigates  brought  to  in  a  line,  as  if  they  intended 
to  receive  him,  and  the  ftore-fhips  continued 
{landing  to  the  weft  ward.  When  the  Windfor 
came  within  about  two  gun-fhot  of  the  frigates, 
they  made  all  the  fail  they  could  towards  the  coaft 
of  France  :  upon  which  Captain  Faulkner  fent  the 
Efcorte  after  the  ftore-fhips,  while  he  gave  chafe 
to  the  frigates,  and  continued  it  till  four  in  the 
afternoon ;  when  finding  they  greatly  outfailed 
him,  he  gave  it  over,  and  made  after  their  convoy, 
which  could  then  but  juft  be  difcerned  from  the 
poop.  The  next  morning,  at  day -light,  only  one 
of  them  was  to  be  feen,  which  the  Windfor  came 
up  with  and  took.  She  was  called  the  St.  Peter, 
of  near  400  tons  burden,  and  her  cargo  confifted 
of  provifions,  and  1000  ftand  of  arms,  intended 
for  Quebec.  Another  of  thefe  ftore-fhips  was 
fallen  in  with,  the  fame  day,  by  a  fquadron  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  to  the  weftward,  commanded 
by  Captain  Pratten,  and  was  taken  by  Captain 

Douglas 
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Douglas  in  the  Alcide.  She  was  called  the  Baden,  A.  D. 
about  the  fame  fize  with  the  other,  and  laden  with  1/S^' 
provifions. 

On  the  29th,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  after-  ofCaptaia 
noon,  Captain  Pratten  feeing  a  fail  to  the  fouth-  Denm!” 
weft,  made  a  fignal  for  the  Dorfetfhire,  of  70 
guns  and  520  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Den¬ 
nis,  to  give  chafe  and  foon  after,  obferving  the 
chafe  to  be  a  large  fhip,  difpatched  the  Achilles, 
of  60  guns,  commanded  by  the  Honourable  Cap¬ 
tain  Barrington,  alfo  after  her,  and  then  followed 
them  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron.  About  feven 
o’clock  the  Dorfetfhire  came  up  with  the  chafe, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Raifonable,  a  French  fhip 
of  war  of  64  guns,  and  630  men,  and  Captain 
Dennis  began  to  engage  her  very  clofely,  and  they 
continued  warmly  engaged  till  about  nine  o’clock, 
when  the  enemy’s  fhip,  commanded  by  the  Prince 
de  Mombazon,  Chevalier  de  Rohan,  ftruck,  having 
fuffered  greatly  in  her  hull,  and  had  61  men 
killed,  and  100  wounded.  She  was  going  from 
l’Orient  to  Breft,  a  new  fhip,  not  above  four  or 
five  months  off  the  flocks.  The  Dorfetfhire’s 
malls,  yard  and  fails,  were  greatly  fhattered.  She 
had  15  men  killed,  and  21  wounded,  in  the  adlion, 
of  whom  one  died  of  his  wounds. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March  the  Buckingham  and  ofCaptam 
Cambridge  attacked  and  levelled  with  the  ground,  r>ue1, 
a  fmall  fort  in  Grand  Ance-bay,  on  the  illand  of 
Martinico,  deftroying  three  privateers,  and  con¬ 
verting  the  fourth  into  a  tender.  But  what 
does  the  greateft  honour  to  Captain  Tyrrel,  the 
commodore,  is  the  following  incident ;  when  the 
.  fort 
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A.  D.  fort  was  demolifhed,  a  village  fituated  clofe  by  it 
I/5‘"  was  a  ftrong  temptation  to  men  flufhed  with  vic¬ 
tory  to  attack,  and  they  follicited  warmly  for  leave 
to  deftroy  it,  but  their  brave  commander  replied, 
“  Gentlemen,  it  is  beneath  us  to  render  a  num- 
“  ber  of  poor  people  miferable,  by  deftroying 
“  their  habitations  and  little  conveniencies  of  life  ; 

brave  Englifhmen  fcorn  to  diftrels  even  their 
“  enemies,  when  not  in  arms  againffc  them 
This  prevailed,  and  faved  the  lives  of  the  inno¬ 
cent  villagers. 

Capturesat  Advices  from  Kingflon  in  Jamaica,  give  an  ac- 
■  tjiat  iVfajefty’s  /hip  Augtifta,  Captain- 

Forreft,  commander,  had  brought  in,  to  that  port, 
the  Mars,  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  twelve 
nine  and  fix  pounders,  with  her  whole  convoy, 
Le  Theodore,  of  22  guns;  La  Marguretta,  of  16 
guns;  Le  St.  Pierre,  of  16  guns;  Le  Solide,  of 
j4  guns:  Le  Flore,  of  14  guns;  Le  Morrice 
le  Grand,  of  i3  guns;  Le  Brilliant,  of  14 
guns;  and  Le  Monette,  a  brigantine  of  10 
guns,  bound  from  Port  Prince  to  Old  France, 
laden  with  fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  cotton,  &c. 
which  coft  170,000  b  The  Mars  ffruck  upon 
receipt  of  the  firll:  broadfide,  and  all  the  reft  fol¬ 
lowed  her  example. 

Captain  A  few  days  after  arrived,  at  the  fame  port* 
^Uant S  riie  privateer- floop  Thurloe,  mounting  r4  car- 
utfion.  riage  guns,  with  84  men,  belonging  to  St.  Kitt’s, 
and  commanded  by  Captain  Mantle,  with  his 
prize  the  Deux  Amis,  a  French  privateer,  Cap¬ 
tain  Felix  commander,  mounting  ten  carriage  guns, 
with  98  men,  belonging  to  Port  Louis.  The 

French- 


Frenchman  bore  down  on  Captain  Mantle,  who 
prepared  to  receive  her,  and  being  come  very 
near,  gave  her  a  very  warm  falute,  with  both  his 
great  guns  and  fmall  arms.  The  Deux  Amis  re- 
turned  the  compliment,  and  then  made  all  the 
fail  fhe  could  to  get  off.  But  the  intrepid  Mantle 
prefently  convinced  him  that  he  had  met  with  a 
tartar,  gave  her  chace,  and  Toon  ranged  her  along- 
fide  of  the  enemy.  The  Frenchman  having  no 
choice  but  to  fight  or  to  ftrike,  and  defpairing  of 
fuccefs  by  his  great  guns,  refolutely  boarded  the 
Thurloe  on  her  bow  *  which  brought  on  the  moft 
bloody  and  obflinate  engagement,  that  had  been 
heard  of  in  thofe  feas  for  many  years,  both  fides 
being  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  This  bloody 
fcene  lafted  almofl:  three  hours  with  piftols,  fwords, 
granadoes,  powder  flafks,  &c.  fo  that  Captain 
Mantle  expended  near  300  powder  Raffs,  72 
{linking  pots,  and  1 1  rounds  of  great  and  fmall 
arms ;  had  ten  men  killed  and  twenty-five  wound¬ 
ed  :  but  the  (laughter  on  board  the  Deux  Amis 
was  fo  great,  that  there  were  only  ten  men  found 
capable  of  bearing  arms x. 

Captain  Douglas,  of  his  Majefly’s  {hip  the  Al- 
cide,  having  intelligence  of  a  French  frigate, 
called  the  Felicite,  of  36  guns,  and  a  flute,  called 

the 

x  In  the  month  of  April,  Admiral  Broderick  being  ordered 
on  board  the  Prince  George  man  of  war,  appointed  to  carry 
him  to  the  Engliih  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  convoy 
a  numerous  fleet  of  merchantmen  for  the  Streights,  where  the 
admiral  was  to  relieve  Admiral  Olborne,  the  Paid  (hip  took 

fire 
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A.  D.  the  Robufte,  of  24  guns,  being  failed  from  Bour- 
1758,  deaux,  with  ordnance,  (hells  and  (lores,  for  the 

forts, 

fire  at  fea,  in  broad  day-light ;  of  which  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  accounts,  which  are  worthy  of  attention. 

From  the  Reverend  Mr.  Sharp,  chaplain. 

Glafgow,  off  Lifbon,  April  20. 

On  Thurfday  the  13th  inftant,  at  half  an  hour  paft  one  in 
the  afternoon,  word  was  paffed  in  the  ward-room,  by  the  cen- 
try,  that  the  fore-part  of  our  (hip,  the  Prince  George,  was 
on  fire.  The  lieutenants  ran  immediately  forward,  and  myfelf, 
with  many  others,  went  dire&ly  on  the  quarter-deck,  when 
we  found  the  whole  (hip’s  crew  was  alarmed.  The  pumps 
were  handed  out,  engine  and  buckets  carried  forward,  and 
every  immediate  remedy  applied.  The  admiral,  with  the 
lieutenants  on  watch,  kept  the  quarter-deck,  from  whence  he 
fent  fuch  orders  as  he  thought  mod  expedient  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  (hip,  and  the  fouls  in  her.  Captain  Payton,  and 
the  lieutenants,  on  fearch,  found  that  the  fire  broke  out  firft 
in  the  boatfwain’s  (lore-room,  to  which  place  large  quantities 
of  water  were  applied,  but  in  vain  ;  for  the  fmoke  was  fo 
very  great  and  hot,  that  the  poor  creatures  could  not  get  near 
enough  to  the  flames  for  their  labour  to  have  any  effed.  On 
which  Captain  Payton  ordered  (buttles  to  be  made,  that  the 
water  might  be  poured  in  by  that  means :  but  there  he  was 
defeated  likewife,  for  only  two  carpenters  could  be  found, 
and  they  had  nothing  to  work  with,  for  a  long  time,  but  a 
hammer  and  chiffel  each.  The  lower  gun  deck  ports  were 
then  opened,  but  the  water  that  flowed  in  was  not  fufficient  to 
Hop  the  violence  of  the  flames.  He  ordered  likewife  the 
powder-room  to  be  wetted,  led  the  (hip  (hould  immediately 
be  blown  up.  and  every  foul  perifh  in  an  indant.  This  had 
the  defiled  effed,  and  for  fome  minutes  we  had  glimmering 
hopes.  I  mention  the  above  particulars,  as  I  was  below  my¬ 
felf,  worked  with  the  men  as  long  as  I  could  (land  it,  went 
up  for  air,  and  returned  again  indantly,  arid  confequently  an 
r  cye- 
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forts,  and  the  ufe  of  the  men  of  war  ftationed  at  A.  I>. 

•  1  175b. 

Hifpaniola,  fleered  a  courfe  to  intercept  them, 

and 


eye-witnefs,  therefore  declare  them  as  fadls.  The  fire  foon 
increafed,  and  raged  violently  aft  on  the  larboard  fide  ;  and 
as  the  deflruflion  of  the  fhip  was  now  found  inevitable,  the 
prefervation  of  the  admiral  was  firft  confulted.  Captain  Pay- 
ton  came  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  ordered  the  barge  to  be 
manned,  into  which  the  admiral  entered  with  near  forty  more ; 
for  now  there  was  no  diftindtion,  every  man’s  life  was  equally 
precious.  The  admiral,  finding  the  barge  would  overfet, 
dripped  himfelf  naked,  and  committed  himfelf  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves,  and  after  toiling  an  hour  he  was  at  length  taken 
up  by  a  merchantman’s  boat.  Captain  Payton  kept  the  quar¬ 
ter-deck  an  hour  after  the  admiral  left  it,  when  he  happily 
got  into  a  boat  from  the  ftern-ladder,  and  was  put  fafe  on 
board  the  Alderney  floop.  I  mull  be  deficient  even  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  defcription  of  the  melancholy  fcene  that  was  before 
me  ;  fhriekings,  cries,  lamentations,  bemoanings,  raving,  de- 
fpair,  and  even  madnefs  itfelf  prefented  themfelves.  It 
was  now  high  time  to  think  of  taking  care  of  myfelf.  I 
looked  from  every  part  of  the  fhip  for  my  prefervation,  and 
foon  faw  three  boats  off  the  ffern  of  the  fhip.  I  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  my  cabin,  and  offered  up  my  prayers  to  God, 
particularly  thanking  him  for  giving  me  fuch  refolution  and 
compofure  of  mind.  I  then  jumped  into  the  fea  from  one  of 
the  gun-room  ports,  and  fwam  to  a  boat,  which  put  me  fafe 
on  board  the  Alderney  floop.  There  are  near  300  people 
faved,  and  more  might  have  been  faved,  had  the  merchantmen 
behaved  like  human  creatures;  but  they  kept  a  long  way  to 
windward  the  whole  time  ;  and  if  pofiible,  to  their  greater 
fhame  be  it  fpoken,  inftead  of  faving  the  men  that  fwam  to 
their  boats,  they  were  employed  in  taking  up  geefe,  fowls, 
tables,  chairs,  and  whatever  elfe  of  the  kind  came  near  them. 


From  Mr.  Parry,  an  officer,  dated  as  alo<ve. 

About  half  pall  one  at  noon,  being  in  the  office  adjoining  to 
the  cabin,  I  faw  the  admiral  run  out,  with  two  or  three  of¬ 
ficers  ; 
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and  was  fo  lucky  as,  on  the  15th  of  September* 
to  come  up  with  and  to  take  the  Robufte,  about 

20  leagues 

ficers ;  on  enquiring  the  caufb,  I  was  alarmed  with  the  fhip  3 
being  on  fire  forwards,  and  it  was  believed  in  the  boat- 
fwain’s  fore  ftore-room  :  every  method  was  taken  to  extinguifh 
it,  but  the  fmoke  was  fo  violent,  no  perfon  could  get  near 
enough  to  find  where  the  fire  was.  About  half  paft  two  we 
made  the  fignal  of  diftrefs ;  but  to  render  our  fituation  more 
wretched,  the  fog  came  on  very  thick,  and  the  wind  frefhened, 
and  it  was  near  four  before  the  Glafgow  and  Alderney  got 
intelligence  of  our  condition ;  when  they  repeated  the  fignal, 
hoifted  out  their  boats,  and  ftood  towards  us ;  but  they  not 
knowing  we  had  taken  care  to  float  our  powder,  were  under 
fad  apprehenfions  we  might  blow  up,  and  therefore  could  not 
(confident  with  their  own  fafety)  give  us  the  afliftance  our  de¬ 
plorable  condition  rendered  us  fo  much  in  need  of.  We  at¬ 
tempted  to  fcnttle  the  decks,  to  let  the  water  on  the  fire,  but 
the  people  could  not  fland  a  minute  without  being  near  fuffo- 
cated.  About  half  paft  four  the  fmoke  increafed,  and  the 
flames  began  to  break  out :  the  admiral  then  ordered  the 
boats  to  be  hoifted  out,  got  the  barge  out,  and  went  off,  pro- 
mifing  to  bring  a  fhip  along-fide  of  us.  I  oblerved  her  fo 
full  her  gunwale  was  almort  with  the  water,  and,  in  a  few 
minutes  after,  faw  her  fink  at  fome  diftance  a-ftern,  and  not 
above  three  or  four  were  faved  out  of  near  forty,  among  whom 
it  pleafed  God  to  preferve  the  admiral.  The  weather  was 
now  become  clear,  but  none  of  the  merchantmen  would  come 
near  us.  Our  officers  behaved  well,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  people  to  the  pumps  and  drawing  water,  but  they  now 
were  become  quite  ungovernable.  About  a  quarter  before  five 
Captain  Payton  left  the  fhip,  and  promifed  as  the  admiral ; 
but  was  not  able  to  accompliih  it.  About  five  the  long-boat 
was  endeavoured  to  be  got  out,  in  which  were  near  100  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  as  they  were  hoifting  her  out,  one  of  the  tackles 
gave  way,  by  which  fhe  overfet,  and  almoft  every  foul  pe- 
riffied :  we  were  now  reduced  to  the  greateft  diflrefs.  You 

may 
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20  leagues  weft  of  Cape  Finifterre,  laden  with 


6  twenty-four  pounders,  12  eighteen  pounders,  6 


iron 


may  have  fome  idea  of  our  miferable  condition,  when  I  tell 
you  the  (hip  began  to  be  in  flames  fore  and  aft,  fpreading  like 
flax;  people  diftrafted,  not  knowing  what  they  did,  and 
j  umping  over-board  from  all  parts.  I  was  reduced  to  the  me¬ 
lancholy  choice  of  either  burning,  with  the  (hip,  or  going 
over-board.  Very  few  that  could  fwim  were  taken  up,  and  1 
that  could  not  fwim  mud  have  very  little  hopes  indeed.  About 
a  quarter  part  five  I  went  into  the  admiral’s  ftern  gallery,  where 
two  young  gentlemen  were  ladling  two  tables  together  for  a 
raft ;  I  aflifted  them,  and  one  of  them  propofed  to  make  fad 
the  ladling  to  the  gallery,  and  lower  ourfelves  down  to  the 
tables,  then  cut  the  ladling,  and  commit  ourfelves  to  the  mercy 
of  providence  :  we  hoifled  over  the  tables,  but  being  badly 
ladied,  one  of  them  we  loft  ;  as  foon  as  the  other  was  down, 
I  propofed  to  venture  fird,  which  they  readily  confented  to : 
there  was  now  three  boats  a-dern  ;  this  was  the  time  or  never  j 
down  I  went  by  the  rope  ;  but  as  there  was  a  great  fwell  of  fea, 
it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  to  follow  me,  and  I  was  turned 
adrift.  By  the  cries  of  the  people  from  the  (hip -to  the  boats, 
in  about  five  minutes  I  was  taken  up,  very  near  drowned. 


260  faved. 
485  lod. 


715  complement. 

30  paflengers  to  Gibraltar. 


745 


745 


On  Thurfday  the  13th,  about  half  an  hour  pad  one  in 
the  afternoon,  we  were  alarmed  with  fire  in  the  boat fw am  » 
fore  dore  room,  which  put  us  all  into  great  diforder  ;  and  it 
being  a  very  thick  fog,  we  could  not  fee  one  (hip  m  the  fleet. 
We  kept  firing  guns  of  didrefs,  and  no  (hip  appearing  in  fight 
for  an  hour,  we  were  all  in  the  greated  condensation  ;  but 
the  fog  then  duelling,  the  Glafgow  bailed  us,  to  whom  we 
told  our  condition,  and  earnedly  begged  of  them  to  fave  our 


lives. 
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A-  D.  iron  mortars,  3000  fhells  thirteen  inches  diameter, 
I758’  and  with  cordage,  canvas,  flour,  and  feveral  other 

ftores. 

The  fire  flill  increafing,  we  were  obliged  to  hoift  out  our 
boats,  which  from  our  Confufion  were  near  three  hours  fixing 
to  the  tackles,  &c.  every  body  being  engaged  in  preparing  to 
fave  himfelf.  The  poop,  ftern,  and  quarter  galleries,  with 
the  fides,  were  lined  with  men  and  boys,  crying  out  in  a  moll 
moving  manner  to  be  aflilted.  During  this  time,  out  of  twen¬ 
ty-three  fail  of  Ihips,  we  had  but  three  boats  to  our  affiftance, 
and  thofe  would  not  come  near  the  fhip  for  fear  of  being  funk» 
the  poor  fellows  continually  jumping  over  board  j  great  num¬ 
bers  of  whom  were  drowned  in  our  fight. 

We  got  our  boats  out,  which  never  returned  after  going 
once.  By  this  time  the  fire  had  communicated  itfelf  to  the 
middle  gun  deck,  and  nobody  could  go  down  below,  every 
one  expecting  his  death  every  minute,  either  by  fire  or  water, 
and  were  taking  leave  of  each  other.  Soon  after  going  out 
of  the  admiral’s  cabin,  I  faw  the  flames  coming  out  in  the 
hatchway  of  the  upper  gun-deck  ;  I  returned  immediately, 
and  took  my  leave  of  the  petty  officers  that  were  there,  and 
went  over  the  ftarboard  ftern  ladder,  to  fave  myfelf  by  fwim- 
ming,  and  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God,  reached  a  boat,  and 
was  taken  up. 

I  had  juft  got  clear  of  the  fhip  when  the  flames  became  ge¬ 
neral,  and  thofe  poor  unhappy  wretches  that  could  not  fwim, 
were  obliged  to  remain  upon  the  wreck,  with  the  fire  falling 
down  upon  them.  Shortly  after  the  mails  went  away,  and 
killed  numbers,  and  thofe  that  were  not  killed  by  the  malls, 
thought  themfelves  happy  to  get  upon  them.  But  the  fhip 
rolling,  by  reafon  of  the  great  fea,  the  fire  had  communicated 
itfelf  to  the  guns,  which  fwept  them  off  the  deck  in  great 
numbers,  they  being  all  loaded  and  Ihotted. 

Such  a  terrible  fight  the  oldeft  men  in  the  fleet  fay  they 
never  faw.  Thus  ended  our  unhappy  fhip,  afterburning  fix 
hours  and  a  half,  who  had  as  complete  a  crew,  and  was  as 
well  manned  as  any  fhip  that  ever  failed  from  England. 

Letter 
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{lores.  This  was  followed  by  the  capture  of  the  ^ 
Caumartin  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  commanded  by 

M.  Jean 

Letter  from  the  m  after  of  a  merchantman  under  convoy  of  Admiral 

Broderick. 

Thurfday,  April  13.  Ufhant  bearing  eaft  fixty  leagues 
diftance,  at  noon  I  faw  admiral  Broderick  hoift  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs  ;  upon  which  I  made  what  fail  I  could  and  went  down 
to  him.  At  one  in  the  afternoon  I  could  difcern  the  Prince 
George  on  fire ;  at  two  drew  pretty  near  her,  but  thought 
they  might  have  quenched  the  fire.  At  three  o  clock  I  faw 
plainly  there  was  no  quenching  it.  I  was  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  her  Hern,  but  durft  not  venture  a  long- fide,  the  fea 
beating  high  ;  befides,  the  going  off  of  her  guns,  and  danger 
of  blowing  up.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  admiral  was 
taken  up  fwimming,  by  a  merchant  (hip’s  boat,  as  then  the 
(hips  that  had  boats  were  all  out,  and  a  good  many  of  them 
loft.  The  weather  proving  bad,  towards  night  I  was  within 
piftol-lhot,  and  there  remained  fome  time ;  and  picked  up 
four  of  her  crew  ;  and  had  not  two  of  my  men  run  away 
with  my  boat  the  night  before  we  failed  from  St.  Helen  s,  L 
am  confident  I  could  have  faved  fixty  or  eighty  of  them  at 
leaft,  as  I  was  all  the  time  nearer  to  them  than  any  ihip  m 
the  fleet.  What  made  me  venture  fo  near  was,  that  I  knew 
my  (hip  went  well,  and  was  under  good  command.  At  fix, 
what  a  difmal  fight !  the  mails  and  fails  all  in  a  blaze  ;  hun¬ 
dreds  of  fouls  hanging  by  the  ropes  a-long-fide  ;  I  could  count 
fifty  of  them  hanging  over  in  the  ftern  ladder,  others  in  the 
fea  on  oars  and  pieces  of  wood  ;  a  melancholy  fpeftacle  ;  be¬ 
fides  the  difmal  cries  from  the  (hip,  which  ftill  ring  in  my  ears. 

Half  an  hour  paftfixthe  flames  broke  out  at  her  broadfide, 
and  in  lefs  than  five  minutes  every  bit  of  her  was  in  flames, 
and  fo  continued  till  feven,  when  (he  over-fet,  but  did  not 
fink  I  then  ran  within  twenty  yards  of  her,  but  my  people 
compelled  me  to  go  further  off,  for  fear  of  ftriking  on  the 
wreck.  All  I  can  further  fay  of  it,  there  never  was  a  more 
(hocking  fight;  pray  God  that  I  may  never  fee  the  like 
5  D  d  z  aSa,n- 
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M.  Jean  Baptift  de  Cock,  new  from  the  (locks, 
mounting  16  fix  pounders,  (luck  full  of  fwivels 
and  mufquetoons,  burden  280  tons,  and  carrying 
147  men.  She  was  taken  by  his  Majefty’s  (hip 
the  Southampton,  Captain  Gilchrifl,  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  engagement  ofalmoft  three  hours.  But  the 
mod  furprifing  capture  was  the  Belliquieux,  pierced 
for  66  guns,  and  had  64  mounted,  with  417  men 
on  board.  This  French  man  of  war  had  got  into 
Lundy-road.  Which  being  noticed  to  Captain 
Saumerez,  of  his  Majefty’s  (hip  Antelope,  lying 
at  Briftol,  he  failed  y  in  queft  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
beat  down  the  Channel,  as  well  as  he  could,  with 
a  contrary  wind.  And  next  day  (the  ift  of  No¬ 
vember)  got  fight  of  the  Frenchman  at  anchor, 
below  Ilfrecombe ;  who  immediately  weighed, 
flood  towards  the  Antelope,  hoifted  her  colours, 
as  (he  drew  near,  and  feemed  prepared  to  engage  : 
but  foon  after  hauled  them  down.  Being  now 
within  gun-ftiot,  Captain  Saumerez  fired  at  the 
Frenchman,  and,  meeting  with  no  return,  fenf  a 
boat  with  his  firft  lieutenant,  to  know  if  they 
had  furrendered.  The  boat  not  returning,  the 
Antelope  bore  down  under  her  (lern,  and  de- 


again.  It  was  very  grievous  for  me  that  I  could  not  fave 
more  of  her  men,  without  running  the  rifk  of  fharing  her 
fate.  The  1 8th  of  April  the  Glafgovv,  a  twenty  gun  fhip, 
hoifted  the  fignal  for  all  mailers  of  merchant  fhips  to  come  on 
board,  where  the  admiral  had  his  flag  hoifted,  to  know  how 
many  people  we  had  faved  amongft  us,  and  to  deliver  them 
up.  By  the  then  lift  it  appeared,  that  the  admiral.  Captain 
Payton,  and  about  233  men,  were  faved. 
y  On  the  3 1  ft  of  October,  1758. 

manding. 
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manding,  whether  (he  had  (truck,  the  Belliquieux  D. 

anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  without  firing  a  (hot.  ' 1 
She  had  taken  the  Carnarvan  Indiaman  in  her 
paflfage ;  but  had  parted  with  her  in  a  gale  of 
wind  :  which  was  afterwards  retaken  by  admiral 
Bofcawen’s  fquadron.  The  Belliquieux  was  va¬ 
lued  at  150,000  1. 

The  Rinoceros,  of  36  guns,  700  tons,  from" Rinoceros. 
Quebec,  was  taken  about  the  fame  time  by  the 
Ifis,  Captain  Wheeler,  who  took  out  her  people 
and  funk  her.  And  two  days  after  the  Bucking¬ 
ham,  of  65  guns,  472  men  able  to  do  duty, 

Captain  Richard  (now  Admiral)  Tyrrel,  com-  Floriffant. 
mander,  attacked  the  Florififant  of  74  guns,  and 
700  men  j  a  frigate  of  38  guns,  and  350  men, 
and  another  of  28  guns,  and  250  men.  The 
engagement  was  clofe  and  obftinate,  in  which  the 
captain  was  wounded  and  obliged  to  leave  the 
deck  and  the  command  to  the  brave  Mr.  Mar- 
ffial,  his  firft  lieutenant,  who,  having  with  cou¬ 
rage  and  dexterity  brought  the  Buckingham  clofe 
up  to  the  Floriffant,  was  killed  by  the  firft  broad 
fide.  The  fecond  lieutenant  took  the  command, 
and  with  equal  bravery  and  conduit  fought  the 
Chip  till  he  made  the  enemy  fheer  off,  with  con- 
fiderable  damage  in  their  fhips,  and  lofs  of  men. 
Whereas  the  Buckingham  had  no  more  than 
feven  men  killed,  1 7  dangeroufiy,  and  31  (lightly 
wounded. 

In  the  lift  of  King’s  (hips  loft  this  year,  we  find  Litchfield 
the  Litchfield,  of  50  guns,  Captaift  Barton,  et)<p 
which  being  feparated  from  Commodore  Keppel  s 

I)  d  3  fquadron 
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fquadron  by  a  ftorm  off  Cape  Cantin,  in  their  ex¬ 
pedition  againft  Goree,  was  ftranded  on  the  coaft 
of  Barbary.  By  which  accident  130  men  were 
drowned,  and  220  were  feized  by  the  Moors  and 
carried  into  flavery,  till  redeemed,  at  a  vaft  ex¬ 
pence,  by  the  government.  The  Winchelfea 
man  of  war,  of  24  guns,  taken  in  her  paffage 
from  South  Carolina,  by  a  French  man  of  war 
of  64  guns,  and  a  frigate  of  36.  In  the  wind¬ 
ward  paffage,  a  French  man  of  war  of  74  guns, 
picked  up  the  Stork  (loop  ;  and  the  Bolton  tender 
was  taken  off  Mounts  Bay,  by  a  fnow  privateer 
of  16  guns,  after  an  engagement  of  three  hours. 

So  that  the  account  of  the  ffiips  of  war,  taken 
from,  and  by  the  French  in  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
ftands  as  follows : 


French  Jhips  of  war  taken  or  defrayed. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

By  whom  taken, 

Foudroyant 

So 

Admiral  Ofborne. 

pfperance 

74 

the  Orford. 

Alcide 

64c 

Admiral  Bofcawen. 

Lys 

6±\ 

1  v 

Orpheus 

64 

Admiral  Ofborne. 

Raifonablc 

64 

the  Dorfetfhire. 

Arc-en-Ciel 

50 

the  Litchfield. 

Due  d’Aquitain 

5° 

the  Eagle. 

Aauilon 

k 

48 

the  Antelope. 

Royal  Chariot 

3  6 

the  Torbay. 

Hermione 

36 

the  Unicorn. 

Melampe 

34 

the  Tartar. 

(Fmerald 

34 

the  Southampton. 

X  T 

Nymph 
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the  Hampton-court. 
the  Hufiar. 
the  ElTex. 


Nymph 

34 

Brune 

30 

Galatea 

22 

784 

Englijh  Jhips 

cf  war 
the 

Warwick  * 

60  ? 

Greenwich 

50  s 

Winchelfea 

24 

134 

650 

In  the  Weft-Indies. 


Balance  in  favour  of  the 


Englifh. 
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In  this  year  we  have  feen  the  Britifh  flag  reftored  Remarks 
to  its  ancient  dignity,  and  our  enemies  obliged  to  events  of 
yield  up  the  dominion  of  the  feas  to  the  fuperiority  this  V™1'' 
of  the  Britifh  navy.— A  year,  which  will  for  ever 
record  the  wifdom  of  our  national  councils,  the 
conduit  of  our  officers,  and  the  bravery  of  our 
men  employed  in  the  public  fervice,  both  by  fea 
and  land  •,  and  the  chearfulnefs,  with  which  all 
ranks  and  denominations  amongft  the  people  con¬ 
tributed  towards  their  fupport. — A  year,  mod  fe- 
verely  felt  by  all  that  direitly  or  indireitly  ven¬ 
tured  to  difturb  the  peace,  and  interrupt  the  trade 
of  the  Britifh  dominions,  or  to  carry  on  a  clande- 
ftine  commerce  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

>  year,  which  demonftrated,  by  the  great  in- 

creafe  of  its  commerce,  that  the  ftrength  and 


*  Here  I  take  the  liberty  to  rettify  a  miftake  in  theaccounc 
jn  note  page  399,  Vol.  I.  where  it  was  related  from  the  Lon¬ 
don  Gazette,  that  Captain  Shouldham  was  killed  in  that 
engagement,  and  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
the  faid  brave  -commander  is  Hill  alive. 
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riches  of  the  nation  depend  upon  thofe  meafures, 
which  were  then  taken  by  the  miniftry  to  prated 
our  navigation,  and  to  beat  all  oppofition  out  of 
the  feas. 

The  plan  laid  down  by  the  miniftry  for  the 
operations  of  this  year,  was  to  fecure  this  iftand 
from  invafion,  and  to  defeat  the  fcnemes  for  ruin¬ 
ing  our  colonies  in  America  ;  in  preference  to  any 
intereft  of  our  allies,  on  the  continent  •,  though 
not  without  paying  a  due  regard  to  thofe  treaties, 
and  that  intereft,  which  require  the  aid  of  Britain 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  in  general, 
and  of  the  proteftant  intereft  in  particular. 

For  this  purpofe  they  did  not  apply  to  Hanover, 
Hefle  and  Holland,  for  a  military  aid,  to  be  im¬ 
ported  hither  at  an  immenfe  expence,  to  guard  our 
coaft  againft  a  French  invafion:  a  mealure,  by 
which  former  minifters  had  lavifhed  away  the 
riches  of  the  nation  •,  expofed  the  Britiftt  courage 
to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  the  enemy  *,  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  hedor  over  a  difarmed  people, 
terrified  by  every  report  of  their  motions  towards 
the  coaft  of  the  Channel,  and  endangered  the 
common  liberty  of  thefe  kingdoms,  by  placing 
our  privileges,  property  and  lives,  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  a  foreign  army.  But  they  provided  for 
our  internal  fecurjty  by  conftituting  a  regular  and 
well-difciplined  militia,  whofe  expence  doth  not 
amount  to  a  tenth  part  of  io,oco  foreign  auxili¬ 
aries  imported,  and  whofe  ftrength  is  ten  times 
more  to  be  relied  upon.  1  he  hireling  will  flee  in 
time  of  danger :  but  he,  who  takes  up  a  weapon 
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for  felf- defence,  will  die  rather  than  be  made  a 
(lave. 

Our  fleets  were  not  blocked  up  in  the  ports  of 
England,  to  wait  the  delufive  motions  of  the 
French  armaments  and  preparations,  pretended  to 
waft  their  troops  in  flat-bottomed  boats  into  Bri¬ 
tain  :  neither  was  our  army  augmented  to  confume 
the  national  treafure  in  idlenefs  at  home,  and  in 
unprofitable  and  expenfive  encampments  and  pa- 
rade. — The  Britifh  navy  was  permitted  to  carry 
its  power  into  the  ocean,  and  the  army  to  enter 
into  adtual  fervice.— The  happy  fruits  of  which 
councils,  were  gathered  in  the  conqueft  of  Sene¬ 
gal,  Goree,  and  Louilbourg,  with  other  acquifi- 
tions  in  North  America  ^  and  in  the  damages  done 
to  the  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  France,  exclufive  of 
the  deftruition  of  the  French  navy,  and  the  total 
flop  put  to  their  trade  and  commerce,  both  in  their 
own  and  in  neutral  bottoms.  Yet  thefe  great  and 
glorious  advantages  are  no  more  than  an  earned  of 
that  fuccefs,  which  was  obtained  afterwards  by  the 
vigorous  meafures  now  adopted. 

Till  now  the  Britifh  lion  had  not  been  at  liberty  On  Bmilh 
to  make  ufe  of  his  natural  weapons,  and  to  exert  coura°e' 
his  ftrength  •,  nor  in  a  fituation  to  give  proofs  of 
his  conduit  and  courage.— A  long  feries  of  pacific 
meafures  had  almoft  worn  out  the  veterans,  and 
the  navy  and  army  were  too  much  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fine  gentlemen,  whofe  gaieties,  pleafures, 
felf-indulgence,  and  conne&ions  with  thofe  men 
in  power,  that  preferred  any  meafures  to  a  necef- 
fary  war,  were  bad  incitements  to  military  glory. 

Yet, 
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A.  D.  Yet,  that  innate  courage,  which  will  always  dif- 
I,  sS'  cover  itfelf  in  the  Englifti,  when  led  on  to  a&ion, 
was  no  fooner  delivered  from  the  toils,  which  had 
for  many  years  kept  them  in  a  date  of  ina&ivity, 
but  we  faw  them  brave  all  dangers :  St.  Maloes 
and  Cherburg  felt  the  power  of  their  arms :  St. 
Cas  is  a  monument  of  their  intrepidity  *,  and  the 
undaunted  refolution,  with  which  the  landing  was 
made  at  Gabarus-bay,  {hews  that  our  feamen  and 
foldiers  only  wanted  an  opportunity  to  convince 
the  world,  that  they  are  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
heroes,  who  conquered  France,  and  for  ages  here¬ 
tofore  maintained  the  dominion  of  the  Teas. 

How  far  thofe  meafures  tended  towards  com- 
pofing  all  murmurings  at  home,  and  to  influence 
foreign  dates  in  our  favour,  was  immediately  feen 
in  the  uniting  of  parties  for  promoting  the  national 
intered,  and  in  that  weight,  which  our  advantages 
had  amongd  fome  perfons  abroad,  who  might 
otherwife  have  been  induced  by  family  attach¬ 
ments  and  Gallic  intrigue,  to  join  our  natural  ene¬ 
mies. 

By  the  meafures,  upon  which  the  operations 
of  this  year  were  executed,  our  enemies  were  de¬ 
prived  of  thofe  means,  without  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  continue  that  war  with  advantage, 
which  they  began  with  hopes  to  ruin  their  neigh¬ 
bours.  Their  navigation  was  entirely  ruined  ;  and 
their  device  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  friendfhip 
of  Dutch  carriers,  turned  out,  not  only  to  their 
greater  lofs,  but  furnifhed  England  with  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  convince  a  treacherous  ally,  that  who- 
?  <  ever, 
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ever,  under  the  cover  of  a  neutrality,  take  upon  A*  D. 
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them  to  council,  to  aid,  or  to  fupport,  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  muft  expeft  to  be  treated,  as  her 
profefied  enemies,  when  taken  in  the  adt  of  cover¬ 
ing  the  enemy’s  property. 

Their  diftrefs  in  France  at  this  juncture  is  not  of 

c  ^  1  .  France. 

to  be  defcribed.  The  new  manner  of  attacking 
them,  this  fummer,  threw  their  miniftry  into  con- 
fufion.  The  moment  that  the  French  were  made 
to  feel  the  weight  of  our  natural  ftrength,  their 
councils,  which  had  been  cried  up  fo  much  for 
unanimity  and  confiftency,  were  divided,  confufed, 
and  rendered  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  ef- 
fedtually,  either  for  invading  us,  or  for  defending 
their  own  trade  and  dominions.  Nothing  profper- 
ed  in  their  cabinet,  nothing  fucceeded  in  their 
operations,  to  effedt,  either  by  fea  or  land,  during 
the  whole  year.  Their  merchants  were  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  their  credit,  their  manufadtures 
were  at  a  (land,  and  their  whole  land  mourned 
over  the  ravages  made  by  the  diflreffes  of  a  bloody, 
expenfive,  inglorious,  and  ruinous  war. 

From  the  time  we  adopted  thofe  meafures,  the  Flourilh- 

.  _  ,  .  c  -n  I  mg  ftateot 

nation  has  not  been  terrified  by  reports  ot  a  french  Gieat  Bri_ 
army  to  invade  us,  and  to  cut  our  throats.  We  tain- 
have  had  no  heart-burnings  at  home  about  raifing 
of  money  to  carry  on  a  war  for  the  foie  advantage 
of  fome  petty  ally  •,  neither  has  our  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  been  expofed  to  the  force  of  our  enemies, 
nor  to  the  treachery  of  our  falfe  friends. 

The  flourifhing  (late  of  our  colonies,  of  our 
iflands,  of  all  opr  fettlements  and  kingdoms,  both 

for 


42 8  The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A.  D.  for  their  imports,  and  exports  in  the  courfe  of  the 
I7i8,  year  paft,  exceed  all  that  ever  was  before.  Our 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  our  planters  and 
navigators,  v.ere  never  in  fo  fair  a  way  to  ferve 
themfelves  and  their  country.  Both  riches  and 
feamen  increafed  under  the  protection  ol  a  well- 
regulated  and  appointed  navy.  The  nation  that 
can  belt  proteCt  their  trade,  will  be  always  moft 
capable  of  rinding  the  finews  of  war  ;  and  the  moft 
extcniive  navigation  is  moft  likely  to  turn  out  the 
greateft  number  of  able-bodied  feamen,  without 
which  a  maritime  nation  cannot  fubfift. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  nation  when  the  par¬ 
liament  met,  on  the  23d  day  of  November. 
The  feffion  was  opened  by  commiftion  :  and  his 
Majefty  being  indifpofed,  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  his 
Majefty’s  command,  made  the  following  lpeech. 

“  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

TheKing’s  IT  N  purfuance  of  the  authority  given  to  us  by 
fpecch.  ^js  jyjajgp-y’s  commiftion  under  the  great  feal, 

amongft  other  things  to  declare  the  caules  of  his 
holding  this  parliament,  his  Majefty  has  been  gra- 
cioufty  pleafed  to  direCt  us  to  allure  you,  that  he 
always  receives  the  higheft  fatisfaClion,  in  being 
able  to  lay  before  you  any  events,  that  may  pro¬ 
mote  the  honour  and  intereftof  his  kingdoms. 

That,  in  confequence  of  your  advice,  and  en¬ 
abled  by  that  afliftance,  which  you  unanimoufly 
gave  him,  his  Majefty  has  exerted  his  endeavours 
to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  moft  vigorous  manner, 

in  order  to  that  defirable  end,  always  to  be  wifhed  •, 

a  fafe 


a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  It  has  pieafed  the  A. 
divine  Providence  to  blefs  his  Majefty’s  meafures  *7 
and  arms  with  fuccefs  in  feveral  parts  :  and  to 
make  our  enemies  feel,  that  the  ftrength  of  Great 
Britain  is  not  to  be  provoked  with  impunity. 

We  have  it  alfo  in  command  from  his  Majefty 
to  acquaint  you,  that  the  conqueft  of  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  of  Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape 
Breton  and  St.  John  ;  the  taking  of  Frontenac, 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  our  operations  in 
North  America  •,  and  the  redu&ion  of  Senegal  ; 
cannot  fail  to  bring  great  diftrefs  upon  the  French 
commerce,  and  colonies  •,  and,  in  proportion,  to 
procure  great  advantages  to  our  own.  That  na¬ 
tion  has  alfo  been  made  fenfible,  that,  whilft  their 
forces  are  fent  forth  to  invade  and  ravage  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  their  neighbours,  their  own  coafts  are  not 
inacceflible  to  his  Majefty’s  fleets  and  armies. 
This  they  have  experienced  in  the  demolition  of 
their  works  at  Cherburg,  erefted  at  a  great  ex¬ 
pence,  with  a  particular  view  to  annoy  this  coun¬ 
try  •,  and  in  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  fhips  and 
veflels  •,  but  no  treatment,  however  injurious  to 
his  Majefty,  could  tempt  him  to  mak,e  retaliation 
on  the  innocent  fubje&s  of  that  crown. 

In  Germany,  his  Majefty’s  good  brother  the 
King  of  Prufiia,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wick,  have  found  full  employment  for  the  armies 
of  France,  and  her  confederates  •,  from  which  our 
operations,  both  by  fea,  and  in  America,  have  de¬ 
rived  the  moft  evident  advantage.  Their  fuc- 
cefles,  owing,  under  God,  to  their  able  conduct, 

/  and 
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A.  D.  and  the  bravery  of  his  Majefty ’s  troops  and  thofe 
of  his  allies,  have  been  fignal  and  glorious. 

His  Majefty  has  further  commanded  us  to  ob- 
ferve  to  you,  that  the  common  caufe  of  liberty 
and  independency  is  ftill  making  noble  and  vigor¬ 
ous  efforts,  againft  the  unnatural  union  formed  to 
opprefs  it.  That  the  commerce  of  his  fubjecfts, 
the  fource  of  our  riches,  has,  by  the  vigilant  pro¬ 
tection  received  from  his  Majetly’s  fleet,  fiourifh- 
ed  in  a  manner  not  to  be  parallelled  during  luch 
troubles.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  his  Majefty,  in 
his  wifdom,  thinks  it  unneceffary  to  ufe  many 
words  to  perfuade  you  to  bear  up  againft  all  diffi¬ 
culties  •,  effectually  to  ftand  by,  and  defend  his 
Majefty  •,  vigoroufly  to  fupport  the  King  of  Pruf- 
lia,  and  the  reft  of  his  Majefty  s  allies  ;  and  to 
exert  yourfelves  to  reduce  our  enemies  to  equitable 
terms  of  accommodation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

The  uncommon  extent  of  this  war,  in  different 
parts,  occaftons  it  to  be  uncommonly  expenfive. 
This  his  Majefty  has  ordered  us  to  declare  to  you, 
that  he  fincerely  laments,  and  feels  deeply  for  the 
burdens  of  his  people.  The  feveral  efti  mates  are 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  •,  and  his  Majefty 
defires  only  fuch  fupplies,  as  fhall  be  requifite  to 
pufh  the  war  with  advantage,  and  be  adequate  to  the 
neceffary  fer vices. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

His  Majefty  has,  in  the  laft  place,  gracioufly 

commanded  us  to  afiure  you,  that  he  takes  lo  much 
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fatisfa&ion  in  that  good  harmony,  which  fubfifts 
among  his  faithful  fubjeCts,  that  it  is  more  pro¬ 
per  for  him  now  to  thank  you  for  it,  than  to  repeat 
his  exhortations  to  it.  This  union,  necefiary  at  all 
times,  is  more  efpecially  fo  in  fuch  critical  con¬ 
junctures  ;  and  his  Majefty  doubts  not,  but  the 
good  elfeCts  we  have  found  from  it,  will  be  the 
ftrongeft  motives  to  you  to  purfue  it.” 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  great  approba-  Remarks, 
tion  by  both  houfes  of  parliament,  who  had  never  dreff^of1 
heard  fuch  an  enumeration  of  national  advantages,  ^lfc. 
in  return  for  the  fupplies,  they  had  raifed  for  the 
fupport  of  wars,  under  former  adminiftrations% 

They 

*  The  humble  addrefs  of  tie  right  honourable  the  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal  in  parliament  ajfemhled. 

Die  yen  is,  2  3°  Nomemhris,  1758. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your'Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parliament  affembled,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  with  hearts  full  of  that  duty 
and  affedlion  to  your  facred  perfon  and  government,  which 
become  the  moft  faithful  fubjedls  to  the  beft  of  kings. 

That  conftant  regard  and  attention,  which  your  Majefty  has 
{hewn  to  the  honour  and  intereft  ofyOur  kingdoms,  have  filled 
our  minds  with  the  moft  grateful  fentiments ;  and  we  fee,  with 
real  fatisfadlion,  thofe  adtive  and  vigilant  efforts,  which  your 
Majefty,  in  your  great  wifdom,  has  made,  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  vigour,  in  order  to  the  defirable  end,  which  we  all 
wifti,  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

Juftice  and  good  policy  required,  that  our  enemies  fhould 
feel,  how  dangerous  it  is  for  them  to  provoke  the  fpirit  and 
ftrength  of  the  Eritifh  nation-  We  acknowledge,  with  be¬ 
coming 


43 1 

A.  D. 
*758- 


I 


[32  The  GENERAL  HISTORY  of 

A.  D.  They  acknowledge  their  real  fatisfadlion  with  the 
1 758'  meafures  that  had  been  taken :  and  fincerely  con¬ 
gratulated 

coming  thankfulnefs,  the  goodnefs  of  the  divine  Providence, 
in  having  crowned  your  Majefty’s  meafures  and  arms  with 
fuccefs,  in  feveral  parts  ;  and  we  joyfully  congratulate  your 
Majefty,  on  the  conqueft  of  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Louilhourg, 
with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John,  the  taking  of 
Frontenac,  and  the  reduction  of  Senegal.  The  high  im¬ 
portance  of  thefe  fuccelTes  is  apparent,  in  the  reputation 
thereby  acquired  to  your  Majefty’s  arms,  and  in  the  diftrefs 
they  cannot  fail  to  bring  upon  the  French  commerce  and  co¬ 
lonies,  as  well  as  in  the  happy  effedts  procured  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  have  feen,  with  the  warmeft  emotions  of  refentment, 
the  exhorbitant  devaftations  committed  by  the  armies  of  France, 
upon  the  dominions  of  your  Majefty,  and  thofe  of  your  allies, 
in  Germany.  They  muft  now  have  experienced  how  much, 
in  confequence  of  their  unbounded  ambition  to  invade  their 
neighbours,  their  own  coafts  are  expofed,  in  the  demolition  of 
their  expenfive  works  at  Cherburg,  particularly  intended  for 
the  annoyance  of  this  country  ;  and  in  the  lofs  of  fo  many 
fhips  and  veflels,  as  well  privateers  as  others,  in  their  ports. 
At  the  fame  time,  we  cannot  fufficiently  admire  your  Majefty’s 
magnanimity  and  moderation,  in  not  haying  hitherto  reta¬ 
liated,  on  the  innocent  fubjedts  of  that  crown,  the  injurious 
treatment  which  you  have  received. 

We  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  real  advantages  derived  to  the 
operations  of  Great  Britain  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the 
common  caufe  in  general,  from  the  wife  condudt  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick.  Their  great 
abilities,  and  the  bravery  of  your  Majefty’s  troops,  and  thofe 
of  your  allies,  have  been  fignally  confpicuous  in  the  fuccefles, 
with  which  they  have  been  attended,  and  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  Europe. 

Nothing  can  poflibly  be  of  greater  national  importance, 
than  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  your  fubjedts  ;  and  we 

return 
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They  were  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  our  con-  75 
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retufn  your  Majefty  our  dutiful  thanks  fdf  th^t  prote&ion  and 
fecurity,  which  they  have  received  from  your  royal  care,  in 
the  difpofition  of  your  fleet,  to  which  their  prefent  flourifhing 
condition  is  fo  much  owing.  The  ftagnation  of  our  enemy  s 
trade,  and  the  taking  and  deftroying  (o  many  of  their  capital 
fhips  of  war,  ought,  in  this  view,  to  be  reckoned  amongft 
the  moft  happy  events. 

Permit  us  to  declare  our  grateful  fenfe  of  that  paternal  tfen- 
dernefs,  which  your  Majefty  has  expreffed  for  the  burdens  of 
your  people.  We  received  from  thence  the  ftrongeft  encou¬ 
ragement  to  adhere,  the  more  firmly,  to  the  caufe  of  the 
proteftant  religion  and  public  liberty,  againft  any  unriatural 
union  formed  to  opprefs  it.  In  this  juft  caufe  we  will,  to  our 
Utmoft,  effectually  ftand  by  and  defend  your  Majefty  ;  fupport 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  the  reft  of  your  allies ;  and  vigorouf- 
ly  exert  ourfelves  to  reduce  our  enemies  to  equitable  terms  of 
accommodation. 

Our  duty  and  fidelity  to  your  Majefty,  and  our  zeal  fo t 
ttye  proteftant  fucceffion  in  your  rOyal  family,  are  uniform  and 
Unalterable  ;  our  prayers  for  the  prolongation  of  your  preci¬ 
ous  life,  and  aafpicious  reign  over  us,  are  fincere  and  fervent : 
and  we  beg  leave  to  give  your  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  aflurances, 
that  nothing' (hall  be  wanting,  on  our  part,  to  improve  union 
and  good  harmony  amongft  all  your  fubjefts,  for  promoting 
and  fecuring  thefe  intereiling  and  eflential  objeCts. 


His  Majejiys  tnoji  gracious  anfuser 


My  Lords,- 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful  2nd  affec¬ 
tionate  addrefs.  The  fatisfaClion  which  you  exprefs  in  my 
meafures,  and  the  zeal  you  (hew  for  my  honour  and  fupport, 
the  true  intereft  of  my  kingdoms,  and  the  afliftance  of  my 
allies,  as  well  as  purfuing  the  war  with  vigour,  are  highly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  me :  they  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  beft  effeils  in 
the  prefent  conjunflure. 


You.  HI. 


E  e 


TW 
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A.  D.  quells ;  and  with  the  warmeft  emotions  refented 
17581  the  French  inhumanity  towards  our  German  allies. 

They 

The  honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons  prefented  their 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  as  follows :  ^ 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majefty ’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament  aflembled,  return  your 
Majefty  our  moft  fincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  the  fpeech  de¬ 
livered,  by  your  Majefty’s  command,  to  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty,  with  hearts  full 
of  the  moft  unfeigned  joy,  upon  the  many  fignal  fuccefies, 
with  which  it  has  pleafed  divine  Providence  to  blefs  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  meafures  and  arms  in  feveral  parts  of  the  world ;  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  important  conqueft  of  the  ftrong  fortrels  of 
Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  } 
the  taking  of  Frontenac,  To  efiential  to  our  operations  in 
North  America  ;  the  reduction  of  the  valuable  fettiement  of 
Senegal ;  the  total  demolition  of  the  harbour  and  works  of 
Cherburg,  erefled  at  fo  great  expence  by  the  enemy,  with  a 
particular  view  to  annoy  this  country  ;  and  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  (hipping  and  privateers  in  the  ports  of  France. 

Your  Majefty’s  faithful  Commons  feel,  with  the  higheft  fa- 
tisfaftion,  how  greatly  thefe  events  redound  to  the  honour  and 
interefts  of  your  Majefty’s  kingdoms,  to  the  upholding  the 
reputation  of  the  Britiih  arms,  and  to  the  maintaining  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  glories  of  your  Majefty’s  reign. 

We  have  the  moft  lively  fenfe  of  thefe  happy  confequencea 
(under  God)  of  your  Majefty’s  wifdom  in  the  powerful  ex¬ 
ertion  of  the  naval  force  of  thefe  kingdoms,  to  the  annoyance 
and  diftrefs  of  the  fleets,  trade,  and  navigation  of  France, 
whilft  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  flourifhes  in  full  protec¬ 
tion  and  fecurity;  and  at  the  fame  time,  of  your  Majefty’s 
juftiee  and  magnanimity,  in  fteadily  fupporting  your  allies, 

and 
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They  allowed  that  the  operations  of  Great  Britain  A.  D. 
in  America,  &c.  received  real  advantages  from 

the 

and  in  carrying  on  with  vigour,  in  all  parts,  this  arduous  and 
neceffary  war. 

It  is  With  joy  and  admiration  we  fee  the  glorious  efforts  made 
in  Germany,  by  your  Majefty’s  great  ally  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
and  thofe  made  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  feconded 
by  the  valour  of  your  Majefty’s  troops,  and  thofe  of  your 
allies ;  and  that  full  employment  has  thereby  been  given  to  all 
the  armies  of  France,  and  of  her  confederates :  from  which, 
our  operations,  both  by  fea  and  in  America,  have  received 
the  moft  evident  and  important  advantages. 

Permit  us  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faithful  Com¬ 
mons,  juftly  animated  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  crown,  and  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  common 
caufe  of  liberty  and  independency,  againft  the  dangerous  uni¬ 
on,  which  hath  been  formed  to  opprefs  them,  will  bear  up 
againft  all  difficulties,  and  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  by 
granting  to  your  Majefty  fuch  fupplies  as  fhall  be  neceffary, 
effe&ually  to  Hand  by,  and  defend  your  Majefty,  and  vigor- 
oufly  to  fupport  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the  reft  of  your 
Majefty’s  allies ;  firmly  relying  on  the  wifdom  and  gcodnefs 
of  your  Majefty,  that  the  fame  will  be  applied,  in  the  propereft 
manner,  to  pufh  the  war  with  advantage,  and  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  equitable  terms  of  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  lulling 
peace. 

We  beg  leave,  alfo,  to  exprefs  our  moft  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  paternal  fatisfadlion  your  Majefty  takes,  in  that  good  har¬ 
mony,  which  fubfifts  amongft  your  faithful  fuibjedls ;  and  of 
your  Majefty’s  gracious  acceptance  of  the  univerfal  zeal  and 
affection  of  your  people  ;  which  falutary  union  hath  enabled 
as  fo  effettually  to  exert  our  ftrength  abroad,  and  hath  pre- 
ferved,  at  home,  tranquillity,  fafety,  and  public  credit ;  and 
we  truft,  that  the  continuance  of  the  fame  truly  national  fpirit 
will,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  be  attended  with  the  like  happy 
efFefts  for  the  future, 

E  e  a 
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the  war  in  Germany,  and  promifed,  to  their  ut- 
moft,  effe&ually  to  ftand  by  and  defend  his  Ma- 
jefty  •,  and  fupport  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
reft  of  his  allies.  They  thank’d  him  for  his  royal 
care  in  the  dilpofition  of  the  fleet,  to  which  the 
flouriflflng  condition  of  our  trade  was  fo  much 
owing :  and  reckon’d  the  ftagnation  of  the  enemy’s 
trade,  and  the  taking  and  deftroying  fo  many  of 
their  capital  fhips  of  war,  amongfl:  the  mod  happy 
events z.  And  we  fhall  fee  that  the  parliament 

of 


His  Majefey's  mojl  gracious  atifewer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  dutiful  and  affectionate  ad- 
drefs;  and  for  this  frefh  mark  of  your  unanimous  zeal,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  me  and  my  crown,  and  of  my  goofl  brother  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  the  reft  of  my  allies. 

You  may  depend  on  my  conftant  endeavours  for  the  pre* 
fervation  of  my  kingdoms,  their  trade,  and  colonies ;  and  for 
the  liberties  of  Europe. 


2  Ships  of  ‘mar  taken  from  the  French  fence  Midfummer ,  1755. 

Guns.  Taken  by 

64  Alcide?  By  Admiral  Bofcawen  in  North  America. 

64  *  Lys  5  *  mounted  only  24  muhen  taken. 

50 -  In  North  America,  by  the  Norwich  and  Litchfield. 

36  Chariot  Royal,  Flute,  in  the  Bay  of  Eifcay,  by  the 
Torbay. 

16  Efcarboucle,  Corvette.  In  the  channel,  by  the  Ifis. 

26  Emeralde,  off  Breft,  by  the  Southampton. 

28  Hermione,  in  the  Bay,  by  the  Unicorn. 

28  Bienacquife,  in  ditto,  by  the  Sheernefs. 

64  Orphee^  ^  f  ‘n  l*ie  Mediterranean,  by  Adm.  Olborne. 

22  Galatee,  in  the  Bay,  by  the  Effex. 

64  R&ifonable,  in  ditto,  by  the  DorfetJliire. 


44  Loue, 
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of  Groat  Britain  did  not  mean  thefe  addrefles  to  A.  D. 
be  mere  echo  or  compliment  to  their  fovereign, 

but 


44  Loue,  Flute,  mounted  only  36,  When  taken  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  by  the  St.  Albans. 

64  Bienfaifantl 

36  Diana  fat  Loaifhourg,  by  Admiral  Bofcawen. 

26  Eccho  3 

16  Guirlande,  in  the  channel,  by  the  Rainbow. 

14  Hanovre,  in  ditto,  by  the  Lizard. 

64  Belliqueux,  in  Briftol  channel,  by  the  Antelope. 

800  Guns. 

French  fbips  of  war  loji  fnct  that  time. 

74  Efperance,  funk  in  the  Bay,  by  the  Orford. 

64  Leopard,  burnt  at  Louifbourg. 

30  Concord,  loft  in  the  Bay. 

46  Junon,  loft  at  the  entrance  of  Mahon  harbour. 

48  Aquilon,  deftroyed  by  the  Antelope. 

24  Nymphe,  burnt  by  the  Hampton-Court,  on  the  iftand  of 
Majorca. 

36  Brune,  funk  in  the  Bay,  by  the  Hulfar  and  Dolphin. 

24  Mutine,  loft  on  the  Dogger-bank. 

64  Opiniatre  1 
64  EVeille  >loft  at  Breft. 

50  Greenwich  3 

,j0  - burnt  on  the  docks  at  St.  Maloes. 

74  Entreprenant*) 

74  Prudent 
64  Capricieux 
64  Celebre 
50  Apollon 
24  Fidele 
16  Biche 
16  Cherre 

26  Rofe,  burnt  on  the  iftand  of  Majorca,  by  the  Monmouth. 
16  Rhinoceros,  funk  in  the  Bay,  by  the  Ifis. 

998  Guns.  Beftdes  two  frigates,  names  unknown,  burnt  at 
.  St.  Maloes. 

E  e  3 


^ All  funk  or  otherwife  deftroyed  at  Louit- 


bourg. 


1 
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A.  D.  but  that  they  were  in  earned,  and  adted  conform- 
17s8‘  able  to  thofe  declared  fentiments  5  and  that  they 
had  the  pleafure  to  find  their  adts  to  be  entirely 
fatisfadlory  to  their  condiments,  as  well  as  to  the 
court. 

The  irreconcileable  difpofition  of  the  belligerant 
powers  made  it  apparent,  that  the  only  way  to  pro¬ 
cure  an  honourable  and  lading  peace  was  not  to 
abate  in  our  vigour,  but  as  much  as  pofiible  to 
exert  the  power  of  Great  Britain  :  and  as  this 
would  add  to  the  burden  of  the  war,  the  Com- 
The  grants  rnons,  with  the  greated  chearfulnefs  and  unani- 
for  the  year  mjty?  voted  1 2, 749,8^0 1. b  for  to  enable  his  Ma- 

jelly 

Ships  of  war  taken  hy  the  French  in  that  time. 

Guns  Taken  by 

60  Warwick*  in  the  Weft-Indies,  by  D’Aubigny’s  fquadro.o, 
50  Greenwich,  i%  ditto,  by  Beaufremont’s, 

1 10  Guns. 

Englijh  Jhips  hji  during  that  time, 

66  Mars,  in  Hallifax  harbour. 

60  Tilbury,  off  Louifbourg. 

74.  Invincible,  near  Langfton  harbour. 

80  Prince  George,  burnt  going  to  the  Mediterranean, 

280  guns. 

b  Grants  for  the  year  1759. 

For  60,000  feamen,  including  14,845  marines,  and  £. 

ordnance  for  fea  fervice  — - -  —  3,120,0 oo 

For  52,343  effective  men  for  guards  and  garrifons, 
and  other  land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey, 

and  Jerfey  -  -  -  1,256,131 

For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff  officers,  and 

officers  of  the  hofpital  -  - — ~  52,484 

For 


1  ; 
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will  alfo  be  an  illuftrious  and  perpetual  monument 

to 


1758. 


For  the  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and 
Gibraltar,  and  for  provifions  for  the  garrifosts  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Providence,  Cape 

Breton,  and  Senegal  - -  - 

For  four  regiments  of  foot,  and  one  battalion,  on 
the  Irifh  eftabliihment,  ferving  in  North  America 

and  Africa  * - -  - 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land 

fervice  - -  - 

For  the  extra-expence  of  the  ordnance  in  1758,  not 

provided  for  -  - 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  the  half-pay 

to  fea  officers  -  - 

For  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
For  38,000  of  the  troops  of  Hanover,  Wolfen- 
buttle,  Saxe  Gotha,  and  Buckeburg,  with  the 

general  and  ftaff  officers  - - 

For  19,012  Heffians,  with  the  general  and  ftaff  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  officers  of  the  hofpital,  and  train  of 

artillery,  purfuant  to  treaty  - - 

Towards  defraying  the  charges  of  forage,  &c.  for 

the  army  under  Prince  Ferdinand - 

Towards  paying  off  the  debt  of  the  navy 
For  allowance  to  the  officers  and  private  men  of  the 
horfe  guards,  and  regiments  of  horfe  reduced,  and 
the  fuperannuated  men  of  the  horfe  guards 
To  the  rsduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  ma- 
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238,49* 

10,000 


398,698. 


339=4So 

500,000 

1,000,000 


rxnes 


For  the  penfions  of  widows  of  ditto,  married  be¬ 
fore  December  25,  1716  - - 

To  the  King  of  Pruffia,  purfuant  to  the  convention 
To  the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  purfuant  to  treary 
To  defray  the  like  fum,  raifed  laft  feffions,  and 

Charged  upon  the  firlt  aids  - 

E  e  4 


670,000 

60,0:0 

800, OOO' 
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to  the  minifter’s  honour,  that  this  fum,  which 
exceeds  any  that  ever  had  been  granted  in  that 

houfe 


For  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  his  Ma- 

jelly’s  fhips  • - r  - — -  260,000 

For  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital  - - 26,000 

For  widening  and  enlarging  the  paffage  over  Lon¬ 
don  bridge  — * —  -  15,000 

To  the  Foundling  hofpital  - -  50,000 

For  tranfport  lervice,  and  victualling  the  land  forces 

for  1758  -  -  667,772 

For  fupporting  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  for  1 759  9,902 

For  defraying  the  charges  of  fupporting  ditto  iq 

l7  57  * -  -  11,279 

For  the  ciyil  eftablilhment  of  Georgia,  from  June 

24,  1758,  to  June  24,  1759  -  4,052 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  additional  duty 
on  licences  for  retailing  wine,  the  duty  on  coals 
exported,  Sec.  on  the  5  th  of  July  1758  24,37 1 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  duty  on  glafs 

and  fpirituous  liquors  -  8,882 

For  fupporting  the  Britilh  forts  on  the  coall  of  Africa  10,000 


To  Roger  Long,  D.  D.  Lowndes’s  afironqipical  and 
geometrical  profeffor  at  Cambridge,  fordifeharg- 
ing  a  mortgage  upon  an  eftate  devifed  by  Thomas 
Lowndes,  Efq;  (inventor  of  a  method  for  melio¬ 
rating  brine  fait)  for  the  endowment  of  the  faid 
profelforfhip,  and  other  expences  of  the  faid  Dr, 


Long  -  —  —  -  1,280 

For  paying  and  cloathing  the  militia  to  the  25th  of 

March  1760  -  -  90,000 

For  the  extra  expences  of  the  land  forces.  Sec.  in 

j 758,  not  provided  for  -  466,786 

For  fortifying  Chatham  dock  -  708 

For  fortifying  Portfmouth  town  6,937  • 

For  fortifying  Plymouth  citadel  — -  25,159 

For  fortifying  Milford  haven  * - - —  io,ooq 
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houfe  before,  was  given  with  pleafure  and  harmo-  A.D. 
ny.  Such  was  the  implicit  confidence  of  the  re-  ' 
prefentatives,  and  of  the  whole  people  in  one^!;“ 
man,  whofe  integrity  and  zeal  for  his  country’s 
welfare  they  did  not  doubt  •,  and  of  whofe  fpmt 
and  abilities  for  humbling  the  enemy  they  had  al¬ 
ready  feen  fuch  examples,  that  they  could  not 
but  rely  on  his  known  honefty  and  vigilance  to- 


For  paying  the  debts  upon  the  eftate  forfeited  to  the 
crown  by  the  attainder  of  Lord  John  Drummond 
To  the  Eaft  India  company  for  defending  their  fet- 

4 

tlements  - • 

To  the  provinces  in  North  America,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  troops  railed  by  them 
To  the  innholders  on  which  the  Heffian  troops  were 

billetted  in  1758  - - 

For  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the  judges  in  Great 

Britain  *  —  "  ' 

To  the  widow  of  Nicholas  Hardinge,  Efq;  for  the 
ballance  of  an  account  for  printing  the  journals 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  - 

For  the  intereft  for  money  laid  out  to  purchafe  lands 
about  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  and  Plymouth 
For  purchafing  lands  about  ditto 
To  defray  any  extra-expepce  of  the  war  m  1759 


£ 

69,911 

20,009 

200,000 

2,500 

11,45° 


7/49 


1,716 

2,443 

1,000,000 


'potal  12,749,860 


*  To  the  puifne  judges  of  the  King’s  Bench,  and  all  of  the 
Common  Pleas  500 1.  each  ;  the  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer 
loool.  the  reft  of  the  barons  500I.  To  the  judges  in  Scot¬ 
land,  viz.  the  prefident  of  the  court  of  Seffion,  and  chief  ba¬ 
ron  of  the  Exchequer,  300I.  each  ;  and  to  the  other  judges 
of  thefe  courts  zool.  each.  To  the  juftices  of  Chefter  and 
Wales,  viz.  to  the  chief  juftice  of  Chefter  200 1.  and  to  each 
pf  the  juftices  pf  the  Great  Seflions  in  Wales  1 50 1. 


wards 
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thanks  to 

Admiral 

Ofborne, 

and  his  ail 

fwer. 
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wards  the  Britifh  power  and  intereft.  A  conduft* 
not  fupported  by  fadtion,  but  rouzed  by  the  mi- 
nifter’s  intrepidity,  firmnefs,  and  vigilance,  to  re¬ 
venge  the  national  injuries  upon  a  perfidious  enemy. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  did  further  exprefs 
their  approbation  of  the  meafures  purfued  againft 
France,  by  ordering  their  thanks c,  by  the  Speaker* 

c  The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  in  obedience  to  their  commands,  he  had  fignified  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Ofborne  their  thanks,  and  had  received  the  following 
anfwer  : 

S  I  R, 

I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  the  honour  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  have  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me,  and  only 
hope  that  you,  Sir,  will  be  as  gracious  to  me  in  reprefenting 
my  gratitude  to  that  auguft  affembly,  as  you  have  been  in  ac¬ 
quainting  me  with  their  favourable  acceptance  of  my  fervices. 
I  have  done  no  more  than  my  duty.  I  have  only  been  the 
humble,  though  happy,  inllrument  of  executing  the  wife  mea¬ 
fures  directed  by  his  Majefty. 

I  have  no  title,  Sir,  to  any  glory,  but  what  is  common  to 
me  as  a  feaman,  and  as  an  Englilhman  zealous  for  the  fervice 
of  my  country,  which  is  pleafed  to  reward  me  with  this  in- 
ftance  of  their  approbation.  From  the  fituation  of  my  health. 
Sir,  I  can  flatter  myfelf  with  having  but  few  opportunities  of 
employing  the  remainder  of  my  life,  in  a  grateful  exertion  of 
my  abilities  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  my  country.  But 
as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  fo  glorioufly  watchful  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  greateft  merit,  by  rewarding  the  leaft,  England  can 
never  want  good  officers ;  and  however  honoured  I  am  by  this 
diftinftion,  may  my  fervices  be  the  moft  inconflderable,  that 
fhall  be  thus  acknowledged.  I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpedl. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

Dec.  8,  1758.  Moft  humble  fervant, 

HENRY  OSBORNE. 
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to  Admiral  Ofborne,  for  his  vigilance  and  fervice  A.  D. 
in  the  Mediterranean,  whereby  the  enemy  was  do 
prived  of  the  fervice  of  one  half  of  their  naval  force, 
and  of  the  means  to  relieve  Louifbourg,  &c.  'And  To  Admi- 
Admiral  Bofcawen,  returned  from  the  conquefl  of  cawen. 
Louifbourg,  having  taken  his  feat  in  the  houfe, 

(on  the  1 2th)  the  Speaker,  purfuant  to  an  order 
of  the  Commons  on  the  6th,  gave  him  their 
thanks  as  he  flood  in  his  place,  in  thefe  words, 
with  an  air  of,  awful  dignity,  fuitable  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjed,  and  to  the  affembly  in 
which  it  was  fpoken. 


Admiral  Bofcawen ! 

TH  E  houfe  have  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
thanks  fhould  be  given  to  you  for  the  fer* 
vices  you  have  done  to  your  King  and  country  in 
North  America  -,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  convey 
their  thanks  to  you. 

I  wifh  I  could  do  it  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 


occafion,  and  as  they  ought  to  be  given  to  you, 
now  {landing  in  your  place,  as  a  member  of  this 

houfe.  ,  . 

But  were  1  able  to  enumerate  and  fet  forth,  in 

the  befl  manner,  the  great  and  extenfive  advan¬ 
tages  accruing  to  this  nation  from  the  conqueft  of 
Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and 
St.  John,  1  could  only  exhibit  a  repetition  of  what 
has  already  been,  and  is,  the  genuine  and  uniform 
fenfe  and  language  of  every  part  of  the  king¬ 


dom. 
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A-  D.  Their  joy  too  has  been  equal  to  their  fentiments 
1/5  upon  this  interefting  event;  and  in  their  fenti¬ 
ments  and  joy  they  have  carried  their  gratitude 
alfo  to  you,  Sir,  as  a  principal  inftrument  in  thefe 
moft  important  acquifitions. 

You  are  now  therefore  receiving  the  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  the  people,  only  in  a  more  folemn 
way — by  the  voice,  the  general  voice,  of  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament : — The  moft  honour¬ 
able  fame  that  any  man  can  arrive  at,  in  this,  or 
any  other  country.  It  is,  on  thefe  occafions,  a 
national  honour,  from  a  free  people ;  ever  cau- 
tioufiy  to  be  conferred,  m  order  to  be  the  more 
efteemed— to  be  the  greater  reward  ;  and  which 
ought  to  be  relerved  for  the  moft  fignal  fervices 
to  the  ftate,  and  the  moft  approved  merit  in  them  : 
fuch  as  this  houfe  has  ufually,  and  very  lately, 
made  their  objects  of  public  thanks. 

The  ufe,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  will  make  of 
this  juft  teftimony,  and  high  reward  of  your  fer¬ 
vices  and  merit,  will  be  the  preferving  in  your 
own  mind  a  lafting  impreffion  of  what  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain  are  now  rendering  to  you, 
and  in  a  conftant  continuance  of  the  zeal  and  ar¬ 
dour  for  the  glory  of  your  King  and  country, 
which  have  made  you  to  deferve  it. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  houfe,  I 
do,  with  great  pleafure  to  myfelf,  give  you  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  the  fervices  you  have 
done  to  your  King  and  country  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica. 


Upon 
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Upon  which  Admiral  Bofcawen  faid  5  A.  D. 

r  1758. 

Mr.  Speaker ! 

I  am  happy  in  having  been  able  to  do  my  duty :  Admiral 
but  have  not  words  to  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  the  di-  en’s  an- 
ftinguifhing  reward  that  has  been  conferred  upon fwer* 
me  by  this  houfe :  nor  can  I  enough  thank  you. 

Sir,  for  the  polite  and  elegant  manner,  in  which 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  convey  to  me  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe. 


t 
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BOOK  IV. 

Containing  the  progrefs  of  the  war  between  the  allies 
and  France ,  and  between  the  grand  confederates 
and  the  King  of  Prujfa.  The  battles  of  Bergen 
and  Minden ,  by  Prince  Ferdinand.  The  battles  of 
Zullichau  and  of  Cunnerfdorf ,  by  the  Pruffians. 
The  various  fuccefs  of  the  Fnperialifls ,  Aujlrians , 
and  Pruffians  in  Saxony ,  Silefia ,  Lufatia ,  {5V. 
The  meafures  of  the  Britifh  councils ,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  their  arms ,  z;z  //v  Indies  and  North 
America.  The  conqueft  of  Cuadaloupe.  The  battle 
and  furrender  of  Quebec ,  and  conqueft  of  Canada , 
Ticonderoga ,  Crown-Point ,  zzW  Niagara.  A 
French  invafion  defeated  by  our  operations  on  the 
aoaft  of  \  France ,  the  deft  motion  of  their  fleet 

from  Toulon ,  £y  Admiral  Bofcawen  off  Lagos ,  and 
from  Breft  by  Admiral  Hawke  off  Belleijle.  The 
war  of  the  Eaft  Indies ,  The  furrender  of  Surat. 

The 


THE 


late  war:*  447. 

treachery  of  the  Dutch.  Fhe  French  de¬ 
feated  by  Colonel  Clive  in  Bengal ,  and  their  fleet 
ly  Admiral  Pocock.  Peace  offered  to  their  ene¬ 
mies,  by  his  Britannic  Majefly  and  the  King  of 
Pruffia. 

TH  E  parliament  having  granted  almoft  two  A. . D. 

millions  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  carrying  on  7 
the  war  in  Germany,  exclufive  of  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  expence  of  tranfporting  and  recruiting  our  na¬ 
tional  troops,  in  aftual  fervice  upon  that  part  of  the 
continent  •,  of  the  train  of  artillery,  convoys,  fo¬ 
rage,  hofpitals,  and  other  contingencies  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  ;  the  fubfidy  was  paid  to  Pruffia,  renewed 
under  the  fame  conditions,  as  had  been  ftipulated 
by  laft  year’s  treaty,  and  the  army,  under  Prince 
Ferdinand,  was  {Lengthened  by  freffi  reinforce¬ 
ments  .from  England,  augmented  with  German 
recruits,  and  fupplied  with  every  neceffary  and 
convenience  required  to  enable,  and  to  encourage 
them  to  face  their  enemies.  But  the  French,  by 
an  ad  of  perfidy,  at  which  they  never  boggle, 
when  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  break  their  faith, 
had  cut  his  Highnefs  off  from  fome  refources, 
which  deprived  him  of  many  benefits  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  campaign,  and  facilitated  their  own 

operations. 

This  was  the  furprize  of  the  neutral  Imperial 
citv  of  Franckfort.  Without  which  the  chain  of  treacher- 
communication,  efcabliflied  by  the  Auftrian  con-  theyrench. 
federates,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  could 
not  have  anfwered  the  intention  of  the  biench 

opera- 
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operations  againft  the  army  of  the  allies  under 
Prince  Ferdinand.  This  city  fecured  to  them  that 
communication  with  the  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts, 
and  a  fnpply  of  every  necefifary  for  their  army  by 
the  courfe  of  the  Upper  Rhine  and  the  Maine,  from 
Mentz,  Spire,  Worms,  and  Alface. 

The  method  the  French  took  to  gain  this  im¬ 
portant  poll,  was  firft  a  demand  of  free  pafiage 
only  for  the  regiment  of  Naflau.  Which  was 
granted  on  condition  of  being  efcorted  through 
the  city  by  a  detachment  of  its  garrifon,  un¬ 
der  the  promife  and  good  faith  of  obferving  ftrict 
difcipline,  and  of  committing  no  aft  againft  the 
neutrality,  and  the  franchifes.  But  when  the 
French  regiment  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the  gate 
of  Saxenhaufen,  the  obfequious  tranfmigrants 
halted,  drew  up  in  battle  array,  and  difarmed 
their  guards,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  furprize  and 
confufion  of  the  citizens,  they  were  immediately 
fupported  by  five  more  French  regiments,  who 
feized  upon  the  city,  and  there  eftablifhed  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  their  General,  Prince  de  Soubize,  on 
the  2d  of  January,  1759. 

Prince  Ferdinand  foon  felt  the  effects  of  this 

* 

fituation  of  his  enemy ;  and  was  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  to  open  the  campaign  with  meafures  to 
difiodge  the  French  from  Franckfort.  But  was  re¬ 
tarded,  till  the  month  of  April,  by  an  irruption 
of  the  Imperialifts  into  HeiTe,  about  the  latter 
end.  of  February;  againft  whom  he  was  obliged 
to  detach  a  confiderable  party  of  horfe  and  foot, 
under  General  Urft,  who  was  ordered  to  aflemble 

at 
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at  Rhotenburg,  and  to  march  towards  Vacha.  A*D* 
Urft  executed  his  orders  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
he  furprifed  the  enemy  in  their  quarters  in  the 
night,  between  the  ift  and  2d  of  March  ;  took 
fome  of  them,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  retire,  and 
to  evacuate  Vacha,  HirchfFeld,  and  all  the  Hef- 
fian  bailiwicks,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  Several 
feveral  fkirmifttes  in  this  quarter.  The  Auftrians,  with  va- 
fupported  by  a  ftrong  corps  of  French  from  Franck-  £ous  fuc- 
fort,  returned  and  drove  the  Hanoverians  out  of 
their  acquifitions  :  and  this  united  force  was,  on 
the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  furprized  once  more, 
and  feverely  handled  by  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfwick,  who  led  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  through  ways  deemed  impaflable,  and  killed 
and  made  prifonersa  battalion  of  Wurtemburghers, 
a  regiment  of  cuiraftiers  at  Molrichftadt,  befides 
two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  belonging  to  the 
Eleftor  of  Cologn,  and  fome  light  troops,  with  a 
confiderable  magazine  at  Memingen  •,  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  at  Wafungen,  after  a  fmart  encounter  with, 
and  the  defeat  of,  General  d’Arberg,  detached 
with  a  ftrong  corps  of  Auftrians  to  its  relief.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Holftein  lucceeded  in 
diflodging  the  French  from  Freyenfteinau,  where 
a  captain  and  his  company  were  made  prifoners 
of  war  ;  which  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  upon  the 
enemy’s  fcattered  parties,  in  thofe  quarters,  that 
they  all  fell  back  towards  Bamberg. 

Prince  Ferdinand  having  fucceeded  in  thefe  pre¬ 
vious  operations,  and  provided  a  corps  of  1 1  or 
12,000  men,  to  guard  Hanover,  Heflfe,  and  parts 
Vol.  III.  '  F  f  adja- 

30 
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A.  D.  adjacent  from  a  furprize,  he  marched,  on  the 
17S9’  10th  of  April,  with  about  30,000  choice  troops 
drawn  from  the  Lippe  and  from  Helfea,  to  carry 
his  defign  againft  Franckfort  into  execution,  be- 
fore  the  French  reinforcement  could  arrive  in  that 
The  battle  city.  But  the  M.  Duke  de  Broglio  being  apprifed 
of  Bergen.  prjnce  Ferdinand’s  motions,  and  of  the  rout  of 

the  army  under  his  command,  penetrated  into  his 
intention,  and  feized  (on  the  12th)  upon  the  ftrong 
poll  near  Bergen,  a  village  which  lies  between 
Franckfort  and  Harman,  and  muft  be  forced  before 
the  allied  army  could  have  advanced  to  Franck¬ 
fort.  Accordingly,  on  the  13th,  his  Serene  High- 
nefs  meeting  with  this  unexpe&ed  obftrudtion,  did 
not  hefitate  a  moment,  but  being  arrived  at  nine 
in  the  morning  facing  the  enemy,  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  to  receive  them,  he  made  his 
difpofitions  behind  a  rifing  ground,  that  covered 
his  troops,  from  whence  they  fallied  about  ten 
o’clock,  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  advanced  guards 
immediately  began  the  attack  upon  the  village  of 
Bergen,  with  great  impetuofity  ;  ip  which  were 
polled  eight  German  battalions,  fupported  by  fe- 
veral  brigades  of  French  foot,  placed  behind  that 
village.  They  were  received  with  a  very  brilk  fire 
from  thefe  troops  •,  and  though  they  were  fupported 
by  feveral  battalions,  under  Prince  Yfemburg, 
who  did  all  that  an  able  and  valiant  General  could 

a  Compofed  of  all  the  Heffian  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  all 
the  Brunfwick  battalions,  ten  fquadrons  of  Pruffian  dragoons, 
three  regiments  of  Englifh  horfe,  leven  battalions,  and  fix 
fquadrons  of  Hanoverian  dragoons. 

do. 
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do,  till  he  fell  in  the  adion,  and  his  troops  being  ^D. 
overpowered,  were  obliged  to  retreat  in  fome  dil-  Qver 
order.  However,  they  rallied  again,  and  made  powered, 
three  attacks,  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours  and  a 
half ;  but  were  not  able  to  carry  their  point.  It  Retreats  iri 
was  now  the  chief  confideration  of  the  Prince  how  s°°d  or" 
to  retreat  with  honour  and  with  fafety,  in  the  fight 
of  a  fuperior  enemy.  This  could  not  be  done  by 
main  force.  Stratagem  was  to  fupply  the  want 
of  ftrength.  The  day  was  not  half  fpent.  Night 
was  the  only  means  to  cover  the  retreat.  His 
Serene  Highnefs,  in  this  embarrafiment,  put  on 
an  air  of  refolution  to  renew  the  battle  with  greater 
vigour.  After  remaining  fome  time  behind  the 
rifing  ground,  that  covered  the  difpofitions  of  the 
allied  army  in  the  morning,  he  made  a  ihew  of 
another  attempt,  by  feparating  his  infantry  into 
two  bodies,  one  on  the  right,  and  another  on  the 
left,  and  placed  his  cavalry  in  the  centre,  with  a 
fmall  column  of  infantry  before  it.  This  carried  By  a 
the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  attack  both  & 
the  village  of  Bergen,  which  made  the  right  of 
Broglio’s  army,  and  fecured  his  flanks  and  centre, 
and  to  attack  the  wood  on  his  left,  where  the 
whole  body  of  Saxons  were  ftationed  •,  and,  if 
either  of  thefe  attacks  fhould  fucceed,  to  fall  di" 
redly  upon  his  centre.  But,  though  Prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  carried  this  countenance  of  continuing  the 
attack,  and  brought  up  a  great  number  of  cannon, 
with  which  they  kept  a  brilk  cannonade  againft 
the  village  >  and  alfo  againft  the  wood,  where  the 
volunteers  were  polled,  nothing  more  was  at- 
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tempted  the  whole  day,  but  to  gain  time  by 
amufing  the  French  general,  till  night  came  on, 
when  the  allies  fell  back  to  Windeken  without 
moleftation,  with  the  lofs  of  Prince  Yfembourg, 
General  Gilfoe,  Count  Schulembourg,  and  about 
2000  men,  with  five  pieces  of  cannon  left  in  the 
village.  The  French  acknowledge  their  lofs  to 
be  confiderable. 

The  condud  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  this  adion, 
deferves  the  higheft  commendation,  though  he  was 
worfted.  For  his  honour  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
applauded,  wjrh  whjch  he  planned  and  executed  his  retreat. 

However,  the  effeds  of  this  battle  were  greatly  in 
Franckfort  favour  of  our  enemies,  and  ruinous  to  the  allies. 
thThands"  The  French  Hill  kept  Franckfort,  with  all  the  ad- 
®f  the  vantages  of  its  fituation  ;  and  were  put  into  a  con¬ 
dition  to  renew  their  operations  with  greater  hopes 
of  fuccefs  againft  the  territories  of  the  allies :  but 
Prince  Ferdinand  was  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of 
remaining  upon  the  defenfive,  of  fubmitting  to 
many  inconveniences,  and  of  encountering  many 
difficulties,  for  a  confiderable  time,  upon  the 
Wefer  ;  which  river  his  Serene  Highnefs  main¬ 
tained,  in  defiance  of  the  feveral  attempts  of  the 
French  to  deprive  him  of  that  communication. 
Operations  Nothing  could  now  prevent  the  reinforcements 

French,  of  the  French  armies,  on  the  Upper  and  Lower 

■» 

Rhine.  So  that,  about  the  middle  of  May,  they 
were  ready  to  take  the  field,  and,  on  the  3d  of 
June,  they  joined  near  Marpourg,  under  the  chief 
command  of  M.  de  Contades,  who  took  up  his 
head-quarters  at  Corbach  and  Caffel  opened  her 

gates 
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gates  to  his  light  horfe,  the  troops  of  the  Land-  ^D. 
Sravate  under  General  Imhoff  having  retired  from 
that  city  to  Paderborn.  All  their  motions  indi-  JJa0t^hed 
cated  a  refolution  to  cut  off  Prince  Ferdinand’s  by 
retreat  to  the  Wefer  ;  but  without  effect.  The 
Prince’s  endeavours  were  to  throw  as  many  oo- 
ftruftions,  as  poffible,  in  their  way.  He  left 
garrifons  in  Lipftadt,  Ritberg,  Munfter,  and  Min- 
den.  But  they  could  not  divert  Contades  from 
his  principal  objedt.  He  marched  and  encamped 
on  the  1 2th  at  Stadtberg  •,  and  he  detached  Brog- 
lio  to  feize  upon  Munden  and  Gottingen  in  Ha¬ 
nover.  Prince  Ferdinand  moved  no  further  than  to 
Lipftadt,  and  encamped  between  Soeft  and  Werle. 

From  thence  he  proceeded,  with  his  army,  to  the 
heights  of  Buren,  and  to  Ritberg  •,  on  the  30th  of 
June  arrived  at  Marienfield  •,  and  on  the  3d  of  July 
he  encamped  at  Driefen,  between  Ofnaburg  and 
Minden  •,  where  he  was  joined  by  General  Wan- 
genheim,  and  the  Hanoverians,  whom  he  brought 
fir  ft  from  the  ftrong  camp  at  Dulmen,  and  after¬ 
wards  from  under  the  cannon  of  Munfter.  With 
this  reinforcement  Prince  Ferdinand  made  feveral 
other  motions,  till  he  fixed  his  head-quarters  in 
an  advantageous  camp  near  Peterfhagen.  The 
French,  in  the  mean  time,  were  left  to  purfue  their 
plan  without  oppofition  ;  whereby  they  found  Succefiof 
means  to  furprize  Ritberg.  M.  Duke  de  Brog  10 
took  Minden  by  affault,  and  made  there  1500 
men  priloners,  and  took  immenfe  magazines. 

Monf.  de  Armentiers  attempted  the  like  againft 

Munfter  j  but  was  obliged  to  befiege  it  in  form, 
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before  he  could  force  the  garrifon,  of  4000  men 
to  furrender  prifoners  of  war  :  and  then  the  main 
body  of  the  French  army  halted,  and  took  an 
advantageous  camp  near  Minden. 

We  leave  the  allied  army,  under  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  at  Peterfhagen,  and  the  main  body  of  the 
French  army  near  Minden,  till  we  take  a  view  of 
this  campaign  in  the  other  parts  of  Germany. 

The  Auftrian  confederacy  threatened  to  fur- 
round  and  attack  the  King  of  Prufiia,  with  four 
hundred  thoufand  men  ;  for  which,  immenfe  ma¬ 
gazines  of  provifions,  forage,  and  military  {lores 
of  all  forts  were  formed,  particularly  in  Poland 
by  the  Ruffians  ;  on  whofe  operations,  in  concert 
with  Count  Daun,  it  was  apparent  the  fugcefs  of 
their  next  campaign  chiefly  depended. 

The  obftruflion  of  the  Ruffians  became  the 
primary  object  of  his  attention.  He  had  not 
ftrength  enough  to  detach  a  fufficient  force  to  watch 
their  motions,  and  to  give  them  battle,  with  any 
hopes  of  advantage.  His  meafures  mult  be 
lchemed  to  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  aftion. 
Nothing  could  effe'61  this  grand  projetft,  but  to  cut 
off  their  means  of  fubflfting  ;  which  depended, 
not  upon  the  produce  of  the  country  or  territories, 
through  which  they  were  to  march,  and  already, 
in  a  great  meafure,  ruined  and  laid  wafte  by  their 
3aft  year’s  barbarities  ;  but  upon  the  magazines 
erefted  for  their  particular  ufe  in  Poland.  Thefe 
he  refolved  to  make  feel  the  flrft  blow  of  his  arms 
in  1759,  ant^  t0  cut  off  if  poffible  ;  and 

for  this  purpofe  he  detached  forty-fix  fquadrons 

and 
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and  twenty-fix  battalions  under  General  Wober-  A.D- 
fnow,  from  Glogau  in  Silefia,  about  the  middle 
of  February,  who  entered  Poland,  deftroye  e 
feral  vaft  magazines  belonging  to  the  Ruffians, 
and  particularly  that  at  Pofna,  guarded  by  2000 
Coffacks,  and  contained  as  much  flour  as  mig  t 
have  fed  50,000  men  for  three  months  :  fome 
accounts  fay,  46,000  buffiels  of  grain.  . 

His  next  endeavours  were  to  difconcert  the  in,  ftrong  bo- 
tended  union  of  the  Imperialifb  and  French  with 
the  Auftrians  •,  and  then  to  attack  the  latter  with  rialifts. 
advantage.  His  fcheme  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  he 
drove  the  Imperialifts  from  their  ftations  at  Er- 
furth,  Gotha,  and  Eifenach,  and  then  to  burn  and 
deftroy  their  magazines  alfo.  Which  fervice  was 
well  executed  by  General  Knobloch  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  from  the  Pruffian  army  in  Saxony,  about 
the  latter  end  of  February  *,  who  carried  off  t  e 
forage  and  provifions  to  Saxe-Naumbeig,  an 
laidffiat  part  of  the  country  under  heavy  contri¬ 
butions  c»  'j'hg 

b  In  this  expedition  the  Pruffians  attacked  the  cattle  of 

Prince  Sulkoufki,  a  Polilh  grandee,- who  had  mterefted  hi  - 

felf  againftthe  King  of  Pruffia,  forced  him  to  furrende  and 
carried  him  and  his  garrifon  pnfoners  mto  Sdefia,  am  o 
300  waggons  with  provifions  and  forage,  he  had  collefted 

^Major-General  Knobloch  was  detached  from  Saxony  to 
Erfurth,  of  which  he  made  himfelf  matter  on  February  the 

*gth.  General  Guafco,  after  furrendering  that  city  by  cap  ¬ 
tation,  retired  to  Schleufing,  with  the  four  battalions  which 
he  commanded.  Two  other  battalions  threw  themfelves^ 
the  fortrefs  of  Feterfberg,  and  promifed  to  ftand  neute  . 
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The  troops  of  his  P ruffian  Majefty  laid  no¬ 
where  inactive.  Five  thoufand  detached  on  the 
fide  of  Mecklenbourg,  attacked  Schwerin,  one 
of  the  principal  cities  in  that  dutchy  •,  from 
whence  they  drove  a  garrifon  of  2000  men  to 
feek  fhelter  on  a  fmall  ifiand  in  the  Lake  of 
Schwerin  d :  obliged  moll  of  the  young  men  in 
the  town,  able  to  bear  arms,  to  eniilf  in  the  Pruf- 
fian  fervice  ;  and  laid  the  country  under  contri¬ 
bution.  From  hence  this  corps  penetrated  into 
Swediffi  Pomerania,  and  forced  the  garrifon  of 
200  men  and  eleven  officers,  in  the  town  of  Pe- 
namunde,  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war. 

The  Swedes  were  not  below  his  attention  :  nor 
did  the  feverity  of  the  winter  prevent  his  purfuit 
of  their  flying  army.  For,  the  army  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Manteuffel,  in  Pomerania,  adted  with  fuch 
fpirit,  that  his  labours  were  recompenfed  with  the 
furrender  of  Damgarten,  Wolgafi,  and  feveral  other 
places,  whofe  garrifons  either  retired  in  time,  or 
Immediately  fubmitted  to  the  Pruffian  fummons  : 
and  he  reduced  Demen  and  Anclam  by  fiege,  at 

evening  before,  he  had  taken,  near  Erfurth,  three  officers  and 
fixty  huffars.  The  2d  of  March  M.  de  Kleift,  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  green  huflars,  puffied  as  far  as  Eifenach,  where 
he  made  124  prifoners.  A  detachment  fent  to  Smalkalden 
and  Vacha,  took  alfo  150  men.  On  the  4th,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wunfch,  with  300  men,  attacked  a  body  of  grena¬ 
diers  poked  behind  felled  trees,  near  Frauenwelde,  diflodged 
them  from  that  port,  took  twenty-feven  prifoners,  and  one 
piece  of  cannon,  a  three  pounder.  After  this  expedition,  the 
Eruffian  troops  returned  into  their  quarters  the  9th  and  10th. 

A  On  the  ijtl)  of  Marsh, 
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the  fame  time;  made  2700  prifoners  of  war,  in- 
eluding  officers,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  mortars  and 
howitzers;  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  in 
Demen,  and  a  very  confiderable  magazine  in  An- 

calm.  ...  _ 

There  remained  but  one  more  attempt,  which,  Attemp  » 

if  executed  with  fuccefs,  would  compleathis  plan,  count 
and  place  him  in  a  condition  to  march  in  queft^F 
the  main  Auftrian  army.  This  was,  to  cut  off, 
or  to  ftreighten  the  fubfiftence  of  M.  Daun’s  ar¬ 
my,  as  much  as  poffible.  With  this  view  we  fee 
his  Majefty,  immediately  upon  advice  of  thepro- 
mifed  fuccefs  of  his  different  parties,  affembling 
his  main  army  near  Strigau,  and  entrenching  his 
forces  at  Bolchenhayn,  near  Landffiut  in  Silefia. 

By  which  difpofition  he  both  rendered  the  invafion 
of  Silefia  impradticable,  cut  off  the  fubfiftence  of 
M.  Daun’s  army  from  that  quarter,  and  even 
from  Moravia,  on  which  great  dependance  had 
been  placed  by  the  enemy  ;  and  enabled  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Prince  Henry,  to  march  out  of  Saxony  into 
Bohemia,  about  the  middle  of  April,  and  by  de¬ 
fraying  the  Auftrian  magazines  in  that  kingdom, 
to  render  fubfiftence  on  that  fide  alfo  extremely 
difficult.  All  which  was  performed  without  any 
other  lofs  than  at  Griefenberg,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia,  where  a  battalion  of  Pruffian  grenadiers, 
polled  under  Colonel  Duringlheven,  were  fur- 
prifed  and  made  prifoners  by  General  Beck,  who 

attacked  that  poll  with  4000  men. 

Prince  Henry  marched  in  two  columns  for  prmce 

Bohemia ;  one  column  marched  by  Peteriwalde,  marc^es 
H  and  into  Bo¬ 

hemia, 
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A.  D.  and  another,  under  General  Hulfen,  by  PafT- 
,759>  berg  and  Commota.  The  vanguard  of  the  co¬ 
lumn,  which  marched  by  Peterfwalde,  found  the 
eminence  beyond  that  village  fortified  with  a  re¬ 
doubt,  with  a  ftrong  barricade  before  it,  guarded 
by  600  Croats  and  fome .  Hungarian  foot.  This 
pafs  was  forced  :  a  major  and  30  men  were  made 
prifoners,  and  fifteen  flain.  The  time  required  to 
remove  the  barricade,  facilitated  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  leifure  to  draw  off  their  troops. 
Neverthelefs,  the  Pruffian  vanguard  dividing  into 
two  bodies,  one  proceeded  to  Auflig,  and  the  other 
to  Toplitz:  the  enemy  fled  precipitately  every 
Dcftroys  where.  The  magazine  of  Auflig  was  deftroyed, 
ar^maga-'"  an<3  t^ie  b°ats  on  the  Elbe  burnt.  The  vanguard 
zmes.  returned,  on  the  16th,  to  the  main  body  at  Wel- 
mina,  having  feized  the  magazines  at  Lowofitz 
and  Leutmaritz,  and  demolifhed  a  bridge  they 
had  lately  built.  General  Hulfen  found  the  pafs 
of  Pafsberg  guarded  by  a  body  of  Croats,  and  the 
regiment  of  Konigfeg  and  Andlau.  The  horfe 
which  marched  by  Pellbourg,  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  rear,  while  they  were  attacked  in  front 
by  the  foot,  who  at  length  drove  them  from  their 
entrenchments.  General  Renard,  with  fifty-one 
officers  and  2000  men  were  taken,  and  three  co¬ 
lours,  two  fiandards,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon. 
Major-General  Afcherfleben,  at  the  head  of  the 
vanguard  of  the  column  commanded  by  General 
Hulfen,  was  detached  to  Saatz  but  the  Auftrians 
burnt  the  magazine  in  that  place,  rather  than  fufier 
it  to  tall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  General 

Meinicks 
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Meinick,  with  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  Co-  A  D. 
lonel  Kleift,  at  the  head  of  the  huffars,  formed  a 
paffage  over  the  Egra,  cut  part  of  the  guard  to 
pieces,  took  three  officers,  and  1 20  men  prifoners, 
and  deftroyed  feveral  magazines e. 

After  this  expedition  of  deftruftion,  which 
filled  Bohemia  with  confirmation,  Prince  Henry- 
returned  to  refrefh  his  troops  near  Drefden.  But 
their  recefs  was  only  of  a  ffiort  duration ,  foL  in 
a  few  days  they  were  ordered  to  march  in  two  co¬ 
lumns  *,  one  took  the  rout  of  Saalfeldt,  the  other 
to  Hoff  in  Franconia:  a  motion  concerted  be¬ 
tween  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  Prince  Ferdinand, 
to  difconcert  the  operations  of  the  Impenalifts. 

For  about  the  fame  time  that  Prince  Henry  fet 
off,  with  40,000  men,  a  detachment  of  12,000 
Hanoverians,  under  the  command  of  the  Here¬ 
ditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  began  to  march  from 
the  allied  army  for  the  fame  quarter;  and,  having  Routs  the 
joined  the  Pruffians,  their  united  force,  on  the^P'"*1 
8th  of  April,  fell  upon  the  army  of  the  Empire 
in  three  different  polls,  and  completed  their  de- 
ftrudion  fo  effectually,  that  the  Prince  of  Deux 

e  The  total  deftruftion  in  the  magazines  amounted  to 
r>486  tons  of  meal ;  37,400  loaves  of  bread,  of  4lb.  weignt 
each;  1 36,820  Berlin  meafures  of  oats,  and  86,300 rations  of 
hay,  of  8  lb.  weight  each.  In  deftroying  the  magazines  at  Bu- 
din  the  flames  fpread,  and  reduced  the  town  to  allies  ;  though 
Prince  Henry  did  all  in  his  power  to  extinguilh  the  fire. 

The  contributions  raifed  in  this  expedition  were  divided  :  to 
every  field-officer  100  rixdollars,  to  every  fubaltern  50  nx- 
dollars,  to  every  ferjeant  20  rixdollars,  and  to  every  private 
Rian  one  rixdollar,  exclufive  of  all  their  plunder. 

Fonts, 
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A.  D.  Ponts,  their  commander  in  chief,  demanded  fuc- 
I/59'  cours  from  M.  Duke  de  Broglio,  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  at  Franckfort.  For,  General  Macguire  was 
forced  to  quit  Afch,  and  retire  in  the  night  to 
Egra  :  and  the  main  body  of  the  army  of  the 
Empire  not  in  a  condition  to  difpute  the  held  with 
the  Prufiian  general,  fled  before  him  to  Cullem- 
bach,  thence  to  Bamberg,  and  again  to  Nurem¬ 
berg.  Prince  Flenry,  in  this  purfuit,  reduced 
obliged  to  Cronach  and  the  caflle  of  Rotenberor.  But  when 

return  into  0 

Saxony,  he  had  advanced  as  far  as  Bamberg  f,  he  was  re¬ 
called,  and  the  Imperial  army  was  delivered  from 
his  future  motions,  by  a  diverflon  made  by  the 
irruption  of  a  body  of  Auftrians,  under  General 
Advant-  Gemmingen,  into  Saxony.  So  that  Prince  Henry 
gained^  J  returned  into  Saxony,  after  he  had  made  fifteen 
hundred  prifoners,  whom  he  fent  to  Leipfic,  de- 
ftroyed  all  the  magazines  that  fell  in  his  way,  and 
laid  the  marquifite  of  Cullembach  and  the  bifliop- 
rick  of  Bamberg  under  contribution.  Though 
this  diverlion  may  be  faid  to  fave  the  army  of  che 
Empire  *,  their  lofies  fuftained  by  this  expedition, 
difabled  them  from  attempting  any  thing  againfl: 
the  Pruflians.  Indeed  Count  Palfy  made  a  faint 

f  Bamberg  furrendered  on  terms,  at  his  approach,  butfome 
confufion  happening  before  the  capitulation  was  compleated, 
a  party  of  Croats  fired  upon  a  party  of  Pruflians,  who  had  ad¬ 
vanced  near  one  of  the  gates.  Which  being  refented  by  the 
Prince,  as  a  breach  of  the  capitulation,  his  Highnefs  gave 
the  city  up  to  be  plundered  by  his  troops:  who  pillaged  during 
two  whole  days,  in  a  moll  unrelenting  and  licentious  manner. 
Which  occafioned  loud  complaints,  all  over  Europe,  againfl: 
the  Pruflians,  and  afterwards  produced  a  fevere  retaliation. 

attempt 
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attempt  to  harrafs  their  retreat  with  a  party  of 
Imperialifts  -,  but  that  body  was  defeated  with  a 
confiderable  (laughter  near  Hoff*,  which  reduced 
their  whole  army  to  about  10,000  men,  who  re¬ 
turned  to  Bamberg:  and  Gemmingen  having 
gained  his  point,  to  draw  the  Pruffian  army  back 
into  Saxony,  he  retired  into  Bohemia  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Prince  Henry. 

M.  Count  Daun  was  all  this  time  encamped  in  Pofition  of 
a  very  advantageous  pod,  with  the  grand  Auftrian  Daun> 
army  at  Schartz  in  Bohemia,  within  the  circle  of 
Koningfgratz.  His  right  was  at  Braunau,  and  the 
left  extended  to  Gabel.  The  King  of  Pruffia  re-  onhe  f 
mained  near  Landlhut :  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  Pruffians,  commanded  by  General  Fouquet, 
were  polled  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Silefia.  Which 
difpofition  kept  their  enemies  in  awe,  and  at 
fhort  allowance  for  provifions  and  forage-,  though 
there  were  feveral  (kirmifhes  between  Fouquet  and 
the  Auftrian  General  de  Ville,  who  commanded 
a  large  body  of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Mo¬ 
ravia.0  Here  we  behold  the  King  of  Pruffia  and 
M.  Daun  watching  each  other,  with  the  greateft 
attention  and  impatience,  to  feize  a  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  that  might  happen  through  any  incident  or 
overfight  in  either  party.  His  Pruffian  Majefty 
had  done  all,  that  could  be  done  in  his  circum- 
ftances,  todiftrefs  his  enemies,  and  to  oblige  them 
to  remain  upon  the  defenfive. .  Nor  could  his  ene-  Ruffians 
mies  dare  to  attack  him,  without  the  affiftance  their  ope. 
of  the  Ruffians.  Thefe  had  fuffered  greatly  by 

the  deftrudion  of  their  magazines  in  the  winter. 

But 
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A.  D.  But  the  neceffity  of  their  aid  put  the  Emprefs 
*759‘  Queen  upon  every  expedient  to  keep  the  Czarina 
Heady  in  her  caufe,  and  to  prevail  with  her  Ma- 
jefty  to  keep  the  field.  The  Czarina,  as  defirous 
of  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  total  ruin,  as  her  confe¬ 
derates  were,  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  at  the 
requifition  of  the  Auflrian  minifter ;  but  rather 
more  exafperated  by  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  late 
fuccefs,  and  furnifhed  with  fufficient  refources  to 
repair  the  lofs  of  her  magazines,  her  Czarifh  Ma- 
jefty  ordered  Count  Soltikoff  to  lead  her  numerous 
army  of  favages  into  the  dominions  of  Pruffia. 
March  to-  In  purfuance  of  this  order,  the  Ruffian  army 
vfftula!he  refumed  their  march  over  the  Viftula.  On  the 
21ft  of  April,  they  had  finifhed  two  bridges 
acrofs  that  river.  Their  irregulars  appeared  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  Pruffian  territories,  with  their 
ufual  barbarities,  ravaging  without  pity  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Pomerania,  Brandenburg  and  Silefia ;  and 
the  main  body  of  the  Ruffian  army  followed  about 
the  middle  of  May,  taking  the  fame  rout,  and 
Attraa  the  exercifing  the  like  barbarities.  His  Pruffian  Ma- 
TSr  jefty*  at  firft,  thought  it  fufficient  to  oppofe  their 
^n|"f  attempts  by  two  parties ;  one  polled  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Manteuffel  at  Grypfwalden  in  Pomerania,  and 
another  at  Koningfwalde,  under  General  Schla- 
Count  berndorf.  But  when  certain  advice  arrived,  that 
dered^r"  t^ie  w^ole  army  of  the  Ruffians  were  a&ually  in 
them'6  motion  to  pafs  the  Viftula,  his  Majelly  ordered 
Count  Dohna  to  return  from  Mecklenburg,  where 
he  had  been  making  levies,  and  raffing  contribu¬ 
tions,  to  repair  into  Pomerania,  and  to  take  the 

chief 
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chief  command  of  the  troops  deftined  to  a£t  A  D. 
againft  the  invaders.  With  which  he  encamped  7 
near  Cuftrin :  and  he  was  afterwards  reinforced 
by  the  feveral  bodies  of  troops  under  General 
Hulfen  and  General  Woberfnow,  with  orders  to 
march  into  Poland  in  quell  of  the  enemy. 

Count  Dohna  advanced  to  Meritz  in  Poland,  ^aorJoe_s 
and  publilhed  a  manifefto  in  the  name  of  his  land. 
Pruffian  Maiefty,  (dated  the  15th  of  June)  fetting  Pubiilhesa 
forth  the  neceffity  he  was  under  to  enter  the  re-  to  excufe 
public  of  Poland,  with  a  part  of  his  armies,  in  this  march- 
order  to  protedl  their  territories  againft  the  threatned 
invafion  of  the  enemy ;  and  declaring  that  this 
ftep  muft  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  relpedl  he 
always  had  for  that  illuftrious  republic,  nor  leffen 
the  good  underftanding  hitherto  fubfifting  be¬ 
tween  them  •,  but  to  ftrengthen  the  fame  by  grant¬ 
ing  him  the  fame  good-will  as  the  Republic  fhewed 
to  the  enemy,  than  which  he  defired  nothing 
more.  He  then  demanded  a  fupply  of  provifions,  Demands 
corn  and  forage  fufficient  for  40,000  men,  with  for  money, 
the  utmoft  difpatch,  upon  promife  of  paying  ready 
money  for  the  fame,  but  threatning  to  take  it  by 
force,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  enemy  had  done, 
in  cafe  of  a  refufal  or  negleft. 

His  Majefty  alfo  made  an  attempt  to  draw  re-  Amani- 
cruits  from  Poland,  and  to  engage  l'ome  of  the  recruits. 
Polifh  nobility  to  take  up  arms  in  his  caufe  dnd 
to  join  his  army.  For  on  the  22d  of  the  fame 
month,  another  manifefto  or  proclamation  iftued 
from  Count  Dohna,  importing,  That  if  any  one 
had  an  inclination  to  enter  into  the  King  of  Pruf- 
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fia’s  fervice,  with  an  intention  to  behave  well  and 
faithfully,  he  might  apply  to  the  head  quarters, 
and  be  allured  of  a  capitulation  for  three  or  four 
years :  and  that  if  any  Prince  or  member  of  the 
republic  of  Poland  were  dilpofed  to  affemble  a 
body  of  men,  and  to  join  in  a  troop,  or  in  a  com¬ 
pany,  the  Pruffian  army,  to  make  a  common  caufe 
with  it,  he  might  depend  upon  a  gracious  recep¬ 
tion,  and  that  due  regard  would  be  {hewn  to  his 
merit ;  at  the  fame  time  threatning  difagreeable 
conlequences  to  any  perfon,  that  fhould  either 
ihelter,  conceal  or  lodge,  any  deferter  from  the 
Pruffian  colours,  and  promiiQng  a  reward  to  every 
perlon,  that  fhould  bring  a  deferter  back  and  de¬ 
liver  him  at  the  firft  advanced  poft,  or  at  the  head 
quarters.  A  caution  that  was  become  exceeding 
necelTary,  as  appears  by  another  manifefto  or  the 
17th,  wherein  it  is  declared,  “  That  it  was  with 
“  the  greateft  aftonifhment  that  the  King  had 
«  heard  that  feveral  of  his  own  fubjects  had  fuf- 
“  fered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  from  their  allegi- 
“  ance  fo  far,  as  to  enter  into  the  fervice  ot  a  Po- 
“  tentate,  with  whom  he  is  actually  at  war :  and 
“  that  all  his  fubjects  ferving  in  the  enemies  ar- 
“  mies,  who  fhall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their 
“  hands  (hall  be  lentenced  to  be  hanged  without 
«  mercy,  as  traitors  to  their  King  and  country.” 
From  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  Pruffian  army 
in  its  march  into  Poland  began  to  fufier  by  fre¬ 
quent  defertions  *,  and  that  it  was  necelTary  to 
bring  the  affair  intended  with  the  Ruffians  to  a 
criGs. 


This 
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This  was  certainly  the  refolution  and  expedta-  A-  D* 

1  1759. 

tion  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  j  his  own  army  grow¬ 
ing  weaker,  and  in  danger  of  being  diftrefied  for 
provifions :  whilft  the  enemy  were  in  a  fituation 
to  be  daily  reinforced  and  fupplied  by  their  fleet, 
now  united  with  the  Swedes s,  and  commanding  Swedifh 
all  the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  from  whence  recruits,  theee  Ru'r-3 
ammunition,  proviflon,  and  all  forts  of  warlike fian- 
ftores,  could  be  eaflly  conveyed  to  the  Ruffian 
army. 

But  Count  Dohna,  diffident  of  his  own  flrength,  Count 
though  he  advanced  as  far  as  within  five  miles  of  overcau- 
Pofna,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  attack  the  tlon‘ 
Ruffian  grand  army,  under  General  SoltikofF,  in 
their  ftrong  encampment :  which  having  the  city 
Pofna  and  the  river  Warta  in  their  rear,  and  in  their 
front  a  formidable  entrenchment,  mounted  with  a 
numerous  artillery,  he  thought  would  be  impreg¬ 
nable,  or  at  leaffc  could  not  be  attacked  with  any 
•degree  of  fuccefs.  Therefore  he  contented  him- 
felf  with  trying  every  means  to  harrafs  the  enemy, 
to  watch  their  motions,  and  to  cut  off  their  con¬ 
voys  to  the  eaftward  •,  till  fuch  times  as  his  own 
army  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  falling  back 
to  the  Oder  for  their  own  fubfiftence.  So  that  all 
he  could  do  was  not  fufficient  to  flop  their  pro- 
grefs  towards  Silefia,  who  marched  and  encamped 
between  Langemeil  and  Schmellau,  in  Silefia,  by 
the  time  the  Pruffian  General  got  with  his  army 
to  Zullichau,  near  Crofien. 

£  This  united  fleet  had  inftru&ions  to  feize  all  Pruffian  vef- 
fels  coming  from,  or  bound  unto  Stettin. 
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A.  D.  This  condufl  of  Count  Dohna  was  extremely 
'759-  difagreeable  to  his  Pruffian  Majedy ;  who  placed 
Difagree-  great  confidence  in  the  courage  of  his  troops,  in 
Pruffian 'S  the  fkill  of  his  commanders,  and  in  the  timidity 
Maiefty‘  of  his  enemies-,  whofe  piquets  and  advanced 
guards,  at  the  approach  of  only  five  battalions  of 
Pruffian  infantry,  fupported  by  a  few  fquadrons  of 
horfe,  retreated  within  their  lines,  and  fuffered 
General  Wabberfnow,  with  that  fmall  corps  to 
reconnoitre  the  fituation  of  their  camp,  and  to  carry 
off  eleven  prifoners,  without  the  lead  motion  to 
Superfed-  cut  off  his  retreat.  Therefore  his  Majefty  fuper- 
ed>  feded  this  cautious  general  by  the  appointment  of 
By  Gene*  General  Wedel  to  his  command  in  chief;  with 
rai  Wed  el.  p0flt}ve  orders  to  attack  the  Ruffian  army,  which 
confided  of  70,000  men,  though  the  Pruffian 

forces  did  not  exceed  30,000. 

General  Wedel  arrived  at  the  Pruffian  camp  at 
Zullichau  on  the  22d  of  July,  efcorted  by  200 
dragoons,  commanded  by  Major  Podewils ;  who 
in  his  march  defeated  a  Ruffian  detachment  plun¬ 
dering  the  village  of  Radwitz,  killed  69,  and  took 
who  pre-  8o  prifoners.  General  Wedel  immediately  re- 
McTth°eat"  connoitred,  in  perfon,  the  pofition  of  the  enemy’s 
Ruffian  camp,  which  was  dill  at  Langemeil.  But  next 

^  morning,  he  difcovcred  by  their  motions,  that  the 

Ruffians  were  preparing  to  quit  their  intrench- 
ments,  and  to  draw  nearer  the  Oder,  which  after¬ 
wards  appeared  to  favour  M.  Daun  s  motions 
To  difpute  againft  the  King.  So  that  General  Wedel  filed 
the  paffage  0ff  with  all  poffible  diligence,  to  difpute  the  paf- 
odi!  fage  of  that  river.  For  this  purpofe  he  marched 
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his  army  in  two  columns,  one  to  march  towards 
Kay,  the  other  towards  Moze. 

Thefe  motions  foon  brought  on  an  engagement. 

For  the  van-guard  of  the  column,  that  took  the 
rout  of  Kay,  and  confided  of  cavalry,  had  fcarce  Skirmilhes, 
paffed  the  defile  of  Kay,  before  they  fell  in  with 
the  enemy’s  light  troops :  which  they  repulfed  with 
great  lofs.  Skirmifhes  happened  every  where  in 
favour  of  the  Pruflians  :  and  General  Schorlem- 
mer’s  cavalry  did  great  execution  at  different 
times,  in  their  march.  Lieutenant  General  Man- 
teufell,  with  fix  battalions,  drove  the  enemy  from 
feveral  batteries,  which  the  Ruffians  had  eredted 
upon  the  heights  to  cover  them  as  they  advanced. 

But  the  fire  from  thofe  heights  was  fo  well  ferved, 
and  continued  with  fuch  brifknefs,  and  the  Pruf- 
fians  having  the  word  of  the  ground,  and  not 
being  able  to  bring  their  artillery  to  bear  upon 
their  enemies,  that  General  Wedel  was  obliged 
to  defid  from  the  charge. 

The  Ruffians  and  their  confederates  greatly 
magnified  this  adtion  to  their  own  advantage.  But 
when  we  confider  that  the  Ruffians  did  not  purfue 
WedelYarmy  ;  and  let  him  quietly  fit  down  and 
pitch  his  camp  within  cannon  (hot  of  their  own, 
and  with  his  right  wing  extending  to  the  hill  of 
Kay,  where  the  adtion  began  :  they  could  have  no 
reafon  to  boad  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  And  His  lofs> 
though  the  Pruffians  lod  h  4000  killed,  prifoners, 
and  wounded  •,  the  Ruffians  lols  was  confiderably 
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I1  Some  accounts  make  the  lofs  only  iooo,  others  8000  men. 
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A.  D.  more.  But  the  greateft  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  was 
*759'  in  the  death  of  General  Wabberfnow,  who  was 
killed  in  attacking  a  battery.  There  were  3000 
wounded,  amongft  whom  was  General  Manteu- 

fell. 

The  Ruffians,  though  not  in  a  humour  to  re¬ 
new  the  battle,  and  to  force  the  trenches  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Wed  el,  endeavoured  to  improve  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  when  they  were  well  affured  that  the 
Pruffians  were  not  in  a  condition  to  venture  an- 
Ruffians  other  battle,  till  ftrongly  reinforced.  In  this  m- 
fon  orTthe  terval  Prince  Soltikoff  quitted  his  camp,  and  made 
oder-  himfelf  matter  of  Francfort  upon  the  Oder,  and 
of  Croffen,  without  oppofition. 

Motions  His  Pruffian  Majefty,  who  had  been  obliged 
l!lc  to  make  various  motions,  to  counteract  the  fchemes 
and  Au-  of  M.  Daun,  endeavouring  to  draw  nearer  to  the 
ltnanSl  rout  of  the  Ruffians,  and  to  facilitate  their  ope¬ 
rations  again  ft  Silefia,  in  order  to  favour  the  plan 
he  had  formed  for  all  the  confederate  armies  to 
attack  the  Pruffians  at  one  time  •,  had  quitted  his 
camp  in  the  mountains  near  Landfhut,  and  march¬ 
ed  by  the  way  of  Herchberg  to  Lahn.  In  this 
rout  his  vanguard  met  with  the  Auftrians  under 
General  Laudohn,  who  had  entered  Silefia  by  the 
way  of  Grieffenberg,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat 

with  lofs. 

Kin- of  His  Majefty  had  his  eye  chiefly  on  the  motions 
of  the  Ruffians ;  whofe  progrefs  was  to  be  flopped 
the  mo-  events:  and  as  all  accounts  concurred  to 

Ruffians*^6  make  their  motions  daily  more  hazardous  to  his 
intereft,  the  King  refolved,  after  this  repulle  ot 

Laudohn, 
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Laudohn,  by  which  Silefia  was  fecured  from  any  A^D. 
immediate  attack  from  the  Auftrian  army,  to  wait, 
at  Gepperfdorff,  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  under 
General  Wedel ;  having  for  that  purpofe  chofen  His  ftrong 

,  t  .  t  camp. 

a  ftrong  and  advantageous  camp  on  the  neignts 
before  the  village  of  Schmotfieffen,  both  flanks 
well  covered  :  its  left  towards  Liebenlhel,  and 
Loewenberg  behind  its  right  wing.  At  the  fame  M.  Damn’s 
time  M.  Daun  occupied  the  heights  behind  the cainp' 
Quiefs,  extending  his  right  towards  Grieffenberg, 
and  his  left  to  Lauban,  with  his  head  quarters  at 
Goriitz  Heim  in  Lufatia. 

The  two  armies  were  thus  fituated,  when  the 
news  of  the  addon  between  the  Ruffians  and  the 
Pruffians  arrived  in  their  camps.  His  Pruffian  King  of 
Majefty  reiolved  immediately  to  march,  in  perfon,  ie!foiution 
to  revenge  the  caule  of  General  Wedel,  and  there- 
by  to  defeat  the  Ruffians.  M.  Daun  penetrated  r  uftians. 
into  this  defign,  and  prepared  immediately  to  re-  m.  Daun 
inforce  the  Ruffians  with  a  ftrong  body  of  Au- 
ftrian  cavalry,  of  which  they  were  in  need.  The  tons. 
King  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  10,000  choice 
troops,  and  marched  for  Wedel’s  army  on  the  ift 
of  Auguft,  leaving  the  reft  of  his  forces  under 
the  command  of  his  brother  Henry,  to  watch  M. 

Daun.  M.  Daun  had  already  detached  about 
12,000  horfe  and  8000  foot,  under  the  command 
of  General  Laudohn  in  chief.  Thefe  troops 
marched  in  two  diviflons  •,  one  column  through 
Silefia,  the  other  through  Lufatia,  and  would 
have  completed  their  jundlion  had  not  General 
Wedel  taken  the  poft  of  Plauen,  oppofite  to 

G  g  3  Croffen. 
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A.  D.  Croflen.  By  which  means  his  Pruffian  Majefty 
came  up  with  the  column  commanded  by  General 

Skirmiflies  Haddick,  at  Somerfeldt,  who  retired  at  the  ap- 

between 

thefe  de-  proach  of  the  Pruflians;  but  not  without  confl- 

tachments.  j^^g  ]0fs  jn  rear-guard  ;  and  in  feveral  fkir- 

milhes :  in  which  the  Pruflians  made  a  large  booty 
and  2000  Prifoners.  Yet  it  was  not  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  power  to  prevent  the  Auftrians  joining  the 
Ruffians  before  he  was  in  a  condition  to  attack 
their  main  army. 

The  Kmg  -phe  King  found  General  Wedel  at  Croflen, 

joinsGene-  0 

rai  Wedel.  which  he  had  retaken  from  the  Ruffians  :  and  on 
the  4th  of  Auguft,  their  forces  were  joined  at 
Muhlrofe.  But  as  the  Auflrian  auxiliaries  had 

Waits  for  augmented  Soltikoff’s  army  to  90,000,  it  was 
inforce-  judged  neceffary  to  put  off  the  intended  attack  till 
his  Majefty  could  receive  further  reinforcement : 
and  his  only  refource  on  this  occafion  was  to  recall 
the  9000  men  detached  under  General  Finck,  to 
cover  Saxony  in  his  abfence.  Finck  joined  his 
Majefty ’s  army  on  the  8  th,  at  Lebus  :  and  from 
that  moment  it  was  determined  to  march  in  queft 
of  the  Ruffians,  and  to  give  them  battle. 

Strength  of  The  Ruffians  and  Auftrians  together  made  an 


merit. 


Joined  by 

General 

Fink. 


the  Ruf¬ 
fian  army 


army  of  90,000  men  ;  and  were  entrenched  be¬ 
tween  Francfort  and  Cunnerfdorff  in  an  advan¬ 
tageous  fltuation,  and  defended  by  an  immenfe 
artillery.  The  Pruflians  did  not  mufter  50,000 
Pruflians.  men  .  but  the  deferring  of  an  adlion  was  leaving 
Motives  the  enemy  at  liberty  to  over-run  and  pillage  the 
beft  and  richeft  part  of  his  dominions ;  was  giv¬ 
ing  up  Saxony  a  prey  to  the  Imperialifts,  who 

had 
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had  already  taken  advantage  of  its  defencelefs  -D. 
ftate  :  it  was  expofing  Berlin  itfelf  to  the  parties 
detached  againft  that  capital  by  M.  Daun,  and  it 
was  endangering  all  his  dominions ;  which  nothing 
could  fave  but  a  viftory  or  at  lead  a  battle,  that 
might  check  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  army. 

Difficulties  in  fuch  a  cafe  were  to  be  difregarded. 

Danger  was  to  be  braved.  On  the  nth  the  Prufi  • 

fian  army  pafied  the  Oder  near  Cuflrin,  and  form-  battle, 
ed  in  order  of  battle  near  Efcher,  purfuing  its. 
march  to  Bifchoffsee.  General  Finck  was  charged 
with  the  corps  of  referve ;  with  which  he  took 
poll  on  the  eminences,  between  that  place  and 

Trettin. 

The  1 2th  was  the  decifive  day.  The  army  be* 
gan  to  march  towards  Repin  at  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  halted  and  formed  in  a  wood,  and  then  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  Ruffians.  The  left  wing  was 
kept  back.  The  van- guard  gained  an  eminence 
oppofite  to  the  enemy’s  left  •,  on  which  the  King 
ordered  feveral  batteries  to  be  eredted,  intending 
to  make  his  greateft  effort  on  that  fide.  It  was  Battle  be 
1 1  o’clock  before  his  Majefty  could  bring  matteis 
to  bear  for  the  onfet ;  when  unmafking  his  batte¬ 
ries,  there  began  a  moft  furious  fire  upon  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  Ruffian  left,  and  upon  its  right  point, 
with  fuccefs :  and,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  the 
diforder  of  the  enemy,  occafioned  by  the,  cannon¬ 
ade,  his  Majefty  ordered  fome  battalions  in  co¬ 
lumns,  to  fall  upon  the  left  point,  and  the  flank 
of  the  left  wing.  The  charge  was  made  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  the  Ruffians  were  ftagger  d 

G  g  4  and 
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and  ready  to  give  way.  The  Pruffians  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  three  batteries,  oil  which 
they  found  80  pieces  of  cannon  :  and  for  upwards 
of  fix  hours,  the  advantage  was  fo  maniieftly  on 
the  fide  of  Pruffia,  that  the  Ruffians  themfelves 
began  to  defpair  of  vidlory,  and  his  Majefty  made 
himfelf  fo  fure  of  fuccefs,  that  he  difpatched  a 
meffenger  with  this  billet  to  the  Queen  : — “  Ma- 
“  dam,  we  have  drove  the  Ruffians  from  their 
“  entrenchments,  and  have  taken  a  vaft  artillery. 
<c  You  may  loon  expedl  to  hear  of  a  glorious 

victory. ”  But  fortune  played  his  Majefty  a 
trick  on  this  occafion.  She  led  him  through  al- 
moft  impenetrable  intrenchments  ;  enabled  him  to 
force  one  poll;  after  another,  as  far  as  Cunnerfdorff: 
but  here  fhe  deferred,  and  left  him  a  prey  to  his 
own  rafhnefs. 

Prince  SoJtikofF,  finding  himfelf  thus  defeated 
almoft  in  every  quarter,  refolved  to  make  his  laft 
ftand  on  his  left  wing,  much  fhattered,  but  more 
entire  than  any  other  part  of  his  army.  He  af- 
fembled  the  remains  of  his  right  wing  •,  drew  off 
the  whole  fecond  line  of  the  centre,  and  divided 
them  both  into  frnall  corps,  or  large  battalions, 
formed  in  long  lquares  or  columns,  to  fupport  the 
flank  of  his  left  wing :  and  then  the  Ruffian 
general,  under  cover  of  an  advantageous  emi¬ 
nence,  called  the  Jews  burial  ground,  fortified 
with  a  ftrong  redoubt,  drew  up  a  great  body  of 
his  troops,  by  way  of  a  forlorn  hope,  fupported 
by  all  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  which  had  not  yet 
been  engaged,  The  Ruffian  advocates  pafs’d  great 

encomiums 
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encomiums  upon  thefe  motions  and  difpofitions  A.  D, 
made  by  their  general.  ‘  Thefe  motions,  fay 
<  they,  were  made  with  an  order  impracticable  to 
«  any  but  the  bolded  and  moft  intrepid  troops  : 

‘  and  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  no  idea  of  a 
‘  manoeuvre  fo  cool  and  phlegmatic  in  the  midft 
‘  of  fuch  a  hot  fire.’ 

The  truth  is  this.  The  Ruffians  were  driven  Remarks* 
out  of  their  trenches  •,  they  fled  before  the  Pruf- 
fians ;  and  they  placed  their  lad  refort  for  defence, 
and  to  fave  the  remains  of  their  army,  in  a  fitua- 
tion  really  impregnable  by  an  army  fatigued  by 
the  hard  fervice  of  fix  hours  daughter,  in  an  ex- 
ceflive  hot  day,  and  unable  to  bring  up  their  ar¬ 
tillery  over  bad  ground,  while  they  mud  be  ex- 
pofed  to  a  great  train,  in  defence  of  that  pod. 

Had  the  King  of  Pruffia  been  contented  with  his 
advantages  and  maintained  his  ground,  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  would  have  a&ed  the  fecond  part  of  their 
conduit,  under  General  Fermer',  and  had  been 
heartily  drubbed  at  Zorndorff.  It  is  very  proba¬ 
ble,  that  in  a  few  days  they  would  have  returned 
back  by  the  neared  way  into  their  own  territories : 
but  fluffied  with  fuccefs,  he  could  not  be  fatisfied 
with  any  thing  lefs  than  a  total  overthrow  of  his 
enemies;  without  confulting  the  danger  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  renewing  the  attack. 

His  generals  remondrated  againd  fo  defperate  a 
dep  ;  which  could  promife  nothing  but  the  de-  contrary  to 

r  „  .  1  ,  1  r  r  u  r  the  adv,cc 

druilion  of  his  own  troops,  and  the  lols  of  thole  of  his  Ge¬ 
nerals. 

*  See  page  334,  &c.  Vol.  III. 
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A.  D.  advantages  and  that  glory  they  had  already  ac- 
17 quired.  His  Majefty  would  hear  no  oppofition  to 
his  opinion.  It  was  refolved ;  the  attack  was 
made.  The  Auftrian  cavalry  came  frefh  into  the 
adtion,  and  beat  the  Pruftian  horfe  back,  which 
put  the  foot  into  diforder.  His  Majefty  did  his 
utmoft  to  retrieve  the  affair  :  thrice  he  himfelf  led 
on  his  troops  to  the  charge,  and  expofed  his  per- 
fon  to  the  greateft  danger.  He  had  two  horfes 
killed  under  him,  and  feveral  balls  paffed  through 
his  cloaths.  But  all  thefe  efforts  were  in  vain.  His 
troops  were  fpent.  The  poll  was  inacceflible :  and 
fome  of  the  enemy’s  cannon  were  brought  within 
Defeated.  40  yards,  and  fired  with  cartouch.  Therefore, 
perceiving  that  his  men  were  exhaufted,  and  that 
he  had  been  deceived  in  his  opinion  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  ftrength  and  courage,  he  came  to  the  refolu- 
tion  to  draw  them  off :  in  which  he  was  favoured 
by  the  approach  of  night.  For,  that  enabled  him 
to  get  poffeffion  of  fome  heights,  which  could  be 
eafily  defended  :  and  by  that  means  he  covered  the 
retreat  of  his  troops,  who  were  obliged  to  return 
to  the  place,  where  they  began  the  attack,  and 
quit  all  the  advantages,  they  had  gained  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  day. 

As  foon  as  his  Pruffian  Majefty  was  convinced 

of  this  fatal  error,  he  difpatched  another  courier 

Letter  to  to  inform  his  Queen,  “  That  he  had  hazarded 
the  Queen. 

another  attempt,  in  which  he  had  failed  ;  and 
“  commanded  her  to  remove  from  Berlin  with 
“  the  royal  family  ;  and  to  fend  the  archieves-  to 

Potzdam.  He  alfo  gave  the  city  leave  to  make 

“  conditions 


the  LATE  WAR. 


475 


44  conditions  with  the  enemy.”  For  it  was  not  A.  D. 
doubted,  but  that  the  Ruffians  would  make  the  '7 59’ 
beft  of  their  way  to  plunder  the  capital  of  Bran¬ 
denburg,  and  lay  the  Ele&orate  under  heavy  con¬ 
tributions. 

This  was  the  molt  bloody  battle  the  King  of  Loft 
Pruffia  had  ever  fought.  He  loft  almoft  twenty 
thoufand  of  his  beft  troops.  The  enemy’s  lofs  was 
not  fo  great  •,  though  it  is  certain,  that  they  had 
loft  upwards  of  10,000  men,  before  they  retreated 
to  the  Jew’s  Burying-ground.  But  what  injured 
the  King  moft  was,  the  great  daughter  amongft 
his  officers,  and  the  lofs  of  his  artillery.  General 
Putkammer  was  amongft  the  {lain  ;  and  fcarce  an 
officer  efcaped  without  a  wound.  In  this  condi¬ 
tion  his  Majefty,  next  day,  retreated  over  the 
Oder,  colle&ed  his  fugitives,  and  faw,  with  joy 
and  aftoniffiment,  the  enemy  remain  ina<5tive  and 
quiet  in  their  camp.  He  marched  thence  to 
Fuftenwalde,  a  fituation  that  eafed  him  of  all  moiefta- 
his  fears  for  Berlin  ;  as  it  enabled  him  to  cover 
his  capital  from  all  incurfions  of  the  Ruffians*  and 
preferved  a  communication  for  fupplies  of  provi- 
fions,  ammunition  and  cannon  from  the  royal 
magazines  in  that  city.  Here  alfo  his  Majefty 
was  reinforced  with  5000  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Kleift,  whom  he  recalled  from 
Pomerania. 

When  Soltikoff  began  to  move,  inftead  ofRuftans 
taking  the  rout  for  Brandenburg,  he  marched  fur- 
ther  into  Silefia,  with  pare  of  his  army,  joined 
M.  Dauifs  army  in  Lufatia,  and  confulted  with 
that  general  in  what  manner  they  might  beft  im¬ 
prove 


: 
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A.D.  prove  the  late  advantage ;  the  Imperialifts  having 
already  over-run  Saxony,  and  reduced  Hall,  Leip- 

Kefolve  to  p  Toraau  and  Drefden.  Their  refolution  was 

beliege  ’  3  ^  id 

GreatGlo-  for  the  Ruffians  to  befiege  Great  Giogau.  i>ut 

sau'  this  defign  was  fruftrated  by  the  penetration  of  the 
King  •,  who,  forefeeing  their  intention,  detached 
General  Wunck,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  Imperialifts  in  Saxony,  and 
encamped  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  fo  as  to  cover 
Giogau  from  a  furprize. 

situation  Thus  we  fee  four  great  armies,  commanded  by 

of  the  ar-  _  _  .  ^  n 

mies.  the  King  of  Pruffia,  Prince  Henry,  Count  Daun 
and  General  Soltikoff",  encamped  in  Lufatia  and 
the  borders  of  Silefia.  They  watched  the  motions 
of  each  other  •,  while  the  war  was  carried  on 
brifkly  by  detached  parties.  Wunch  retook  Leip- 
fic,  joined  General  Finck  at  Eulenburg,  and  in 
their  rout  towards  Drefden,  they  frightned  General 
Haddick  from  an  advantageous  poll  near  Roth- 

Skirmifhes.  Scemberg,  and  repulfed  him,  joined  by  the  whole 
Imperial  army  near  Meiffen,  on  the  21ft  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  attacked 
the  two  Pruffian  generals  in  their  entrenchments  at 
Corbitz  ;  and  endeavoured  to  diflodge  them  by  a 
furious  cannonade  from  morning  to  night,  under 
whofe  favour  they  retired  with  a  confiderable  lofs 
in  killed  and  wounded,  and  500  prifoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  Pru  (fians. 

AtVehla.  Prince  Henry  formed  a  fcheme  to  furprize  a 
confiderable  body  of  Auftrians  under  General 
Vehla,  at  Hoyerlwerda,  about  eleven  German 
miles  diftant  from  his  camp  at  Hornfdorlr,  near 

Gor- 
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Goriitz.  Which  he  executed  with'  fuccefs  on  the  A.D. 
23d  of  October,  and  took  the  General  and  1200 
men  prifoners,  and  killed  fix  hundred. 

His  Highnefs  afterwards  joined  the  troops  un¬ 
der  Finck  and  Wunch,  which  obliged  M.  Daun 
to  abandon  his  camp  alfo,  and  to  march  with  all 
expedition  to  cover  Drefden  ;  which  city,  it  was 
probable,  that  prince  had  refolved  to  attempt. 

Prince  Soltikoff,  on  this  occafion,  feparated  from  ^  Ruf_ 
the  Auftrians,  and  the  fiege  of  Glogau  being  im-  fePa- 
pra&icable,  they  repaifed  the  Oder  at  Neulalze, 
and  encamped  at  Franftadt :  fo  that  the  banks  of 
the  Oder,  at  this  time,  entertained  three  armies, 
the  Ruffians  at  Franftadt,  a  body  of  Auftrians, 
under  General  Laudohn,  at  Schlichtingfkeim  ;  the 
Pruffians,  under  their  KingatKoben. 

Prince  Henry’s  communication  with  the  King 
was  entirely  cut  off",  and  his  army  was  almoft  Pnnce 
furrounded  by  A uftrian  detachments  •,  but  by  his  eniy* 
vigilance  and  activity  he  gained  feveral  advantages 
over  them.  General  Finck  drove  them  out  of 
Vogel  fang  •,  and  with  fix  battalions  and  fome  ca¬ 
valry  he  crofted  the  Elbe,  and  joined  a  Pruffian 
corps  at  Wittenberg,  retired  from  Duben  before 
the  Auftrians. 

This  was  all  that  happened  in  thefe  quarters  Duked’A- 
till  the  29th  of  October,  when  the  Duke  d’Arem- 
berg,  with  fixteen  thoufand  Auftrians,  marched 
from  Dammitch,  to  occupy  the  heights  near 
Pretfch  •,  and  was  attacked  and  defeated  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Wunch,  who  made  1 200  prifoners,  amongft 
whom  were  twenty  officers  and  Lieutenant- oe- 

neral 
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neral  Gemmingen  j  and  took  Tome  cannon,  great 
part  of  their  tents,  and  a  large  quantity  of  bag¬ 
gage. 

After  this  adtion  Prince  Henry,  encamped  with 

all  his  party,  called  in  at  Strehla;  from  whence, 

near  Tor-  on  the  j  5th  <-jay  0f  November,  he  marched  to  a 
gau.  J  7 

ftrong  camp  near  Torgau,  to  prevent  his  commu- 
tiiTKing7  n"lcat‘on  wkh  that  CIty  being  cut  off.  Befides,  he 
was  foon  joined  by  the  King  himfelf  and  20,000 
men  from  Silefia. 

The  King  had  conceived  a  projedt  to  hinder 
the  retreat  of  the  Auftrians  into  Bohemia,  by 
gaining  poffeffion  of  the  defiles  of  Maxen  and 
General  Ottendorff.  He  detached  nineteen  battalions  and 

Finck  lur- 

rounded,  thirty-five  fquadrons,  under  General  Finck,  for 
this  fervice.  But  there  was  fome  egregious  miftake 
either  in  the  projedt  or  in  its  execution.  For 
though  Daun,  on  advice  of  this  motion,  did  re¬ 
tire  to  Plauen :  yet  it  feems  to  have  been  with  a 
defign  to  draw  the  Pruffians  more  into  his  power, 
by  making  them  more  off  their  guard.  Finck 
was  fcarce  encamped  on  the  hill  near  the  village 
of  Maxen,  before  he  faw  himfelf  attacked  by  the 
corps  de  referve  of  M.  Daun’s  army,  which  was 
encamped  under  the  command  of  Baron  de  Sin¬ 
cere,  near  Dippodefwalda.  The  baron  marched 
his  troops  in  four  columns  through  the  woods, 
and  furrounded  the  Pruffians,  before  they  had  the 
Bravery  of  leaft  intimation  of  their  approach.  However,  the 
kis  troops,  con{jU(q.  0f  Qeneral  finck,  and  the  bravery  of  his 

troops,  maintained  their  ground  with  great  refo- 
lution,  till  they  loft  their  redoubt,  and  were  over-  v 

powered 
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powered  by  numbers :  and  then  they  made  their  A.  D. 
retreat  good  from  height  to  height,  till,  by  fa-  ’759* 
vour  of  the  night,  they  reached  Falkenhayn.  But 
this  was  of  very  fhort  duration.  For  at  break  of  obliged  t® 
day  the  general  found  himfelf  fo  enclofed,  by  the 
difpofitions  made  by  M.  Daun,  that  it  was  impofti- 
fcle  for  him  to  efcape  •,  and  had  no  alternative  left, 
but  to  furrender  himfelf,  eight  other  Prufiian  ge¬ 
nerals,  and  his  whole  corps,  prifoners  of  war,  with 
fixty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  fifty  pair  of  colours, 
and  twenty-five  ftandards. 

This  certainly  was  the  punifhment  of  an  over¬ 
fight  in  his  Prufiian  Majefly  •,  who  fhould  have 
preferved  a  communication  with  Finck  :  but  he, 
in  the  beginning  of  December  k,  met  with  another 
lofs,  which  could  not  be  forefeen.  This  was,  the  General 
lofs  of  General  Diercke,  and  three  battalions,  on  obliged  to 
the  banks  of  the  Elbe,  oppofite  to  Miefien.  Ge-  futrender* 
neral  Diercke  had  been  ftationed  at  that  poft,  and 
being  recalled  was  obliged  to  tranfport  his  troops 
in  boats,  the  floating  ice  preventing  the  ufe  of  his 
pontoons.  When  he  and  his  rear-guard  were  left, 
a  ftrong  body  of  Auftrians  attacked  them,  and 
after  an  obftinate  defence  took  him  and  all  his 
men,  amounting  to  between  3  and  4000. 

If  the  King  of  Pruflia  is  culpable  for  the  lofs  m.d aim’s 
of  General  Finck’s  detachment,  it  is  with  amaze- 
ment  that  all  Europe  faw  M.  Daun  marching  into 
Saxony,  and  occupying  the  ftrong  camp  of  Pirna, 
after  an  attion,  that  deprived  his  Prufiian  Majefty 
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A.  D.  of  20,000  men,  and  otherwife  injured  his  future 
operations  ;  inftead  of  purfuirig  the  blow,  when 
it  was  more  probable  than  at  any  period  of  the 
■war,  that  one  vigorous  effort  would  have  crufhed 
the  King  of  Prulha,  and  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
in  that  part  of  Germany. 

Weaknefs  The  King  of  Pruffia’s  flrength  being  confider- 
and  con-  ^jy  reduced,  by  thefe  two  late  blows,  at  the  con- 
King  of  clufion  of  a  long  campaign;  and  pleafing  him- 
Pniflia.  yejp  wjtj1  the  inactivity  of  his  formidable  enemy, 
who  had  almoft  40,000  men  more  than  himfelf, 
took  all  pofiible  meafures  to  prevent  a  furprize, 
and  obtained  a  reinforcement  of  12,000  men,  un¬ 
der  the  Piereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  from  the 
allied  army ;  but  when  he  faw  M.  Daun  laid  up  at 
Pirna,  his  Majefty  difmilfed  thefe  auxiliaries,  and 
placed  his  own  troops  in  winter-quarters. 
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